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Moſt important and intereſting SUBJECTS. 
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The memorial of thine abundant kindneſs ſhall be ſbewed ; 
and men ſhall ſiug of thy righteouſneſs. Pal. cxlv, 7. 


My mouth ſpall daily ſpeak of thy righteouſneſs and ſal · 
vation; for I know no end there. Pal. IXxi. 13. 
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THE nIGUT HONOURABLE 


2 FRANCES SHIRLEY. 


Nl 


2 F Chriſtianity was hes} oe with true 
2 8 politeneſs, or prejudicial to real happineſs, 
l I ſhould be extremely injudicious, and 
inexcuſably ungrateful, in preſenting. 
theſeefſays to your LADYSHIP., But as the religion 
of FESUS is the grand ornament of our nature, 
and a ſource of the ſublimeſt joy, the purport 
of the following pages cannot be unworthy the 
countenance and protection of the mot accompliſhed 
perſon, - Neither can there be a wiſh more ſuitable 
to the obligations or the diQates of a grateful heart, 
than that you may experience what you read, and 
1 what you patronize. 


Dip religion conſiſt in a formal round of 3 
obſeryances, or a forced ſubmiſſion to ſome tigo- 
rous auſterities, I ſhould not ſcruple to join with 

| e the 


iv DEDICATION. 


the infidel and the ſenſualiſt, to dread it.in one 8 
and to deſpiſe it in another. You need not be in- 
formed, MaDAm, that it is as much ſuperior to 
all ſuch ie and forbidding ſingularities, as the 
| heavens are higher than the earth, It is deſcribed 
| by an author, who learned its theory in the re- 
gions of paradiſe, and who , diſplayed its efficacy 
4 in his own moſt exemplary converſation;—it is 
thus deſcribed by that incomparable author ; 
The Kingdom of GOD i not meat and drink, but 
righteouſneſs, and Pom and Joy in the HOLY 
GHOST. 


To be reconciled to the omnipotent 60. 
to be intereſted in the unſearchahle riches of 
CHRIST ;—to be renewed in our hearts, and 
influenced in our lives, by the ſanctifying opera- 
tions of the divine SPLRIT;—this is evangelical 
righteouſneſs; this is genuine religion; this, M A- 
DAM, is the kingdom of God eſtabliſhed in 
the ſoul.— How benign and inviting is ſuch an 

jnſtitution! How honourable and advantageous 
ſuch a ſtate ! And from ſuch privileges, what o- 
ther effects can flow, but that peace, which paſſeth 
all under fianding ? that j Jo, which is unſpeakable and 


gorious? 


Is there any thing 5 in the amuſements of the 
gay, and purſuits of the ambitious, of greater, 
of equal, of comparable value? Is not all that 
— can purchaſe, __ grandeur can beſtow, 


ſomewhat 


Yn So 


_  ,- x cc 59. ca. A. * - 


ſome what like thoſe glittering bubbles, which 
when viewed are emptingſt, when graſped are n+ 
thing? Whereas, the comforts, the benefits, the 
hopes of Chriſtianity, are at once ſupremely ex- 
* and infinitely durable: a portion, ſuit- 
ed to the dignity of a rational ſoul; large as its 
Mike er and immortal as its e . 


ALL theſe bleſſings are n in 0 H RI 8 7; | 
were purchaſed by CHRIST ; are communicated 


from CHRIST.—lt is for want of knowing 


thoſe boundleſs and everlaſting treaſures of par- 
doning, juſtifying, ſaving merit, which the LORD 
FESUS CHRIST poſſeſſes, and which he free- 
ly diſpenſes even to ſinners, that ſo many untbinł- 
ing perſons are attached to ignoble objects, and 
beguiled by deluſory pleaſures. Unhappy crea- 
tures! what can they do, but catch at ſhadows, 
and ſtoop to trifles, while they are eee of 
the grand, the ſubſtantial, the exalted good ?— 
It is for want of duly attending to that fulneſs of 
grace, and that plenteouſnels of redemption, 
which dwell in our moſt adorable SAVIOUR, 
that ſo many ſerious perſons are ſtrangers" to the 


_ tranquillity and ſweetneſs of religion; are ſubject 
' to all its reſtraints, but enjoy few, if any, of its 


delights. Miſtaken zealots! how can they avoid 
the gloomy ſituation and the uncomfortable cir- 


cumſtance, ſo long as they withdraw themſelves 
from the SUN OF RIGHTEOUSN ESS, 


and his all-chearing beams? 
A 3 Mar 


vw OREDIJICAUETITOMR 


f Max your LapDys$9#1P live continually under 
i his heavenly light and healing wings! be more 


that precious faith, may your heart be transform- 
| ed into his holy, his amiable,. his divine image 
I. Your happineſs will then be juſt ſuch as is wiſhed, 
| but far greater than can be expreſſed by, 


| 

1 fully aſſured of his dying love, and have bright- 
is er, ſtill brighter manifeſtations of his immenſe 
a 1 perfections! By theſe delightful views, and by 


Map AM, 


Your moſt obliged, and _ 


Maſt obedient humble erbaut, 


"Jan. 6. 1755. 
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Janes Henxvey. 
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PREFACE. 


2 HE reader will probably expect ſome account 
of the "I wark ; and to gratify him in 
this particular, will be a real pleaſure to 
| the author. 

The beauty and excellency of the Scriptures ;—tbe 
ruin and depravity of human nature: iti happy re- 
covery, founded on the atonement, and effected by the 
SPIRIT, CHRIST; -g are ſome of the 
chief points, vindicated, illuſtrated, and applied in 
the following ſheets. —But the grand article, that | 


which makes the principal figure, it the tMPUTED 
CFC LORD; from 


whence ariſes our juſtification before G O D, and our 
title to every heavenly bleſſing : An article, which, 

thaugh eminent for its importance, ſeems to be little 
underfload, and teſt regarded; if not much miftaken - 


and almoſt forgotten. 
The importance of th1s great evangelical dofirine, 


| 2 worthy it is of the moſt attentive confederation, | 


and of untverſal acceptance, —is hinted in the ſecond 
dialogue. So that 1 need, in this place, do nothing 
more, then give the ſenſe of a paſſage from Witſius, 
which is there introduced in the notes—** The doc 


© trine of iuſliſicat ion, 255 that excellent author, 
A 4 | « ſpread: | 


_ 

viii W 
« ſpreads itſelf through the whole em of divinity. 
As this 15 either ſolidly eſtabliſhed, or | ſuperficially 
% touched; fully flated, or jiightly diſmiſſed; accor- 
« dingly, the whole ſtructure of religion, either riſes 
« graceful and magnificent, ſuperior ta aſſault, and 
« beyond the power of decay; or elſe it appears diſ- 
« proportionate and.defettrue, totters on its founda- 

„ tion, and threatens an opprobrious full. 

The deſign is executed in the form of dialogue ; 
thoſe parts only excepted, in_which it was nat_eafy ta 
carry on a converſation, and affign to each perſen a 
proper degree of ene, Here, to avoid the cum- 
mon imputation, of bringing upon the flage a mute or 
aſhadow,—one who fights without weapon, and ſub- 
mits without a conteſt, —the ſcene ſhifts. Our gen- 

_ tlemen ſeparate; and, inſtead of converſing, enter 
upon an epiſtolary correſpandence, © 
The dia.ogue-form ſeems, on many conſiderations, a 
eligible way of writing.— Hereby the author givet 
bro! te th of Fenty and of E245; bus N ; 
Of dignity-; by delivering them from the mouths of 
perſons in every reſpect ſuperior to himſelf, Of mo- 
deſty ; becauſe we no longer confider bim in the rat- 
fea, but invidious capacity ꝙ a teacher. Inſtead 1. 
calling us to his feet, and dictating his precepts, 
Fatiſies our curiolity. He turns back à curtain, 
and admits us to ſome remarkable mterviews, or in- 
terefting © conferences. We overhear, by a kind of . 
innocent or imaginary ftealth, the debates which paſs in 
tbe receſſes of privacy ; which are carried on with the 
moſt unreſerved freedom of ſpeech, and openneſs of 
heart.—A circumſtance, which will apologize for 
- Jome peculiarities, that might ot berwiſe be mconfiftent 
| ; hs? CARING 75 
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| — humility, or oſfenſtve to delicacy. Particularly, 
it may — the wh ore and i — 
deſervedly, attends the frequent intruſion of that am- 
bitious 2 uſurping little donghladle I. * 
The names / the perſons are prefixed, each to * 
pos of the diſcourſe; in imitation of Ci- 
cero, for the reaſons which be aſſigns. Quaſi 
enim ipſos induxi loquentes : ne inguam et mquit 
ſepius interponerentur. Atque id eo feci, ut tan- 
quam præſentibus coram haberi ſermo videretur *. 
T his method, be very juſtly intimates, is removed far- 
theft from the narrative, and makes the neareſt dp- 
aches to life and reality. I quite ſecretes the au- 
thor ; and, by introducing the perſons themſebves, ren- 
ders all that paſſes entirely their n. —- It prevents 
likewiſe the repetition of thoſe interlocutory words," He 
faid, be replied. Which, unleſs the ſpeeches are 
very long, muſt frequently recur, and have nb 
Jing effect upon the ear. 20 "of Ve eber "are 
long, the ſpirit of converſation is loft. ' The aſſociates 
are no longer REP) but one Wenn or the — 
Fs lecturing. © 
"Though 7 have fo much to ſay in bebalf of the no- 
del, I have very little to ſay with' regard to the exe- 
cution,—unheſs it be to confeſs the deficiency.” There"is 
not, T am ſenſible, that peculiar air and diſtinguiſh» | 
ing turn, which ſhould mark and charadteriſe each 
Speaker. This is what the nature of 2 dialogue 
requires, and what the aut bor in ſome very 
* ſuperior writers. But not having the ability ro 
f it, he has not the vanity to affect NE 
4 tbe'a artentive ee wel, uy RY bee 2 
14 | a3 2 
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ence in the ſentiment, if not in the language. The 
materials vary, even when they run into the ſame 
mould, and take the ſame form.—In the diction alſo 
there muſt be ſome drverfity ; becauſe Feral of the 
objetions are propoſed in the very — of one or tus 
eminent writers, who have —.— on the other fide 
of the queſtion. Theſe are nat particularized by the 
mark of quotation z becauſe the man ꝙ reading will 
have no occaſion for the aſiſtance of ſuch an index, and 
the man of taſte will probably diſcern them by the fin- 


gularity of the flyle. - 
6 es, it muſt be acknowled- 
ged, are of the — 4 kind : A ſpecies of Wri- 
tang, leaſt ſuſceptible of the graces which embelliſb 
compoſition ; or ratber, moſt * of the attractive: 
which engage attention, and create deligbt.— Net I have 
Sometimes thought, that it is not abſolute impaſſible to 
make even the ſtern face of controverſy wear @ ſmile, 
and to reap ſome valuable fruit from the rugged fur- 
rows of diſputation. Whether this is effetted in the 
prefent work, the public muſt judge; that it has been 
attempted, the author may be permitted to declare. 

To foften the aſperities of argument, views of na- 
ture are interſperſed. That, if the former ſhould 
carry the appearance of a rude entangled foreſt, or of 
a frowning gloomy receſs, there may be ſome agreeable 
openings, and ligbiſome avenues, to admit a projpect 
of the country; which is e arrayed in charms, 
and never fails to pleaſe 

» The author confe ofes @ very peculiar fondue. for 
the amiable ſcenes of creation, It is therefore nat at 
all improbable, but his excurſions, on this topic, may 
be of the diffufive kind, and his deſcriptions ſomewhat 


luxuriant. = 5 OA; that the benevolent 


ren xi 
reader will indulge bim in this favourite foible.— 
any ſhould feel the ſame prevailing paſſion for the beau- 
ties of nature, 'tis poſſible theſe perjons may be inclined, 
not only to excuſe, but to approve the fault; and 
may take part with the lover, even in oppoſition to the 
crilic | 


Farther to diverſify the piece, ſketches of philo- 
ſophy are introduced; eaſy to be underſtood, and cal- 
culated to entertain the imagination, as well as to im- 
prove the beart ; more ' particularly, to diſplay the 
wiſe and beneficent defign of Providence, in the va- 
rious appearances and numberleſs froduttions of the 
material world. Neither are theſe remarks altogether 
foreign to the main point; but, as far as the wonder: 
of creation may comport with the riches of grace, ſub- 
ſerve the general end. | NN 

As to the choice of my ſubjetts ;—ſome people have 
defired to ſee an invective againſt the faſhionable and 
predominant vices of the age. This, 1 apprehend, 
would be like picking off the leaves, or clipping away 
the twigs, from ſome overgrown and noxious tree. 
Waving this tedious and ingſfectual toil, I would ra- 
ther lay the axe to the root. Let the knowledge and 
loveof CHRIST take place in the heart, and not 
only a few of the branches, but the whole body of 
In, will fall at once. x | is 

Some would have the author ini upon the cunſci- 
entious obſervation of the ſabbath, inculcate the daily 
warſhip of GOD in the family, and urge à devout 
att e on the public ordinances of religion. But 
when a perſon is convinced f fin, and made fenfible of 
miſery; when he bat taſted. the good word of ' 
GOD *, and ſeen by faith the LOR D's 


* Heb. vi. 5. 


di... -- the Bt. ©. A.  - t 
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CHRIST “*; he vill want no ſolicitation or in- 
citement to theſe means of grace, and exerciſes of god- 
lineſe, He will have juſt the ſame diſpoſition to them 
all, as the hungry appetite has to wholeſome. 1 or 
the new- born babe + to the milk of the breaſt. | 
Others may imagine, that I bave neglected the in- 
tereſts of morality ; becauſe here is no profeſſed at- 
rempt to delineate its duties, or enforce its practice. 
Let theſe perſons remember, that morality never makes 
FJuch' vigorous ſhoots, never produces ſuch generous 
fruit, at when ingraſted on evangelical principles.— 
And if Ido not crop the pmk, the roſe and the car- 
nation; if I do not gather the peach, the nectarine, 
and the pine-appie; and put them into my reader's 
hand, for bis immediate enjoyment : I am endeavours» 
ing to ſow the ſeeds, and plant the roots in bis gur- 
den; which, if cheriſhed by the favonrable —_— 
of heaven, will yield bim, not an neee 
conſtant Jupply Fa all. 
A ſeveral texts of 8 come the als: 
tion, criticiſms upon the original are 8 Jub- 


Pe? in order ee 8 reayy 


* Luke ii. rs! 
4 x Pet. ii. 2, This compariſon is, perhaps, the moſt ex- 
4 and expreſſive that words can form, or fancy conceive. 
Babes covet nothing but the milk of the breaſt, They are in- 
different about all other things. Give them riches, give e them 
honours, give them whatever you pleaſe, without this rich, 
delicious, balmy nutriment, they will not, they cannot be 0 
tisfied.— How does this illuſtrate, and how fo cibly in 
culcate, what our LORD ſtyles, the Aſagi⸗ eye, and the one 
thing ne 1x: wo or the ſalutary doctrines and delightful privileges 
of the goſpel ; together with that ſupreme value for them, and 
 , undivided complaceney in them, which are the diſtinguiſhing 
character of the Chriftian ! | y 
* ome 


n * 3 * 1 
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ne miftranſlations, or point out the many” delicate 
and maſterly firokes, which occur in the BIB LH And 
* lad fhould I be, extremely glad, if I might recommend 
8 on — 
4 and endear that. invaluable boo; if, as the drome 
| REDEEMER rideth on in the word of truth, 
Y of meekneſs, and righteouſneſs “, this hand might 
- BU /catter a palm-branch, or this performance might lie 
* as a flowret, to ſtreu his way T, and ſolemnixe bis 
s triumph. | 
a In the courſe of the diſputation, I dare not ſuppoſe + 
* that I have diſcuſſed all the arguments which ſaga- 
N city may deviſe, or ſophiſtry urge. Perhaps, I have 
* not removed all the ſcruples, which may awaken pre- 
sS BU judice, or embarraſs integrity. This, however, I 
4 may venture to affirm, that I myſelf have met with 
20 confiderable objeftion, which is not either expreſsly 
e anſwered, or virtually refuted, in theſe conferences. 
0 — And, though I ſhould neither ſatisfy nor filence the 


gainſayer, I ſhall think my endeavours happily emphy- 
ed, if they may throw hight upen the dim appreben- 
fion ; eftabliſh the wavering faith; or camfart the 
afflicted conſcience. Et . 
any ſhould. burleſque or ridicule theſe venerable 
h truths, and exalted privileges, I ſhall ony ſay with 
ö. my divine MASTER; Ol] that thou hadſt 
* known, in this thy day, the things that belong 
L to thy peace] but now they are hid, it i evident 
Jon ſuch a procedure, they are hid from thine 
r eyes 1. — Soul any, in the ſpirit of decency and 
candor, either fart new, or revive old objeftions, I 
doubt not but they will receive both a due examination 
* Pſal. xlv. 4. + Alluding to Matth xxi. 98. 
2 Luke xix. 42, * | 
2 Won ' 1 | and 


mt. ©. 0: Bran 


and proper r 3 A. theſe ring enter into the 
very eſſence of 2 goſpel, and conſtitute the glory of 
our religion, they can never want @ ſucceſſion of aduo- 
cates, ſo long as the ſun and moon endure.—For 
own part, I muſt beg leave to retire from 
and lay down the weapons of controverſy. Virgil s. 
language is my reſolution | 
Diſcedam, explebo numerum, reddarque tenebris. 


This declaration is made, not from any the leaſt 
\ ſuſpicion, that my tenets are indefenſible ; but be- 
cauſe I would apprize my friends, and the friends of 
our common Chriſtianity, that the field is clear and 
open for them to advance; that I refs, 775 to 2 050 the 


glorious combat ; and ſhall content myſelf with wiſhing 


them ſucceſs m the name ny, the LOR D.—Becauſe 1 
becomes a perſon in my declining Hate, to be more pe- 
cubiarly intent upon encountering a different adverſary ; 
who i ſure to overcome, and never allows quarter. 

Yet, by this word of my teſtimony, | by the 
blood of the LAMB *, I hope to triumph even 
when I fall; and to be more than congueror, forough 
FEHOV AH my righteouſneſs, 

* Should any thing * 

throw my arguments, or detect a miſtake in my ſenti- 
ments, the world may depend upon ſeeing a 120 e and 
undiſſembled retrattation. I ſhall look upon it as 4 
duty, which I owe to my conſcience, to my readers, and 
to my GOD, publicly to acknowledge the error. — 
I is one thing to be ſilent; another to be obſtinate. 

As I ſhall infoxithy adbere to the firſt, I would with 
th * renounce the lat. T. vough I withdraw 


* Rev. x. 11. S* 6 
* from 


the lifts, 


urged, forcible enough to over- 
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XV 
from the flrife of pens and of tongues, I ſhall take 


2 


care to preſerve a mind ever acceſſible to truth, euer 
to convittion ; a mind infinitely more concerned 
for the purity and proſperity of the everlaſting goſpel, 
than for the prevalence of my own opinion, or the cre» 
dit of my own performance. N we 
As I have the happineſs of being @ member, and 
the honour of being à miniſter, of the reformed eſta- 
bliſhed church; I cannot but reſtect, with a pecu- 
liar pleafure, that every doctrine of note, maintained 
in theſe dialogues and letters, is either implied in our 
liturgy, afſerted in our articles, or taught in our 
homilies.— If affords me {ikewiſe ſome degree f ſatiſ- 
faton to obſerve, that the moſt material of the ſenti- 
ments have been adopted by Milton ; are mcorporated 
into bis Paradiſe Loſt ; and add dignity to the ſubli- 
meſt poem in the world.—To have the higheft human 
authority, and the firſt genius of the nation, on à wri- 
ter's 1. is no contemptible ſupport. This muſt ſurely 
give @ ſanction, where-ever our religious eltabliſh- 
ment ic reverenced, or polite literature is held in re- 
pute. Yet even this ſanction, compared with the o- 
racle of revelation, is only like @ range of cipbers, 
connected with the initial figure : which, were they 
detached, would be inſigniſicunt; but, in fuch a ſub- | 
ordination, are confiderable. 
| Perhaps it ſhould be farther acknowledged, that I 
have not always confined myſelf to the method of aur 
ſyſtematic writers, nor followed their train of 
thoughts with a ſerupulous regularity. I would con- 
ducs my fellow-creature to the ſupreme. and eternal 
good, CHRIST JESUS, I have choſen the 
path which ſeemed moſt agreeable and inviting, ra- 
ther 
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ther than mot beaten and frequented. I this leads, 
with equal certainty, to the great and defirable end, 
I dare promiſe myſelf an eaſy excuſe — However, that 
method and order, in the dotirinal parts of the 


plan, are not wholly neglected, the l ee 
of < contents may A | 
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DIALOGUES. 
FF 
Ni 
. HERON was a gentleman of fine taſte; 
rot accurate rather than extenſive reading; 
and particularly charmed with the ſtudy of 
nature. He traced the planets in their 
_— N the n the meaneſt 
vegetable; not to gratify a refined curioſi 
but chiefly to cultivate the Si, ys of religion 
and morality. Several diſcoveries he made, and every 
diſcovery he improved, to this important end, to 
raiſe in his mind more exalted apprehenſions of the 
SUPREME n 
tions with a diſintereſted benevolence, conformable, in 
ſome degree, to that boundleſs liberality which per- 
vades and animates the whole creation. 


AsPAas10 was not without his ſhare of polite litera- 
: B 3 : ture, / 
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ture, and philoſophical knowledge. He had taken a 
tour through the circle of the ſciences; and, having 
tranſiently ſurveyed the productions of human learn- 
ing, devoted his final attention to the inſpired Wi- 
tings. Theſe he ſtudied with the unbiaſſed impartiality 
of a critic, yet with the reyerential ſimplicity of a 
Chriſtian. Theſe he regarded, as the wnerring ſtand- 
ard of duty,—the authentic charter of falvation,—and 
the brighte/? mirror of the DELTY; affording the 
moſt ſatisfactory and ſublime diſplay of all the Griva 
attnbutes. 

Theron was ſomewhat” warm in his temper ; and 
would, upon occaſion, make uſe of a little innocent. 
raillery; not to expoſe his friend, but to enliven thecon- 
verſation ; ſometimes diſguiſing his real ſentiments, in 
order to fift the ſubject, or diſcover the opinion of 
others. —A/paſia —.— indulges the humorous or ſati- 
rical vein, but with meeknefs of id * : 
never puts on the appearance of guile, but always 
ſpeaks the dictates of his heart. 

Aſpaſio was on a viſit at Theror's ſeat. One even- 
ing, when ſome neighbouring. gentlemen were juſt 

gone, and had left — e the W took 


ta Slowing turn, 


Ap —1 would always be Tg both to . 
ledge and applaud whatever is amiable in the conduct 
of others. The gentlemen who gave us their com- 
pany at dinner, ſeem to be all of a different. charac- 
or yet cach, in "Jia own way, is extremely  agree- 

e. 

* has lively parts, and is quick at repartce z 


N 14 1 ſapientia Let, | Hon i 
is a moſt amiable character, and delicately a but is, 1 
think, expreſſed with ter ſtrength and ſuperior beauty by 

11 him ſhew out of a good cont er fation 
bs works with mala of vile Jam. * 13- : 


18. but 
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but he never abuſes his wit to create uneaſineſs in the 
honeſt heart, and fluſh the modeſt check with confu- 
ſion.— What ſolidity of judgment, and depth of 
penetration, appear in Crito! yet how free ave his dii- 
courſes from the magiſterial tone, or the di catorial 
ſolemnity! —PHilenor's taſte in the polite arts is re- 
markably correct; yet without the leaſt tin ture of 
vanity, or any weak fondneſs for applauſe. He never 
interrupts the progreſs, or wreſts the topic of con- 
verſation, in order to ſhine in his particular province. 
—Trebonius, Ifind, has ſignalized his valour in ſeveral 
campaigns. Though 2 warrior and a traveller, he 
ves \ himſelf no overbearing. or oſtentatious airs, 
f Trebontus, you ſee, the brave ' officer, regulated bv 
all the decency ye the academic, and ſweetened with 
all the abi of the courtier. 
No one ae a moroſe ſilence, or aſſumes an immo- 
derate loquacity “. 10 ingroſs the talk, is tyrannical; 
to ſeal up the Ups, is monkith. Every one, therefore, 
from a fund o ſenſe, contributes his quota'; 
and each ſpeaks, not with an ambition to f af him- 
ſelf, but from a deſire to p/-a/e the company. 

Ther. Indeed, Aſpaſie, I think myſelf happy #1 this 
accompliſhed ſet of a cquaintance; who add all the 
complaiſance and politenes of the gentleman, to the 
benevolence and fidelity of the "x | 

Their converſation is as innocent, as their taſte is 
refined. — They have à noble abhorrence of ander, 
and deteſt the low ungenerous artifices of 255 on. — 
No lagſe jeſt has either the ſervice of their tongue, or 
the ſanction of their imile.— Was you to be with 
chem, even in their freeſt moments, vou would b. hear 


* Zero being preſent, where a pet ſon of tlils loqtdGous . | 
- poſition played himſelf off, ſaid, with an air of concern in his 
countenance, That poor gentleman is ill, he has a violent flux upon 
Vim. The company was alarmed, and the rhetorician ſtopped in 
his career, Tes, added. the philoſopher, the ux ir violent, 
that it has carried Mi ears a * * rong us. 

25 nothing 
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nothing that ſo much as borders upon prefaneneſs, or is 
in the leaſt injurious to purity of __ 4 

Aſp. There is but one qualification wanting, to ren- 
der your friends completely valuable, and their ſocial 
interviews a continual bleſſing. 

Ther. Pray, what is that? 

Aſp. A turn for more ſerious conferences. Their 
literary debates are beautitul ſketches of whatever is 
moſt curious in the ſciences, or moſt delicate in the 
arts. From their remarks on our national affairs, 
and on foreign occurrences, a perſon may almoſt 
form a ſyſtem of politics. But they never touch up- 
on any topic of morality ; never celebrate the ſublime 
perfections of the DEITY ; never illuſtrate the beau- 
ties, nor enforce the truths —— © 


Ther. Fie upon you, Aſpafio, for unpolite 
hint! Who can forbear — 4 ND 
which pleads for ſuch an outrageous violation of the 
mode? would introduce edifying talk into our faſbion- 
able aſſemblies! How is it that you, who, in other 
inſtances, are a gentleman of ement, can be ſo 


ſtrangely in t in this particular? » 
4 For 3 Theron, we have no ine on- 
ſiderable precedents.— Thus Socrates *, the wiſeſt of 


the Atheman ſages; thus Scipio 4, the moſt accompliſh- 
ed of the Roman generals, converſed. Thus Cicero I, 
the prince of orators, improved his elegant retirement 
at the Tuſculan villa. And Herace ||, the brighteſt 
genius in the court of Auguſtus, formed the moſt agree- 


Vid. Sccratis Memorabilia, per Xenoph. 

+ See Cicero's dialogue de amicitia; in which we are inform- 
ed, that it was a cuſtomary practice with Scipio, with his polite 
friend Lelius, and ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſbed nobility of 
Rome, to diſcourſe 3 | of the republic, and the 
immortality of the ſoul. | 
| 1 Vid. Tuſcul. N . 

Such were the interviews, of which he ſpeaks with a kind 


of 
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able 


wi 
o 


DIALOGUE I. _ 


able hours of his converſation upon this very plan. 
Was I to enumerate all the patrons of this, forgive 
me if I ſay, more . honourable mode; the moſt illuſtri- 
ous names of antiquity would appear on the liſt. 
| Ther. This practice, however extolled by the philo- 
ſophic gentry of ancient times, would make a very 
fingular figure in the preſent age. 
\ Aſp. And ſhould not the copy, after which the gene- 
rality of mankind write, be fingularly correct? Perſons 
of exalted fortune are the pattern imita- 
tion; are the copy, in conformity to which the infe- 
rior world adjuſt their manners, and regulate their be- 
haviour. They, therefore, are under the ſtrongeſt ob- 
ligations, not to give a contemptible ſtamp to the faſhion. 
Benevolence to their fellow - creatures calls loudly 
upon them, a concern for the public good challenges 
it at their hands, that they ſignalize themſelves by a 
inence in all that is excellent. "IF 
Ther. Away, away with theſe auſtere notions ! Such 
a ſtrain of converſation would ory the gaiety of our 
ſpirits, and flatten the reliſh of ſociety. It would 
turn the aſſembly into a conventicle, and make it lent 
all the year round. . | 
Aſp. Can it then be an auſtere prattice, to cultivate 
the underſtanding, and improve the heart? Can it 
damp the gaiety of our ſpirits, to reſine them upon 
the plan of the higheſt perfection ?—Or, will it flat · 
ten the reliſh of ſociety, to ſecure and anticipate ever- 
laſting delights ? 
Ther. Everlaſting delights, Aſpaſio /—To talk of fuch 
a ſubjet, would be termed, in every circle of wit and 
gallantry, an uſurpation of the parſon's office ; a /ow 
method of retailing by ſcraps, in the parlour, what 
the man in black v by wholeſale from the pulpit. 


At would infallibly mark us out for s; and, | 


for ought I know, might expoſe us to the ſuſpicion 
enthuſiaſm. 8 
4%. Your men of wit muſt. excuſe me, if I cannot 


# 
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- perſuade myſelf to admire either the delicacy of their 
language, or the ju/ine/5 of their opinion. 
The firſt, be it ever ſo humane and gracefed, I refign 
to themſelves. —As for the other, I would-beg leave 
to inquire, © Are the clergy, then, the on/y perſons, who 
* ſhould act the becoming part, and converſe like rati- 
« onal beings? Is ſolid wiſdom, and facred truth, the 
privilege of their order; while nothing is left for 
you and me, but the play of fancy, or the luxuries 
of ſenſe??? 
I would farther aſk the circles of gallantry, « Where 
is the impropriety of interweaving the noble 
doctrines diſplayed by the preacher, with our com- 
„ mon diſcourſe? or, what the inconvenience of in- 
* troducing the amiable graces; recommended by his 
lectures, into our ordinary practice ?” 
Will ſuch an exerciſe of our ſpeech rank us among 
ts? Is this the badge of enthuſiaſm ? A ſplen- 
did and honourable badge truly] ſuch as muſt add 
|  weighttoany cauſe, and worth to any character. 
Ther. This would curb the ſprightly fallies of wrt, 
| and extinguiſh that engaging glow of good-humour 
| Which enlivens a" genteel intercourſes. According- 
4 , you may obſerve, that if any formal creature takes 
; upon him to mention, in polite company, a religious 
truth, or a text of ſcripture ; the pretty chat, though 
| ever 10 profuſely flowing, ſtagnates in an inſtant. 
. Each voluble and facetious tongue ſeems to be ſtruck 
| with a ſudden palſy. Every one wonders at the 
| . - ſtrange man's face; and they all conclude him either 
d mad or a Methodi/}. & [14 
| Asp. Agreeable ſtrokes of wit are by no means in- 
| | compatible with uſeful converſation ; unleſs we miſtake 
an inſpid vivacity or fantaſtic levity, for wit and face- 
. tiouſneſs.— Neither have I heard, that, among all our 
* Acts of parliament,” any one has paſſed to divorce good- 
ſenſe and good · humour. Why may they not both re- 
ſſtde on the ſame fame lips, and both circulate thigkagh 
N E 
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the ſame aſſembly ?—For my own part, IL would: nei- 
ther have our diſcourſe ſoured with auſtenty,. nor eve- 
porute into impertinence; but unite (as a judicious an- 


cient adviſes) the benefits of improvement, with the 


blandiſhments of pleaſantry *. — And as to your polite 
people; if they can find more muſic in the magpre's 
voice, than in the ig hfingalès note; L mult, o]n my- 
ſelf as much ſurprifed at their ears, as they are at 
ſtrange man's face. :: N enn n 
Ther. With all your grey- headed authorities, If cad 
you will find very few proſelytes among the. prof 
ſors of modern rehnement. . Faſbion is, with the world, 
the ſtandard of morals, as well as of cloaths; and be 


mult be of a very peculiar turn indeed, who would chule | 


to be ridiculous in either n 
| "Aſp. Rather, Theron, he muſt be of a very pliant turn, 
who tamely delivers up his conduct to be moulded 
a faſhion, which has neither true elegance to.dagna 
it, nor the leaſt uſefulneſs to recommend it. 
And which, I beſeech you, is moſt ridiculous 2 
He who ſervilely imitates every. idle faſhion, and is 
the very ape of corrupt cuſtom ? — Or he who, aflerts 
his native liberty, and reſolutely follows where vu 
and n lead the way £2. ee 
Ther, Would you then obtrude religious diſcourſe 
upon every company? Conſider, Ap, what a metley 
figure this would make. A wedding, and a ſermon ! 
—quadrille, and St Paul /—the laſt new play, and pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity ! +. bod vir 
Aſp. You know the rule, Theron, which is given by 
the great MASTER of our aſſemblies; "Caſt not 
your pearls before ſioine f. Some there are ſo immerſed 
in ſenſuality, that they can reliſh nothing, but the 


coarſeſt huſks of converſation. To theſe, neither offer | 
your pearls, nor proſtitute your intimacy. 
But, when perſons of a liberal education, and eleva- 
Cum quadam iilecebra ac voluptate utiles, "Ao, GEIL. þ 
aan vida; 729108 r "Malt, n eee "Ka 
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ted ſentiments, hen theſe meet together, why ſhould 


| not their diſcourſe be ſuitable to the eminence of their 


Ther. Indeed, „I am entirely in your 
way of thinking ; 2 I have hitherto put on the 
maſk. —The viſt of ſpeech is one great prerogative of 
dur rational nature. And tis pity that ſuch a ſuperi- 
2 ſhould be debaſed to the meaneſt purpo- 


Suppoſe all our ſtately veſſels, that paſs and 
the ocean, were to carry out nothing but tinſel, and 
theatrical decorations ; were_to import nothing but 

ittering baubles, and nicely-fancied toys: would 
uch a method of trading be well. judged in itſelf, or 
beneficial in its conſequences ?—Articulate ſpeech is the 
inſtrument of a much nobler commerce, intended to 
tranſmit and diffuſe the treaſures of the mind. 


And will not the practice be altogether as injudicious, 


muſt not the iſſue be infinitely more detrimental, if this 
vehicle of intellectual wealth is freighted only with 
Pleafing fopperiesr? © 
Aſp. Such folly and extravagance would be hiſſed 
out of the commercial world. Why then are they ad- 
mitted and cheriſhed in the /oc:a/ ? | 
Ther. Why indeed? He muſt be far more acute than 


your Theron, who can aſſign a ſingle reaſon to counte- 


nancethem. To explodethem, ten thouſand arguments 
occur.—A continual round of gay and trifling conver- 
{ation , of viſits quite modith, and entertainments 


6 * The fenifcency and importance of e 
ſmartiy repreſen the philoſopher „being , 
how he eke company employed — Stmy is — 


ing the ram, others in holding the pail. th 
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not moral, muſt give an indolent turn to the mind ; 
ſuch as will enervate its powers, indi/poſe it for gene- 
rous action, and gradually /ap the very foundation of 
virtue. Whereas, a frequent conference on the glories 
of the GODHEAD, or the wonders of creation, 
would invigorate and ennoble the ſoul ; would enlarge 
her faculties, and elevate her deſires. 
Aſp. Did not our hearts burn within us, ſaid the tra- 
vellers at Emmaus, while HE talked with us by the way *? 
Thoſe diſcourſes, tis true, were cond with a ſpi- 
rit, and enforced with an energy, abſolutely unequal- 
led; yet the ſame happy effects would, in ome degree, 
reſult from our friendly conferences, if they turned 
upon the ſame important points. We alſo ſhould feel 
our hearts warmed witlr holy zeal, and glowing with 
heavenly love. | 
Ther. Such conferences would not only be produc- 
tive of preſent advantage, but yield a renewed pleafure 


in the retroſpect. We might refed, with real compla- 
„ on hours ſpent in ſo rational a manner. And 
the filent uſe of the heart, 


who would not prefer 
to all thoſe tumultuous joys, whi 
or the circling glaſs inſpires ? | 
AI. One + who thoroughly knew mankind, and 
had tried the merits of the jovial board, very perti- 
nently com ſuch flaſhes of mirth to the crackling 
of thorns under a pot J. The tranſient blaze of the one, 
and the ſenſeleſs noiſe of the other, continue but for 
a moment ; and then expire, that in ſmoke and dark- 
neſs, this in ſpleen and melancholy. 

I faid, 4 and ro ths however jauntee 
and alert the various methods of modiſh trifling may 
ſeem ; whatever eaſe and grace they are ſuppoſed to 
give the converſation ; ſure am I, it will be afflictive, 
to look back upon interviews ſquandered away in very 


wanton jeſts create, 


| * Luke xxiv. 32. ' 
+ King Solomon. t Ecel. vu. 6. 


vanity ; 


= 
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vanity; and ſhocking, to look forward upon the ac- 
count which we muſt all ſhortly render. What figure 
will uch an article make in the final reckoning, and at 
the deciſive bar! Our ſocial hours, which might 
have promoted our mutual edification, and been 
< {ubſervient to our CRE A TO R's glory, all % in 
< merriment and whim ;' or worſe than loſt, in Cattery” 
« and detraction. A blank, or à hit. | 

Ther: Venus, we find, has her zealous knight-errants, 
and Bacthus his profeſſed votaries, in almoſt every 
company. And is it not truly deplorable, that the 
GOD of nature alone has none to aſſert his honour, 
none to celebrate his perfections? thou yr ter Hx is the 
9 mal of all beauty, and 2 parent of 

en I have n my morning-walk midi de ws 
* flowers; with the ſun ſhedding luſtre round him, 
and unveiling the happy landſcape ; how has my eye 
been charmed with the lovely proſpect! how has my 
eur been raviſhed with the muſic of the grove! Me- 
thought every note was 4 fribute of harmony; and all 
nature ſeemed one grand chorus, ſwelling with the 
CRE ATO R's praiſe.— But how has the ſcene” been 
« reverſed, when, leaving my rural elyſium, I entered the 
baunts of men where 1 {aw faculties divine, meanly 
engaged in trifles; where I heard the tongue, prompt 
to utter, and nent to expreſs, ovary dung bot its 
MAKE E R's glory. 

"I aſſure you, 1 have often been chagrined on this 
occaſion; and ſometimes ſaid within myſelf, — “ What 
« ſhall trifle be r ed, and the MAJESTY of 
< heaven neglected ! Shall every friend, and every 
viſitant, receive hisſhare of reſpet ? and no acknow- 
<Jedoments be paid to that exalted BEING, ho is 
< worthy, more than worthy, of all our veneration ?“ 

* Aſp. This will be ſtill more afflitive to an ingenu- 
ous mind, if we conſider, that the infinite and glori- 
ous GOD is preſent at all our interviews; vouchſafes 


to expreſs his ſatisfaction, and acknowledges himſelf 
x f magniſted, 
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* when, with admiration and ek. we talk 
of tranſcendent excellencies.—Nay, we are aflured, 
that the LORD of all lords not only hearkens, but. 
keeps @ boot of remembrance ; and will diltinguiſh ſuch 


perſons, at the day of univerſal retribution. When 


the looſe train of licentious talkers are driven away * 
the deſpicable cha theſe ſhall be ſelected for his pec 

liar treaſure, and numbered among the e of ] EH 0. 
VAH X. 


Ther. If the gentlemen who make high pi etenſions 
to reaſon, think themſelves diſcharged from theſe 


doctrines of revelation, they ſhould not forget their 
own icriptures.—A. philoſopher wil tell them the duty of 
employing their time, as in the awful preſence, d 
under the immediate inſpection, of the SUPREME. 
BEING f.— An orator will ſhew them the egregious 
. ery of waſting their friendly interviews, in the 
drollery, or the froth of impertinence |. 

25. Who then, that is wiſe, would not habituate 
bimleit to a practice, which comes recommended by the 
voice of reaſon, and is enforced by the authority of 
GOD?—A practice, which will adminiſter preſent 
good, — will alford pleaſing e terminate in 


ae honour f r ay | 


Mal. iii. 1 6. 17.5 eie to. be.ohferved.. 


A moſt emphatical recommendation of religious diſcourſe !_ 
perhaps the moſt emphatica! that ever was uſed, and the moſt | 


endearing that can poſlibly be conceived. 


. + Sic certe viventhem eſt, tanguam ia canſpecu t vivamus fe 
cogitandum. tanguam aliquis in pectus intimum inſpicere poſfit et 
poteſl. : Druid enim ps 7s ab homine aliquid eſſe ſecretum ? Nibil 
Des clauſum eft. Intereſt animis 2 l. et . mediis 
infer wen. SENEC. epiſt. 83. 


t Cicero ſays, with an air of e $676 vero 
clarorum virorum aut tacitos congr fir eſſe eporteat, aut lu- 
dicros fermmet, aut rerum colloquia levioruim. Wendem Queſt. 


lib, IV. 
3 o þ © Ther. 


4 
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8 
Ther. Tis ſtrange, that ſubjects which deſerve to be 
received as the univerſal topic, are almoſt uni- 
verſally baniſhed from our diſcourſe. Was this cabi- 
net enriched with a ſeries of antique medals, or a col - 
lection of the fineſt gems my friends would naturally 
expect to be entertained with a ſight of thoſe rarities, 
and an explanation of their meaning. Why ſhould 
we not as naturally expect, and — agree, to 
entertain each other with remarks on thoſe admirable 
ofities, which are depoſited in the boundleſs muſe- 
um * of the univerſe ? | | 
When a general has won ſome important victory, or 
an admiral has deſtroyed the enemy's fleet; every 
company reſounds with their achievements ; every 
tongue is the trumpet of their fame. And why 
ſhould we not celebrate, with equal delight and ar- 
dor, that ALMIGHTY hand, which formed the 
ſtructure, and furniſhed the regions, of this ſtupen- 
dous ſyſtem? | 


. Efpecially, if to his immenſely-glorious, we add 
| Why ono LF perfections — the victorious 
commander is our moſt cordial friend; when he has 
profeſſed the tendereſt love, done us the moſt fi 
and promiſed us a enjoyment of his 
urs; it will be impoſſible to neglect ſuch an :/luſtr:- 

ous and generous perſon. His name muſt be engraven 

upon our hearts; muſt ſlide inſenſibly into our tungues; 

and be as muſic to our ears. 5 | 

Is not all this true, and in the moſt' ſupereminent 

, with regard to the bleſſed GO D !—Can great- 

er kindneſs be exerciſed, or greater love be conceived, 

than to deliver up his own Son to torments and death, 

for the expiation of our fins ?—Can benefits more de- 


firable be granted, than to adopt us for his children, 


* Muſeum—alluding to a remarkable edifice in the city of 
Oxford, diſtinguiſhed by this name; and appropriated to the 
reception of curioſities, both natural and artificial ; and to the 
Britiſh Muſæum in Londen. f * 
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and ſanctify us by his SPIRIT?—Can promiſes more 
invaluable be = than thoſe which inſure to us the 
preferments of heaven, and the riches of eternity: 

All this is atteſted, concerning the almighty MAE. 
81 L, in the ſcripturesof truth. Whata fund, therefore, 
for leaſing and delicate converſation, are the ſeriptures? 

Her. — alſo I have the pleaſure of concurring. 
with my Aſpaſio: though I believe he ſuſpects. me to be 
ſomewhat SOS or defective in my veneration for 
the ſcriptures. 

Aſp. No, Theron : I have a better opinion of your 
taſte and diſcernment, than to harbour any ſuch fu ſpi- 
cion. 
Ther. The ſcriptures are certainly an inexhauſtible 
fund of materials for thẽ moſt delightful and ennobling 
diſcourſe. When we conſider the Author of thoſe ſa- 
cred books,—that they came originally from heaven, — 
were dictated by divine wiſdom, —have the ſame con- 
ſummate excellence as the works of creation Wit is 
really ſurpriſing, that we are not always ſearching, by 
ſtudy, by meditation, or converſe, into one or other 
of thoſe grand volumes. | 
- Afp. When Secter preaches, or Murray pleads, the 
church is crouded, and the bar thronged. When 
Spence produces the refinements of criticiim, or I 
diſplays the graces of poetry; the preſs toils, — 4s is 
ſcarce able to ſupply the demands of the public. 
we eager to hear, and impatient to purchaſe, what — 
ceeds from ſuch eloquent tongues, and maſterly pens? 
And can we be coldly indifferent, when—not the moſt 
accompliſhed of mankind, — not the moſt exalted of 
creatures—but the adorable AUTHOR of all wiſ- 
dom, ſpeaks in his revealed word? Strange! that our 
attention does not hang * upon the venerable accents, 


and our talk dwell upon the incomparable e. 9 


St Luke, in his evangelical hiſtory, uſes this beautiful i- 
mage, engere. The people hung upon the lips of their altwiſe 
TEACHER. Tuke xix. 48. Which implies wo very 

Vol. II. No 6. C ſtrong 


* 


”Y 


34 THERON and ASPASIO. 


Ther. I admire, I muſt confeſs, the very language of 
the Bible. In this, methinks, I diſcern a conformity 
between the book of nature and the hook of ſcripture. 

In the book of nature, the divine TEACHER 
ſpeaks, not barely to our ears, but to all our ſenſes. 
And it is very remarkable, how he varres his addreſs ! 
— Obſerve his grand and auguſt works. In theſe he 
uſes the Kyle of majeſty. We may call it the true ſub- 
lime. It ſtrikes with awe, and tranſports the mind. — 
View his —— operations. Here he deſcends to a 
plainer diale&. -Fhis may be termed the familiar ſtyle. 
We comprehend it with eaſe, and attend to it with 
pleaſure.—lIn the more ornamented parts of the crea- 
tion, he clothes his meaning with elegance. All is rich 
and brilliant. We are delighted ; we are charmed. 
And what is this, but the /orid ſtyle? 

A variety, ſomewhat ſimilar, runs through the 
ſcriptures —Would you ſee h;/tory in all her fimplicity, 
and all her force ; moſt beautifully eaſy, yet irreſiſtibly 
ſtriking See her, or rather fes her energy, touching 
the niceſt movements of tae ſoul, and triumphing over 
our paſſions, in the inimitable narrative of Fo/ep}'s 
Efe. The repreſentation of E/au's bitter diſtreſs *; 
the converſation- pieces of Jonathan, and his gallant 
friend +; the memorable journal of the diſciples goi 
to Emmaus ]; are finiſhed models of the 7 e 
affecting. Here is nothing ſtudied; no flights of fancy; 
no — of —_— _ how inferior is the 
ode of Ni/us and Euryalus, though worked 
le moſt maſterly hand in the — to chend 
ſembled artleſs fervency of theſe ſcriptural ſketches | ! 
Are 


ſtrong ideas ;—an attention that nothing could interrupt, and 

— ſcarce ever to be ſatisfied. ; 

Pendetque loquentis ab ore. VIS. 

* Gen. xxvü. 30. & + 1 Sam. xvili, xix. xx. 

EAR Luke xxiv. 13. &c. 

| Let a perſon of true taſte p in a critical view, the 
| | two 
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| Are we pleaſed with the elevation and dignity of an 
heroic poem, or the tenderneſs and perplexity of a da- 
n In the book of Fob, they are both 
united, and both unequalled.—Conformably to the 
exacteſt rules of art, as the action advances, the inci- 
dents are more alarming, and the images more magni- 
cent. The language glows, and the pathos ſwells; 
till, at laſt, the 5 EIT Y himſelf makes his entrance. 
He ſpeaks from the whirlwind, and ſummons the crea- 
tion: ſummons heaven, and all its ſhining hoſt; the e- 
lements, and their moſt wonderful productions; to 
vouch for the wiſdom of his providential diſpenſations. 
—His: word ſtrikes terror, and flaſhes conviction ; de- 
cide; the momentous controverſy, and cloſes the 
auguſt drama, with all poſſible ſolemnity and gran- 
deur. | 

If we ſometimes chuſe a plaintive ſtrain ; ſuch as 
ſoftens the mind, and ſooths an agreeable melancholy ;; 
are any of the ancient tragedies ſuperior, in the elo- 
quence of mourning, to David's pathetic elegy on his 
beloved Jonathan * ; to his moſt paſſionate and incon- 
folable moan f over the lovely but unhappy A% lam ; 


two. firſt chapters of St Luke, He will there find a ſeries of the 
moſt ſurpriſing incidents, related with the greateſt ſimplicity, yet 

withthe utmoſt majeſty, — All which; extremely affectingin them 

ſelves, are heightened and illuminated, by a judicious intermixture 

of theſublimeſt pieces of poetry, For my own part, I know not 

how to charafterize them more properly than by Solomon's ele- 
gant compariſon ; — They are as gold rings ſet with the beryl, 

or as bright ivory overlaid with ſapphires. Cant. v. 14. 

2 Sam. i. 19. &c. 

+ 2 Sam. Xvi. 33. The king was vehemently affected 
(VA and went up to the chamber, and wept : and as he went, 
he ſaid, G my /on Abſalom ! my ſon, my fon Abſalom! Would 
to GOD | had died for thee! © Abſalom, my en, my n 
Such a picture, and ſo much pathos; ſo arileſs both, and both 
ſo exquiſite; I muſt acknowledge, I never met with, among 
all the repreſentations of ny in diſtreſs.— The king's 8 

8 | 
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or to that melodious wo, - which warbles and bleakls,. 
in every line of Jeremias Lamentations! 

Would we be entertained with the daring fublimity" 
of Homer, or the correct majeſty of Virgil! with the 
expreſſive delicacy of Horace, or the rapid excurſions 
of Pindar? Behold them joined, behold them excelled, 
in the odes of Moſes, and the euchariſtic hymn of De- 
borah ; in the exalted devotion of the pſalms, and the 
glorious euthuſiaſm of the prophets. 

Aſp. Only with this difference, that the former are 
tuneful triflers *, and amuſe the fancy with empty 
fiction; the latter are teachers ſent from G0 D, and 
make the foul wiſe unto ſalvntian.ä— The Bible is not 
only the brighteſt ornament,” but the moſt invaluable 

tum. On a right, a practical knowledge of theſe 
lively oracles, de end the preſent comfort, and the end- 
leſs felicity of mankind. Whatever, therefore, in 
Rudy. 90 converſation, has no connection with their 


Ar- e viewer, r 
ed from the moſt imminent danger. Yet all the honours and 
all-the joys of this ſucceſsful day, were ſwallowed up and loſt 
in the news of Ab/alom's death. —The news of | Ab/alem's death 
ſtruck, like a dagger, the afflicted father. He ſtarts from: his ſeat. 
He haſtens i into retirement, there to pour out his ſoul in copi- 
ous lamentation. But his anguiſh is too impetuous to bear v 
moment's reſtraint. He burſts immediately into a flood of tears; 
and cries, as he goes, O Ab/alom, &c. 

What ſays Mezentius, when his ſon is ſlain? when, to ſharp- 
en his ſorrow, the pale corpſe, the miſerable ſpectacle, is before 
his eyes, and mace gt bis arms! The moſt pathetic word he 
utters, is, 


Heu! nunc miſero mibi demum 
Exilium infelix, nunc alt? vulnus adactum. 


How languid is Virgil! how  inexpreſſive the prince of Latin 
poetry] compared with the royal mourner in //rae/ ! Moſt evi- 
dent, from this and many other inſtances, is the fuperiority of 


the —— in copying nature, and painting the paſſions. 
Ludit amabiliter | 
4 ; Ii . 
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Aivine contents, may be reckoned among the ?cys of 
literature, or the.crphers of diſcourſe. | 
Ther. Here again the book of ſcripture is ſomewhat 
like the magazine of nature. What can we defire for 
our accommodation and delight, which this ſtore-houſe of 
conveniencies does not afford? What can we with for 
our g and improvement, which that fund of know- 
ledge does not ſupply ? Of theſe we may truly affirm, 
each, in its reſpective kind, 7s profitable unto 7 things. 
Are we admirers of antiquity *—Here we are led 
back, beyond the ee ee and far beyond the 
date of any other annals. We are introduced among 
the earlieſt inhabitants of the earth. We take a view 
of mankind in their undiſguiſed primitive plainneſs, 
when the days of their life were but little ſhort of 
a thouſand years. We are brought acquainted with 
the original of nations; with the creation of the world ; 
and with the birth of time itſelf. ; 

Are we delighted with vaſt achievements ?—Where 
1s any thing comparable to the miracles in Egypt, and 
the wonders in the field of Zoan? to the memoirs of 
the Iſraelites, paſſing through the depths of the ſea, 
ſojourning amidſt theunhoſpitable deſerts, and conquer- 
ing the 1 gue of Canaan? Where ſhall we meet with 
inſtances of martial bravery, equal to the prodigious 
exploits of the judges; or the adventurous deeds of 
Feſſe's valiant ſon, and his matchleſs band of wort hies * ? 
Here we behold the fundamental laws of the uni- 
verſe, ſometimes ſuſpended, fometimes reverſed ; and 
not only the current of Jordan, but the courſe of na- 
ture controlled. In ſhort, when we enter the field of 
ſcripture, we tread on enchanted, ſhall I ay. rather 
Don conſecrated ground; where aſtoniſhment and awe 
are a ed at every turn; where is all, more than 
all, the marvellous of romance , connected with all 
the preciſion and ſanctity of truth. EI 


See 2 Sam. xxiii, 8, Kc. 1 Chron. xi. 10. &c. 
er 0 Heroum fabula vdis s 
Vincitur hiſtorits. | 
195 C 3 If 
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If we want maxims of wiſdom, or have a taſte for 
the laconic ſtyle; how copiouſly may our wants be ſup- 
plied, and how delicately our taſte gratiſied! eſpecial- 
by, in the book of Proverbs, Ecclefia/ſtes, and ſome of 
the minor prophets. — Here are the molt ſage leſſons of 
inſtruction, adapted to _ circumſtance of life, 
formed upon the experience of all preceding ages, and 
perfected by the 2 SPIRIT of inſpiration.— 
Theſe delivered with ſuch remarkable conciſeneſs, that 
one might venture to ſay, every word is a ſentence *. 
At leaſt, every ſentence may be called an apophthegm, 
ſparkling with brightneſs of thought, or weighty with 
ſolidity of ſenſe. The whole, like a profulion of pearls, 
each containing, in a very ſmall: compaſs, a value 
almoſt immenſe, — all heaped up (as an ingenious critic 
ſpeaks) with a confuſed magniſicence, above the little 
niceties of order. 1 

If we look for the ſtrength of reaſoning, and the 
warmth of exhortation ; the inſinuating arts of genteel 
addreſs, or the manly boldneſs of unpartial reproof; all 
the thunder of the orator, without any of his oſtenta- 
tion; all the politeneſs of the courtier, without any 
of his flattery :—let us have recourſe to the acts of the 
apoſtles, and to the epiſtles of St Paul . Theſe are a 
ſpecimen, or rather theſe are the ſlandard, of n 


What Cicero {aid of des, is more eminently true con- 
cerning our royal moraliſt, and his rich collection of ethics; 
concerning our evangelical hiſtorians, and their copious variety 
of facts. Eum adeo eſſe rebus plenum refertumque, ut prope ver- 
borum numerum numero rerum aquet. a . 

+ Another very remarkable inſtance of propriety in St Pau/'s 
writings, is, that though diffu/c in the doctrinal, they are conciſe 
in the preceptive paris. On the former, it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to enlarge. On the latter, it is always judicious to be 
ſhort. The celebrated rule of Horace, | 5 

Nuicguid præcipies, efto hre vit, 
was never more exactly obſerved, er 
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1 do not wonder, therefore, that a taſte ſo refined, 
and a judgment ſo correct as Miſton's, ſhould diſcern 
higher attractives in the volume of inſpiration, than in 
the molt celebrated authors of Greece and Rome. 


1 not the more 
Ceaſe I to wander, where the muſes haunt, 
Clear ſpring, or ſhady grove, or ſunny hill, | 
Smit with the love of ſacred ſong : but CHIEF 
T hee, Sion, and the flowery banks beneath, _ 
That waſh thy hallow'd feet, and warbling flow, 
Nightly I 1 **. 


Aſp. Another recommendation of the ſcriptures, is, 
That they afford the moſt awfu/ and moſt amiable ma- 
nifeſtations of the GODHEA D. His glory ſhines, 

and his goodneſs ſmiles, in thoſe divine pages, with 
unparallelled luſtre. —Here we have a fatisfactory ex- 
planation of our own ate. The origin of evil is tra- 
ced ; the cauſe of all our mifery diſcovered; and the 


remedy, the infallible remedy, both clearly thewn, and 


freely offered. The merits of the bleeding FESUS laya 
firm foundation forall our hopes; while gratitude 

his dying love ſ the winning incitements to 
every duty.—Morality, Theron, your (and let me add, my} 
admired morality, is delineated in all its branches, is 


than by our apoſtolic author. Sec that noble firing of 

1 The. v. 16. 17. &c.—Sce another choice collection of the 
fame kind, Rom. xii. 9. 10. Cc. In which the energy of the 
dition is no leſs admirable, than the conci/ene/s of the ſen- 
tence. Arorupwlic—xnAauuior —yrroropynr—{co 4 


are ſome of the moſt vigorous words that language can furniſh, 


and form the moſt animated meaning that imagination can con- 
ceive. | a hd”, | 
That is, „He ſtill was pleaſed to ſtudy de beauties of the 
« ancient poets ; but his higheſt delight was in the ſongs of 
Sion, in the holy ſcriptures, and in theſe he meditated day 


and night,” See Dr Newton's edit. 
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placed upon its proper baſis, and raiſed to its higheſt 

elevation. —The SPIRIT of GOD is promiſed to 

enlighten the darkneſs of our underſtandings, and 

ſtrengthen the imbecillity of our wills. What an 

ample—Can you indulge me, on this favourite to- 
ic ? 


c! ; 
Ther. It is, I affure you, equally pleaſing to myſelf. 
Your enlargements, therefore, necd no a Wk 
Aſp. What ample proviſion is made, by theſe bleſſed 
books, for al our ſpiritual wants! And, in this reſpect, 
how indiſputable is their ſuperiority to all other com- 
poſitions ! | 
Is any one convinced of guz/t, as provoking heaven, 
and ruining the ſoul !—Let him aſk Reaſon to point 
out a means of reconciliation, and a refuge of ſafety. 
Reaſon heſitates, as ſhe replies; The DEITY may, 


perhaps, accept our ſupplications, and grant for- 
« giveneſs. - But the ſcriptures leave us not to the 
fad uncertainty of conjecture. They 1 the lan- 
guage of clear aſſurance. GOD has ſet forth a pro- 
pitiation * : He does forgive our inquities f: He well 
remember our fins no more f. Bau 
Are we aſſauited by temptation, or averſe to duty? 
paar 0 may attempt to parry the thruſt, or to 
ſtir up the reluctant. mind, by diſcloſing the deformity 
of vice, and urging the ftne/s of things. Feeble ex- 
pedients! Juſt as well calculated to accompliſh the 
ends propoſed, as the flimſy fortification of a cobweb 
to defend us from the ball of a cannon; or, as the gen- 
tle vibrations of a lady's fan to make a wind-bound 
navy fail. —The Bible recommends no ſuch incompe- 
tent ſuccours. My grace, ſays its almighty AUTHOR, 
is ſufficient for thee 85 ſhall net have dominion over 
* t IEH OVA, ia whom is ever- 
ing ſtrength, he worketh in us both to will, and to do, 
& bis good pleaſure '—, 

Kom. i 25, + Pal. chi. 3. 1 Heb. vii. 12. 

12 Cor. xii. 9. + Rom. vi. 14. + Phil. ii. 13. 
' Should 


) 
| 
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Should we be viſited with ent or overtaken by 
any calamity, the conſolation which Plato offers, is, 
That ſuch diſpenſations coincide with the univerſal plan 
of divine government. Vigil will tell us, for our re- 
lief, That afflitive viſitations are, more or leſs,” the 


unavoidable lot of all men. Another moraliſt whiſpers 
in the dejeted ſufferer's ear, « Impatience adds to 


« the load; whereas a calm ſubmiſſion renders it more 
e ſupportable.” Does the word of revelation dif- 
penſe ſuch /piritleſs and fugitive cordials ?—No : thoſe 
ſacred pages inform us, that tribulations are fatherly 
chaſtiſements ; tokens of our MAKE R's love, and 
fruits of his care: that they are intended to work in 
us the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, and to work 
out ſor us an eternal weight of glory *. 

Should we, under the ſummons of death, have re- 
courſe to the moſt celebrated comforters in the Heathen 
world; they would increaſe our apprehenſions, rather 
than mitigate our dread. Death 1s repreſented, by the- 

eat maſter of their ſchools, as * the moſt formidable 
“ of allevils.” They were not able poſitively to deter- 
mine, whether the ſoul ſurvived ; and never ſo much 
as dreamed of the reſurrection of the body.—Whereas, 
the book of GO {ſtrips the monſter of his horrors, : 
or turns him into a meſſenger of peace; gives him an 
angel's face, and a deliverer's hand; aſcertaining to 


| * 2 Cor. iv. 17. What are all the con/olatory expedients 
preſcribed in all the volumes of Heathen morality, compared 
with this one recipe of revelation ? They are, in point of 


chearing efficacy, ſomewhat like the /roth on the conflux of a 


thouſand rapid itreams, compared with a ſingle draught of Ho- 
mers Nepenthe ;; which, he tells us, was | 


Temper'd with drugs of ſov'reign uſe, t'aſſuage 

The boiling boſom of tumultuous rage : 

To clear the cloudy front of wrinkled care, 

And dry the tearſul fluices of deſpair. ; 

Charm'd with that virtuous draught, th exalted mind 
All ſenſe of wo delivers to the uind. 2 | 
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the./ou/s of the righteous, an immediate tran/lation in- 
to the regions of bliſs ; and enſuring to their bodies, a 
moit advantageous reviva/, at the reſtoration ot all 
things. 

Ineſtimable book! It heals the maladies of life, 
and ſubdues the fear of death. It ſtrikes a lightſome 
viſta,” through the gloom of the grave; and opens a 
charming, a glorious proſpect of immortality in the 
heavens. | 
Theſe, with many other excellencics peculiar to the 
ſcriptures, one would imagine more than ſufficient to 
engage every ſenſible heart in their favour, and intro- 
duce them, with the higheſt eſteem, into every impro- 
ved converſation.— They had ſuch an effect upon the 
fineſt genius, and maſt accompliſhed * perſon, that for- 
mer or latter ages can boaſt. Inſomuch, that he made, 
while king, this public declaration ; and left it, when 
he died, upon everlaſting record; eto feet are thy 


If we conſider David, in the great variety of his fine qua- 
lifications ;—the ornaments of his perſon, and the far more il- 
luſtrious endowments of his mind ;—the ſurpriſing revolutions 
in his fortune ; ſometimes reduced to the loweſt ebb of adve- 
ſity; ſometimes riding upon the higheſt tide of proſperity ;— 
his ſingular dexterity in extricating himſclf from difficulties, 
and peculiar felicity in accommodating himſelf to all circum- 
ſtances ;—the prizes he won, as a youthful champion; and tho 
"victories he gained, as an experienced general ;—his maſterly 
hand upon the harp, and his inimitable talent for poetry ;— . 
the admirable regulations of his royal government, and the in- 
comparable uſcfalneſs of his (public writings ;—the depth of 
His repentance, and the height of his devotion ;—the vigour 
of his faith in the divine promiſes, and the ardour of his love 
to the divine M A TESTY :—If we conſider theſe, with ſeveral 
other marks of honour and grace, which ennoble the hiſtory of 
his life; we ſhall ſee ſuch an aſſemblage ot ſhining qualities, as per- 
haps were never united-in any other merely human character. 

This obſervation was expunged. But, upon maturer thoughts, 
it is offered to the public; in order to convince a po/ite reader, 
chat the love of the ſcriptures, and the exerciſe of devotion, 
are by no means the low peculiarities of a pu/gar mind, * 
| wor 


/ 
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words unto my taſte! yea, ſiueeter than - unto my 
mouth-*,——QO how love I thy law! it it my meditation all 
the day f. Mine eyes prevent the night-watches, that I 
may be occupied in thy precepts ; and I will ſpeak of t 
te imenics even before kings .I David taſted fo mu 
ſweetneſs in a /ma/l, and that the ſeaſt valuable, 

of the divine word; how much richer is the feaſt to 
us? ſince the goſpel is added to the law, and the ca- 
non of ſcripture completed! ſince (to borrow the 
words of a prophet) the LORD GOD has ſealed 
up the ſum ; has put the laſt hand to his work ; and 
rendered it full of wiſdom, and perfect in beauty ||. | 


Der. Another very diſtinguiſhing peculiarity of the 

ſacred wntings juſt oceyrs to my mind. The method 
of communicating advice, or adminiſtering reproof, 
by parables. A method which levels itſelf to the /owwe/t 
apprehenſion, without giving offence to the moſt ſuper- 
cilhous teraper ; yet is as much ſuperior to plain unor- 
namented precept, as the enlivened fcenes of a well- 
wrought tragedy, are more impreſſive and affecting 
than a ſimple narration of the plot. 

Our LORD was aſked by a ſtudent of the Jeu 
law, Who is my neighbour ? which implied another que- 
ſtion, How it he to be loved: The inquirer was concerted 
of himſelf ; yet ignorant of the truth, and deficient in 
his duty. Had the wiſe INSTRUCTOR of man- 
kind abruptly declared, You neither know the former, 
nor fulfil the latter; probably the queriſt would have 
reddened with indignation, and departed in a rage.— 
Therefore, to teach, and not diſguſt ; to convince the 
man of his error, and not exa/perate his mind; the 
bleſſed FESU S frames a reply, as amiable in the 
manner, as it was pertinent to the purpoſe. ' | 
A certain perſon going down from Feruſalem to Je- 
richo, fell among thieves J. Not content to rob him 

„ Pal. exix. 103. f ibid, cxix. 97, f ibid, cxix, 46. 

Eck. xxviü. 12, + Luke $430, K. 


of 


* 
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ot his treaſure, they ſtrip him of his garments ; wound 
him with great barbarity; and leave him half dead. — 
Soon after this calamitous accident, a traveller hap- 
pens to come along that very road. And what ren- 
ders him more likely to adminiſter relief, he is one of 
the ſacred order: one who taught others the lovely leſ- 
ſons of humanity and charity ; and was, therefore, 
under the ſtrongeſt obligations to exemplify them in 
his own practice. He juſt glances an eye upon the 
deplorable object; ſees him ſtretched on the cold 
ground, and weltering in his blood : but takes no far- 
ther notice; nay, to avoid the trouble of an inquiry, 
paſſes by on the other ſide.—Scarce was he departed, 
when a Levite approaches. This man comes nearer, and 
locks on the miſerable ſpectacle ; takes a leiſurely and at- 
tentive ſurvey * of the caſe. And though every gaſh 
in the bleeding fleſh cried and pleaded for compaſhon ; 
this miniſter of the ſanctuary neither ſpeaks a word to 
comfort, nor moves a hand to help. Laſt comes a Sa- 
maritan + ; one of the abhorred nation, whom the 
; Jew 
This ſeems to be the import of fer ray or, Luke x. 32. 
This diverſifies the idea, and heightens the deſcription, of 
Jeuiſb inhumanity. | | 
+ If this was a parable, we cannot but admire the accuracy 
of our LORD, both in laying the /cene, and ſelecting the 
circumſtances, —It is the maxim of a great critic, | 


Fitta voluptatis cauſa ſint proxima veris. 


And how very apparent is the air of probability in this ſacred 
apologue — The way from Jeruſalem to Jericho, lying through 
a deſert, was much infeſted by thieves, and too commodious 
their purpoſes of violence. What could be more likely to 
happen, than the paſſage of a prieff and Levite along that 
road ? fince Jericho was a city appropriated to the Levitical 
order, and contained no leſs than twelve thouſand attendants 
on the ſervice of the temple. 
How judiciouſly is the principal figure circumſtanced !— 
Had the calamity befallen a Samaritan, it would have made 
but fecble impreſſions of pity ; and thoſe, perhaps, immediate- 
ly 
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Few hated with the moſt implacable malignity. Though 
the Levite had neglected an expiring brother; though 
the prieſt had with-held his pity from one of the 
LO R D's peculiar people; the very moment this Sa- 
maritan ſees the unhappy ſufferer, he melts into com- 
miſeration. He forgets the embittered foe, and conſi- 
ders only the e fellow-creature. He ſprings from 
his horſe, and reſolves to intermit his journey. The 
oil and wine, intended for his own refreſhment, he 
freely converts into healing unguents He binds up 
the wounds; ſets. the diſabled ſtranger upon his -own 
beaſt; and with all the afidurty of a ſervant, with all 
the tenderneſs. of à brother, eondutts him to an inn. 
There he depoſits money for his preſent uſe; charges 
the hoſt to omit nothing” that might conduce to the 
recovery or comfort of his gueſt; and promiſes to de- 


ly effaced by Aronger emotions of hate. But, when it was a 
Jeu that lay bleeding to death, the repreſentation was ſure to 
intereſt the hearer in the diſtreſs, and awaken a tender concern. 
Had the relief been adminiſtered by a Few, the benevolence 
would have ſhone, but in a much fainter light. Whereas, 
when it came from the. hands of a Samaritan, whom all the 
ZFews had agreed to execrate, and rank with the very fiends of 
hell, how bright—how charmingly and irreſiſtibly bright—was 
the luſtre of ſuch charity | | | 
Let the reader conſider the temper expreſſed in that rance» 
reu; reflection; Thou art a Samaritan, and haft a devil, John 
vin. 48.—Let him compare that inveterate malevolence, with 
the benign and compaſſionate ſpirit of our amiable traveller. 
Then let him ſay, whether he ever beheld a finer or a bolder 
contraſt ? whether, upon the whole, he ever ſaw the ordonnance 
of deſcriptive painting, more juſtly deſigned, or more happily 
executed ? | | | 
I would beg leave to obſerve farther, That the virulent ani- 
moſity of the Few diſcovers itſelf even in the lawyer's reply; 
He that ſhewed mercy on him. He will not ſo much as name 
the Samaritan ; eſpecially in a caſe, where he could not be named 
without an honourable diſtinction.- So ſtrongly marked, and 
ſo exactly preſerved, . are the r« »%, the manners or diſtinguiſh- 
ing qualities of each perſon, in che ſacred narrations ! 
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fray the whole expence of his lodging, his mainte- 
nance, and his cure. 4 a | 
| What a lively picture this of the moſt diſintereſted 
and active benevolence ! A benevolence which excludes 
no perſons, not even ſtrangers or enemies, from its 
tender regards; which diſdains no condeſcenſion, 
no colt, in its labours of love. Could any 
method of conviction have been more forcible, and at 
the fame time more pleaſing, than the i tory pro- 
poſed by our LORD, and deduced from the ſtory ? 
Which now of theſe three, thinkeſ? thou, was neighbour 
unto him that fell among the thieves? Or can there be 
an advice more ſuitable to the occaſion, more importani 
in its nature, or expreſſed with a more ſententious ener- 
„ than Go thou, and do likewiſe *—In this cafe, the 
inſtructs, the delinquent condemns, himſelf. 
Bigotry bears away its prejudice ; and Pride (when the 
moral fo ſweetly, ' ſo imperceptibly inſinuates) even 
pride itfelf lends a willing ear to admonition. . 
Aſp. It has been very juſtly remarked, That this 
elequence of ſimilitudes is equally affecting to the wile, 
and intelligible to the ignorant. It . * rather 
than relates, the point to be illuſtrated. It has been 
admired by the beſt judges in all ages; but never was 
carried to its higheſt perfection, till our LORD ſpoke 
the parable of the prodigal +: Which has a beauty, 
that no paraphraſe can heighten ; 2 ee that 
renders all interpretation needleſs ; a force, which 
every reader, not totally inſenſible, muſt feel. 
Ther. The condeſcenſion and goodneſs of GOD are 
every where conſpicuous.—In the productions of na- 
ture, he conveys to us the moſt. valuable fruits, 
the intervention of the ſovelieſt bloſſoms. Though 
the preſent is in itſelf extremely acceptable, he has gi- 
ven it an additional endearment, by the beauties which 
array it, or the perfumes which ſurround it.—In the 


* Diſcentem, ſays Seneca upon the ſubjeft, er audientem in 
rem freſentem adducunt. Epilt. lx. f Luke xv. 11. Rc. 
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ges of revelation likewiſe, he has communicated to 
us the moſt glorious truths, adorned with all the graces 
of compe/rt1on : ſuch as may poliſh the man of genius, 
and improve the man of worth; ſuch as highly de- 
light our imagination, even while they cultivate and 
refine our morals.—So that they really are, as one of 
their divine authors very elegantly ſpeaks, /ite apples of 
gold in pictures of filver &. 

Aſp. Who then would not gladly receive that gra- 
cious exhortation, Let the word of CHRIST dwell in 
you richly +? Who would not willingly obey that be- 
nign command, Thou halt talk of it, when thou fitteſt 
in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way; when 
thou lieſt doton, and when thou riſeſt up f. 91 

When I conſider the*/anguage of the ſcriptures,” and 
ſometimes experience their energy on my ſoul, I am 
| inclined to ſay,—“ Other writings, though poliſhed 
„ with the niceſt touches of art, only tintle on the 
6 ear, or affect us like the ſhepherd's reed. But theſe, 
« even amidſt all their noble negligence, trite - alarm 
« —tranſport us ſome what like the voice of thunder, 
« or the archangel's trumpet.” 

When I conſider the contents of the ſcriptures, and 
believe myſelf intereſted in the promiſes they make, 
and the privileges they confer, I am induced to cry 
out, —“ What are all the other books in the world, 

* Prov. XXV. 11,-—Th-r9m follows the received tranſlation. 
I ſhould prefer the expoſition of Glaſſivs ; Who iuppoſes Ol 
IVAgh to ſignify, Retiacula argentea, inguibus eculi ſunt nun- 
nut iſimi, penetrabiles tamen viſu. According to this inter- 
pretation, the paſſage will preſent us with apples of gold in 
net work, or lattice-work, oF filver ; where the fine fruit 
receives a new charm, by ſhewing itſelf through the elegant 
apertures of the ſalver. 

+ Col. iii. 16. The word of CHRIST; ſo the apoſtle 
calls the whole inſpired writings, and thereby aſſerts the divinity 
of his Maſter—Dwell; not make a ſhort ſtay, or an occational 
viſit ; but take up a fixed and ſtated reũdence - Richly: in the 
largeſt meaſure, and with the greateſt eficacy; ſo as to fill 
the memory, ſway the will, and actuate all the affections. 


t Deut. vi, 7. © compared 
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4 compared with theſe invaluable volumes? No more 
« than an entertaining novel, or a few prudential rules 
for domeſtic conomy, compared with a parent's . 
« will; a reyal charter; or an imperial grant of titles 
“ and manors.” 

All theſe circumſtances remind me of an encomium 
moſt deſervedly given to the BU; which, though 
quite artleſs, is, I think, abundantly more expreſſive 
than the moſt elaborate efforts of rhetoric. It came 
from the lips of a martyr ; who, being condemned to 
die, for his inviolable adherence to the doctrines 
of ſcripture ; when he arrived at the ſtake, and had 
compoſed himſelf for execution, took his final leave 
in theſe affecting words: Farewell fun and moon 
& Farewell all the beauties of creation, and com- 
« forts of life | farewell my honoured friends! farewell 
« my beloved relations! and farewell, thou precious, 
«- precaous book of GOD?” 


Aſpaſio had ſcarce uttered the laſt ſentence, when a 
ſervant came to let them know, Supper was upon 
the table.” Very opportunely, faid Theron, has our 
repaſt waited till our conference is ended. We have 
ſhewed, what a large field of delightful ſpeculation 
the ſcriptures open; and what ample materials for 
the molt refined diſcourſe * they afford. As nothing 
can be more ungraceful, than to neglect in aur own con- 
duct, what we recommend to the practice of others; let 
us, this very night, begin to ennoble our interviews 
with theſe ynproving ſubjects. Let us endeavour to 
make religious converſation, which is in all reſpects 
defirable, in ſome degree faſhionable. _ yy 

* Should the ſerious reader want any farther perſuaſives to 
this moſt beneficial practice, he may ſee—how particularly our 
divine MASTER obſerves the ſtrain of our converſation, 
Luke xxiv. 17, ;—how ſtrictly he has commanded ſuch ſocial 
communications, as may tend to the % of edifying, Eph. iv. 
29. and what an evivence will ariſe from this article, cither 
for our acquittal or condemnation, at the day of everlaſting 
judgment, Matth. xii. 36. 37. | 51 ö 
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T HE next morning, when breakfaſt was over, 
Theron and Aſpaſio took a walk into the garden; 
—their ſpirits chene, and their imaginations lively; 
—gratitude glowing in their hearts, and the whole 
creation ſmiling around them. 

The ſpot adjoining to the houſe, was appropriated 
to the enten of f/owers. In a variety of hand- 
ſome compartments, were aſſembled the choiceſt beau- 
ties of blooming nature. Here the Hyacinth hung her 
ſilken bells, or the /:/zes reared their filver pyramids. 
There ſtood the neat nurciſſus, looſely * attired in a 
mantle of ſnowy luſtre; or the ſplendid ranunculus 
wore a full-trimmed ſuit of radiant ſcarlet. Pinks 
were riſin ag to enamel the borders; roſes were open- 
ing to dreſs the walls; ſurrounded, on all tides, with 

a profuſion of beauteons forms, either latent in the 
ſtalk, or burſting the buds, or blown into full expan- 
hon. 
This was bounded by a ſlight partition; a fort of 
verdant parapet. Through which they deſcend by an 
eaſy flight of ſteps, and are preſented with the ele- 
gant an licity of the dualer ace In one place, 
you might ſee the marigold flowering, ol the beans 
in bibſſom. mn another, the endive curled her leaves, 
or the lettuce thickened her tufts: cauliflowers ſhel- 
tered their fair complexion under a n umbrella: 
while the burrage diſhevelled f her locks, and braided 
them with blooming jewels, of a finer azure than the 
fineſt ſapphires r ny unny /lopes, the cucumber and 
melon lay baſking in the collected beams. On the 
raiſed beds, the — ſeemed to be erecting a 


Hiantem flore decoro 
Narcti 


+ Referring to the * irregular manner of its foliation. 
Vol. II. No 6 D ſtandard, 
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ſtandard, while the aſparagus ſhot “ into ranks of 
ſpears. The /eve/ ground produced all manner of cool- 
ing ſallads and nourithing eſculents. Nothing was 
wanting to furniſh out the wholeſome luxury of an 
antediluvian banquet. 
Soon, a high wall intervenes. Through which a 

wicket opens, and tranſmits them into the regular and 

uidiſtant rows of an orchard. —This plantation is fo 
nicely adjuſted, that it looks like an arrangement of 
rural piazzas, or a collection of diverſiſied viſtas. 
The eye is, every where, entertained with the exacteſt 
uniformity ; and darts, with unobſtructed eaſe, from 
one end of the branching files to the other.—On all 
the boughs lay a lovely evolution of bloſſoms, arrayed 
in milky white, or tinged with the ſofteſt red. Croud- 
ing into one general cluſter, without relinquiſhing any 
vacant ſpace for leaves, they formed the faireſt, the 
gayeſt, the grandeſt alcove, that fancy itſelf can ima- 
gine.—lt is really like the court of the Graces, None 
can approach it, without finding his ideas brightened, 
and feeling his temper exhilarated. 

Contiguous to this correct diſpoſition of things, 
nature had thrown a wilderneſs, hoary, groteſque, 
and magnificently confuſed, It ſtretched itſelf, with 
a large circular ſweep, to the north; and ſecured both 
the olitory and the orchard from incommoding winds. 
—Coples of hazel, and flowering ſhrubs, the 
lower ſpaces ; while poplars quivered algft in air, and 
pines pierced the clouds with their leafy ſpears. Here 
grew clumps of fir, clad in everlaſting green: there 
itood groves of oak, that had weathered, for ages, the 
wintry ſtorm. — Amidſt this woody theatre, ran a 
winding walk ; lined with elms of inſuperable height; 
whoſe branches, uniting at the top, reared a ſtately 
arch, and projected a ſolemn ſhade. It was impoſſible 

* Alluding, not only to the Hape, but alſo to the growth 
of this plant; which is ſo unuſually. quick, that it may almoſt 
be ſaid to fart, rather than to riſe out of the carth. 


to 
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to enter this lofty labyrinth, without being ſtruck with 
a pleafng dread. As they proceed, every inflection 
diffuſes a deeper gloom, and awakens a more penſive 
attention. | 
Having ſtrolled in this darkſome avenue, without a 
ſpeck of ſunſhine, without a glimpſe of the heavens; 
on a ſudden, they ſtep into open day ,—Surpriling !. 
cries Aſpaſio. What a change is this! What delightful 
enchantment is here One inſtant, whelmed in Trophe- 
mus's cave * ; where horror frowns, and darkneſs 
lours, and ſolitude reigns: tranſported, the next, into 
the romantic ſcenes of cadia ; where all ĩs 8 
is lightſome, and all is gay. Quick as thought f, the 
arches of heaven expand their azure. Turrets and ſpires 
ſhoot into theſkies. Towns, with their ſpacious edifices, 
ſpread themſelves to the admiring view. Thoſe lawns, 
with freſheſt herbage; thoſe fields, rich with 
2 corn; where were they all, a moment 
Alt brings to my mind that remarkable ſituation of 
the Jewiſb lawgiver ; when, elevated on the ſummit. of 
Piſgal, he ſurveyed the goodly land of promiſe ;—ſur- 
veyed the rivers, the floods, the brooks of honey and butter; 


* The reader may find a curious account of this cave, to- 
gether with a very humorous, and (which ſhould always ac- 
company humor, or elſe it will be like a ſting without the it. Ns 
an 8 deſcription of its effects: Veet. vol. VIII. No 


| * ＋ 825 h a ſudden alteration of the 2 wad beamifully 
deſcribed by Milton ; 

As when a ſcout, 

Through dark and deſert ways, with peril gone 
All night, at laſt, by bredk of chearful dawn, 

Obtains the brow of /ome high-climbing hill, 

Which to his eye diſcovers unaware 

The goodly proſpect of Some foreign land, 

Firſt jeen ; or ſome renoun d metropoli', 

With gliftering ſpires and pinnacles adorn'd, 

Which now the riſing ſun gilds with bis beams. 


D 2 ; —furveyed 
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—ſurveyed the mountains dropping with wine and the 
. e with milk &; — ſurveyed all with hoſe 
for forty tedious years, had been confined 
— oy fands, ra rocks, and the irkſome waſtes 
of a deſolate howling wilderneſs. 


Here they ſeated themſelves on the firſt ** bil- 
heck, which — its couch. The riſing ſun had viſit- 
ed the ſpot, to dry up the dews, and exhale the 
damps, that might endanger health ; to: open the vio- 
lets, — expand the primroſes, that decked the 
The whole ſhade of the wood was collected ehind 
them; and a beautiful, extenſive, diverſiſied landſcape 
ſpread itſelf before them. 

Theron, according to his uſual manner, made many 
improving remarks on the proſpect, and its furniture. 
He traced the footſteps of an all cemprehending contri- 
vance, and pointed out the ſtrokes of inimitable ſxill. 
He obſerved the grand exertions of power, and the rich 
exuberance of goodneſs, moſt ſignally, moſt charming- 
ly conſpicuous through the whole Upon one cir- 


1 2 6?—— baverennt 


"Der. See! Aſpafio, how all is calculated to adminiſter 
the higheſt delight tomankind.—Thoſe trees and hed- 
ges, which Mint the extremities of the landſcape; ſteal- 

ing away from their real bulk, and leſſening by gentle 
diminutions; appear like elegant pictures in miniature. 
Thoſe which occupy the nearer ſituations, are a ſet of 


* This is the language of the book of Jeb, and the prophecy 
of Feel. A language, like the ſcene it deſcribes, not beautiful 
only, but beautiful and rich even to /uxuriancy, Job xx. 17. 
Joel iti. 18.—One would almoſt ſuſpect, the Lyric poet had read 
theſe paſiages, and attempted an imitation of their delicacies. 

Vinique font em, lattis et uberes 
Cantare rives, atque truncis 
Laęſa cavis iterare mella. Lib. II. Od. xix. 
4 1 Horace would have called it, ceſpes 2 * 
no die 
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noble images; ſwelling upon the eye, in full propertion,” 
and in a variety of graceful attitudes. Both of them 
ornamenting the ſeveral apartments of our common a- 
bode, with a mixture of delicacy and deur. 

The bloſſoms that array the branches, the fowers that 
embroider the mead, addreſs and entertain our eyes 
with every charm of beauty *. Whereas, to other crea- 
rures, they are deſtitute of all thoſe attractives, which 
reſult from a combination of the lovelieſt colours, and 
moſt alluring forms.—Yonder /treams, that glide, with 
ſmooth ſerenity, along the valleys; glitgering to the 
diſtant view, like ſheets of poliſhed cryſtal ; or ſooth- 
ing the attentive ear, with the ſoftneſs of aquatic 
murmurs ; are no leſs eFhi/arating to the fancy, than to 
the ſoil through which they paſs, —The huge enormous 
mountain ; the ſteep and dizzy 2 the pendent 
horrors of the craggy promontory ; wild and tremendous 
as they are, furniſh out an agreeable entertainment 
to the human mind; and pleaſe, even while they terri- 
fy. Whereas, the beaſts take no other notice of thoſe 


* Therefore, when the prophet deſcribes the Chriſtian 
church, adorned with all the beauties of holineſs, he borrows 
his imagery from theſe amiable objects. Hrael ſball bud and 
bloſſum, II. xxvii. 6,,—Nay, the very wilderneſs, even the Gen- 
tile nations, being converted unto CHRIST, ball biefſom as 
a roſe, If. xxxv. 1.— I will be as the dew unto Vraci; be 
Hall bloſſom as the lily, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon, 
Hof. xiv. 5. What an elegant picture! and what a comfort- 
able promiſe! Here is the queen of flowers, and the prince 
of trees. Nothing fairer than the full-blown lily; nothing 
firmer than the deep-rooted cedars. Yet theſe are a repreſen- 
ration (and but a faint repreſentation) of the comeline/s, which 
the all-glorious RED EEMER puts upon his people; and of 
2 ability which they derive from his inviolable faithful - 


N. B. The fourteenth of Hoſea is one of thoſe chapters, 
which, for their peculiar importance and excellency, deſerve 
not only to have a turn in our reading, but a place in our me- 


mory. | nh 
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majeſtic deformities, than. only to avoid the dangers 
they threaten. : * LA? 

4p. How. wonderfully do ſuch confiderations exa/t 
our idea of the CREATOR's goodnels ; his very 
diſtinguiſhing. goodneſs to mankind : And ſhould they 
not proportionably endear that eternal Benefactor to 
our affections : His ever-bountiful hand has ſcattered 
. bleſſings, and with profuſe liberality, among all the 
ranks of animated. exiſtence. But to vs he exerciſes 
2 beneficence of a very ſuperior kind, e are treated 
as his peculiar favourites. Ne are admitted to ſcenes 
of delight, Which none but ourſelves are capable of 


Ti — Another remark, though very obvious, is e- 
qually important. The eination of all theſe exter- 
nal things is no leſs advantageous, than their formation 
is beautiful, The bloom, which engages the eye with 
its delicate hues, is cheriſhing the embryo fruit; and 
forming, within its ſilken folds, the rudiments of a 
future deſſert. Thoſe ſtreams, which ſhine from afar, 
like fluid ſilver, are much more valuable in their pro- 
ductions, and. beneficial in their ſervices, than they 
are amiable in their appearance. They diſtribute, as 
they roll along their winding banks, cleanlineſt to our 
houſes, and fruitfulneſs to our lands. They nourith, 
and at their own expenſe, a never-failing ſupply of 
the fineſt b. They vilit our cities, and attend our 
wharfs, as ſo many public vehicles, ready to ſet out at all 


urs. 
Thoſe ſheep, which give their udders to be drained 
by the buſy friſking lambs, are fattening their fleſh for 
our ſupport ; and while they fill their own fleeces, are 
ding for our comfortable clothing. Yonder kine, 
ſome of which are browzing upon the tender herb; 
others, ſatiated with paſturage, ruminate under the 
ſhady covert; though conſcious of no ſuch deſign, are 
concocting, for our uſe, one of the /ofte/7, perf, heal- 
theft liquors in the world, —The bees that fly 


hum- 
ming 
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ming about our ſeat, and purſue their work on the 
fragrant bloſſoms, are collecting balm and ſweetneſs, 
to compoſe the rickeit of ſyrups; which, though the 
produce of their toil, is intended for our good. 

Nature, and her whole family, are our ob/equious ſer- 
vants, our ever- active labourers. They bring the fruits 
of their united induſtry, and pour them into our lap, 
or depoſit them in our ſtore- rooms. | 

Aſp. Who can ever ſuſliciently admire this immenſe 
benignity ?: The ſupreme DISPOSER of events 
has commanded delight and profit to walk hand in 
hand, through his ample creation ; making all things 
ſo perfedtly pleaſing, as if beauty was their only end; 

et all things ſo emmently ſerviceable *, as if ufefulneſs 

d been their ſole deſign.— And, as a moſt winning 
invitation to our gratitude, he has rendered man the 
centre, in which all the emanations of his benefi» 
.cence, diffuſed through this terreſtrial ſyſtem, finally 
terminate. , 

But, my dear Theron, is not this apparent, in a 
much more wonderful manner, throughout the whole 
ceconomy of REDEMPT1o N'—lIt were a ſmall thing 
for this inferior claſs of wnintel/igent creatures, to be 
continually employing themſelves for our benefit. 
Even the SON the moſt high GOD, through all his 
incarnatE ſtate, ated the very ſame part.—He took 
fleſh, and bore the infirmities of human nature, not 
for himſelf, but for us men, and our ſalvation. He 
ſuffered want, and endured miſery in all its forms ; 
that we might poſſeſs the fulnefs of joy, and abound in 
pleaſures for evermore.—When he poured. out his ſoul 
in agonies, under the curſe of an avenging law; was it 
not with a compaſſionate view to make @«s partakers of 
eternal blefſedneſs? When he fulfilled, perfectly fulfilled 
the whole commanding law; was it not for this gracious 

; Omnes mundi partes ita conflitute Jes ut neque ad uſum 
meliores eſſe poterint, neque ad ſpeciem pulchriores. 155 

A 1 S Ee Gaede 
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purpoſe, that his merits might be imputed to us? that 
we, by bis obedience, might be made righteous? Yes, 
| For us he liv'd, - 
Toi” d for our eaſe, and for our ſaſety bled. 
Nothing in the whole courſe—— 

Ther. Pardon me for interrupting you, Apa. 1 
have no objection to the general drift of your diſcourſe. 
But that particular notion of mputed righteouſneſs bas 
always appeared to me in a very ridiculous light. 
And I muſt ſay, that ſuch a Puritanical noſtrum makes 
a very unbecoming figure, amongſt your other man- 
ly and correct ſentiments of religion. 

p. You know, Theron, I have long ago diſavowed 
that ignoble prejudice, which rejects doctrines, or de- 
ſpiſes perſons, becauſe they happen to, be branded 
with contemptible names. *Tis true, the writers 
ſtyled Puritans, are remarkable for their attachment to 
this peculiarity of the goſpel. It runs through all 
their theological works; and very eminently diſtin- 
guiſhes them, from the generality of our modern trea- 
tiſes.— But muſt it therefore be wrong, becauſe main- 
tained by that particular ſet of people? Or, are they 
the only advocates for this important truth ? 

Ther. Aye: it is as I ſuſpected. I have lately con- 
jectured, from ſeveral hints in my Aſþa/io's diſcourſe, 

that he has been warping to the low ungentleman-like 
peculiarities of thoſe whimſical fanatics. n 

Aſp. I cannot conceive, why you ſhould call them 
whimſical. —To ſettle faith on its proper baſis, the meri 
- torious righteouſneſs of the REDEEMER; and to 
deduce obedience from 'its true origin, the love of 
G OD ſhed abroad in the heart ;—to ſearch the con- 
ſcience, and convince the judgment ;—to awahken the 
* lethargic, and comfort the afflicted foul ;—and all from 
a thorough knowledge, joined to a maſterly applica- 
tion, of the divine word ;—theſe, ſure, are not in- 
fecal talents, but real excellencies. Yet theſe, if we 
may credit hiſtory, entered into the preaching; theſe, 


it 


if we will examine impartially, are to be found in the 

writings, of the Puritans.—And a pearl, you wall 

leaſe to remember, is a pearl ſtill, ough it thould 
in the Ethigpian's ear. 

Ter. Ethiopian indeed! You hams truly characte- 
rized that demure and glaomy generation. I hope, you 
don't intend to introduce their affected ſolemnity and 
forbidden reſerve, into your own eaſy and nA engaging con- 


verſation. Though, for aught I can 108 ge, this would. 
ſu 


be no more ungraceful, than to patch ſuch * 
notions on the refined ſcheme of Chriſtianity. - 

Aſp. My dear friend, you are too ludicrous; and I 
begin to catch the infection. We had better return 
to our firſt topic, Let us contemplate the wonders of 
creation; and as we adire the works, learn to adore 
the MAK E R. 

Ther. None of your evaſions, good Aſpaſo. You 
muſt not think to put me off at this rate. I have 
wanted an opportunity, to rally you upon this head ; 
and to argue or laugh you out of theſe „ religious oddi- 
Hes. 

4p. If you will not to terms of peace, I hope 
you will allow ſome c Nation of arms. At leaſt, till 1 


can muſter my forces, and prepare for the vindication 


of my principles. 
Ther. No: upon the ſpot, and out of hand, vou 


are required to anſwer for yourſelf, and theſe ſame 


queer opinions. —I ſhall ſerve you as the Roman conſul 
ſerved the procraſtinating monarch. When he demur- 
red about his reply to the demands of the ſenate, and 
ſaid, he would conſider of the matter ; the reſolute am- 
baſlador drew a circle round him with his cane, and in- 
ſiſted upon a politive anſwer, before he ſtepped over 
thoſe limits, 

Aſp. This, however, you will give me leave to ob- 
ſerve, that the affair is of a very /errous nature. Up- 
on condition that you will diſmiſs your flouriſhes of 
wit, - and ſtrokes of _ I will acquaint you wo 
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the reaſons which have made me a thorough convert 
to this doctrine.— Once, I held it in the utmoſt con- 
tempt, and pitted the ſimplicity of (as I then ſtyled 
them) its deluded admirers. But I am now become + 
fuch a fool, that I may be truly wiſe, and ſubſtantially 
happy. I have ſeen my ruined ſtate, and I blets 
G OD for this ſovereign reſtorative. It is the ſource 
of my ſtrongeſt conſolations, and the very foundation 
of my eternal hopes. 

Ther. Excuſe me, Aſpaſio, if the vivacity of my 
temper, and the feemingly-uncouth tenet, kindled 
me into into a more humorous gaiety, than became 
the occaſion. You ſpeak of the point with ſo much 
ſeriouſneſs, and in ſuch weighty terms, as check 
my levity, and command my reſpect. Be pleaſed to exe- 
cute what you have promiſed; and the moſt engaged at- 
tention of my mind ſhall atone for the petulant ſallies 


of my tongue. 


Aſp. To conceive a diſlike of any doctrine, only 
becauſe perſons of a particular denomination have 
been very officious to promote its reception; this is 
hardly conſiſtent with an impartial inquiry after truth. 

Ther. I grant it, Aſpaſio. And I {hould be aſhamed 
of my oppolition, if it was founded on ſo flight a bot- 
tom. But, abſtracted from all party-confiderations, 1 
can ſee nothing in this ſuppoſed article of our faith, 
that may recommend it to the unprejudiced inqui- 
rer What can be more awtard than the term, or 
more” irrational than the ſentiment ? 

Aſp. The word imputed, when uſed in this connec- 
tion, may poflibly convey a diſagrecable ſound to the 
ears of ſome : becauſe they look upon it as the 
peculiar phraſeology of a few /uper/tit:ous ſectariſte; 
and reject it, merely on the foot of that unreaſonable 


ſurmiſe.— But how can you be diſguſted at the expreſ- 


fion, Theron, who have ſo often read it in the moſt ap- 


proved and judicious writers? St Paul, who might 
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affirm with relation to his epiſtles, much more truly 
than the painter concerning his portraits, / write fer 
eternity * ſcruples not to uſe this awkward language, 
ſeveral times in the ſame chapter f. Milten, the cor- 
rectneſs of whoſe taſte, and the propriety. of whoſe 
{tyle, no perſon of genius will ever queſtion, delights 
to copy, in various parts of his incomparable poem, 
the _ diction. Authorized by /uch precedents, 
it is ſuperior to cavil, and warranted beyond all ex- 
ception. 

As to the ſentiment, I take it to be the very funda- 
mental article of the goſpel: and I believe, whoever 
is acquainted with eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, will allow, that 
it bore the principal ſway, in extricating us from Po- 
Fiſh darkneſs, and introducing the reformation.— 
What ſays our LORD, with regard to the love c: 
G OD, and the love of our neighbour ? On theſe te 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets. Much 
the ſame would I venture to ſay concerning the impu- 
tation of our fins to CHRIST, and the imputation of 
CHRIS T's righteouſneſs to us: On theſe t2vo doc- 
trines hang all the privileges and the whole glory of 
the goſpel. 'S | 

Ther In our laſt converſation, I muſt own, I ſaw a 
ſtrong reſemblance between the works and the word 
of GOD. But I never obſerved any thing in nature, 
that bore the leaſt ana/ogy to imputed fin, or imputed 
righteouſneſs —To me your two doctrines ſeem very 
unaccountable and irrational. | 

Aſp. That our fins ſhould be charged upon. the only 


* Alluding to the painter, who, apologizing for the flow 
procedure and ſcrupulouſſy - nice touches of his pencil, ſaid, 
Aternitati pingo, I paint for eternity. And thoſe ſtrokes had 
need be correct, which are intended to ſurvive, ſo long as time 
itſelf ſhall laſt. | 

+ See Rom, iv. in which ſingle chapter, ſome branch of the 
word oi!1ovn4 to be imputed, occurs no leſs than ten or eleven 
Umes, 
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begotten SON of G OD, and that his righteouſneſs 
ſhould be made over to ſinful worms, is ſtrange, ex- 
ceeding ſtrange, The pſalmiſt calls it, marvellous loving- 
kindneſs . The apoſtle ſtyles it, love that paſſeth know- 
ledge F. And it has ſometimes, I muſt freely confeſs, 
been almoſt ready to ſtagger my belief. However, I 
have found myſelf relieved in this perplexity, not on- 
ly by the teſtimonies of ſcripture, but even from the 
contemplation of nature. All nature is full of 9 
and myſterious effects; conſequently, is a voucher for 
the myſterious truths of Chriſtianity. | 

How ſurpriſing are the experiments of electricity, 
and the occult qualities of the laadſtone How ſurpri- 
ling thoſe countleſs legions of eAuvia, which tranſpire 
from a ſmall odoriferous body! and thoſe infinite my- 
riads of luminous particles, which iſſue from a ſmaller 
flaming ſubſtance f! There's not a blade of grafts, 
but fi es the comprehenſion of all mankind ; and 
not a ſingle atom, but is big with wonders.—Inſo- 
much, that the intelligent obſerver can no where fix 
his thoughts, without being aſtoniſhed, tranſported, 
and even loſt in admiration. | 

Since the procedure of Providence in this viſible 1. 
ſtem, is a continued ſeries of ſtupendous and unſearc 
able operations; need we be alarmed, can we reaſon- 
ably be offended, if the ſcheme of redemption is e- 
qually ſtupendous, is far more amazing? Yet, though 
amazing, 1 hope, it will not appear, what you was 
pleaſed to infinuate, irrational, 

Suppoſe we ſtate the the ſigniſication of the ferme, 


* Pfal. xvii. 7. + Eph. ui. 19. 

t Dr Niewwentyt has computed, that, from a lighted candle, 
about the ſize of fix to the pound, there iſſues, in the ſecond 
of a minute, an effuſion of particles, vaſtly more than ten 
hundred thouſand million times the number of ſands, which 
the whole globe of the earth contains. To call this a very 
great multitude, would be faying little. It nonpluſſes our 
thoughts, and exceeds the utmoſt ſtreich of imagination 
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and adjuſt the boundaries of our ſubject, before we 
enter upon a ſurvey of its contents? | 

Ther. Such a caution would have prevented, at leaſt 
have ſhortened, many a vehement and tedious con- 
troverſy. — You ſee, on yonder heath, the 1 
tions for an approaching race. There ſtand the poſts, 
which are to mark out the limits of thecourſe. Without 
this previous reſtrictive care, how irregular would be the 
excurſions of the contending fteeds! How difficult, 
rather how empeſfuble, to declare the conqueror, and 
award the prize -A clear definition of terms ſeems 
equally neceſſary for candid diſputants. Without it, 
they may wrangle for ages, and never come toa deter- 
mination. F | 

Aſp. Juſtification is an act of GOD almighty's grace; 
whereby he acquits his people from guilt, and accounts 
them righteous *, for the ſake of CHRIS T's ngh- 
teouſneſs, which was wrought out for them, and 1s 
imputed to them. \ by 

her. Two of your terms want ſome further expli- 

cation. What do you underſtand by CHRIST's. 
. righteouſneſs * And what is the meaning of imputed ? 

Aſp. By CHRIST's righteouſneſs, I erſtand 
the whole of his alive and paſſive obedience; ſpring- 
ing from the perfect holineſs of his heart; conti- 
nued through the whole progreſs of his life; and ex- 
tending to the very laſt pang of his death. By the 
word imputed, I would ſignify, that this righteouſneſs, 
though performed by our L ORD, is placed to our ac- 
count ; is reckoned or adjudged by GOD as our own. 
Inſomuch, that we may plead it, and rely on it, for 
the pardon of our ſins; for adoption into his family; 
and for the enjoyment of life eternal.—Shall I illuſtrate 
my meaning by a well-atteſted fact? 


Should any reader object to the definition, apprehending, 
that juſtification implies no more than the pardon of fins ; 1 
would deſire him to fuſpend his judgment, till he has peruſed 
Dialogue X. where this point is more circumſtantially confider- 
el. | | Ther. 


7 
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Ther. Nothing gives us ſo eaſy a conception of any 
difficult point, as this method of explaining, by paral- 
lel facts, or proper ſimilitudes. 

Aſp. I don't ſay the caſe is parallel. I only produce 
it, to aid our conceptions.—One/imus, you know, was 
Philemon's ſlave *. He had perſidiouſly deſerted his 
maſter*s ſervice, and ſtill more perſidiouſly ſtole his 
goods. The fugitive, in his guilty rambles, provi- 
dentially meets with St Paul. He is charmed and cap- 
tivated with that gracious goſpel, which proclaims 
mercy even for the vileſt of ſinners. He becomes a 
thorough convert to the religion of FESU S, and is 
received into the ſpiritual patronage of the apoſtle. 
Who, learning his diſhoneſt ph and obnox10us 
ſtate, und es to bring about'a reconcihation with 
his offended maſter; diſpatches him, for this purpoſe, 
with a letter to Ph:/emon ; and, amongſt other perſua- 
fives, writes thus in the poor criminal's behalf; F he 
hath wronged thee, or oxveth thee ought, put that on mine 
account.” I Paul bave written it with mine own hand ; I 
cuil l repay it. 0 

That which the zealous preacher of Chriſtianity of- 
fered, the adored AUTHOR of Chriſtianity executed. 
e had revolted from the LOR D of all lords, and 
broke his holy commandments. The SON of GOD, 
infinitely compaſſionate, vouchſafes to become our 
Mediator. That nothing might be wanting to render 

his mediation — he places himſelf in our 
Read. The puniſhment, which we deſerved, He en- 
dures. The obedience, which we owed, He fulfils.— 
Both which, being imputed to us, and accepted for 
us, are the foundation of our pardon, are the procu- 
ring cauſe of our juſtiſication. | 

Ther. Is this the exact ſigniſication of the original 
word, which we tranſlate imputed? | 

Aſp. In the book of Nambers, we meet with this 
phraſe; and in ſuch a connection, as clears up its 
| dee the epilile to Phileman, _ 


meaning. 
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meaning. JEHOVAH enadts a decree concerning the 
Levites, who had no vintages to gather, nor any har- 
velts to reap. He directs them to preſent the tenth 
part of their tythes, in the form of a heave-oitering ; 
adding, And this your heave-offering ſhall be reckoned * 
unto you, as though it were the corn of the tbreſbing- 
floor, and as the fulneſs of the wine-preſs ; as ſatisfacto- 
ry to me, and as beneficial to you, as it it was the 
tenth of your own labours, and the tythe of your 
own increaſe. — So the expiatory ſufferings which 
CHRIST endured, the complete obedience which he 
rmed, are reckoned to true believers. And are al- 
together as effeftual for obtaining their ſalvation, as if 
they were their own perſonal qualifications. - | | 
Ther, The imputation, mentioned in your paflage, 
is the imputation of ſomething done by the Levites | 
themſelves, not of ſomething done by another. This, 
I apprehend, is the true import of the word, when it | 
occurs affirmatively in ſcripture. | k 
Aſp. This is a/ways the import, —ſhould have been | 


Numb. xviii. 27. u exactly anſwers to St Paul's woetn, 
Rom. iv. 9.—The ſame phraſe is uſed, and the ſame doctrine 
taught, Lev. xvii. 3. 4. What man ſeever there be of the houſe of 
Iſrael that killeth an ox, or lamb, or goat, in the camp, or that 
killeth it out of the camp: and bringeth it nat unto the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation, to offer unto the LORD an 
offering before the tabernacle of the LORD, blood ſhall be im- 
puted to that man; he hath ſbed blond; and that man ſball be 
cut off ſrom among his people, Here was no murder committed 
by the offender, yet the crime ot murder is charged, or, as the 
ſcripture ſpeaks, blood is imputed to him, Leſt any ſhould miſ- 
take the meaning of this exprefſion, or not underſtand it in its 
due latitude, the divine LAW GIVER is his own interpre- 
ter; He hath in the eye ot my juſtice hd b/cod he thall 
for a murderer, and be punithed as a murderer; he thall be cut | 
off from among his people.— Thus alſo faith the eternal JUDGE 
concerning the believers m CHRIST; © The righteouſneſs of 
* my SON is imputed to them ; they are in the eye of my 
*« juſtice righteous ; they ſhall be dealt with, as righteous per- 

«« ſons; and made partakers of the kingdom of heaven.” | 


ſaid 
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ſaid, in order to make the objection forcible. But 
you could not ſo ſoon forget the inſtance juſt now al- 
leged. St Paul, ſpeaking of the crimes which One/emus 
nad committed, and of the injuries which Philemon 
had fuſtained, fays, „Charge them all on me “. 1 
+ will be reſponſible for the one and for the other, as 
<< much as if the whole guilt had been of my own 
contracting.“ —Here is ſuppoſed, not the imputa- 
tion of ſomething done by the apoſtle himſelß, but of 
another's criminal behaviour. 

Under the law, Aaron is commanded to put the ini- 
quitizs of Iſrael upon the ſcape-goat 4.—The fame ſen- 
timent is reinculcated, when the goat is faid to bear the 
iniquities of the people 1. This was plainly an impu- 
tation; yet could not poſſibly be the imputation of 
any thing done by the devoted animal. —The ect, 
- which took place upon the execution of this ordinance, 
indicate a tranſlation of guilt. For the congregation 
was cleanſed, but the goat polluted. The congrega- 
tion /o cleanſed, that their iniquities were conveyed 
away, and to be found no more: the goat /o polluted, 
that it communicated defilement to the on who 
conducted it into the land not inhabited. —All this was 
G O D's own appointment ; and deſigned, like the 
whole ſyſtem of Moſaic ceremonies, to inſtruct his 
church in the knowledge of the great MEDIATOR ; in 
whoſe perſon and office that was done really, which elſe- 
where could be accompliſhed nootherwiſethan /ypically. 


Ther. If this is your meaning, Aſpaſio, I am apt to 
think, it will be a difficult matter to make me a pro- 
ſelyte. I muſt be content to paſs for one of the ſtiff- 
necked generation; fince I can fee neither wi/dom nor 
equity, im aſcribing to a perſon what he has not, or im- 
puting to him what he does not. 
© "Aſp. It was not A/pa/io, but his friend, who ſet out 
with a view of making proſelytes. If I can maintain 


6 — Eu. 41. 1 Lev. xvi. 22. 
a my 
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my ground, and vindicate my own belief, it will be 
no 1nconſiderable acquiſition, —However, I ſhall not 
deſpair of ſeeing the partner of my heart become a 
ſharer of my faith. When we are convinced of our 
numberle/s fins ; when we feel the deprevity of our na- 
' ture, and begin to diſcern the inconceivable ſanity of 
our JUDGE; 'TxEx, perhaps, this exploded article 
may be found worthy of acceptance ;—its conſtitution 
admired, as the wiſdom of G O D ;—and its privilege 
coveted, as the confolation of our ſouls. 

Ther. I ſhall wave, at preſent, an examination of 
each particular; and only make ſome remote obſerva- 
tions, which ſeem, nevertheleſs, pretty nearly to af- 
fect your ſcheme, Some perſons, I dare be poſitive, - 
have not ſo much as hed of your terms; many per- 
ſons have no manner of acquaintance with your doc- 
trine. Will you ſtrike off all theſe from the liſt of 
Chriſtians ? Will you condemn all theſe as deſperate 
infidels? N | | | 

Aſp. Not heard of them in a Proteſtant nation! 
where the goſpel is publicly preached, and the Bible 
in every one's hand This, if true, is much to be 
lamented. "SI | 

In anſwer to your queſtion ;—it is not my cuſtom, 
much leſs is it my prerogative, to condemn others. 
Has G0 D committed all judgment unto me, that I 
ſhould preſume to anticipate the decifive ſentence, or 
launch the thunderbolts of eternal vegeance Neither 
do I affirm the condition of ſuch perſons to be deſpe- 
rate. There may be thoſe, who have no exp/icit know- 
ledge of the doctrine, . who are even prejudiced againſt 
the expreſſions; yet live under the belief of the truth, 
and in the exerciſe of the duty.— © They are never 
te diverted, by the ſplendor of any thing that is great, 
« or by the conceit of an _ at is good in them, 
« from looking upon ſelves as /inful duſt and 
« aſhes.” Their whole dependence is upon that 
FUST ONE, who expired on the croſs, and whom 

VoL. II. NO 6. n the 
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the heavens have received. They ſeek the /andifying 
SPIRIT, in conſequence of their SAVIOUR's 
death; and give all diligence to add io their faith, 
| vir fue *, 3 
Wer. If people may be fafe, and their eternal in- 
tereſts ſecure, without any knowledge of theſe parti- 
cularities; why ſhould you offer to puzzle their heads, 
about a few unncceſſary ſcholaſtic terms ? 
Aſp. Scriftural terms, you ſhould have ſaid, Theron. 
However, we are not very ſolicitous, as to the cre- 
dit, or the uſe, of any particular ſet of phraſes. On- 
ly let men be humbled, as repenting criminals, at the 
-REDEEMER's feet, let them rely, as devoted peu- 

fiorers, on his precious merits ; and they are undoubt- 
= edly in the way to a bliſsful immortality. —Yet will 
their way be leſs clear, and their ſteps more embarraſſ- 
1 ed, by not diſtinctly underſtanding the benign genius 
ol the goſpel. A proper information in this important 
| point, would ſhed light upon their paths, and encou- 
rage them in their journey; would further their progreſs 
| in vital holineſs, and increaſe their joy in the LORD. 
Ther. The NEVE] of our  accoge I have obſer- 
| ved, are perpetually. dwelling u is one favourite 
: topic; to the excluſion. of that 1 d On 
ſential part of Chriſtianity, ſanctiſication. | 
Ap. If you have ever taken notice of ſuch a con- 
duct, you are unqueſtionably right, in with-holding 
your approbation. It is a manifeſt incongruity, and de- 
ſerves your cenſure. But, aſſure yourſelf, it proceeds 
from a miſapprehenſion in the perſons, and has no 
connection with the nature of the doctrine. 

I am far, very far from reducing the various parts 
of Crhiſtianity (which, when connected, make up fo 
well-proportioned a ſyſtem) to this ſingie, however 
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purpoſes of intellectual and eternal happineſs, as the 
heart and the /ungs are to the ſubſiſtence of the animal 
ceconomy. The former muſt tranſmit, the latter mutt 
refine, the vital fluid; or elſe diſeaſe will take place, 
and death will enſue, My intention is, that thoſe 
fundamental truths of the goſpel, like theſe maſter-0r- 
ans in the body, may have each its proper office aſ- 
Agned ; each concur to ſupport the better health, and 
to promote the ſpiritual growth of the Chriſtian, 
Ther. Other of your zealous folks I have known, 
who are all for the ſanctißying influence of the SPIRIT; 
and reckon this affiance the SAVIO oY merits 
among the beggarly elements of religion. ey ſcarce 
ever — Wa CHRIST — for us, but 
inſiſt wholly upon what he does in us.—When the 
religious people are fo divided among themſelves *, 
how can a ſtranger act? which opinion ſhall he chuſe? 
Aſp. Which, Theron / Let him diſcard neither, but 
aſſociate both. If the all-gracious REDEEMER 
has poured out his blood on the croſs, that my guilt 
may be expiated ; and preſents his interceſſion in hea- 
ven, that I may be endued with the SPIRIT —if 
he will be the meritorious cauſe of my juſtification, and 
the operative principle of my ſanctification, why ſhould 
L fcruple to receive him, in either, in both capacities? 
Who would lop off the right hand, int order to impart 
the higher dignity, or the . importance, to the 
left? I would be no partialiſt in Chriſtianity ; neither 
diminiſh her dowery, nor mutilate her privileges. 
* Theron's inquiry concerning theſe two particulars is ſome- 
times made an objection -againſt all religion —But have the 
gentlemen who adopt this objection, never ſeen the naturalifts 
divided in their judgment, with relation to the deſign and uſe 
of ſeveral appearances in the- material, the vegetable, the ani- 
mal creation? while one decries as a nuiſance, what another ad: 
mires as 2 beauty, —Yet no one, I believe, ever took it into his 
head, from ſuch a diyerſity of opinions, to doubt? whether the 
of nature is a juſt, a regular, and a finiſhed ſyſtem z or to 


deny, that power, goodneſs, and wiſdom, ſupport, pervade, 
and direct the "whos ; 
E 2 Ther. 
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» Ther. You ſeem, if not to mutilate, yet to 2 the 
merits of CHRIST, and parcel out the efficacy of 
his mediatonal undertaking ; aſcribing ſo much to his 
active, and ſo much to his paſſive righteouſneſs ; par- 
don to this, and life to that. 

p. Some, perhaps, may be pleaſed with this way of 
ſtating the matter. But it is a method which I nei- 
ther attempt to defend, nor wiſh to imitate.—To di/- 
tinguiſh between the active and paſſive righteouſneſs, I 
think is not amiſs; becauſe this ſets the fulneſs of our 
LOR Is merit in the cleareſt light, and gives the 
completeſt honour to G O D's holy law.—But to di- 
vide them into detached portions, independent on each 
other, ſeems to be fanciful, rather than judicious. 
For, had either part of the mediatorial obedience been 
wanting, Iapprehend, neither pardon, nor accept- 
| ance, nor any ſpiritual bleſſing, could have been 
| Vvouchſafed to fallen om” | 

The two parts are inſeparable ; making, in their 
connection, a neceſſary and noble whole for the accom- 
iſhment of our ſalvation: Juſt as the light and the 
| of yonder ſun blend their operation, to produce 
| this delightful day, and this fruitful weather —How- 
ever, therefore, I may happen to expreſs myſelf, I 
never conſider them as acting in the excluſrve ſenſe ; 
but would always have them underſtood, as a 
and glorious looking upon our SAVIOUR's 
univ tence, which commenced at his incar- 
nation, - was carried on through his life, and termi- 
| nated in his death; * upon all this, in its col- 
ecke form, as the object of my faith, and the foun- 
| dation of my hops . | 
; 5 81 


ln this opinion, Aſpaſis has Milton's archangel for his pre- 
eedent. Michael, ſpeaking of his LORD and our LORD, 


Is , . Jays; 
s Ihe law of God exact he ſhall fulfil, 
Au by obedience and by love: though love © 


* — — 


— # 


Abne 
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Ther. I think, you lay too much ſtreſs upon this 
controverted, and perhaps merely-ſpeculative point. 

Aſp. Merely ſpeculative ! Say not thus, my dear 
friend. How I may be juſtified before GOD, my Ma- 
ker, my Governor, and my Judge?” is an inquiry, of 
all others, the moſt intereſting and important. It'is the 
main hinge, on which every inſtance of practical re- 
ligion turns True comfort, willing obedience; 
holy communion with the divine MAJESTY, all 
depend upon this capital point. 2 IOW «* 

Far from being a merely- ſpeculative point, it a- 
ſcribes the moſt undivided glory to the ever-blefied 
GOD, and his free e.—lIt adminiſters the -moſt 
ſerene and ſubſtantial ſatisfactions to frail, but belie- 
ving men.—lt cheriſhęs, with the moſt kindly influ- 
ence, that pure and wndefiled religion, which has its 
ſeat in the heart; has its birth from love; and is 4 
real antepaſt, both of the buſtneſs and the bliſs of 
faints in light. | 818. 

Can we, then, lay too much ſtreſs upon a doctrine 
ſo T momentous, upon 2 privilege ſo extenſively 
beneficial * Nachos 

Ther. When all this is I then for my reply, 
Ara. Nay, then you have more than a reply; 
I promiſe you my cordial aſſent. Kuck o n 

Alone fulfil the lau: thy puniſhment 
He ſhall endure, by coming in the fleſh 
| To a reproachſul life and curſed death ; 
Proclaiming life ts all who ſhall lei ve 
In his redemption, ' ©1735) BoB gen 3 
According to the tenor of theſe very valuable lines, our 
LORD's fulfilling the law, and enduring the puniſhment, are 
the concurring cauſes, or the one cumpaund cauſe, of life and 
redemption to ſinners. . | « 

* Difundit /e, ſays the judicious Jitfius, juſtificationis h. 
trina per totum theehbgie corpus: et Prout ſundamenta hie vel 
bene, vel male, jacta junt, es univerſum adificium vel ſolidius 
auguſtinſque Maggot vel male flatuminat um fedam minitatur 
rumam e Oecon. _ above, p. vil, I. e 
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405. And if all this be incapable of proof, Iaſſure you, 


Deren, Iwill not ſolicit your afſent. Nay more, I will 


revoke and renounce my own. 


Wer. At preſent, I believe, we muſt go in, and 
prepare for our viſitants. Some other interview will 
give us an opportunity to canvaſs this queſtion more 
minutely. | 53 $4 

4. Though I bave never much inclination, even 
when there is the moſt. leiſure, for controverſy ; yet, 
if you inſiſt upon it, I ſhall not abſolutely refuſe to 
engage in a debate with my Theron: becauſe he will 
come to the — rencounter, without bringing 
angry paſſions for his ſecond.— My reaſons will be im- 
pu, of x weighed, not artfully cluded, much leſs an- 
ſwered with invedive,—If ſome inadvertent expreſſion 
ſhould drop from my lips, he will not rigorouſly pro- 
ſecute the flip; nor aggravate an unguarded ſentence 
into the crime of hereſy. — Candour will form his 
J t, and good · nature dictate his expreſſions. 

Ther. Ithank you, my dear: Aſpaſia, for your genteel 
admonition. What J am in the language of complai- 
ſance, means what I fould be. Well: I will endea- 


vour to take your hint, and check this my impetuo- 


ſity of ſpirit. I have admired, - O! that I could 
imitate, the beautiful example of St Pau/. When 


. Feſtus, forgetting the dignity of the governor, and 


the politenefs of the gentleman, uttered that indecent 
reflection, Paul, thou art befide thyſelf : much learning 
doth make thee mad : did the great preacher of Chriſti- 
anity kindle into refentment !—The charge was unjuſt 
and abuſive. But the apoſtle, with the moſt perfect 
command of himſelf, returned the /o/te/?, yet the 
moſt ſpirited anſwer imaginable. I am net mad, moſt 
noble Feſtus; but ſpeat the words of truth _—— — 


» gce Acts xxvi. where we have an apology, che moſt delicate 
and maſterly, perhaps, that ever was made; eminent for Ane ad- 
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—lnexpreffibly graceful was this calm and obl ging 
reply. Though ſhort, infinitely, more convincing 
than a whole torrent of bitter or recriminating words. 
It difarmed the judge of his riſing diſpleaſure ; it con- 
ciated the favour of his royal aſſeſſor; and brought 
honour to the Chriſtian cauſe. 

This amiable /e{f-regimen, and moderation of tem- 
per, I ſhall be ſure to ſee exemplified in my friend's 
converſation ; however I may fail of it myle, or be 
proof againſt all his arguments. 

. Ah! Theron, we want no monitor, to end 
us of our ſuppoſed excellencies. And if you begin 
with your compliments, it is tune to put an end tb 
our diſcourſe. | 

Only let m 2 obſerve, that divine truths cannot 
be 8 cerned,” but by the enlightening influ- 
ences of the divine SPIRIT. We muſt addreſs our- 
ſelves to this inquiry, not only with unprejudiced 
minds, but likewiſe with praying hearts. We muſt 
bring to this diſpute, not barely the quiver of logic, 
but that wnfion from the HOLT ON E, which may 
teach us all things *. Let us then adopt the Poet's 
n : 

— Thou celeſtial Light, | 

' Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 

Irraduate ; there 4708 eyes ; all miſt from | 

Purge and diſperſe! .  Mix.Tox, b. II. 1 51. 


dreſs, clear reaſoning, . truth. Which, notwith- 
ſanding all theſe very ſuperior recommendations, is deemed mad- 
nes; and that by a nobleman from Rome; the ſeat of ſcience, 
and fountain-head of polite literature. A proof this, no leſs de- 
monſtrative than deplorable, of the apoſile's afſertion; The natu- 
ral man, however ingenious or accompliſhed, receiveth net the 


things of the Spirit of GOD ; fer they are feol iſbneſs unto bim, 
1 Cor. i. 14. Eh 
* x John ii. 20. 27. 
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Ther. E are now, A/pafio, abont two miles di- 
ſant from my houſe. The horſe- road 
lies through a narrow duſty lane, The foot- path leads 
along a ſpacious pleaſant meadow. Suppoſe we deliver 
our horſes to the ſervant, and walk the remainder of 
the way? ; 
Aſp. You could not make a propoſal more agreeable 
to my inclination ; eſpecially, as the air is become 
cool, and the walk 1s fo inviting, | 
What a magnificent and charming ſcene ! Hills on 

either ſide, gently riſing, and widely ſpreading; their 
- ſummits crowned with ſcattered villages, and cluſter- 
ing trees: their /opes divided into a beauteous chequer- 
work; 2 partly of tillage, with its waving 
. cops 3 partly of paſturage, with its grazing herds.— 
Before us, the trefoil, the clover, and a variety of 
graſſy plants, differently bladed, and differently branch- 
ed, weave themſelves into a carpet of living green. 
Can any of the manufactures. formed in the Jooms, 
or extended in the palaces of Perfia, vie with the 
covering of this ample area? vie with it, in grandeur 
aof fize, or 3 of ee : 
* What a profuſion of the gayeſt flowers, fringin 

the banks, and embeoidering/ the plain ! ad 
| Nature here 


Wantons, as in her prime, and plays at will 
Her go mp wor pouring forth more feet, 


Wild a rule or art, enormous bliſs . 


* 8 can be brighter than the luſtre of thoſe 


filvet daifies ; nothing a” 7 than the tinge of thoſe 

golden crowfoots. Yet ſeem to acquire addition- 

al beauty, by ſucceeding to the deformity of winter, 
22 Mi r. b. V. 


and 
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and flouriſhing amidſt ſo much ſurrounding verdurs. 

Ther. Nature is truly in her prime —The veetable 
tribes are Erne on their richeſt attire. Thoſe chet- 
nuts, on our rizht hand, begin to rear their flowering 
pyramids ; hols willows, on our left, are tipt with 
taſſels of grey; and vonder poplars, which overlook 
the river, and feem to, command the meadows, are 
pointed with rolls of filver. 

The hawthorn, in every hedge, is partly turgid with 
filken gems, partly diffuſed into a milk-white bloom. 
Not a ſtraggling furze, nor a ſolitary thicket, but 
wears a rural noſegay. All is a delightful dukte of pre» 
ſent fertility, and a joyous pledge of future plenty.— 
Now we experience what the royal poet, in very de- 
licate imagery, deſcribes *: The winter is paſt; the - 
rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth ; 
the time of the finging of birds is come; and the vcice 4 
the turtle is heard in our land. The fig-tree putteth fort 
her green figs ; and the vine, with the 3 grapes, Fler 
@ good ſmell &. 

Aſp. Your quotation and the ſcene remind me of a 
remark, which ſhould have taken place in our 
laſt night”s diſcourſe. When we were enumerating 
the excellencies of the ſacred writings, methinks, we 
might have added ;—Are you fond of paſtoral, in all 
its Howery graces, and blooming honours? Never 
have we ſcen ſuch exquiſite touches of rural painting, 
or ſuch ſweet 1 images of endeared affection, as in the 
Song of ſongs, which it Solomon's. All the brilliant and 
amiable appearances in nature are employed, to deli- 
neate the tenderneſs of hig heart, who 1s love itfelf ;— 
to pourtray the beauty of hrs perſon, who is the chref- 
eft a ten thouſand ;—and deſcribe the happineſs of 
theſe Toms, whoſe ellowſhip is wwith the FA TH E R, 
and with his Son F ESUS. CHRIST. 3 

See! Theron what the chearing warmth and the 


"Cant ©.-20. 32:-3% + 1 John i. 3. y 
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genial ſhowers of ſpring have done! Such a change, ſo 
pleaſing and ſo ennobling, the goſpel of CHRIST 
introduces into theſoul. —Not a day, ſcarce an hour paſ- 
ſes, but this ſeaſon of univerſal tecundity produces 
ſomething new. And is there any ſtate, or any circum- 
ſtance of life, on which the faith of CHRIST does not ex- 
ert a ſimilar efficacy, and bring forth fruit unto G O D? 

This is ſuppoſed to be the ſpiritual meaning of that 
ſine deſcriptive picture which you have borrowed from 
the Canticles. It diſplays the benign agency of grace and 
its doctrines ; eſpecially of our LO R D's ſatisfaction 
for ſin, and of his righteouſneſs imputed to ſinners. 
Theſe operate, with much the fame favourable and 
happy energy, both on our morals and our comforts, 
as the feet influences of the vernal ſun operate on the 
{ſprouting herbs, and opening flowers. 

Ther. If ſuch were the effects of your doctrine, it 
would ſtand the fairer chance for general acceptation. 
But there are ſeveral weighty ſcruples to be removed, 
before perſons of a liberal and enlarged way of think- 
ing can acquieſce in 10 opinion. Who, for inſtance, 
can perſuade himſelf, that what you call the 22 rfac- 
tions of CHRIST, is conſiſtent with the di of 
reaſon, or with the perfections of the DEITY? ' 

Ap. Let gentlemen be candid in their inquines, 
and truly liberal in their way of thinking ; then, I 
flatter myſelf, theſe ſcruples may be removed without 

much difficulty. | 
60, the almighty Creator, and fupreme Gover- 
nor of the world, having made man, — him a law; 
with a penalty annexed, in caſe of diſobedience.— This 
ſacred law our forefather Adam preſumptuouſly broke; 
and we, his poſterity, were involued in his guilt. Or, 
ſhould that point. be controverted, we have undenia- 
bly made, by many perſonal tranſgreſſions, his apoſtaſy 
our own, —Inſomuch, that all have ſinned ; have forfeit- 
ed their happineſs, and rendered themſclves obnoxious 
to puniſhment. ä hh 4 
an 
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Man being thus ruined, none could recover him, 
except his injured MAK E R. But ſhall he be recover- 
ed, thall he be reſtored, without ſuffering the puniſn - 
ment due to his crime, and threatened by his CR E A+ 
 TOR?—What then will become of the juſtice of the 
divine LAWGIVER? And how ſhail the honeur of 

his holy law be maintained? At this rate, who would 
reverence its authority, or fear to violate its precepts ? 
Sinners might be emboldened to multiply their tranſ- 
greſſions; and tempted to think, that the GOD of 
1mmaculate holineſs, the GOD of unchangeable vera - 
city, is altogether ſuch an one as themſelves *. Y 

Does it not appear needful, that /ome expedient be 
deviſed, in order to prevent theſe diſhonourable and 
horrid conſequences? -, 

Ther. Proceed to inform us, what the expedient 1s. 

Aſp. To aſcertain the dignity of the ſupreme admi- 
nitration, yet reſcue mankind from utter deſtruction, 
this admirable purpoſe was formed, and in the fulneſs 
of time 8 ſecond perſon of the ever: bleſſed 
TRINITY unites the human nature to the divine; 
ſubmits himſelf to the r of his people; and 
becomes reſponſible for all their guilt. In this capaci- 
7 he performs a perfect obedience, and under 

e ſentence of death ; makes a full expiation of their 
fins, and eſtabliſhes their title to lite —By. which 
means, the law is fatisfied ; juſtice is magniſied; and 
the richeſt grace exerciſed. Man enjoys a greut ſalva- 
tion, not to the diſcredit of any, but to the unſpeak- 
able glory of a/l, the divine attributes. 

This is what we mean by CHRIS T's ſatisfaction. 
And this, I ſhould imagine, wants no recommendation 


* 'This was actually the caſe, as we are informed by the 
SEARCHER of hearts, when, on a particular occaſion, 
puniſhment was only retarded. How much more would ſuch 
impious opinions have prevailed, if, on this grand act of diſo- 
bedience, puniſhment had been entirely forborne ? Plal. I. 21. 


to 
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to our unprejudiced reaſon ; as, I am ſure, it is moſt de- 
lightfully accommodated to our di/trefſed condition. — 
It is alſo confirmed by many expreſs paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, and illuſtrated by a variety of very ſigniſicant i- 
mages. | | 

Ther.. Pray, let me be favoured with ſome of your 
ſcriptural images.—After which, we may inquire, 
whether your doctrine will ſtand the teſt of reaſon. 


Aſp. What is your notion of a ranſom * When Priam 

redeemed the dead body of Hector from the victorious 
Achilles, how was it done ? 

Ter. By paying a price *—Thus Hbius recovered 
the captives which were taken by Hannibal. He tranſ- 
mitted the ſum required, and they were diſcharged 
from their confinement. | 

Aþp. Such is the redemption procured for ſinners by 
our LORD FESUS CHRIST. Of ſuch a na- 
ture, (though incomparably more grand and auguſt in 
all its circumſtances), and expreſſed by the very fame 
word +. The Son of man came not to be miniſtered.unto, 
but to miniſter ; and to give his life @ ranſom for ma- 


wy - 5 | 
CHRIST alfo paid a price, —a real price, —a moſt 
fatisfaftory price. In conſideration of which, our free- 
dom from every penal evil is granted, Te are redeem- 
0 | 


—— — . 7, cr, 
an infinitely rich price. Hyperbolical this, as applied by Homer 
firifily true, when referred to CHRIST. | 
+ Aer eroxupon,, are uſed in this preciſe ſigniſication, by the 
moſt approved authors of Greece — Anmuye re nvipe Ama, ra: 
TW aixuatol age, ſays Plut arcb. o vis e neee we Swat Ty, 
e ave por art, rennen, ſays our bleſſed SAVIOUR, Matth. 
XX. 28.— Aue raue, „u, is the lanpage of Demoſthenes. 
E, „ ene Tw arenen due Tv axuale; avis, are the words of St Paul, 
Eph. i. 5.—To efabli/h this important point, and to ſamiliarize 
the comfortable idea to our minds, the ſacred writers abound 
in this phraſeology. See Luke i. 68. ii, 38. xxiv. 21,—Rom. 
fil, 24,—TH, ii, 14.—Heb. ix. 12, | 
; | | ed, 
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ed , ſays the apoſtle, not with corruptible things, filver 
and gold, but with the precious blood of CHRIST.— 
Let me add one text more, which, in the ſame ſtyle 
of commutative juſtice, aſſerts the ſame truth. CHRIST 
has redeemed us +, hath bought us off, from the curſe of 
the law,—Yes, my friend, 

' The ranſom was paid down. The fund of heav'n, 

Heav'n's inexhauſtible exhauſted fund, * 
Ana⁊ing and amaz d, pour d forth the price, 

All price beyond. Though curious to compute, 

Archangels fail d to caſt the mighty ſum J. 

Ther. Hold a little, good  A/pajio.” Conſider the 
conſequence of what you maintain, If there was a 
ranſom in the caſe, to u was it paid The devi. 
had led ſinners captive. They are faid to be the 
flaves of Satan. And ſhall the bleſſed FESUS pay 
his life to that accurſed fiend ? Shocking to imagine! 
—Yet, ſhocking as it is, it muſt follow from your 
own, and your poet's aſſertion. 

Aſp. You miſapprehend the caſe, Theron. The ran- 
ſom was paid to GOD. Thou haſt redeemed us. to 
GOD |}, is the confeſſion of the ſaints in light. — 
Satisfaction was made to the divine /aw, and to the 
divine ju/tice. The one of which was offended ; the 
other violated ; and both concurred to denounce the 
tranſgreſſor's doom. Of which doom Satan was only 
the deſtined executioner ; whoſe malignity, and im 
placable rage, GOD is pleaſed to make the inſtru- 
ment of inflicting his vengeance ; as he formerly uſed 


* 1 Pet. i. 18. We have an equivalent expreſſion, uſed 

in the /ame ſignification, by one of the correcteſt writers in the 
Et fratrem Pellux alterna morte redemit. Vins. 

+ Gal. iii. 12 Teen, We are ſaid to be haugbt, 1 Cor. 
vi. 20. ; not in a metaphorical ſenſe, but really and properly. 
For here the price is mentioned; and by St Peter the price is 
ſpecified, 1 Pet. i. 18. 19. 5 | 

7 Night- Thoughts, No IV. | Rev. v. 9, 
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the idolatrous kitigs of AH ria and Babylon, to chaſtiſe 
the diſobedient [/raelites. "© | 

When we were without ſtrength &, utterly ruined, yet 
abſolutely helpleſs ; when none, in heaven or earth, 
could afford us any ſuccour; then our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST moſt graciouſly and moſt ſeaſonably inter- 
PR He aid, as it is very emphatically repreſented 

y Elihu, Deliver them from going down into the pit; J 
have found a ranſom4. He did, what is v uti- 
fully deſcribed by our Engliſh claffic ; | | 
So man, as is moſt juſt, | 

| Shalll fatisfy for man, be judg'd, and die; 

And dying riſe, and riſing with him raiſe 
His brethren, ranſom'd with his own dear life }. 

Ther. But pray, do not you allow, that CHRIST 
is truly and properly GOD? | a 2 

Aſp. We not only allow it, but we inſiſt upon it, 
and make our boaſt of it. This is the very foundation 
of his merit, and the ſupport of our hope. 

Ther. This may a dize the merit of CHRIST, 
but it will increaſe the difficulty of your taſk. For, 
according to this opinion, CHRIST muſt make fa- 
tisfaction to himſelf. And is not this a practice quite 
unprecedented ? a notion perfectly abſurd * 

' Aſp. It is quite unprecedented, you ſay. On this 
point, I ſhall not vehemently contend. Only let me 
mention one inſtance. Zaleucus, you know, the prince 
of the Locrians, made a decree, That whoever was 
convicted of adultery, ſhould be puniſhed with the loſs 
of both his eyes. Soon after this eſtabliſhment, the 
legiſlator's own /on was apprehended in the very fact, 
and brought to a public trial. How could the father 
acquit himſelf, in ſo tender and delicate a conjuncture? 
Should he execute the law, in all its rigour, this would 
he worſe than death to the unhappy youth. Should 
ke pardon ſo notorious a delinquent, this would de- 
feat the deſign of his ſalutary inſtitution. To avoid 


Nom. v. 6. + Job Xii. 24. + MiL r. b. III. 294. 
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both theſe inconveniencies, he ordered one of his own 
eyes to be pulled out, and one of his ſon's. By which 
means, the rights of juſtice were preſerved inviolate ; 
yet the tenderneſs of a parent was remarkably indul- 
ged. And may we not venture to fay, that, in this 
caſe, Zaleucus both received and made the ſatisfaction ? 
recerved it as a magiſtrate, even while he made it as 2 
father. | +2, 

Ther. I cannot ſee, how this ſuffering of the father 
was, in any degree, /atisfaftory to the law; ſince the 
father and the fon could not be conſidered as one and 

the /ame perſon. It may paſs for an extraordinary in- 
ſtance of parental indulgence ; it may ſtrike the bene- 
volent and compaſſionate hearer: but if tried at the 
bar of equity and reaſon, it will hardly be admitted as 
any legal ſatisfaction ; it will probably be condemned, 
as a breach of nature's firſt and fundamental law, ſelf- 
reſervation. 

Aſp. What you obſerve, Theron, TI muſt confeſs, has 
weight. It will oblige me to give up my illuſtration. 

| Nevertheleſs, what you urge againſt the propriety - of 
the companiſon, tends to eſtabliſh the certainty 5 the 
doctrine. For CHRIST and his people are actually 
conſidered as one and the ſame perſon. They are one 
myſtical body ; he the head, they the members; ſo in- 
timately united to him, that they are bone of bis bone, 
and fleſh of his fleſh*. By virtue of which union, 
their fins were puniſhed in him, and 7 his ſtripes they 
are healed +4, they obtain impunity and life. 

Though there may be nothing in the procedure of 
men, which bears any reſemblance to this miracle of 
heavenly goodneſs ; it receives a. ſufficient confirma- 
tion from the lan of ſcripture. He who wrote 

as an amanuenſis to the unerring SPIRIT, has de- 
clared, that GOD was in CHRIST, reconciling the 


world,—unto whom? unto ſome third ? No; 
but reconciling it, by the death and obedience of 
* Eph. v. 30. Col. i. 20. + If. li. 5. 


. CHRIST, 
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CHRIST,—unto himſelf *. And I can very readily 
t, that this divine exertion of benignity and wil- 

om ſhould be without @ precedent, and without a 
parallel}. | 1 | i 
©. Difficulties, T own, may attend the explication of 
this article, or be interwoven with its conſequences. 
At the ſame time I muſt affirm, that our apprehenſions 
of heavenly things are ſo chu, and our ideas of the 
divine benevolence ſo- ſcanty, that we may very poſ- 
fibly miſtake ; and fancy that to be abſurd, which is 
only great, wonderful, and incomprehenſible f. Nor 
mall 1 be thought preſumptuous in adding, that it 
will be impoſſible for all the ſagacity in the world, to 
prove this doctrine an abſurdity, though it ſhould ever 
remain an mnexplicable myſtery. How many phænomena 
zn the conſtitution of external nature, are confeſſedly 
myſterious and inexpkcable! They challenge, they 
command our aſſent; yet bafle all our reſearches: and 
defy our utmoſt penetration. If then we. find this 


. "Hy * 2 Cor. v. 19. N 

I Fancy, in the perſon of Horace, ſa d of Jupiter and his 
fabulous exploits, ere 
| Cui nibil viget ſimile aut ſecundum. 

Much more will Rea/on, in the character of a belie ver, ſay the 
tame of EH OVA H and his marvellous grace. 
1 Its unparallelled, nay, its incomprebenſible nature, is no 
objection to its truth and reality. This is rather a circumſlance, 
which perfectly agrees with the teſtimony of the inſpired writers; 
and aftords, in my opinion, an unanſwerable argument for the 
divine origin of Chriſtianity. | 

H agrees with the teſtimony of the inſpired writers; who call 
it, not only GO D's wiſdom, by way of ſupereminent diſtinction, 
but his wiſdom in a myſtery, even his hidden wiſdum; which could 
not poſſibly have been conceived by any finite mind, however 
enlarged or ſagacions.— Afords an unanſwerable argument fer 
the divine arigin of Chriſtianity. Since it was infinitely too deep 
for the contrivance of men, and abſolutely undiſcoverable by 
the penetration of angels; how could it be known, but by 
mani feſtation from above? "Whence could it take its rife, but 


from an eſpecial revelation- . ... 7.0 
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truth fully and inconteſtably revealed in the Bible, we 
muſt renounce the philoſopher, before we can conſiſtent- 
ly act the ſceptic. ; 


. Ther. Let us ſee then, whether it be ſo fully and in- 
conteſtably revealed in the Bible. You have given 
me, as yet, but one of your ſcriptural images. 
A. 1 have another at your ſervice. CHRIST is 
called an High Prieſt. What do you take to be the 
nature of the prieſtly office ? 
Ther. The buſineſs of the prieſt was, I apprehend, 
to offer ſacrifices, and to make interceſſion for the people. 
- Aſp. Very true: and CHRIST could not with any 
propriety receive this appellation, if he had been de- 
fective in performing either of the ſacerdotal functions. 
Now, that he offered no ſuch victim as ſlain beaſts, is 
univerſally acknowledged. We might preſume there- 
fore, __ though oe * the authority of an a- 
poſtle to aſſure us, that he offered HIMS ELF, through 
the eternal SPIRIT, 6 60 Dx. | | 
The croſs, ſhall I fay ? rather his divine nature was 
the altar. His foul, and body, each immaculately 
pure, were the holocauſt. Thele he reſigned; the one, 
to deadly wounds; the other, to inexpreſſible anguiſh; 
and both, to be inſtead -of all whole burnt-offerings. 
On this invaluable oblation, his interceſſion at 
_ 3 peed nc FE altar. But, I 
45 me authors, ar. 
Res . — This notion ſeems to have ſprung from, 
or given riſe to, the Popiſb practice of idolizing the crucifix. 
At leaſt, it countenances ſuch a kind of foppiſh or ſacri 
devotion, more than a Proteſtant writer could wiſh —It was 
the property of the altar, to /anFify the gift. This therefore, 
when referred to our L OR D's ſacrifice, is a far more exalted - 
office, than we dare aſcribe to the inſlrument of his 3 
This muſt be the 1 his DIVIN 
NATURE, which gid i ſanctify the great oblation ; 
ve it a dignity, a merit, an efficacy, unſpeakable and ever- 
VoL. II. No 6. ö F right 
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right hand of his FATHER is founded; from this 
it derives that prevailing efficacy, which is the ſecurity 
of his /tanding, and the recovery of his fallen diſciples. 

Give me leave to aſk farther, V What is your idea of a 
ſacriſice? When Tphigenia was flain at the altar, what 
was the import of tht memorable action? 

Ther. It was intended, if we may credit Vir is ac- 
count *, to appeaſe the indignation of the ſuperior 
powers, and to obtain a propitious gale for the wind- 
bound fleet, and confederate forces of Greece. But, I 

hope, you would not make that ſolemn butchery of 

the royal virgin, a pattern for the ſupreme 33 

nor the practice of groſs idolaters, a — the re- 
kajon-of the holy JESUS. 

p. By no means, Theron. Only I would 9 
that the cuſtom of offering ſacrifices obtained among 
the moſt cultivated nations of the Heathen world; 
Gam: theſe ſacraices were frequently of the vicarious ' 


kind; 
. 9 legt. ventos. et 7 c. 

+ Seneca fays, alluding to the cuſtom of facrifices, and the 
prevailing opinion concerning them; Fuerim feantum nunguam 
ex. dolituræ domus piamentum What we are to underſtand 

by piamentum, our author himſelf explains, in the precedi 

clauſe; Quicguid matri delendum ſuerit, in me tranſierit ; quicqui 
1 in me. To which his judicious commentator Lipfius, 
from an extenſive knowledge of antiquity, adds; u fue 
piacularis vitima. SEN, ad Helv. 

The ſame writer, in the ſame conſolatory epiſtle, has another 
— n ; Nobilitatur omnium carmi- 

# ſc pro conjuge vicariam dedit.— Juvenal, ſpeaking of 
— ways tact, expreſſes himſelf in very remarkable 
ſuch as thews us, with the utmoſt clearneſs and preciſion, what 
the ancients meant, when they affirmed of a — or 4y- 
emmys that he gave himſelf for another : 11 

Nair ——— pedclat ſubeuntem fata mariti 
8 Alceſtim, et femilis fi permutatio detur. Sat, VI. 
There is a Paſſage in Livy, which moſt of all deſerves our 
notice; as it ſeems to imply a popular belief of the di 


* 3 e facrifice which was 


** 


„ 2 
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kind; in which the victim was ſubſtituted inſtead of 
the offerer; and the former being cut off, the latter 
was diſcharged from puniſhment : conf equently, that 
the claſſic authors would (in caſe there was any need 
fuch auxiliaries) join with the ſacred writers, to de - 
clare the expedrency, and explain the nature of ſacrifices. 
This alſo you wil permit me to add, that, if the Hea- 
thens talk ſenſibly on any part of religious worſhip, it 
is on the ſubject of facriſices. Their ſentiments con- 
cerning expiatory oblations, ſeem to be the faint and 
diftant Ky of revelation. And 1 have uſually conſi- 
dered them, not as the inſtitutions of mere reaſon, 
dut as the remains of ſome broken traditiou. 
© However, the trueſt and malt authentic fignifica- 
tion of a facrifice, is fo be learned from the Fewih 
ritual, explained by the goſpel-comment, Do you re- 
member the Moſaic account oſ that ordinance ? ; 

| Ther.” You are much better acquainted, p, with 
thoſe ſacred anti uities; — cn givethemoſtarnfatory 
information vill red icular. Only ;34 
me remind you, — 5 Md — led . 7 
Baer, both. in the prophetical and eyangelical Vi- 

come under the denomination of facrifices. ' 

N Though praiſes and alms are ſtyled facrißces, 

they are not of the propitratory, but euchariſtic Kind. 


They ate never faid to'zxprate tra ions, 1000 are 
ented as accept — 7 GOD trough F TELUS 
CHRIST; "that a e victim, whoſe me- 


rits both cancel —— ad eee cor ſeryieny® 
Accordin = — 

Ther. Stay a moment, Apaſie —Let me recollect my- 
ſelf. This may be the meaning of ſacrifices,” as or- 
dained by Moſes, and Gcmnizel among the Jeu. 
* Sacrifices were 1 fymbolical addreſs to GOD; in- 


neceſſary to appeaſe the wrath of heaven. It relates to Deciug, 
devotipg himiclf for dhe public good; -Con/pettus ab ut rague 
acie, allquanto auguſtior human viſu, heuti cœlo miſſus, * 
culum omnis deorum Ire. Lib. VIII. cap. ix. 

144 i'r : F 2 6 tended 


ara 2 —— < Qw@&w ewe — — — - — 


| 


But 1 rather think, exprefled 
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<« tended to expreſs before him the devotion, affections, 
« diſpoſitions, and deſires of the heart by ſignifica- 
« tive and emblematical actions.“ — Or thus; The 
« prieſt made atonement for ſin, by ſacrificing a beaſt, 
4 Zehe 4 ign 204 teſtimony of the facrificer's 
« pure and upright 75 
© Aſp. Sacrifices, I acknowledge, were a ſymbolical 
addrefs. to G O D,—But would you confine their ef- 
ficacy, only to the death of the animal, and the purity 
of the — No, Theron : they always had a re- 
ference to the great ſacrifice, —ordained in the eternal 
counſels of J EH O V AH ;—pre when the co- 
eternal 8 O N was made fleſh ; ed, when the bleſ- 
ſed 7 ES U S ſurrendered himſelf, to be led as a lamb 
ny 20 ſlau n were ſo far from being inde- 
is divine oblation, that they acted in per- 
= fubſerviency to it, and derived all their virtue 
from it. They were the ſhadow, PR e wins 


faith of the offerer.—{Þs guilt ; for this ſeems to be 


intimated, by the very names. of the propitiato jo 
criſices; L the offending 


and the cxpiatory rite, ſignified by one and the 
fame word *. It is 3 more than intimated, 
by the occafon of the offering, and the fate of the of- 
ferer. Since it was only on account of guilt contract- 
ed, 1 were made; and only 
fro ty perſon were required. Hi 
25. * belief, that HA % „which ſhut 
him out from the communion of e viſible church, 


and ſubjected him to the A en of tempo 7 
t. 


ments, was removed by theſe ; but that moral 
„nl denotes a fin, and fea-ofering, Lev iv. 3. 24. 
n lignifics the e and the treſpoſs-of ring, pol 
15. 1 70 Hcy 
w 
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vr deſiles the ſoul, and excludes from heaven, 
ould be pu ome better ſacrifice than theſe 
In the Seer Fel 4 458 ed up a E. 
acceptable ſacrifice than Cain ; and without this faith, 
exerciſed in ſome degree, it was impoſſible to pleaſe 

G OD. 
If ſacrifices were intended to beſpeak integrity 4 
—＋ 8 the ſtate of i innocency had bay Ad 
period for their inſtitution and oblation. 
* rep never a rl of this awful ceremony till man is 
3 and fin committed. —If intended to denote pu- 
of heart, m ſhould they be icularly enjoined 
00 0 at ſolemn day, when confeſſion was made of 400 
the fins fof the w hole congregation ? An oddly-con- 
certed device this ! in which the tongue mult contra- 
dict what the ceremony would recognize. Or, bow 
could it be proper, after the vialation of ſome law, or 
the neglect of ſome ordinance, immediately to go and 
offer à facrifice? What would be the language of 
ſuch a practice? © IT have done wickedly, but m 
heart 1 ht.“ Is this co intent wit 
the ſpirit of humility, of modeſty, or 8 common in- 
genuity? Is this the way of rang glory ory to GOD, 
or of taking ſhame to aire? hereas, let the fa. 
crifice be a Epic expiation, and this is the fignificancy 
of the action. LORD, I confeſs myſelf grilty. 
« Puniſhment and death are my due. Let them tall, I 
« < beſeech thee, on my victim ; that thy juſtice bein g 
orified, and th W ti Tea. thy mercy may be 
2 onourably diſplayed in my forgiveneſs,” 


* They ſancłißed to the purifying of. the fleſh, Heb. ix, 13. 
but could not make him that did the * perfet?, as ' pertaining 


to the conſcience, Heb. ix. 9. 
+ Lov. xvi, 21. 


| + What ſays that prodigy of oriental learning, Pochart ? 
Hoc eodem ritu iram Dei peccator deprecaba: ur, eamqne immitti 
petebat in illius victimæ caput, quam fſuo loco ponebat, Hizro- 


ZOIC. tom. I, lib, il. Sar 4. 
F 2 Beſides, 
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Beſides, Theron, what likeneſs, what agreement is 
there, between the profeſſion of integrity, and an ani- 
mal mortally wounded, wallowing in its own blood, 
and ſtruggling in the agonies of death? Whereas, 
between, thele dying pangs, and the puniſhment due 
to fin, or the ſorrows ſuſtained by the crucificd 8 A- 
VIOQUR, there is an apparent, à /{riting, and, in 
various reſpects, an edifying reſemblance. 

Ther. They declared, perhaps, the. ſacrificer's rea- 
dineſs and reſolution to {lay the brute in himſelf, and 
to lay down his life in adherence to G O D. | 

I don't remember any afſertion of this kind in 
the Bible, or any hint to countenance ſuch an inter- 
pretation. It ſeems, in ſome caſes, to be incompatible 
with the very nature of things, and contrary to the 
expreſs declarations of ſcripture. Doves, you know, 
lambs, and ſheep were offered in ſacrifice, But ſhall 
we ſlay the lamb, the dove, the ſheep in ourſelves? 

So far from it, that CHRIST's diſciples are either 
deſcribed by theſe creatures, or commanded to imitate 
their properties. Be ye. harmleſs as. dove *. Peter, 
feed my lambs 4. My fbeep hear my voice 1. | 

Suppoſing, however, that this might be a ſubordi- 
nate deſign, or a-valuable improvement of the tacri- 
ficial acts; yet their primary. intention, and ultimate 
end, were widely different; were much more ſigni- 
cant of the divine compaſſions, and much better adapt- 
ed to the comfort of mankind. They were an awful 
indication, that death was the wages of ſin; at the 
ſame time, a chearing declaration, that GO D was 
| Pleaſed to accept the death of the animal, inſtead of 
the finner's; à figurative repreſentation || alſo of that 
Muſtrious PERSON, who was % bear the fin of 


many, and pour out his ſoul for tranſgrefſors. = 
ws Lol ES of Her. 


Match. x. 16. / John xi. 15. f John x. 27, 
I What ſays Milton upon this ſubje& of ſacrifices, and with 
- reference to their principal deſign ? He calls them \ 

- of facrifice; informing men, by types And 
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Ther. Since facrifices were of a religious nature, 

they ſhould not only be inſtructive and beneficial in 

their tendency ; but have their due fact, with regard 

to'G OD, to lin, and tothe perſon who brought them. 
Aſp. Th had their effects with regard 1 G OD; 

that his juſtice might be magnified, and his anger ap- 
peaſed :—to ſin; that its demerit might be diſplayed, 

= its 1 — be done away :—to the perſon who brought 
he might obtain pardon, be exempted from 

prove 4 .— and exerciſe his faith on the LORD 

7 ESUS CHRIST. 


Ther. There are ſo many ſorts of facrifice appointed 
in the Fewi/h rubric, that I am at a loſs for a diſt inct 
idea; unleis ſome one be Angled out, and er nm" 
conſidered. 

Ap. Among all the ſacrifices inſtituted by Mofes, 
none more circumſtantially typified the bleſſed FESUS, 

or more appolitely expreſſed the benefits of his obla- 
tion, than the paſchal lamb, and the n on the 
day of atonement. . 

An expoſitor, who cannot be miſtaken, has given 
us this interpretation of the paſchal lamb; CHRIST 


our paſſever is ſacrificed for us *: declaring hereby, — 


that 
And ſhadows, of that deſtin d ber bruiſe N 
The ſerpent, by what meant he ſhall achieve Fr 231 852 
Mankind's deliueranee. B. XII. ver. 231. 


* 1 Cor. v. 7. Would any one venture to ſay, Paul our 
ſfaſſover is ſacrificed for us? Yet this, I think; may be, or 
rather is in effect ſaid, by the account which ſore perſons giyc 
of CHRIST '$ ſatisfaction, —The very thought of ſuch a blat- 
. phemous abſurdity, is too painful and Tue for the ſcrious 
Chriſtian to dwell upon. I would therefore divert his attention 
to a more pleaſing object. Let him obſerve the exquiſite hs 
which, here and every where, conducts the zeal of our ml} 
red writer.—The odes of Pindar are celebrated for their 
tranſitions ; which, though bold and ſurpriſing, are be ip 
natural, We have, in this place, a wy maſterly ſtroke of 
y 57 fame beautiful kind. 1 apoſtle, ſpeaking of the inceffu- 
4 ous 


__zing OM 


- Joldiers had received a command to break the legs of 
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that CHRISTis a real facrifice;—that he was pr pref 
gured, in thi capacity, by the paſchal lamb that 
circumſtances, which diſtinguiſhed it, met in him 3 and 


the advantages, which reſulted from it, were procured 


by him; thoſe, in their trueſt import; theſe, in their 
largeſt extent. —The words of the apoſtle ſpeak this 
ſenſe, to the plaineſt ſimpleſt — Whereas, to 
extort any other ſigniſication from them, what ſubtil- 
ty of wit, and what reſinement, or rather violence 
of critici im, muſt be uſed a 
The paſchal amb was without blemiſh. Such was 
the LAMB of GOD; free from all taint of origi- 
nal fin, and from every ſpot of actual tranſ n.— 
A lamb of the firſt year, in all the ſprightlineſs and 
floridity of youth. CHRIS T alſo laid down his life, 
not when worn with age, or debilitated with ſickneſs; 
but in the very prime of his days; amid all the bloom | 
of health, and all the vigour of manhood. —The lamb 
was to be ſlain in ſuch a manner, as might occaſion 
the moſt coprous effuſion of its blood. And was not this 
very fulfilled in our ſuffering SAVIOUR? 
His blood flowed out, in vaſt abundance, by the ama- 


—_— by the rending laſhes of 
2 e ; tin err by 
— eee nails, which cf his hands — "ry feet ; 
y 8 * i e, and 

cut its way to Tag ch the blood was to 
be fo kberaly fie . wo LAMB was not to 
you cannot but recollect, you cannot 

but admire, the wonderful interpoſition of rovidence, 
to accompliſh this emblematical prediction. When the 


the three crucified perſons ; when they had actually 


ous criminal, paſſes, by a moſt artful digreſſion, to his darling 
topic, a crucified 8 AVIOUR, Who would have expected 
it, on ſuch an occaſion ? Yet, when thus admitted, who docs 
not ſee and admire, "0 mans, and the 
delicacy of its introduction? 1 

c 
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broke the legs of each malefactor, which hung on the 
right ſide of our LORD and onthe left; their minds 
were over-ruled (by a divine influence, no doubt) to 
ſpare the bleſſed F E SU &, and to leave all his bones 
unhurt, untouched. 
The lamb was to be killed before the whole. aſſembly ; 
in the preſence, either of the whole congregation of 
Iſrael, or elſe of that particular ſociety, which concur- 
red in eating the fleih. And did not the whole mul- 
titude of the Jes conſpire againſt our REDEEMER, 
to put him to death? Did they not all cry out; as 
with one voice, Crucify him Cruciſy him! Was he 
not executed, at one of their grand feſtivals, and in 
the ſight of the whole aſſembled nation : Ihe blood 
was not to be poured hegdlefsly upon the ground, but 
received carefully into a baſon; and ſprinkled, with 
the utmoſt punctuality, 5 the door-poſts.. In like 
manner, the blood of the heavenly LA M is not to 
be trampled under foot, by a contemptuous diſregard. 
It is the treaſure of the church, and the medicine of 
life; to be received therefore by an humble faith, and 
devoutly applied to our conſciences.—The ſprinkling 
of that blood ſecured every [/raelitiſh family from the 
deſtroying angel's ſword. So the merits. of the 
ſlaughtered 8 A VIO UR * ſcreen every believing ſin- 
ner from the ſtroke of offended juſtice, and from the 
pains of eternal death. What muſt have become of 
the Iſraelite, who, truſting to the uprightneſs of his 


* Both St Peter and St Paul ſpeak of the blood of fprink- 
ling, 1 Pet. i. 2. Heb. xii. 24.; intimating, by this remark- 
able form of ſpeech, that the death of CHRIST will be of ns 
advantage to the ſinner, unleſs it be applied to his heart; as 
the blood of the paſchal lamb was no protection to an //raclite, 
till ie had tinged the poſts of his door. —{/aiah, the ſame 
phraſe, and alluding to the ſame cuſtom, ſays of our LORD 
FESUS CHRIST, He ſhall ſprinkle many nations, Iii. 1 5. 
Not only initiate them into his church by baptiſm ; but 
by the application of his blood, ſhall cleanſe them from their 
guilt, and deliver them from the wrath to-come. +. 


go THERON any ASPASIO. 
heart, ſhould neglect to make uſe of this divinely-ap- 


_ pointed ſafeguard? He muſt inevitably have been pu- 


niſhed with the death of his firſt- born. Equally cer- 


tain, but infinitely more dreadful, will be 4:5 condem- 
nation, who, before the omniſcient JUDGE, hall 


ons to plead his own integrity, or confide in his 


repentance, and reject the atonement of the dy- 


ing. FES BUS. 13-1 
Now, if you pleaſe, for the Jin-offering” *, 
which ſeems to have been the moſt eminent facrifice 
of them all. | 

Ap. It was the moſt cee g wr becauſe it ſha- 


dowed forth not only the death of CHRIST, but 


his reſurrection from the dead, and his aſcenſion into 
heaven.—As the various actions of ſome illuſtrious 
perſonage, which cannot be exhibited by the painter 
m a fingle draught, are diſplayed in /everal compart- 
ments ; yet all conſtitute one and the fame grand h:/to- 


rica pifture : ſo, theſe glorious events, incapable of be- 


ing repreſented by any fing/e animal, were typified by 
two kids of the goats ; wha neverch leſs were reputed 
„r ering. | . 

Theſe 


For the circumſtances +eladd g to the de fuhr ig, the rea- 
* will conſult Lev. xvi.— For thoſe which concern che pa- 
ſchal lamb, he will have recourſe to Ex. xii. 

1 How runs the divine command? Fe (the high prieirt ) 
Hall take of the congregation two kids of the goats for a ſin-ofer- 
ing, Lev. xvi. 5. Are not theſe two kids ſtyled, in the fingular 
number and collective ſenſe, an Mering That we might not 
miſtake, GOD is pleaſed to add, and one ram for a burnt-of er- 
ing. Here he names one, to prevent a miſapprehenſion of his 
meaning, hen he had before ſaid two.—To render his mean- 
ing ſtill more apparent, and that we may regard this goat as 
joined in the /ame offering with the other; the LORD, con: 
— his own rule in all other caſes, orders the high prieſt 

his hands upon the head of the /cape-goat, not upon 
the head of Be ag paints: He divides the neceſ- 
ſary circumſtances of 4 ſacrifice between them - both to inti- 


mate, in the cleareſt manner, ans 
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Thele goats were brought to the door of the taber- 
nacle, and there preſented betore the LORD. CHRIS 
alſo preſented himſelf before GO D, when he went up 
to feruſalem, that all things written by the prophets con- 
cerning bim might be accompliſhed*,—1he goat, on which 
the LORD's lot fell, was devoted to death. CHRIST 
alſo being delivered by the deſerminate counſel and fore- 
knowledge of GOD +, was crucified and Hain, The 
body was burnt without the camp. Which pointed at 
the very place, and pictured out the very nature ot 
our LOR D's ſufferings. For he ſuffered without the 
gate |; was there expoſed to the rage of men, and the 
wrath of GOD; under the moſt exquiſite: pains of 
body, and the moſt inſupportable agonies of foul. 
All ſignificantly typified by the flame of a devounng 
re. Than which nothing is more fierce, more pene- 
trating, or more ſeverely tormenting. | 

As the animal which was /aughtered, ſhewed forth 
the REDEEMER dying for our ſins; that which 
eſcaped, prefigured the fame SA. VIQU R, ing again 
for our juſtification. — The high prieſt put his hands 
upon the head of the ſcape-goat, and with great ſo- 
lemnity, confeſſed the ſins of the whole congregations 
The import of this ceremony is expreſsly declared in 
the ſacred canon; The geat Mall bear upon him their ini- 
quity ||. It is charmingly explained by the . 


ther ſeparate, but both taken together, were the one facrificial 
oblation, appointed for this diſtinguiſhed ſolemnity. _ 

If this be true, I think, the paſſage is a pretty conſiderable, 
proof, that atonement was made by ſuffering vicarievs puniſh- 
ment; notwithſtanding what has been urged againſt it, from 
the tenth verſe of the chapter. Should we require human au- 
thority for the ſupport of this interpretation, one of the greateſt 
human authorities may be ſeen in the celebrated Witfins: Uterque 
hircus pertinebat ad unum ſacriſcium pro peccato, hoſtie unius' 
loco. Utergue erat pecus piacularis, vicaria Iſraeli peccatori, 
ejuſque peccatum frrent. De Oecon. lib. IV. cap. vi. — 

* Luke xvii. 31. + Acts ü. 23. 4 Heb. Xii. 12 
It is obſervable, that whereas the ſcape · goat is ſaid to bear 14 
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The LORD laid en HIM the iniquity of us all * 
and moſt delightfully confirmed by the apoſtle, He him- 
ſelf bore our fins in his own body on the tree +. 
This done, the goat was difmiſſed into @ land not in- 
habited; a place ſeparated from all reſort of men; where 
he was never likely to be found any more: to teach 
us, that our offences, having been expiated by the 
bleeding FESU'S, are entirely done away; ſhall ne- 
ver riſe up in judgment againſt us; but, according to 
the prophecy of Feremiah, when the iniquity of Ijrae! 
all be fought for, there ſhall be none; . the fins of 
Judab, t all nat be found f.-—It is farther injoin- 
ed, that Aaron ſball confeſs all the iniquities of the chil- 
dren Iſrael, and all their tranſoreſſions, in all their fins. 
Iniquities, tranſgreſſions, ſins, are particularized ; and 


to this cluſter of expreſſions, the word all is added; 


to inform us, that the lea ſins necd the atonement 
of CHRIS T's death; to aſſure us, that the greateſt 
fins are not beyond the compaſs of its efficacy ; and 
that all ſins, be they ever ſo hainous, or ever ſo nu- 
merous, are forgiven to the true believer. 


The high prieſt carried the blood of the victim into 


the ſecond tabernacle, even within the veil, 80 
CHRIST entered with his own blood, not into the 
holy places made with han&s, but into heaven itſelf ||. 
he blood was ſprinkled before the mercy-ſcat; ſprink- 
led upon the mercy-ſeat; and /eft in the holy of holies, that 


it might always remain before the LOR D. And does 


not CHRIST always appear in the preſence of GOD for 
us? does he not ever live to make interceſſion for us? to 
plead his all · ſuſſicĩent propitiationinour behalf; that the 
benefits red thereby, may be communicated, rati- 
fied, eto to his people? 1 

Ther. Theſe benefits, Aſpaſio, are aſcribed, in ſcrip- 
ture, to repentance and reformation of life, qualifica- 


the fins of Iſrael, Lev. xvi. 22, ; the very ſame phraſe is ap- 
plied toCHRFST, Iſ. lit. 12. 7 

„I. li, 6. + 1 Pet. ii. 24. f Jer. I. 20. J Heb. ix. 14. 
' * : — t 
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tions of our own ; not to any ſuch cauſe as a vicarious 
facrifice ; where the merit muſt neceſſarily ſubſiſt in 
another. What ſays the apoltle Peter, when he had 
juſt received his inſtructions from the HOLY GHOST? 


Repent and be converted, not look unto an atonement, 


or depend upon a propitiation, that your fins may be 
blotted out &. 
Ap. Tis true, the benefits of the new covenant are 
promiſed to penitents, as their happy portron ; but ne- 
ver aſſigned to their repentance, as the procuring cauſe. 
Never to their repentance, but to the blood of the 
great HIGH PRIEST, called therefore the blood of 
the everlaſting covenant + ; being the condition ſtipula- 
ted in it, required by it, and in conſequence of which, 
all its unſpeakable privileges are beſtowed. 
Beſides, the qualifications you ſuppoſe, are the gift 
of the LORD. We are not able to exerciſe, till 


CHRIS, whois exalted for this very purpoſe, gives 


3 f.—A converſion to GOD, and a newneſs 
life, are not the effect of human abilities, but the 
work of the divine SPIRIT, and the fruit of the 
RE DEEMER's death.— Indeed, this death is the 
urchaſe of every heavenly bleſſing. This opens the 
— of heavens, and all its inexhauſtible ſtores. 
By this we have the enjoyment of grace, and by this 
the hope of glorx. | | 
Ther. You begin to be in raptures, Apes / 
. Excuſe nie, Theron. It is not eafy to repreſs 
the fallies of delight and devotion, when we muſe 
upon fuch amazin 8 loving-kindneſs, and are touched 
with a ſenſe of ſuch immenſely- rich benefits. A great 
HIGH PRIEST! whois higher than the heavens |; 
yet humbled himſelf to death, even the death of the 
croſs ! who is conſecrated for overmore +; and pleads all 
his merit, 1m all his influence, for our conſum- 
mate felicity ! | | 
* Ads iii, 19. + Heb. ili. 20. f Ach v 31. 
| Heb: vii. 26. | + Heb. vii. 28. 
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What heart of flone but glows at thoughts like theſe ? 
Such contemplations mount us, and fhould mount © © 
- The mind ſtill higher ; nor ever glance on man 
Unraptur'd, uninflan'd &. 


Bu: I check myſelf ; and will either reply to your 
Wieden e =P liſten to Four ſentiments ; liſten as at- 


tentively attend to * muſic of that 
pril Rey ton ww wt 


Ther... Its ſweetly -modulated lays, eminent even Vin 


the ſymphony. of 1 — have indeed. attracted my 
cars. But my mind is diſengaged, and free for your 
converſation. — 

4. I can repeat a ſong, ſweeter far than this, or 
all the melody of the woodland choirs: A ſong, 
which has —— enough, to make the brow of 
melancholy wear a ſmile, or to ſooth away the ſorrows 
of death itſelf. Who ball lay y any thing to the ch 
f GOD's elet? It is GOD that olifeth ; 9500 ny 
that condemneth ? It is CHRIST, that died; yea ra- 
ther, that is riſen again; who is even at the right 
hand of G0 D, | who alſo maketh interceſſion for us +,— 
According to my friend's principles, fk of this 
triumphant ation was ill- judged, and ſhould 
have run in the following manner: Who ſhall lay 
any thing to our — We haye endeavoured to 
< preſerve à rectitude of diſpoſition, and to perſiſt in 
& alaudable courſe of action. Where- ever we failed, 
v have been ſorry for the fault, and have implored 
« pardon from the divine MA] ESTV. What then 
* thall diſmay us? or who ſhall condemn us.” — You 
topics of conſolation would be complete, without 
having recourſe to the death of CHRIST, as an at- 
onement for fin ; or to the reſurrection of CHRIST, 
as an evidence that the atonement is accepted; or to 
the interceſſion of CHRIST, as the cauſe of our in- 
tereſt an that tranſcendent. bleſling. | 


...* Night-Thoughts, No IV. + Rom. viii. 33. 34. 
TRY? | « Ther. 
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Wer. Since you ſo frequently mention, and ſo ear- 
neſtly inſiſt upon atonement, I ſhould be glad to knov- 
the proc ebene of che word. L am told, the 


original phraſe has nothing to do whe idea of ma- 
his ſatis faction. | 
Ap. We may learn the preciſe fgnifcation of 
atonement, by conſidering the meant; the et; and 
the manner, whereby the means accompliſh the effect. 
— The eſſect of atonement, is parden.— The means of 


obtaining it, are the death of CHRIST. The way 


or manner, whereby the death of CHRIST becomes 


_ efficacious for this bleſſed purpoſe; is the ſovereign ap- 


zintment of his FAT HER, the infinite 22 of 
is perſon ; and eſpecially, the vicariane nature of his 


— or their being undergone in the ſtead of 
ſinners. 


Ther. It has beeriſuppoſed, and is Abe er chat 
our 5 AVIOUR's obedience and death were con- 
ducive to our redemption, . only in virtue of his F A- 
THER's will and appointment. 

Aſp. 1 am glad it is ſome other, and not my Theren, 
who eſpouſes this opinion: which is hi uu 


to the dignity of our REDEEMER's perſon, and 


to the merit of his obedience. Neither is it very ho- 
— to the wifdom of the FAT HER, unlets 
we ſuppoſe him therefore to have appointed the death 
of CHRIST, becauſe he knew it — — 
for the glorious purpoſe. 
And why ſhould we uſe that weak inadequats' ex- 
conducrve co our redemption'? Would one 
fay, of Solomon's elegant and — — 
it was conducive to the accompliſhment of what Moſes 
bene * ee proviſion of ſtones, of timber, 


of gold, was, if you pleaſe, conducive to it. But 


Solomat s act was perfettive of it; was the very exe- 


cution of the thing itſelf. Such are the GS and 
+.» * Exod. XV. 17. 


death 
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death of CHRIST, with reſpect to our redemption. 

Ther. But we forget the original word, and * 
to inquire into its genuine import. 

Afp. The word, which we tranſlate atonement, im- 
plies, in its primary acceptation, the notion of cover- 
1255 Thus the ark was covered “, was overlaid 5with 
oh, ut hin and without : that all its chinks might 
ſecured againſt the inſinuating attempts of the 
water; and all its timber defended from the injuries 
of the liquid element.—When an object, in this or 

is covered over for ſafety; the 


* 


re, r a dal, to 
5 and 
P to deſcribe 
the mercy-ſeat ; | which was a coſtly for the 
ark, made of- pure and exactly commenſurate 
to that facred 5 the 
tables of the law ; whole precepts we have violated, 
and to whoſe curſe we' were ſubject. Conſequently 
the mercy-ſeat, both by its ſituation, 'its extent, and 
its office, REDEEMER: who in- 
. law andthe effinder:; fulfils the 
commands, and ſuſtains the curſe of the former; me- 
rits pardon, and procures ſalvation for the latter. 
As ſome fine flower; having entertained our eye 
with one beautiful colour, faddenty breaks, or gra. 
dually ſoftens into another; and gives us a ren 
: ſuch, methinks, is the nature of this de- 


r 


5 M2 Thou ſhale befmear; een Gen. vi. 14. 
This is the firſt place, in which our word occurs. It is ſuppoſed ' 
to giv-us the genuine and native ſenſe of the phraſe —Perhaps 
the Engii/b expreſſion cover, may be derived from the partici- 
ple 12A cepher. + aA Exod. xxv. 17. 

4 P/al.. exlvü. 16. The idea deduced fn l e 
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which, in a ſerene, but ſharp wintry morning, covers the 
houſes, covers the trees, covers the whole face of na- 
ture. So, the blood of JESU S, according to the 
ſalmiſt's repreſentation, covers * all our guilt, and 
es every offence. Inſomuch that, when this blood is 
applied by the divine SPIRIT, the LORD ſees no 
intquity in Jacob f. He acts, as if he ſaw none; neither 
puniſhes the guilty, nor abhors the polluted ſinner. 
The ſame expreſſion is uſed with reference to a 
covenant, and ſigniſies the abolition of the contract]; 
which was done by cancelling the deed, or,expunging 
the articles of ſtipulation.— By the covenant of works, 
all mankind became obnoxious to condemnation 3 
were bound over to death. By the grace of CHRIST, 
our obligation to puniſhiment is diſannulled, and the 
hand- writing of condemnation it blotted out. Should 
you aſk, How this is effected? By paying a ranſom, 
and offering a ſacriſice. Should you farther inquire, Of 
what this ranſom and this ſacrifice conſiſted? Of nothing 
leſs than the precious blood ||, the ineſtimable life 4, 
the divinely- magnificent perſon of CHRIST *X*, 
is not ſo exact and ſtriking, in our northern clime, as in the 
more ſouthern regions. There, the exhalations and dews be- 
ing more copious, the hoar · froſt muſt fall thicker, lie deeper, 


and more fully correſpond with the notion of covering. 
Pal. NAH. 1. + Numb. xxiii. 21. 

"+ IC. xxvili. 18. £9 abolebitur. Proprie ſonat, oblinetur, 
obliterabirur, ef enim WY Hebrais proprie quid obducere, at 
que inde cum obducta et oblita diſpareant ) delere, abolere. 
(Thus I apprehend, the words ſhould be pointed. According 
to the preſent punctuation, at leaſt in my edition, I can make 
out neither ſyntax nor ſenſe). Alluditur boc loco ad fœdera ſcripto 
comprehenſa, que abolentur et irrita fiunt, ft ſcriptura inducatur, 
cancelletur, antiquetur, obliteretur. V1TRING. in fc. | 

Not by the blord of goats and calves, but by his own blood. 
Heb. ix. 12. i — 2 

| The Son of man came to give his life a ranſom ſor many. 
Mark x. 45. Fe pres of 

„he through the eternal SPIRIT offered lim vf wi hou: 
ſpot to G0 D. Heb. ix. 14. 

Vol. II. No 7. G Ther, 
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* Ther. Theſe then are the capital ideas included in 
the original word, a covering by way of defence, and 
a covering by way of concealment. | 

Aſp. They are, Theron.—As the brain, in the ani- 
mal body, is the ſource of ſenſation; ſends out vari- 
ous detachments of nerves, to animate and actuate all 
the parts of the vital ſyſtem : fo, theſe two capital ide- 
as branch themſelves into a variety of ſubordinate, 
yet ſimilar ſignifications ; which run through the whole 
economy of the goſpel; to enliven and quicken the 
ſpirit of a believer. Let me inſtance in a few particu- 
lars. This richly - ſignificaut word denotes—the exerciſe 
of divine mercy , the pardon of ſin f, —a cleanſing 
from guilt 1, - purging from tranſgreſſion ||, — reconci- 
liation for iniquity , — the en Sr wrath++,—Do 
not theſe paſſages (which are expreſſed by ſome branch 


of the verb, conveys to us the idea of atoning) 


plainly intimate,—that the atonement of CHRIST 
is the meritorious cauſe of all theſe deſirable effects; 
is the foundation of every act of divine goodneſs ; and 
the origin of every blefling vouchſafed to ſinners ? 


Ther. ANG all, = is 1 conſideration, which 

inci ends and perplexes me :—G OD is a ſpi- 
255 * aotutely-pertet and infinitely -pure hag 
remote, inconceivably-remote, from whatever is groſs 
or corporeal. - How then can he take pleaſure in the 
effuſion of blood, or the burning of fleſh? How can 
any ſuch /ow carnal inducements make him merciful 
to ſinners ; or appeaſe, what you call, his wrath ? 

Aſp. Rather, what the ſcriptures call his wrath.— 
You miſtake our doctrine, my dear Theron. We never 
maintain, that any ſacrifice. whatever, not even the 
propitiation of CHRIS T's death, was intended to 


Deut. xxxii. 43. + Deut. xxi. 8. 2 Chron. xxx. 18. 
t Numb. xzxxv. 33. | Pal. Rv. 3. 4 Dan. ix. 24. 
++ Eck. xvi. 63. N ; 


- 


make 
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make G OD merciful; only to mate way for his eter- 
nal purpoſes of mercy, without any prejudice. either 
to the demands of his law, or the rights of his juſtice. - 
—Qur ſentiments on his head, are exactly conſonant 
to his own declaration, and his own 8 in the. 


caſe of Job's friends *, Though diſpleaſed with their 


conduct, he was merciful to their perſans. Neverthe- 


leſs, he would not exerciſe that mercy, till they had 
firſt offered a facrifice, and _ faith in a dying S A- 


VIOUR. 
Neither is it ever ſuppoſed, 2 che infinitely wiſe 


and GOD can take n on of 
blood, or the burning of 4 7 confidered ; only 
as they had a ha gk to that noble and ine/timable ſa- 


criſice, which brings the hugheſt honour to his name; 


which thoſe ſlaughtered animals exhibited in a figure ; 


and to which every true {/rae/ite had a believiag regard. 


I ay, had & be/zeving regard. For it is alhrmed by 
the author to the Hebrews, that the goſpel was preached 
to the {ſraelites in the wilderneſs + ,—What does he 
mean by the goſpel? The very eſſence of this benevo-- 


lent ſcheme, according to the apoſtle's own definition, 
is, that CHRIST died for our jins J. —Hoto was this 

ſpel preached pgs ho. yy agg hes vhs By Ag 
nificant emblems ; fpecial y ſlaughtered animals, 
and bleeding victims; by u- Ty CHRIST was almoſt. 


continually, though not fo evidently as in theſe” latter 


times, ſet forth crucified for fanners. 
In this ſenſe alone, thoſe carnaluſages were ur the 


wiſdom of G OD to appoint, and Ne elty of GOD 
to accept.— This gave them a pec gy and in im- 
portance; and ſet gave then peculiar cm . 


vances uſed in the Heathen worſhip. —They — | 


when thus explained, thus improved, extremely pro- 
fitable to believers; as they directed their contempla- 
tion to the future ſufferings of 4 SAVIOUR, and 


* See Job xlii. 7. 8. + Heb. iv. 2. 1 Cor. xe. 3. | Gal. m. 1. 
8 ratiſied 


—— 1 
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ratified to their ſaith the beneſits of his ever-opera'ing 
ſacriſice: which, we are aſſured by an infallible —_ 
was effectual for "the redemption of the tranſgreſſions under 
the firſt covenant *. 

Ther. So you apprehend, that, in thoſe uſages prac- 
tiſed by the ancient Jews, the goſpel was emblematically 
preached, and CHRIST in a figure exhibited. 

Aſp. Moſt certainly, Theron. And for this cauſe, 
under the law, alma al things were purged with blood f. 
The multiplicity, the Variety, the conſtancy of their 
facrifices, were all deſigned to impreſs upon their minds, 
and familiarize to their t thoughts, this great evangelical 
truth.— Was any one overtaken by a fault? He muſt 


* Heb. ix. 15. When I reflect on thefe words, I wonder 
how any one can aſſert, That all the Jews died under the curſe 
of the lau. Died under the curſe of the law | Even though 
the apoſtle has warranted it for a truth, that al/ theſe ( mean- 
ing Abraham, Sarah, Iſaac, Jacob, &c.) died in faith. Heb. xi. 
13.—-Even though he has elſewhere laid it down as a maxim, So 
then they which are of faith, in whatever period of time they 
live, or under whatever diſpenſation of religion they worſhip, 
are bleſſed with faithful pur oa Gal. in. 9.—Even though 
the pfalmiſt, in one place, affirms, Blefſed are they whoſe un- 
righteouſneſſes are forgiven, and whoſe fin is covered : and, in 
another declares concerning himſelf and his pious con- 
temporaries ; Look how wide the eaſt is. from the weſt ! So far 
bathe for vas; Pais frond ms, Pfal. zxxii. 1. Pſal. ciii. £2. 
From theſe and many other texts, I think, it is evident, 
. chac the faithful Jews no more died under the curſe of the 
law, than the faithful Chriſtiant. The death of CHRIST 

cured the pardon and acceptance of belivers, even before 

came in the fleſh. From the beginning, he had covenanted 
with the FATHER, as their MEDIATOR; and GOD, 
to whom all things are — ſaw the certain accompliſhment 
of his undertaking. 2 by virtue of the di- 
vine decree, and in point of xa LAMB fin 
from the foundatim of the . Though he laid down his 
Bfe in the reign of Tiberius, he was a real REDEEMER in 


al * 
| .F Heb. ix, 22. 


preſent 
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preſent a victim, and the prieſt muſt flay it, by way 
of treſpaſs-offering ; to ſignify, that the guilt Which 
was contracted, could be done away only by the ato- 


ning death of CHRIST. Had any one received a ſig- 


nal bleſſing * A beaſt was ſlain by way of peace-offering; 
as a public expreſſion of gratitude for the mercy, aud 
alſo as an emphatical declaration, that all good vouch- 
ſafed to fallen man, is owing to the REDEEMER's 
ranſom.— Was any one to be inveſted with the pree/ty 
office, or admitted to miniſter in the ſanctuary? Aram 
or 2 bullock muſt bleed, by way of atonement, and 
tor the purpoſe of conſecration *; in order to teſtify, 
that no man can officiate with acceptance in the wor- 
ſhip of GOD; that no ſervice, though of a religious 
kind, can be pleaſing in his fight ; til the former is 
intereſted in the merits, anleſi the latter is recommend- 
ed by the death, of the great HIGH PRIEST. 
And not only by their folemn facrificial acts, but 
even by their ordinary meals, this grand leſſon was in- 
culcated. They were forbidden to eat the blood, in 
order to awaken and preſerve in their conſciences, a 
reverential and fiducial regard to the precious blood of 
CHRIST. The HOLY GHOST, afligning 2 
reaſon for this facred prohibition, ſays Y, Be 
cauſe the blood mateth an atonement for your + ſouls ; the 
blood of beaſts typically, the blood of CHRIST et- 
fectually.— O! that Chriſtians would, in this particu- 
lar, learn of Jews ; learn, at leaſt, from J7ewoiſb ordi- 
nances, to have their attention inc y fixed on 
that divine HIGH PRIEST; who, by one offering, 
hath-perfefted for ever, — not barely conduced or con- 
tributed to the work ; but hath fully accompliſhed it, 
and obtained complete remiſhon for—them that are 
ſanctiſied ]. | heat ax | 
Ther. Some offerings were made without any effuſion 
of blood. What could thofe mean? Or how could 
they typity the ſacrifice of CHRIST? 2 
Lev. vii. 22, Numb. viii. 12. + Lev. xvii. 11. 
t Heb, x; 14. s Aſd. 
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Aſp. Perhaps the apoſtle might foreſee ſuch an ob- 
jection, when he uſed that guarded ex n, Almeſt 
all things were purged with blood. —If, in theſe caſes, 
there was no effuſion of blood, yet there was a de- 
ſtruction of the ſubſtance. The meat-offerings were 
conſumed by fire; which is much the ſame to inani- 
mate things, as ſhedding of the blood is to living crea- 
| Gong. — The ſame 7 is 3 to o_ oblations, 
as to thoſe of the ſanguinary kind. It is expreſs| 
| declared of the poor man's treſpaſ5-offering, 3 
ſiſted of ſine flour, and was burnt upon the altar, 77 
Hall make an atonement for him K. — 80 that here alſo 
was, what we may truly call, a 7 * rediction of 
CHRIST. The offerings which as well as 
the victims which bled, ſhewed forth our dying LORD: 
. whoſe one oblation of himſelf once offered,“ com- 
| prized all the n the whole eſſicacy, 
| m Tepreſented other ſacrifice. 
| Ther. 2 circumſtance has often given me 
diſguſt, and been apt to prejudice me againſt the in- 
ſtitutions of the Old Teſtament. Many of them ap- 
pear mean, contemptible, and perfectly puerile. © Can 
&* theſe,” I have ſaid within myſelf, “be ordained by 
«© 1 GOD of infinite wiſdom, and tranſcendent glo- 
« ry? Can we reaſonably imagine, that a mandate 
* ſhould be iſſued from the court of heaven, on pur- 
<< poſe to forbid the Boiling, and injoin the roaſting }, 
of ſome particular piece of meat ?—Will the great 
< RULER of the ſkies concern himſelf about the 
«« preciſe manner of filling one bird, and releafing ano- 
„ ther 17— Will he, who claims the worſhip of the 
heart, have ſuch an eſpecial regard to a drop or two of 
« deſpicable blood, put upon the ip of the r:ght car, or 
t the thumb of the right hand || *—Surely, ſuch chil- 
4 diſh ceremomes are too minute and trivial for the 
“ notice, much more for the ſolemn appointment, of 
« the ſupreme MAJESTY! SORT wag, 
Lev. v. 11.12. 13. + Exod. xii. 9. 1 Lev. xiv. 4. 5. 6. 7: 
| Exod. Xxix. 20. x .c: it Mp» 


the wind, —This he mentions as a 
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Aſp. You will pleaſe to remember, that, when thoſe - 
ceremonies were ordained, it was the infancy , at 
leaſt the minority of the church. If we advert.to this 
circumitance, we ſhall have reaſon to admire, both 
the all-comprehending wiſdom, and the no leſs conde- 
ſcending goodneſs, of JEHOVAH.—His all-com- 
prebending wiſdom, in conforming, ſo accurately and 
ſo minutely, the type to the event; though the for- 
mer was eſtabliſhed, long, long before the Litter exiſt · 
ed. Many ages before the Deſire of nations appeared, 
his picture was drawn; was preſented to public view; 
and is now found to correſpond, in every feature, 
with the illuſtrious original. What hand could be e- 
qual to ſuch a taſk, but only the hand of an omni- 
ſcient LIMNERT— His condeſcending goodneſs, in 
adapting the tenor of his revelation to the ſtate of 
his people; eating unto them, even as unto babes f: 


not by naked precepts, or abſtracted truths ; but 


earthly ſimilitudes , and (if I may fo og tx! myſ 
by embodied inſtructions ; ſuch as were level to their 


* St Paul calls the church of thoſe times mc, an infant, or 
babe, Gal iv. 1. 3. And the ceremonial inſtitutions have 
been ſtyled with as much truth as ingenuity, Evangelium elemen - 
tare et preliminare. + 1 Cor. iu. 1. 

t This ſeems to be our LOR D's meaning, when he ſays to 
Nicodemus, If I have told you earthly things. He had been 


treating of that internal ſpiritual renovatian, which is the root 
and ſpring of all holineſs, He had been ſpeaking of that di- 


vine SPIRIT, whoſe gracious and almighty agency produccs 
this deſirable change. The nature of the r was repreſent- 
ed, under the ſimilitude of a birth; by which we enter upon a 
new ſtatc, form new ideas, and habituate ourſelves to new 
praQtices, pleaſures, purſuits. The operations of the latter 
were deſcribed, by the common and well-known properties of 
plain and familiar method of 
reaching : this he oppoſes ta telling him of heavenly things ; or 
delivering refined and exalted truths, not acc to the 
capacity, not brought within the compaſs of an infantile under- 
ſtanding, by any aſſimilation to ſenſible objects, Jabn iii. 12. 
2 | 84 low 
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low capacities, and calculated to affect their dull ap- 


enſions. 

The inſtitutions, to which you hint, were undoubt- 
edly mean and trifling, if conſidered in themſelves: 
Accordingly their wife and majeſtic AUTHOR cau- 
tions his people againſt ſuch erroneous and unworthy 
notions. © U pate not unto your fathers, nor command- 
ed them, in the day that I brought them out of the land 
« of Egypt, concerning burnt«fferings or ſacrifices*. It 
8. LOO my — tg that the hor — 6: in 
<« the ſhadow, and neglect the —— I never in- 
« tended, that they ſhuuld reſt in the porch, but pals 
through theſe ordinances to much ſublimer thin 
« CHRIST and ſpiritual bleſſings were princip ly 
« in my view: to which all the Meſaical ufages were 
cc relative, ſubſervient, and one continual manuduc- 
<« tion.” Conſidered in this light; as bearing a re- 
ference to F N ED _ TOR; as em- 
blems of his perſon, and pledges of his grace; they 
acquire a real magnificence, and convey the moſt ſa- 
lutary leſſons. 

The blood put upon the tip of the car, and thumb 
of the hand, denotes our perſonal application of the 
_ of CH RIST: without which all its virtue, 

though boundleſs and - inconceivable, will profit us 
| . Thoſe particular parts of the body, ma 
ſignify the perceptive and executive faculties ; in bo 
which we offend, and for both which we need the 
N Of the two birds you mention, 
one was to be filled, the other was to fy away, after 
it had been di din the blood of its ſlow Thus 
the LORD FESU 8 was crucified for our fins ; and 
we being waſhed in his blood, being intereſted in the 
atonement of our holy victim and elder brother, are 
pry moan _ . and e eſcape condemnation.—Con- 
cernin a 2 lamb it was particularly injoined, 
That * eu not be eaten raw, nor fodder with 

0 Jer. vil. 22, 
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water, but roaſted with fire ; and of every offering 
from the herd, or from the flock, the fat and the in- 
wards were, by an expreſs command of G OD, deli- 
vered up to the devouring flame. All this was an em- 
blem of that tremendous indignation, which 7s poured 
ot like fire &; which 2 our immaculate S A CRI- 
FICE, that it might ſpare polluted ſinners; and 
which muſt have conſumed utterly any mediator, who 
was leſs than infinite, or other than divine. 3 

Had you beheld our renowned Newten blowing up, 
with great afliduity and attention, his little watery ve- 


ficles into the air; you would, perhaps, have deſpiſed 
the venerable philoſopher, and have thought him little 


better than a hoary idiot, But when you was told, 
that, in every one of thele volatile ſopy bubbles, he 
diſcovered the beauteous colours of the rainbew; and, 
from this ſeemingly-childiſh experiment, he explained 
the nature of that wonderful arch; you would then 
entertain a different notion, both of Gt man and of 
his employ.—So, when you diſcern the bleſſed FESUS 
looking forth at theſe windows, and ſhewing himſelf through 
theſe lattices 4 of the Jewiſh ceconomy ; you will, I 
hope, conceive a higher opinion of them, and derive 
richer advantage from them. | 

Ther. There are ſeveral perſons, as well as ritual ob- 
ſervances, of a very ſingular character, mentioned in 
the Moſaic law. The leper, for inſtance, the Nazarite, 
with others of the ſame antiquated and groteſque 
ſtamp : which ſeem, to me at leaſt, ſo many unmeaning 


narratives, that convey no manner of edification to 


* Nah. i. 6. 

+ Cantic. ii. 9. The word, in the firſt edition, is flouri/o- 
ing through. It was taken from the Hebrew, without confult- 
ing the Engliſh Bible, and is a literal tranſlation of . Which 
ſignifies more than barely /bewing him/elf; ſhewing himſelf with 
luſtre and beauty: like a delicate flower, in its blooming ſtate, 
and Slofly colours: yet flouriſhing through lattices ; manifeſting 
himſelf, not completely, but in part; concealing ſome, while 
he reveals much, of his mediatorial glory. 7 FC 
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inclination, and now I 
alk 75 1 opinion upon theſe points. 


106 THE RON AND ASPASIO. 


readers in the preſent age. have frequently had an 
ve a proper opportunity, to 


I thank you, e for giving me the hint. 
WII you propoſe, is by no means foreign to the to- 


pic of our diſcourſe.— Thoſe perſons were truly re- 
markable; neither are the peculiarities of their caſe 


Tana in vain, They picture out, in diſmal and 


delightful colours, the ſinner and the SAVIOUR, 
o know ourſelves, and to know CHRIST, is 
whe wiſdom ; is indeed the conſummation of all 


knowledge. Here we have a lecture of hieroglyphi- 


cal 8 on both thoſe i 2 ſubjects 
2 r * was an emblem of a /irner. — diſeaſe 
y-afflichve to himſelf, and intolerably-loath- 
Dons be to others: Sin likewiſe is the /ore/? of all miſe- 
ries, to the wretch who commits it; and moſt deteſta- 
bly-odious to the GOD who forbids it.— The leper 
was ſecluded from the benefits of ſociety, and all com- 
munication with his fellow-citizens. he ſinner alſo, 
while impenitent and unpardoned, is an alien from the 
commonwealth of I/frael t; without any enjoyment of 
the comforts, or any intereſt in the privileges of the 
goſpel. If he dies in this condition, he muſt be for 
ever /but out from the kingdom of heaven; for ever 
cut off from the preſence of the LORD. 
: The contagion was ſometimes ſo peſtilent, that it not 
only tainted the cloaths of the diſeaſed, but ſpread 
itſelf over the walls of his houſe, and infected the 
timber of the beams. It was ſometimes ſo inveterate, 
that it could be eradicated no other way, but by burn- 
ing the garment, and demoliſhing the building. Does 


not this give us a clear, but melancholy view, of cri- 


ginal corruption? which has transfuſed its poiſon 
through all the faculties of the ſoul, and all the mem- 
bers of the body; nor will ever be entirely expelled, 
till death releaſes the former, and conſigus the latter 
to the duſt. © 


Ses Lev, chap, xiii. xiy. + Eph, U. 12. What 
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What could cure this terrible diſtemper, even in its 
mildeſt ſtate? Not all the balm of Gilead; not all the 
drugs on a thouſand hills; nothing but the e n 
oil and ſacrificial blood, 2 applied 
prieſt. And what can heal the diſorders of our fallen 
ſouls? ſo far heal them, as to purge away their 55 
and ſubdue the prevalence of their iniquities? No 
acts of mortiſication, no vigilance, nor any efforts of 
our own; nothing but t the atoning death, and ſandtify- 
ing SPIRIT of "the bleſed 7 SUS. IZ wal 
nity and virulence of this plague of the heart, are able. 4 
lutely incorrigible by any 5 pedient. But bleſ- 
ſed be divine grace, this — acces Ml by our 
great HIGH PRIEST, and adminiſtered by our 

great PH YSICLAN? is 3 and never fails. 
Ihe caſe of the Nazarites * was the very reverſe of 
the ſtate of the /epers. Her Nazarites, Jeremiah ſays, 
were purer than ſnow, they were whiter than milk; t 
were more ruddy in body than rubies, i beir ir gol iſbing wwas —4 
ſap phires f. A faint 3 repreſentation of the only 
ten S ON, who 1s the þ aire os ge among ten ae 0 z the 
brightneſs of his FAT — and the expreſs 
image of his perſon doch 6 0 and man in one ſa- 
cred, wonderful, adorable S A VIO U R.—They, du- 
rin ring the time of their ſeparation, abſtained from wane ; 7 0 

drew from ſecular buſineſs ; avoided every 

of pollution; and dedicated themſelves, in an i pc 
manner, to the ſervice of GOD. A ty 

lorious NAZARITE, who was ſeparated! a ſea- 
4 from the fruitions of heaven; who was holy, 
harmleſs, and undefiled, both in his nature and all his 
converſation ; who ſanCtified himſelf, and devoted his 
life and labours, his ſoul and body, to the glory of his 
FATHER, and the redemption of his people.— 
The Nazarites, even when they had diſcharged their 
vow, and were ceremonially —— yet were wt: 
to offer a ſin- Mering, a bernie and a peace-offer 

See Numb. chap. vi. + Jam. iv. 7. 1 

ing. 


108 THERON Ax DH ASPASIO. 


ing. So, the great REDEEMER, though he had 
ee obeyed all the preceptive parts of the divine 
aw, yet was required to offer up a facrifice,—even the 
incomparably- precious ſacrifice of himſelf,—in order to 
conſummate the work of our ſalvation. | 


- Ther. Have you a ſufficient warrant for this ſtrain 
of interpretation? Is it ſound, is it rational, or con- 
formable to any authentic ſtandard of ſcriptural expo- 
tion? Methinks, it looks more like the child of 
fancy, than the offspring of judgment; more like the 
fally of a ſportive imagination, than the reſult of a 
ſober diſquiſit ion. 
Tou cannot be ignorant, 4% aſie, how the rulin 
. paſſion tinctures the whole conduct. Hence it is, 
apprehend, that your religious inamoratoes find hea- 
venly beauties, where ſcripture intended no more than 
natural truths. Hence it is, that they turn plain facts 
into profound figures, and allegorize common ſenſe into 
prous abſurdity. —Have you never ſeen the my/{:c inter- 
tions of ſome ancient, and, I may add, ſome mo- 
dern divines? The honeſty of their deſign is tranſ- 
parent, and the piety of their lives is unqueſtionable ; 
otherwiſe we ſh be tempted to ſuſpect, that they 
mm ad fo burleſque the ſcriptures, and diſgrace their 
Who can ever Fr. himſelf, that the ſupremely- 
wiſe G0 D, would ſend us to ſearch for a body of di- 
vinity, in a bundle of rods? or ſet us to ſpin all the 
7135 of Chriſtianity, from a few fleeces of wool, 
ring-ſtreaked, ſpeckled, and ſpotted * Thus to expound 
the {criptures, is, not to open them clearly, and ap- 
— 24 judiciouſly, but rather to whip them into 


froth f. 
Ap. We have the authority of our LORD him- 
1 | Gen. xxxi. 

+ Luther uſed to call ſuch far · fetched and unnatural allego- 
ries, ſpumam ſcripture. Soo alf 
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ſelf; who has informed us, —That the brazen ſe 
lifted up in the wilderneſs * was figurative o his 
2 ſuſpenſion and death on the croſs :—That the len- 
le, built on mount Sn, was typical of his immacu- 
te body, in which dwelt all the tulneſs of the G O D- 
HEA D 4 :— That the prophet Jonah, lodged in the 
belly of the whale, and diſcharged from that ſtrange 
2 on the third day , was an ge of 
his own deſcending into the ve, and again 
before his fleſh 1 1 
We have alſo the teſtimony and the practice of the 
chiefeſt of the apoſtles, for our warrant. He aſſures 
us, that the rock ſmitten by Moſes, had a reference to 
CHR IST who Was Eat for our ſins, and is 
the foundation of our s: That the waters, iſſu- 
ing at the ſtroke, were ſigniſicative of thoſe ſpiritual 
bleſſings, which flow from a crucified SAVIOUR: 


we 


That, as the former folloted the ſons of Jacob, throu Rh 


all the circumvolations of their ond ourney; 
latter accompany the diſciples of ESUS, in every 
ſtage of their earthly pilgrimage.— Let De great 1 0 
of the Gentiles be our expoſitor, and we ſhall fee the 
veil of the temp'/e digniſied with a fignificancy, richer 
far than its ca materials, and curious workman- 
ſhip. Its {ilk and embroidery exhibit, to the eye of 
faith, the pure and ſpotleſs flcth of CHR IST}. As, 
by rending the material veil, the holy of hohes became 
viſible Of acceſſible ; ſo, by piercing the body, and 
ſpilling the blood of CHRIST, the GOD of heaven 
was manifeſted, and the way to heaven opened. 
Every reader muſt admire thoſe divided waves; 


which, inſtead of overwhelming the Iſraelites with a 


reſiſtleſs detuge, ſtood like a wall of defence on their 
right hand, and on their left, as they marched through 
the depths of the ſea Every reader muſt admire that 
ſuſpended cloud, which ſpread itſelf like a ſpacious ca- 


* John iii. 14. + John ji. 19. 21. Col. it. 9. 
t Match. xii. 39. 40. [1 Cor. x. 4 _ + Heb. x. 20. 
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nopy over the hoſts of ae; and ſcreened them from 
the annoying ſun-beams, as they paſſed through the 
fultry defert.—Our admiration muſt be heightened, 
when we 4nd that which was a cloud ay, be- 
coming a pillar of fire by night; and illuminatin 
their camp with the moſt amazing, as well as the mot 
chearing fplendor. — But St Pau/ diſcerned a greater 
glory, and a deeper deſign, in theſe unparallelled 
events. The people, he fays, were baptized unto Mo- 

er, in the cloud and in the fea . Theſe ſymbolically 

- repreſented the baptiſm of water and of fire ; or the 
application of CHRIST's blood to our ſouls, and 
the efficacy of his SPIRIT on our hearts. In the 
former of which, conſiſts our juſtification ; from the 
latter of which, eeds our ſanctification. 

I fear, you will think my diſcourſe ſomewhat like | 
the journey juſt now mentioned; but I muſt not wholly | 
omit the epiſtle to the Hebrews ; which is the moſt 

nunexceptionable vindication, as well as the faultleſs 
model, of allegorical. expoſition. —It is delightful to 
obſerve, what propriety of addreſs the inſpired wri- 
ter uſes. He ſpeaks to the Fews, in their own way; 
alludes to their own uſages, ordinances, and ceremo- 
nies ; proves them to be types of, and guides to, a 
more clear, a more benign, and in all refpects a more 
excellent 4 ceconomy. More particularly he Frags 


C 


1 Cor. X. 2. 


+ He ſtyles the legal 


oblations, and indeed the whole ſervice 
of the Zewi/b ſanctuary, the example and ſbadow of heavenly 2 
things or of CHRIST JESUS, and evangelical worſhip, ? 
and ſpiritual bleflings, Heb. viii. f. — enn, the pattern : * 1 
ſomewhar like the ſtrokes, pencilled out upon a piece of fine Us 
linen ; which preſent you with the figure of ſprigs, of leaves, in 
and of flowers; but have not yet received their ſplendid colours, A 
their curious ſhades, and beautiful enrichments, from the la- ſe] 
bours of the needle.— *, a ſhadewy repreſentation ; which 
gives you fome dim and imperfect idea of the body; but not by 
the fine features, not the diſtinguiſhing air, none of thoſe th; 


living graces, which adarn the real perſon. —Yet both the 
| pattern 


. 
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the tranſtendent ſuperiority of CHRIST and his gifts, 
even to thoſe Er and privileges, which they held 
in the h:ghe/t eſteem. Theſe, like the morning-ſtar, 
were introductory to, yet totally eclipled by, the 
riſing ſun. 

They had exalted apprehenſions of the angelic ex- 
cellencies. The apoſtle therefore celebrates the R E- 
DEEMER, as the LORD whom angels obey, as 
the GOD whom angels adore.—They always reckon- 
ed Moſes to be the firſt favourite of heaven, and chief 
among the children of men, He lets them know, 
that Mes, with all his extraordinary endowments, was 
but a /ervant in the houfe of FESUS. It was his 

eateſt honour, to miniſter unto this Prince of Peace. 
— As the prieſthood and facrifices were ſome of their 
diſtinguiſhing privileges; he ſhews the pre-eminence 
of CHRIST's office to all the Aaronic orders. He 
demonſtrates the extenſive and everlaſting efficacy of 
his one atonement, in preference to every form, and 
the whole ſeries of Leviticab oblations. 

Ther. Thus interpreted, I muſt acknowledge, the 
book of Levitical ceremonies is fegnificant and ediſying. 
Whereas, abſtracted from this evangelical improve- 
ment, nothing can be more empty and jejune. TI once 
thought, that, to peruſe thoſe obſolete canons, was 
like fitting down to an entertainment of dry bones. 
But, if ſuch be their import, they may yield marrow 
and fatneſs to the attentive mind. 

Due care, however, ſhould be taken, not to ſuppoſe 
2 type, where there is no apparent foundation of ana- 
logy in the thing itſelf; or no hint of this nature given 
us by the unerring SPIRIT; left, inſtead of be- 
ing guided by truth, we are bewildered by fancy.— 
And, when either or both theſe handles preſent them- 
ſelves, I think, we ſhould beware of ſtraining the fub- 
pattern and the ſhadow lead our minds to ſomething nobler 


than themſelves. The pattern, to that which completes it; the 
thadow, to that which cccaſrons it. 


Jet 
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jet beyond the bounds of a 10 and reaſonable com- 
| 


anion : leit, inſtead of following the clue, we 
cetch it till jt breaks. —If the firſt caution is not ob- 
ſerved, the ſenſe of ſcripture will lie ſo deep, or be 
removed to ſuch a diſtance, that none but perſons of 
the moſt acute diſcernment can find it, or none but 
perſons of the moſt excur/rve imagination can reach 
at, If the ſecond is not regarded, the meaning of-thoſe 
drvine volumes will become ſo vague and volatile, that 
there will hardly remain any poſſibility of aſcertaining 
or fixing it. 
. As to the expedience and neceſſity of theſe 
cautionary limitations, I have the pleaſure of agree- 
ang entirely with my friend. —Let our fancy ſubmit to 
the reins of judgment, otherwiſe her excurſions will 
be wild and /aroleſs. Let our zeal borrow the eyes of 
. diſcretion, otherwiſe her efforts will be blind and ex- 
travagant. And let all, thus tempered, thus regulated, 
be under the influence of enlightening grace. Then, 
to ſpiritualize the ancient ſcriptures, will be to convert 
the ſtones of the ſanctuary into the jewels of a crown; 
and to fetch, not water only, but milk and honey, 
from the flinty rock. | 
Then, how pleaſing muſt it be, as well as inſtruc- 
tive, to diſcover-the bleſſed FESUS, in all the inſti- 
tutions of the Moſaic law! To ſee his mcarnation pre- 
figured by the feaſt of tabernacles *, when the % 
raelites were to relinquiſh their houſes, and lodge in 
booths. Even as the SON of GOD left the boſom 
of his FATHER, and the ſeats of bliſs, to inhabit 
a cottage of clay, and ſojourn in a vale of tears, —To 
ſee our ſpotleſs and divine VICTIM, typically ſlain 
at the joyful ſolemnity of the paſſover, and the anni- 
verſary faſt of expiation.— To ſee his death, that ineſti- 
mable ranſom for our ſouls, preſented to our faith, in 
every morning and evening ſacrifice + : his interceſſion, 
that prevailing recommendation of our prayers, moſt 
* Lev. xxiii. 34. 40. 42. + Exod. xxix. 38. 39- 
| | ſweetly 
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ſweetly expreſſed by the rich incenſe, which attended 


the ſacred rite. —To ſee the various methods of puri- 


fication ; ſome pointing at the fountain * for fin and 
for uncleanneſs, opened in our REDEEMER's bleed- 
ing heart; others referring to thoſe ſanctifying opera- 
tions of the SPIRIT, which act as a refiner”s fire +, 
or as fuller's ſoap.— To ſee, in the city of refuge f, that 
perfect ſecurity, which CART S T's meritorious ſuf- 
ferings in our ſtead, afford to every penitent and be- 


lieving ſinner, 


Was it ſo very affecting and ſo very — to 


Eneas, when he beheld the ſtory of the Trojan heroes, 


- pictured upon thie walls of the Carthaginian temple || ? 


How much greater encouragement and joy muſt ariſe 
in the Chriſtian's breaſt, hen he eives the ami- 
able lineaments of his everlaſting FRI END, pour- 
trayed in all the peculiarities of the Few:/5 worſhip, 
and in the moſt diſtinguiſhing events of the Few:/b 
hiſtory | This muſt highly ennoble the Bible, and in- 
* % endear it pa. our — * 7 vg 
uſtre, life, and glory, through ev of that bleſ- 
ſed 8 1 rg 22 indulging 
what might be called a pious wantonneſs of imagina- 
tion; yet I ſhould much rather chuſe, in expoundin 
the ſcriptures, to ramble with Auguſtine, than err wi 
Grotius : ſee, or think I ſee my SAVIOUR, even 
where it may not, perhaps, be eaſy to make out the 
traces of his dignity, to the ſatisfaction of a rigorous 
inquirer ; rather than ſhut my eyes upon the diſpla 
of his perfections, when they beam forth with the m 
inviting beauty. ” 


Wer. How ſoon is this walk finiſhed! How imper- 
ceptibly has the time ſtole away !—Theſe 2 [ 
always uſed to approach with a particular complacen- 
cy. They ſeemed to afford me a welcome retreat from 

* Exod. xxix. 4. Pal. li. 7. + Numb. xxxi, 23. 
IC. iv. 4. t Numb, xxxv. II. 12, | Vire. Ao. I. 
Vor. II. N“ 7. _” ET RS 
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the impertinence and vanity of the world. Now, me- 
thinks, I enter them with reluctance, becauſe they are 
hkely to put a period to this agreeable converſation.— 
However, as my Aſpaſio enters with me, I am recon- 
ciled, I am fatished. It will be in his power to reſtore 
the pleaſure, which muſt now be interrupted. And 
this is what I ſhall ere long requeſt ; becauſe I have not 
ſpoke my whole mind upon the preſent ſubject. 

Aſp. Whenever you think proper, Theron. This is, 
to me, a favourite ſubject; and not to me only, but 
to incomparably-better judges. — The man, who had 
been caught up into the third heavens, and ſeen the 
viſions of G OD, determined to know nothing but 
JESUS CHRIST and him crucified *.—At the 
grandett aſſembly, that ever was convened on earth, 
this furniſhed the principal, if not the only topic of con- 
verfation.—And in that world, where the voice of joy 
and thankſgiving is y heard, this conſtitutes 
the burden of the ſong, Thou in, and haſt re- 
deemed us to GOD by thy blood f. 

* 1 Cor. ü. 2. + Rev. v. 9. 


e o d 0,8 7: 


Ther. I MUST now deſire my Apo to inform me, 
what that grand aſſem 4 was, (which he 


mentioned in the cloſe of our laſt diſcourſe), and where 
convened ? | | 


Aſp. Can't you gueſs, Theron *—Was it in the 

ins of Theſſaly, when Xerxes drew together the for- 
ces of more than half the known world, and appeared at 
the head of all the potentates of the eaſt ?!—Was it in the 
Roman forum, when the ſenators were aſſembled in 
their robes, and the barbarians took them for a ſynod of 
gods ? — No; it was on the mount of Transfiguration ; 
where the SON of the true GOD, the LORD of 5 75 
n 2 ory, 


4 
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lory, ſhone forthin ſome of his celeſtial and native ſplen- 

or; with garments white as the ſnow *, and a counte- 
nance bright as the ſun: where he converſed with two 
of his moſt diſtinguiſhed faints, juſt come down from 
theregions of bliſs and immortality: with Moſes the great 
deliverer of the law, and with Elijah the reſolute reſto- 
rer of its honours: where he was attended by three of his 
principal ambaſſadors, who were to be the retormers of 
mankind, and the lights of the world. 

This, I think, is the moſt venerable and auguſt aſ- 
ſembly, that the annals of hiſtory have recorded. 
And what was the topic of converſation, among theſe 
illuſtrious perſonages? Not the affairs of ſtate, nor 
the revolutions of empire ; not the curious refinements 
of literature, nor the wonderful diſcoveries of philoſo- 
phy; but the gnominous and bloody exit f, which th 
divine FESUS was ſoon to make at Jeruſalem. — This 
circumſtance, methinks, ſhould recommend the ſubject 
to our frequent difcourſe; even though it was leſs emi- 
nent, for intrinſic dignity, and comfortable import. 


Talking in this manner, they arrive at the part; 
which, the moment you enter, fills the view with its 
bold, enlarged, and magnificent ſweep.—It was diver- 


* Mark ix. 3. The evangeliſt's deſeription is, like the ſcene, 
remarkably bright; and the gradat ion of his images is almoſt as 
worthy of obſervation, as the memorable fact. The garments 
were white, —exceeding white, —white as the /now, —whiter than 
any fuller on earth could make them; ſurpaſſing all the works 
of art, equalling the firſt and fineſt productions of nature. 
Nay, fo great was the luſtre, that it See (zee cue) like 
the lightning, and even dazzled the fight. 

"F Does not this very delicately, yet very ſtrongly in 
that the ſufferings and death of CHRIST were the prine 
end of the Moſaic inſtitutions, and the principal ſubje& of the 
prophetic teachings ? For is it not natural to ſuppoſe, that Moſes 
and Elyah intended, when miniſtering on earth, that very 
thing, which their converſation dwelt upon, when they deicend- 
ed from heaven? | | 

H 2 ſthed 
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fified with level and riſing ground. Here ſcooped into 
mimic amphitheatres ; with the deer pendent on the 
little fummit, or ſhooting down the eaſy preetpice : 
there raiſed into gentle hillocks ; ſome of which were 
canopied with al ſpreading, ſolitary oak; others 
were tufted with a cluſter of tapering and verdant 
elms. Two or three caſcader, gleaming from afar, as 
they poured along the ſlanting rock, or the grafly lope, 
| a pleaſing variation to the proſpect; while they 

the timorous unexperienced fawns, with their 
foaming current, and watery roar.— Grandeur and ſim- 
plicity ſeemed to be the genius of the place. 4 
thing breathed an air of noble negligence, and 


Ma . 
. centre of all, roſe a curious romantic nount.— 
Its form was exactly round; ſomewhat like a ſugar-loaf, 
lopt off a little below the point.—Not coeval with na- 
ture, but the work of human induſtry. Thrown up, 
tis ſuppoſed, in thoſe perilous times, when Britain was 
alarmed by foreign invaſions, or bled with inteſtine 
28 was covered, all around, with alder- 
bs : whoſe ranks, gradually ariſing, and ſpreading 
ſhade above ſhade, 3 of e theatre ; 
through which were ſtruck two or three ſpiral walls; 
leading, by a gentle aſcent, and under embowering 
verdure, to the ſummit.— At proper intervak, and on 
every ſide of the hill, were formed little arborets ; 
with apertures, cut through the boughs, to admit 2 


PIECE . FI 
How agreeable, as they climb and wind themſelves 
round the hill, to reflect on the + change which 
| has now taken place Where ſteely ets gleamed, 
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or brazen ſhields claſhed, the 22 twitter their 
loves, and diſplay their painted plumes. The dens of 
rapine, or the horrid haunts of bloodſhed, are become 
the retreats of calm contemplation, and friendly con- 
verſe. In yonder lower ſpaces, Where the armed 

were wont to patrol; from whence they made excur- 
ſions, to ravage the villages, or terrify the ſwains; 
the fallow-deer trip lightly, or the fulk headed flags ſtand 
at ba | 


From a {mall eminence, but at a confiderable diſtance, 
guſhed a couple of ſprings; which, rambling throu 
2 grove, loſt one another in the ſhady labyrinth. 
merging, at length, from the gloom, — approached 
nearer and nearer, and fell into embraces at the foot 
of this hill. They rolled, in amicable conjunction, 
along the pebbly channel, which encircles its baſts ; and 
added their ſober melody to the ſprightly! warbling of the 
birds. — Flowing off in one common ſtream, they 
formed the fine pieces of water, which beautified 
the park. From thence, they ſtole into the meadow, and 
widened into a river. There, enamoured as it were 
witheach other, they glide by weatthy towns, andfweep 
through flowery vales ; regardleſs of the blooming toys 
which, deck the one, and of the noi e een 


the other. 
So, ſaid Apa, my — — 1 


and the amuſing ſcenes of life; — —— by 
the 5 nor anxious for the other. With fuch harmo- 


Kae -A, a. and indiſſoluble union, may they 


e Courſe, marked 6ut by Providence; their 


increaſing, and their uſcfulneſs enlarging, as 
they draw e 4 ocean of all ! Then, part- 


ay ag tle ſtroke of fate, like waters of ſome 

{iream ſevered by the piers of an intervening 
Bilge, may they ſpeedily reunite /—reunite in con- 
ſummate bliſs, and never be ſeparated more: 58 


Hy 
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Ther. I thank you, 4% aſia, for your affectionate 
compliment. Nor can I with you, by way of return, 
a greater recompenſe, than the continual exerciſe of 
ſuch a benevolent temper. For to exerciſe benevolence, 
is to enjoy the moſt reſined and exalted pleaſure ; fuch 
as makes the neareſt approaches to the felicity of the 
eternal mind; who, N ſcripture moſt beautifully 
ſpeaks, has pleaſure in the proſperity of his ſervants. 

But while we are not o pert — our ſitua- 
ſtion reminds us of (what you juſt now mentioned) the 
grand conference relating to the death of CHRIST — 
A buſineſs, for which you have indeed accounted ; but 
in a manner that may be thought not the mo? honour- 
ble to the divine — 1 
. I have repreſented it as a ran/om for our ſouls, 
and a facrifice for our ſins. If you difapprove my ac- 
count, be pleaſed to favour me with your own.—For 
what eg to your opinion, did that ever- 
bleſſed PERS ON die 
Ther. — of his doctrine, and leave 
us a pattern of the moſt perfect reſignation. 

Aſp. And is this all? Shall we thus impoveriſh the 
riches of grace? Was this notion defenſible, it could 
never be agſrable. But it has as little to ſupport it as 
it has to recommend it.—For, upon ſuch a ſuppoſition, 

where is the difference between the death of CHRIST, 
and the- death of the martyrs? They confirmed the 
truth of the goſpel. In their ſufferings was obedience 
and reſignation ; the ſame in quality, though not in 
degree. Upon ſuch a ſuppoſition, what benefit could 
the ancient patriarchs receive from the REDEEMER?, 
ſince none could be improved by the example of his 
. patience, or the pattern of his obedience, till they 
4 were actually exhibited. Or how could CHRIST be 
| J ſtyled the LAMB ain from the foundation of the world * ? 
ö the advantages of whoſe commenced from the 


* Rey. xiii. 8. 
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very beginning, as they will be prolonged even to the 
end of time. N 

Not to depend on conſequential arguments, let us 
hear the expre/s declaration of our divine MASTER 
himſelf: Thi is my blood, which is ſhed—tor what? To 
give credibility to my goſpel, or yield an example of 
entire reſignation ? Rather or the remiſſion of ſins *. 
Will any one attempt to make the remiſſion of ſins, 
and the propoſal of a-pattern, or the ratification of a 
doctrine, ſynonymous terms: They who can torture and 
tranſmute the genuine ſenſe of words,, at this extraor- 
dinary rate, may metamorphoſe any expreſſion into any 
meaning. 


If then we would conſider our LORD's death in 


its due amplitude, we muſt conſider it, both as a pat- 


tern of piety, and as à ranſom for ſinuers. We muſt 


neither ſeparate nor confound theſe very diſtinct, yet 
very conſiſtent effects. 

ber. Is it not inconſiſtent with the acknowledged 
principles of juſtice, that the innocent ſhould be pu- 
niſhed, 228 of the offender ? * 

. It the innocent perſon has an ab/olute power over 
ea life ; inch kbmt himſelf in the place 
of the guilty ; and, by his vicarious ſufferings, fully 
anſwers all the es of a righteous government; 
in this caſe, which was the caſe with our LORD, I 
ſee not the leaſt repugnaney to the rules of juſtice, 

The Bible, that authentic tranſcript of the connſels 


of heaven, avows; and, by avowing, vindicates the 
practice. The LORD hath. laid on him the iniquity 


of us all f. When all we like ſheep had gone aſtray, and 
| Matth. xxvi. 28. 

+ J. Wii. 6. . pen made to meet, or fall upon, in an ho 
ſtile, vindictive manner; with a deſign to take vengeance, or 
inflict death; as an armed man falls upon his enemy, or a 
fierce lion on the helpleſs lamb, This is by far the moſt uſual 
ſignification of the phraſe, | | | 


= 
H4 | | I 
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were expoſed to the ſtroke of vengeance, as thoſe wan- 
dering creatures to the ravenous beaſt ; the 
SHEPHERD interpoſed, and the juſt GOD made 
that vengeance to fall upon him, which muſt otherwiſe 
have been executed upon us. He ſuffered, ſays another 
inipired 


I could not obſerve, without furpriſe and forrow, the late 
attempt of a learned writer, to interpret away the force and 
ſpirit of this text. He ſays, © The word we tranſlate hath 
laid, is the ſame that we render meet, Exod. xxiii. 4. 1f 
« thou meet thine enemy's ox or aſs going aftray, thou ſbalt 
« ſurely bring them back to him again. And the meaning is, 
« By him the LORD hath cau/ed to meet, and flop the ini- 
« quities of us all, wherein we have wandered from him.” 

o this I might object, that, though the verb is the ſame, 
the conſtruftion is by no means parallel. The prefix A occurs 
in one caſe, is omitted in the other.—I might farther inquire, 
whether the language be conformable to the laws of grammar, 
and ſuch as ſufficiently expreſſes what I ſuppoſe is intended, 
The LORD cauſed our iniquities to be met, and to be ſtop- 
« ped.” But theſe particulars I wave, and ſhall only examine, 
whether the /ex/e is ſuitable to ſcripture. According to this 
gentleman's idea, the prophet's doctrine is as follows: Our 
** ſins were running away, like a ſtray ſheep, or like a wander - 
ing ox. But they were met by CHRIST, who graciouſly 
ws — back, and reſtored them to their rightful own- 

er.” — To avoid this glaring im iety, our author has 
added a kind of falvo; to =o ang himſelf, who is 
% theSHEPHERD of ſouls.” But this is to depart from the 
prophet's ſubject, who. is ſpeaking not of us, but of our ini- 

ties, This is to depart from the tenor of his own explication. 
he adheres to the clue, which he borrows from the book of 
Exodus, what I have repreſented, is the unavoidable conſequence. 
Seel to what wretched ſhifts, diſhonourable to the word 
of G OD, and even to the art of criticiſm, they muſt have 
who refuſe to acknowledge the real ſubſtitution of 
CHRIST in our ſtead, and the proper atonement made by 
his death How much more like a true critic, and like a 
true Chriſtian, has Vitringa explained the paſſage ! Cum ns 
inflar ovium diſperſarum eſſemus in erroribus, et pena criminum 
noftrorum, inſlar lupi aut beſtiæ voracis, nos perſequeretur ad 
exitium: intervenit ſervus FE HOV A& juftus, qui illam pœnam 
| mn 
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inſpired writer, the juſt for the unjuſt *, that, by expia- 
ting our guilt, he might bring us to G O D, now to his 
gracious favour, hereafter to his bliſsful Pome 
Lou will permit me to add a-paſlage, our com- 
mon favourite Milton: becauſe it is no leſs beautiful in 
itſelf, than it is pertinent to the occaſion; muſt pleaſe 
the critic, and may expound the apoſtle —M ESSTAH, 
pleading in behalf of fallen man, thus addreſſes his 
Almighty FATHER: | 
———— Man, dead in fins and loſt, . 
Atonement for himſelf, or offering meet 
( Indebted and undone !_) hath none to bring. 
* Behold me then! me for him! life for life 
I offer. On me let thine anger fall. 
Account me man : I for*his ſake will leave 
Thy boſom, and this glory next to thee 
Freely put off ; and for him laſtly die 
Well-pleas'd ; en me let death wreak all his rage f. 


Ther. The fine imagination of a poet, will hardly 
paſs for a deciſive argument. When we are ſearching 
after truth, we muſt attend to the dictates of reaſon, 
not follow the vagaries of fancy. And Reaſon, Aſþa- 
fo, remonſtrates _ your notion of a vicarious ſa- 
crifice : Reaſon! that primary guide, and final teſt, 
both in diſcovering and determining the ſenſe of 
ſcripture. 4 
| App. Suppoſe you then, my dear Theron, that none 
are in poſſeſſion of reaſon, but the pupils of Socinur, 
and the zealots for Deiſin or that none make uſe of 
reaſon, in their religious mquiries, but men of this 
mould ? 

Wrong not the Chriſtian, think not reaſon yours ; 

*Tis reaſon our great MASTER fo dear ; 


in ſe ſuſcepit ; in quem irruit ad necem uſque ; quique adeo me. | 
dius inter penam et nos, eandem pœnam tulit, et nos ab exitio | 
vindicavit. 1 : 

* x Pet. iii, 18, + M1iLTON, book III. 233. 
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Tig reaſon's injur'd rights his wwrath reſents ; 
Ti reaſon's voice obey'd his glories crown. 

Through reaſon's wounds alone thy faith can die *. 

Poets, you ſee, are far from diſclaiming Reaſon. 
Equally far is Chriſtianity from diſcarding the ſober, 
the ſanctiſed uſe of this noble faculty. When reaſon 
is under the influence and direction of the divine 
SPIRIT, we have the ſame high opinion of her ex- 
cellence, as yourſelf. And, when thus regulated, we 
have, I am perſuaded, the fanction of her authority, 
for all our ſentiments. | 

Reaſon, as ſhe operated in the ſages of the Heathen 
world, inſtead of rejecting, approved and adopted this 
very ſcheme; approved it, even under the diſadvan- 
tage of a mutilated and defective, 'or rather of a per- 
verted and dead form. The current language of the 
claſſic authors, and almoſt every. hiſtorian of Greece 
and Rome, are vouchers for the truth of this obſerva- 
tion +.—As the Gentiles were unanimous in the cuſtom 


of ing facrifices, and equally unanimous in ſuppo- 
ſing their vicarious nature, ſo alſo are the Fewi/b wri- 


Ther. What man of ſenſe pays any regard to the 
Jewiſb writers? 1 are, and extravagant 
to the laſt degree. I might call them, rather 
than writers. ; 

. Aſp. They are, I believe, extravagant enough in 
* ES upon ſcripture. But they relate. with 
ſufficient exactneſs and fidelity, the 8 belief of 
their nation. In this caſe, their teſtimony is as unex- 
ceptionable, as, in the other, their notions are chi- 
merical. Now, had it been a miſtaken belief, ſurely 
our bleſſed LORD, that znfall:ble Judge, and impar- 
tial Reprover, would have teſtified his diſapprobation 
of it. Surely his diſciples, who were actuated by the 


enerring and undaunted ſpirit of their MASTER, 


e Nigbt-Thoughts, No IV. 
+ See the nate, in Dialogue III. page $2. 
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would have entered their proteſt againſt it. Surely St 
Paul, in his epiſtle to that very people, and in his 
treatiſe on that very ſubject, would have ſet himſelf 
to rectify ſuch an error; and have weeded out the 
tares, before he ſowed the good ſeed. But there is 
not the leaſt hint of this kind, in all the diſcourſes of 
our SAVIOUR, or in all the writings of his apoſtles. 

They ſpeak to a people, who were accuſtomed to 
look upon their ſacrifices as piacular oblations *, and 
a typical expiation of guilt. They ſpeak of our 'RE- 
DEEMER's crucifixion, and the benefits of his death, 
in the ſacrificial terms, that were of current ule, and 
eſtabliſbed ſignification. If therefore the popular opi- 
nion was improper, their manner of expreſſion and 
addreſs muſt be calculated rather to authenticate error, 
than to propagate truth. So that, I think, even the 
filence of the inſpired penman on this occaſion, i is but 
little inferior to a /oud atteſtation. Did hey only ſay 
nothing againſt the doctrine of ſatisfaction by ſacrifice; 
it wou A1 effect, and circumſtances conſidered, be 
ſaying abundance for it.— But they are very copious 
and explicit upon the point. 

Ther. Where are they ſo copious ? If you have ſuch 
a heap of their allegations, it will be nl to * out 
a few, and give us a ſpecimen. 

4 bs md; heron, it is gel htful —MES- 
SIAH Gall be cut hg” ſays the prophet Daniel, but not 
for himſelf f. For -— then, for what ? Iſaiah 
informs us concerning both: For the tranſgreſſion of my 
people was he ſtricken } —Becauſe this is an article of 
the laſt importance, it is repeated, it is confirmed, it 
is explained, with the m remarkable particularity : 
He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions ; he was bruiſed 
for our inquities ; the chaſtiſement of our peace was u _ 
bim, and with his ſiripes we are healed . Our LO 


* This, I think, is inconteſtably proved by Outram, in his 
treatiſe de ſacrificiis 
+ Dan. ix. 26, 4 IC. li. 8. II. Iii. 5, 
himſelf 
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himſelf aſſerts the fame truth in the very ſame ſtyle; 7 


am the geod ſbepherd, and lay down my life for the ſheep u. 


St Paul, in a multitude of paſſages, ſets his ſeal to this 
momentous doctrine.—St Peter maintains it, in very 
forcible words; Who his exon felf bare our fins in his on 
body on the tree f. 

The ſacred writers not only aſſert this capital article, 
but uſe every diverſity of ſpeech, in order to give it 
the fulleſt evidence, and the ftronge/? eſtabliſhment. 
He made reconciliation for the F ug of the people I. J E- 
SUS CHRIST the righteous is the propitiation for our 


fins . He loved us, and walhitd us from our fins in his 


own blood }, He was made fin for us, though he knew 
no fin +, 

Ther. No body makes any objection to theſe texts. 
But the ſenſe, the true ſenſe of ſuch phraſes, is the 
thing in queſtion. 

Aſp. What you call the queſtion, to me appears ſo 
plain, as not to want a deciſion, or admit of a doubt. 

However, fince you ſeem to demand a critical ſcru- 
tiny, it will not be —_— pedantic, if I make an ob- 
ſervation or two upon the original languages ; or ra- 
ther, as you are not acquainted with the Hebrew, on 


that language, of which you yourſelf are a judge and 


a maſter, 

If one died for all, then were all dead. The 
fition , in this connection, muſt neceſſarily ſignify 
more than © on our account, or for our advantage.” 
Becauſe, if it be taken in this unſettled rambling ſenſe, 
the apoſtle's argument is vague and inconclulive.—In 
caſe our LORD had ſuffered, only to free us from 


; _—_ GL 
+ 1 Pet. ii, 24. Very forcible words indeed Oc. . 
ne ee 76 couch adw—He bare himſelf bare—our ſin —in 
his own body : intended, one would imagine, to make the ar- 
ticle of our LOR D's vicarious ſufferings clear beyond all miſ- 
apprehenfion, and ſure beyond all doubt. 


ü. 17. li. 2. 14. Cor. v. 21. 
+ Heb. ii, 17. 1 John ii. 2. +4 Rev. i. 5. +2 a 
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« ſome evil, and procure us ſome benefit; this would 
by no means imply, that a// ere dead, under the ſen- 
tence of condemnation, obnoxious and doomed to 
death *. The utmoſt you can infer from ſuch premiſes, 
is, that all ſtood in need of a deliverance from ſome 
evil, or wanted the procurement of ſome good. 
Whereas, ſuppoſe the ſacred writer to intend, that our 
LORD's death was truly vicarious, and undergone 
in our ſtead ; that. he ſuffered what was our due and 
our doom ; then the reaſoning is juſt, and the infe- 
rence undemable. . 

He gave himſelf une, wy +, a ranſom for all. If 
this does not imply the notion of vicarrous, I very 
much queſtion, whether language itſelf can expreſs it. 
ue, is a ranjom ; Which conveys 2 vicarious ſenſe, 
in its moſt common and authoriſed acceptation.— 
*, which is equivalent to zn/tead , ſtill more fully 
aſcertains and ſtrengthens the 'idea.—r-y, which is 
tranſlated for, and denotes a ſubſtitution of one in the 


place of another I; this added to all, renders the ex- 


2 Cor. v. 14. + 1 Tim. ii. 6. 


t A, Matth. ii. 22, By this word the Septwagint tranſ- 


late the Hebrew TWIN. And that MN denotes the /ubſtitution 
of one inſtead of another, no ſtudent of the ſacred language 
will venture to deny. See Gen; XIIi. 13. 2 Sam. xviil. 33. 
2 Kings x. 24. | | | 


h Anpcts vey Xyire, He beferch you in "CHRIST's frad, 


2 Cor. v. 20,—pz wp ov inen 4a, that in thy flead he might have 


- miniftered unto ue, Philem. ver. 13. As I was conſidering the 


force of this argument, a certain ſour-looking gloomy mortal 
came in my way ; and deſired, I would introduce him to The- 
ron and Aſpaſio, as an evidence for fixing the fignification of 
the prepoſition vrip, when relative to the death of CHRIST. 
AI muſt confeſs I did not like cither his character or his aſpect; 
and cannot certainly tell, whether any perſon has made uſe of 
him, on this occaſion. But St John ſtood by, and ſaid, In- 
* troduce him. He propheſies in this inſtance.” —Perhaps 
the. reader is at a loſs to gueſs whom I mean. To keep him no 
longer in ſuſpenſe, I mean Caiaphas the high prieſt-—He bears 
the following teſtimony ; IT 18 EXPEDIENT FOR Us, THAT 

ONE 
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preſſion as determinate and emphatical for the purpoſe, 
as words can poſſibly be. mY | 
Shall I argue from a more obvious topic, which has 
no ſuch dependence on the preciſe ſignificancy of the 
original ?—Surely, fays the prophet ; he ſpeaks with 
vehemence, as of an affair which is very werghty ; he 
ſpeaks with confidence, as of a fact which is very cer- 
tain: he hath borne our griefs, and carried our forrows K. 
What can this mean, but he hath taken upon himſelf 
that affliction, and thoſe miſeries, which properly be- 
longed to us: Let us read on, and this meaning will 
preſent itfelf in the deareſt view. Me did efteem him 
ſtricken, ſmitten of GOD, and affiifted : we took him 
for à real malefactor, and thought that he was puniſh- 
ed for hi own miſconduct. In oppoſition to which in- 
jurious and falſe ſurmiſe, it is added; But he was 
wounded for our tranſoreſſuns, he was bruiſed for our ini- 
guitier.— May I not here borrow the prophet's lan; 
guage, and fay with an air of certainty? Surely this 
is the plaineſt proof in the world, that our fins were 
the meritorious cauſe of CHRIS T's ſufferings. And 
if our fins were the meritorious cauſe of his ſufferings, 
on muſt be charged upon him, and puniſhed in 


ONE MAN DiE FOR THE PEOPLE; AND THAT THE WHOLE 
NATION PERISH NOT.—Now, as to periſh ſignifies; not only 
to die, but to die miſerably; if one man dies for the people, 
that the people may not die miſerably, he ſaves them from death, 
by dying himſelf; and whar is this,. but to die in their flead ? 
dee John xi. 50. | 

To this teſtimony from the mouth of an enemy, let me add 
an atteſtation under the hand of our friends, and then leave 
the impartial reader to determine, concerning the validity of all; 


Thus writes Clemens Romanus ; To min av ee vny ner Inver 


Met e Kefer ner, ; 729 e e Tac het nan, $ r 10700 vg Tos d 
wa. Epiſt, 1. ad Corinth Exactly to the ſame purpoſe Juſtin 
the Martyr expreſſes himſelf ; Alec rov ibn un aride Algen urig naw, 
Tov ales vn ae, T9 ee p TW , Try e urig rer amn, TH. 
br unf 707 de · Epiſt. ad Diogn. | 22 
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St Paul affirms, that CHRIST has delivered us from 
the curſe of the law *. How ? By taking our place, 
and enduring what we deſerved ; or, as > the apoſtle 
himſelf , to the fame effect, but in a much 
more emphatical manner, by bein made a curſe for us. 
Does not this cridnty denote h a commutation 
of perſons, and a tranſlation of punithment ?* He * 
fered, who was innocent; not wa who are 
He alſo ſuffered that very ſentence, which the law de- 
nounced on us. For it is written, Curſed is every one 
that continueth not in all things +: to this we were ob- 
noxious. It is pry again, Curſed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree; CHRIST ſubmitted. 
And if CHRIST cndured that very curſe, which we 
deſerved ; if, by this means, he delivered us from all 
maledition; either this muſt be ſuffering in our ſtead ||, 
or elſe nothing can be called by that name. 


* Gal mn. 13. + Deut. w 26. t Gal. ii. 13. 
* This (ſays Dr South, in his ſmart manner) is lake fo 

& Gain and loud by the univerſal voice of the whole book of 

* G OD, that ſcripture muſt be;crucified as well as CHRIST, 

* I ive any other tolerable ſenſe of the expreſſions.” — And 

criprure only, but the common import of language. 

What ſays Mezentius, when his ſon, interpoſing in his behalf, 

is lain by Anras? 

Pro me hoftili paterer fuccedere dextra _ | 
@vem genui ? tuane hac, geniters por vulneru fervor ? 
Morte tuã viven- | 

Here, the father is ſaved by his ſon's wounds ; lives by his 

ſon's death. How, and in what manner? fr ſubſtitution of 


one inſtead of the other; by the ſon's ſuffering, what muſt 
otherwiſe have fallen upon the father.—Should the Secinian 
interpreters try the ſame experiment on theſe lines of Virgil, 
which they us upon paſſages of a parallel ſignification in 
ſcripture ; is there a critic in the whole — that could ap · 
prove, that could endure, ſuch flagrant violations of mar, 
ſenſe, and taſte ?—Yet I believe, there is no lincere iſtian, 
but would readily and gratefully ſay ; 

— Pro me ultrict ſuccedere dextre 

Dignafli. Tua, CHRIS T8 DEUS, per vulneraſervor + 

Morte tui vivens. Shall 
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Shall I deſcend lower ſtill, and refer our point to 
the determination of illiterate men ?—Aſk any of your 
ierious tenants, what ideas ariſe in their minds, upon 
the peruſal of the aforementioned texts ?—I dare ven- 
ture to foretel, that, artleſs and unimproved as their 
underſtandings are, they will not hefitate for an an- 
wer. They will neither complain of obſcurity, nor 
aſk the I of glearning ; but will immediately diſ- 
cern in e a gracious REDEEMER 
ſuffering in their 7s jig and, by his bitter, but expia- 
tory paſſion, procuring the pardon of their ſins. —Nay 
farther, as they are not accuſtomed to the fineſſes of 
_ criticiſm, I apprehend they will be at a loſs to con- 

ceive, how it is poſſible to underſtand ſuch paſſages in 

any other ſenſe. tl. CELTS | 
Say not, this is an improper appeal; or theſe are in- 
competent j The ſcriptures were written for 
their edification ; not to exerciſe the ingenuity of ſub- 
tile diſputants, but to inſtruct the meane/ of mankind 
in the way of ſalvation. Therefore, on fundamental 
articles, we may 'affuredly conclude, the expreſſion 
will be eaſy, and the doctrine perſpicuous : ' ſo that he 
who runs may read, and the wayfarin men, though fools *, 
Hall not err therein.—And, though I am far from un- 
dervaluing the aids of literature, yet, upon thoſe mo- 


mentous ſubjects, which are in y connected 
with our eternal felicity, I cannot but the com- 
mon ſenſe of plain, honeſt, humble Chriſtians, as the 


beſt of critics. © pk | 

It has been ſaid by a learned critic, That vi- 

carious puniſhment or ſuffering, gives us too low ideas 

of the SON of GOD, as it finks them to the pain and 

ſuffering of a malefactor, the very meaneſt idea we 
can have of them. Nx, 

. xxxv. 8. The word fools, ſeems to denote perſons of 


ing, and dull apprehenſion ; as Luke xxiv. 25. 


flow 

Or elſe it fignifies thoſe, who, for want of a cultivated educa- 
tion and the improvements of literature, are accounted fools 
by the ſons of ſcience ;- as 1 Cor. i. 27. 40 
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Aſp. The idea is plainly ſuggeſted by the word of 
* and ſupported 2 of ſacred 
iſtory. In that it was foretold, and in this it is re- 
corded, that he was numbered with tranſgreſſors *. To 
this purpoſe ſpeaks St Paul, though ſomewhat more 
cautiouſly than your critic. He was made, not in- 
deed ſinful fleſh, but in the /ikene/s of ſinful fleſh ; 
and, though perfectly innocent, was left to endure 
the vengeance due to the vileſt miſcreants. _ _ 
Yes, my dear Theren; that glorious PERSON, 
whom the higheſt angel adores, © ſuffered, as if he 
had been the criminal, the pain and puniſhment, 
& which we, or equivalent to that which we, the real 


 & criminabs, ſhould have ſuffered.” If to conſider this, 


gives us a ew idea; if to ſuffer this, was a deep abaſe- 
ment; howexceedingly high, and how immenſely grand, 
is the goodneſs and the grace manifeſted therein! The 
lower you draw the arrow on the ſtring, the loftier flight 
it makes in the ſky. And the greater our LO R D's hu- 
miliation for us, the more wonderful and adorable his 
love to us. 

Ther. As there cannot be a vicarious guilt, or as no 
one can be guilty in the ſtead of another; ſo there can- 
not be a vicarious puniſhment, or no one can be pu- 
niſhed inſtead of another: becauſe puniſhment, in its 
very nature, connotes guilt in the perſon who bears it. 

Aſp. If you mean by guilt, the conſciouſneſs of ha- 
ving committed a ſin, and the internal defilement con- 
ſequent upon it, we never ſuppoſe ſuch a vicarious 
guilt. It is not ſo much as intimated, that CHRIST 
was ſtung with the remorſe, or ſtained with the pol 

of the adulterous David, the perfidious Peter, 
and the perſecuting Saul; but that he was treated by 
the righteous G O D, as if he had perpetrated theſe, 
and all the crimes of all believers, either in the paſt or 


ſucceeding ages. 


| * If. Iii. 12. Luke xxil. 37. 
Vol.. Il. No 7. 54 | If 
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If by guilt you mean, the charge of a criminal action, 
and the obligation to ſuffer penalty, your aſſertion is 
nothing more than begging the queſtion. It nakedly 
aſtirms the very thing in debate. And bare affirma- 
tions, unſupported by evidence, are feldom admitted 
as deciſive proofs.—We, on the other hand, are in- 
clined to-beheve, that all our criminal actions were char- 
ged upon CHRIST, and that he fuffered the puniſh- 
ment which they deſerved. The former of theſe is 
not ſo properly called vicarious guilt, as real guilt. 
contracted by one, imputed to another. The latter 
we readily allow to be vicarious puniſhment, ſuſtained 
in their , whoſe guilt was 1mputed.—For both 
theſe points we have the authority of truth itſelf, ſpeak- 
ing in the ſcriptures. The LORD laid on him the ini- 
quities of us all; here is the imputation. CHRIST 
has redeemed us from the curſe'of the law, being made a 
curſe for us ; here is the vicarious puniſhment. And 
you know, to what caſuſts we ſubmit the interpreta- 
tion of theſe texts ;—common ſenſe, and an honeſt 
heart. A OD 
Wer. Is not this ſhocking to ſuppoſe * horrid to af- 
firm? If guilt was really imputed to CHRIST, then 
puniſhment was his due.—Juſtice might inſiſt upon it, 
—and-he could not eſcape it. 

Aſp. To ſuppoſe this, is fo far from ſhocking my 
apprehenſion, that it appears, even on your own prin- 
ciples, right and neceflary.— Right, becauſe punitſh- 


ment, as you yourſelf have declared, always connotes 


guilt; 1 would add, either contracted, or at leaſt im- 
puted. And indeed the ſufferings of CHRIST 
could not be of a penal nature, unleſs he endured them 


as under a charge of guilt.—lt is neceſſary to ſuppoſe 


this, otherwiſe how will you vindicate the juſtice of 


60D? He bid his ſword awake, and ſmite * the bleſ- 


fed FESUS. But ſhall the JUDGE of all the 


earth do wrong ? Shall he ſmite, where thereis nothing 


Zech. Xii. 7. NA 
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but innocence? no guilt, either perſonal or imputed? 
That be far from him! The thought be far from us! 

Whereas, upon this ſuppolition, it becomes a juſt 
and righteous thing, that G O D ſhould inflict, and 
that CHRIS ſhould ſuſtain, the moſt rigorous pu- 
niſhment. And I do not know, but this might be the 
cauſe of our LORD's ſilence, when he was accuſed at 
Pilate's bar, and at Herod's judgment-ſeat. It is pro- 
bable, he conſidered himſelt as e before a high- 
er tribunal; and reſponſible to eternal Juſtice, for the 
criminal actions of all his people. In this ſituation, 
and in this capacity, clear himſelf of per/ona/ demerit 
he could; clear himſelf of inputed guilt he could not. 
Therefore he was dumb; he opened not his mouth. 
For though, as the S ON of the mot high G OD, 
glory an immortality were his Kang 1h! rhe right ; yet, 
as the SURETY for Znful men, tribulation and death 
weld Ins condign portion. 

ſhould this be thought ſhocking? It is 
not the che kal derogation to the tranſcendent excellency 
of CHRIST. It It. caſts not the leaſt ſtain on the un- 
ſpotted ſanctity, either of his nature, or his-life.—To 
bear fin, as a voluntary ſurety, is infinitely different, 
from committing it, as an actual tranſgreſſor. Lo ſay 
that CHRIST was puniſhed for any wregularity o of 
his own, would be falſe, impious, and horrid. To 
ay, that he was charged with aur guilt, and endured 
the puniſhment due, —in the plain and full ſenſe of tho 
vory due, to Fr lins, is fo 2 from being injurious 
to his dignity, that it e proper honour, to his 
been 2 g. hs m. the honour of — 
heſt obedience to 15 FAT HE K's. will, — the 
humiliation of his own illuſtrious perſon, —and 

he moſt boundlels benevolence to mankind. 


Ther. 'GOD is love, Aſpaſo, all love. Whereas yen 
Ap. not often interrupt A friend's een, _ 


tt — — _ 


—_— „ — - —— 928 1 MR — 


— 


———— — 


LORD. My name is legion, ( a word fignifying a great mult 


132 THERON ANDY ASPASIO. 


I cannot forbear interpoſing a query, on this occaſion. 
—ls there, then, no ju e we in the DEITY ? 


What meaneth that ſolemn denunciation of the ſu- 


preme LAWGIVER? The anger of the LORD 
ſhall ſmoke againſt that man *.— What meaneth that aw- 
ful declaration of the apoſtle ? The wrath of GOD ir re- 
vealed from heaven, upon all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſ- 
' neſs of men +.—Or in what ſenſe are we to explain 
that alarming interrogatory of the prophet ? Who can 
ſtand before his indignation? and who can abide in the 
| Feerceneſs of his anger |? — Whence could thoſe aven- 
ging viſitations proceed, which d ed Sodom and Go- 
morrah with a tempeſt of fire 5 which ſwept away 
ſo many thouſands of the polluted Maelites with a 
Taging peſtilence ? and conſigned over ſo many mil 
lions — of rebellious angels to chains of darkneſs ? 
Surely, Theron, if there be any determinate ſignih- 
cation in language; if any leſſon to be learned 
the. moſt tremendous judgments; it is, that the 
L ORD, though free all the diſcompoſure ot 
paſſion, is nevertheleſs angry with the wicked ++ ; and 
will make impenitent offenders feel the effects of his 
wile and holy indignation. 


Deut. xxix. 20. + Rom. i. 18. f Nah. i. 6. 
{| Gen. xix. 24. + Numb. xxv. 9. 
= Millions, «The number of the fallen angels is no where 
ſpzcified; and the veil fits deep upon the ſpiritual world; ſo 
that we can ſee no farther than revelation has diſcevered. Yet, 
I think, there is ſufficient room to ground a conjeFure upon the 
reply which one of thoſe execrable apoſtates made to our 


tude, five or ſix thouſand) ; for we are many. If o many were 
employed in tempting and tormenting a ſingle perſon, what ar 
mies, what myriads of thoſc inviſible enemies, muſt exiſt throug 
univerſal nature —It is an alarming thought; ſhould mak! 
us fly to our divine PROTECTOR, and almighty DE 
LIVERER. See Mark v. g. and 2 Pet. ii. 4. 
++ Pal. vii. 11. Deut. ix. 8. 
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Ther. Does not your doctrine repreſent the all-mer- 
ciful GOD as a rigoros being? who, when once dif- 
plates, will hardly be pacified? Whereas, the LORD 

imſelf declares by his prophet, Fury is not in we, —Men 
of ſatirical wit would be apt to inſinuate, that you 
had miſtaken JEHOVAH for Mo loch, and was 
erecting a Chriſtian church in the valley of the ſon of 
Hinnom. | One 
Ap. We take our repreſentations of G O D, not 
from the vain conjectures of men, but from the re- 
cords of infallible trath. There he is deſcribed as a 
righteous GOD ; a jealous * GOD; and, to ingorrigt 
ble ſinners, a Ton uning fire +; though wonde 7 
condeſcending, yet tranſcendently majeſtic; inſomuc 
that none of the fallen race are permitted to approach 
his throne, but only through the intervention of a 
great MEDIATOR tf; and without ſhedding of 
blood, even the blood of a PERS ON higher than 
the heavens, there is no remiſſion || of any . 

When the LORD fays, Fury is not in me |, the 
words have a peculiar reference to his church; which, 
in a preceding verſe, he had ſtyled, a vineyard of red 
wine. The, connection ſeems to denote, that his fierce 
anger was turned away from his people, on account of 
the ſatisfaction made by their 8 A V I O U R.—Though 
his own people are the objects, not of his indignation, 
but of his love, let no ungodly wretches audaciouſly 

; preſume.. It is not ſo with them. They are the briers 
Le, and thorns + mentioned in the next clauſe; cumberers 
on de of the ground, unprofitable and noxious, Them he 
warns z them he challenges; Who will ſet them in bat- 


* Exod. xx. 5, | + Heb. xii. 29. f John xiv. 6. 
| Heb. ix. 22. Heb. vii. 26. 4 If, xxvii. 4. 

+ 'Phere is a fine contraſt between the vineyardand the thorns; 
at the ſame time a regular continuation of the metaphor. Ay 
nothing is more common, than to ſee the latter ſhooting up a- 
midſt the former ; ſo nothing is more common, than to have 
Th bypocrites intermingle themſelves with believers, 
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tle againſt ne Let them come on; they ſhall find it a 
thing to fall into the hands of the living GOD, 
—Nay ; he will not ſtay for their approach: / wr/l 
march againſt them, is his threatening ; I will paſs 
through them ; I will burn them lagether.— This will cer- 
tainly be the caſe, if not in the preſent, yet in a fu- 
ture world. When once the maſter of the houſe is 
riſen up, and has thut to the door, mercy is gone for 
ever. Then nothing muſt be expected, nothing will 
then be experienced, but vengeance and fiery indignal ion, 
to devour the adverſaries of the goſpel. G OD will then 
execute judgments in anger, and in fury, and in fur us re- 
bukes &; with ſuch awful ſeverity and immenſe glory, 
as will cauſe heaven to adore, and hell to tremble. 
Yet in all this there is not the leaſt tincture of that 
outrageous temper, which in man we properly call fury. 
In man fury implies an immoderate degree of reſent- 
ment, which will hearken to no reaſoning, and accede 
to no terms. The goſpel-account proves, even to a 
demonſtration, that this has no place in the divine na- 
ture. So far from it, that GOD, though highly 
provoked, has providedan atonement,—has made over- 
tures of reconciliation to his diſobedient creatures,— 
has even beſought + a guilty world, to accept of for- 


* Ezck. v. 15. 

+ 2 Cor. v. 20. It was an inftance of ſingular compaſſion 
in the bleſſed GOD, that, though offended with J fricnds, 
he admitted of a ſacrifice, and directed them to an interceſſor; 
both typical of CHRIST JESUS. But what wnparalelied 
condeſcenſion, and divinely-tender mercies, are diſplayed in 
this verſe! As though GOD did beſeech yeu by us; we pray 
you in CHRIST" flead, be ye reconciled to CO D.—Did the 
judge ever beſeech a condemned criminal, to accept of pardon ? 
Does the creditor beſeech a ruined debtor, to receive an ac- 


quittance in full? Yet our a/mighty LORD, and our eternal 


]J UD GE, not only vouchſafes to offer theſe bleſſings, but in- 
vites us,—entreats us,—with the moſt tender and repeated im - 
portunity ſolicits us,—not to reject them ! Ir 


givencſs. 
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giveneſs. This is the purport of that gracious invita- 
tion, which follows in the prophet : Let him, let the 
wicked man, forſake his way, and tate hold. of my 
ſtrength : let him fly tomy crucified 8 ON, who is the 
power of G OD for the ſalvation of finners; cleaving 
to his merits by faith, as ſome poor delinquent to the 
horns of the altar *. Thus he ſhall make peace; all his 
iniquities ſhall be forgiven, and all my diipleafure ſhall 
be pacihed.— So that the 1 of our ey 
gentlemen are as egregiouſly miſtaken, as are 
{hockingly worded. n 55 
You are a man of ſenſe, Theron ; and eſteem that 
character, far above the idle reputation of a wit. As 
ſuch, let me aſk you ſeriouſly, Is it not for the ho- 
nour of the . MA] 8 K Y, to exerciſe juſtice, 


28 well as mercy? Always to pardon, and never FP 


puniſh, would be temene/5, rather than benignity ; 

renunciation of holineſs, rather than a diſplay of — 
neſs. — Or can it be right in us, ſo extravagantly to 
magnify the amiabie, as to depretiate, nay even anni- 
hilate, the awful attributes of the DEITY ?— This, 


lays a poet, is the theology, not of Sinn, but or 


infidels ; 


Whe ſet at odds heaven's j jorring attributes; | 
And with one excellence another wound; 
Maim heaven's perfection, break ita equal beams, 
Bid mercy triumph — O D hinyelf,. 
Undeified by their opprobrt 38 | 
4635 1 24 80 unjeft f. 
Ther. But we have lately been told, that the pardon- 
ing grace of the LAW GIVE R is not obſtructed by 
any demands of law and juſtice. For he can ſet them 


aſide. 


bb ths t dds bs eieh fm cher original VV! 22 


the idea is as charming, — 22 4 reg . 


I Kings i 1. 50. | 
+ Night: "Thoughts No IV. 
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Aſp. What ! Set afide a law, which is holy, righ- 
teous, and good Set aſide a juſtice, which is eternal, 
inflexible, and infinite ! —St Paul gives a very different 
ſolution of this difficulty. He tells us,—not that 
G OD Fe aſide his law and his juſtice; —but that he ſet 
forth the bleſſed FESU'S for a 8 through 
faith in his blood ; with this expreſs deſign, that he might 
declare his righteouſneſs * ; might demonſtrate, not on- 
Iy his clemency, but his juſtice ; even that vindictive 
Juſtice, whoſe eſſential character and principal office is, 
to puniſh ſin. | 
This ſeems to be the import of the word righteou/- 
neſs, in the ent connection, and, I think, more 
than ſeems, if we conſult the followin verſe: To de- 
clare, I ſay, at this time his righteouſneſs ; that he _ 
be juſt , evidence himſelf to be ſtrictly and inviolably 
righteous, in the adminiſtration of his government ; 
even while he is the all-forgiving, gracious FU ST 
FT E R ꝙ the ſinner that believethin JESU 8,—Ac- 
cording to this plan, mercy and truth meet together ; 
ri See and peace hifs each other : all the attri- 
butes onize ; every attribute is glorified ; and 
not one ſuperſeded, no, nor ſo much as clouded. 

Ther. If ſome are verging to one extreme, are not 

ou — by the other? Our ears tingle, and our 

ood runs chill, at the very thoughts of ſo ſevere a 
vengeance, executed on an object ſo worthy and illu- 
ſtrious.— Beſides, how can we ſuppoſe, that the bene- 
ficent CREATORand PRESERVER of men, 
ſhould tate pleaſure in the ſufferings of the moſt un- 
blameable perſon that ever exiſted? eſpecially, fince 


| Rom. iii. 25. 

+ Rom, iii. 26. The attribute of juſtice muff be preſerved 
inviolate. And inviolate it is preſerved, if there was a real in- 
fliction of puniſhment on our SAVIOUR. Nothing elſe 
can 2 clear up this great evangelical paradox,—JUST, 
vET JUSTIFIER or THE UNGoDLY! 

t Pal, Izxxv. 10. 


he 


ST, 
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he himſelf has made this tender declaration, I will 

have mercy, and not ſacrifice *, 
Aſp. A tender declaration indeed it is; ſignifying, that 

G OD is better pleaſed with the duties off humanity 


and charity, than with the moſt coſtly and pompous 


train of ſacrifices ; nay, that he will even diſpenſe with 
the obſervance of his own ceremonial inſtitutions, 
when they interfere with our exerciſe of beneficence 
one to another : thus reſigning (fo admirable is his good- 
neſs!) the ſervices due to himſelf, for the benefit and 
comfort of his creatures. — But all this has no ſort of 
relation to the facrifice of CHRIST; which was the 
moſt noble, and the moſt acceptable oblation, ever 
made to the KING of heaven. 

We are aſſured by a prophet, that it pleaſed the 
LORD to bruiſe his holy child FESUS. GOD 
not only gave up his SON to ſufferings, but gave 
him up with a divine complacency . — In like man- 
ner, the bleſſed FESUS ad himſelf to the 
dreadful taſk, not only without reluctance, but with 


the utmoſt alacrity . I delight to do thy will, was the 
a language 
Matth. ix. 13. 


+ Divine complacency.— This is the idea included in the ori- 
ginal word , If. liii. 10. Which is but poorly and faintly 
repreſented by the Bui: of the Septuagint. It correſponds with 
the vigorous. phraſe, uſed by the voice from heaven, , 


Match. iii. 17. Or it may be very exactly tranſlated by St Paul's 


beautiful expreſſion, wapwure,, Heb. xiii. 16,—In conformity to 
this ſentiment, the great JEHOVAH is faid to ſmell a ſweet 
ſavour, or a /avour of reſt Nn IM in thoſe ſacrifices, which 

prefigured the crucified FESUS, Gen. viii. 2x, r 
t Utmoſt alacrity.— There is no inconſiſtency between this 
aſſertion, and our LORD's ſupplication; FATHER, if it 
be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me ; nevertheleſs, not my will, 
but thine be done. Such a deprecatory requeſt, put up with ſo 
much earneſtneſs, yet with ſo much ſubmiffion, only ſhews 
the extreme ſeverity of our REDEE MER'*s anguiſh; and 
the / rodi ious weight of his woes, And this indeed it ſhews 
beyond the power of deſcription,—His ardent love to = 

| kin 
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language of his ſoul. —Should you aſk, How could; 
the 8 ON take pleaſure in undergoing, or the F A- 
THER in inflicting, ſuch amazing ſorrows? No 
otherwiſe, than upon account of thoſe grand and ever- 
laſting advantages which were to reſult from them. 
A ſevere vengeance,” you ſay, * ſuch as makes 
< our ears to tingle. — This is the very thing intend- 
ed, to awaten and alarm preſumptuous offenders; that 
they © may hear, and fear, and do no more wicked- 
ly.“ It is ſuch a method of diſpenſing grace, as is cal- 
culated to ſtrike the deepeſt terror, even while it che- 
riſhes the brighteſt hope ;—ſtrike the deepeſt terror on 
every perſevering inner, —whileit cheriſhes the brighteſt 
hope in every penitent tranſgreſſor. 

Ther. If one of my ſervants had affronted or injured 
me; I ſhould, upon his ſubmiſſive acknowledgment, 
forgive his fault, and not inſiſt upon ſatisfaction for the 
wrong. Will you make the FATH ER of compal- 
ſions more inexorable in his nature, more rigid in his de- 
mands, than a human MASTER? "WY 

A. When you have a ſervant, that owes his being 
to your power; that has received inunmerable benefits 
from your bounty ; yet has offered you innumerable at- 
fronts, all attended with the moſt aggravating circum- 
ſtances, and all in defiance of the moſt righteous threat - 
enings ;——when you are poſſeſſed of infinite majeſty, 
and unblemiſhed ſanctity ; when truth inviolable, and 
juſtice inflexible, are eſſential to your character then, 
eron, the parallel will hold ; and your conduct 
ſhall be z pattern for the procedure of JEH OVAH. 
Till then, you and I muſt be willing to forgive, be- 


kind, and his fervent zeal for his FAT HER Ss glory, prompted 
him to defire theſe ſufferings. - His invincible reſolution and 
unequalled magnanimity, emboldened him not to decline, but 
to meet them. Tet they were ſo great, fo terrible, that his 
nature, being human, could not but recoil a little, and be fart- 
led at their approach; and, had it not been divine alſo, mult 
uin cauſe 


"4 
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cauſe G O D has made it our bounden duty; and be- 
cauſe we have incomparably mere to be forgiven by the 
JUDGE of the world, than we can poſſibly remit 
to our fellow - creatures. In the mean time, you will 
allow the great G O D, who is glorious in holimeſs, to 
communicate his heavenly favours in a manner beco- 
ming himſelf ; on ſuch auguſt and honourable. terms, as 
ſhall maintain the rights of his univerſal government, 
and manifeſt the . of his adorable attributes. 

Ther. Might not G OD have cancelled our tranſ- 
greſſions, and reccived fallen men into his favour, with- 
out any propitiation ?—To deny this, would be to li- 
mat the HO LY ONE of /U/rae/; and impoſe condi- 
tions on that uncontrollable Sovereign, 0 grveth no 
account of any of his matters | 

Aſp. We need not embarraſs ourſelves, by entering 
upon inquiries, which may ſeem to lie beyond the li- 
mits of human underſtanding. Enough for us to 
know, that this propitation was 2 neceſſary with 
regard to the covenant. For as G OD ſo- 
lemnly declared, In the day thou eateſ? thereof, dying t bon 
halt die; has truth and juſtice ſtood engaged to execute 
the threatening. And no ſecond Adam could reſtore 
the firſt, but by taking this curſe upon himſelf. 

Die man, or juſtice muſt ; unleſs for him 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

"The rigid ſatisfaction, death pA death &. 

Therefore the divine ESU, who lay in the boſom 
of the FATHER, and knew the counſels of heaven, 
ſays, The Som of man muſt be lifted up f on the croſs. 

- There 

* MiLTON, Book III. 210. _ 

+ John in, 14. a , &c, The fame expreffion is uſed, 

Luke xxiv. 26.— Perfectly conformable to this leading truth, is 

che current W l of the law and of the goſpel. Un- 
der the lau, GOD himſelf fays, I have fworn, that the ini- 
qrity of the houſe of Eli ſhall not be purged MDA) N12 with 
Haug htered-of ering, or with — for ever ; that * — 
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There was a neceſſity for his crucifixion : Becauſe thi 3 
was ſtipulated in the covenant of peace, made between 
the FATHER and the SON Pay 88 ex- 
preſsly foretold by the ancient prophets, (and the ſcri p- 
ture . be Ces that the MESSIAH Should 
be cut off out of the land of the living :—Becauſe a va- 
riety of types, and a multitude of ſacrifices, prefigured 
his death : one of the types pointed out the very man- 
ner of his ſuffering ; and all the ſacrifices, detached 
from their dependency on this great oblation, would 
have been beggarly clements,—mere unavailing empty 
ceremonies, 
I apprehend, it is no limitation of the great GO, 
to ſuppoſe him incapable of acting otherwiſe, than in 
ed and al conliſtency with himſelf, —Neither 
is it any infringement on his abſolute ſovereignty, that 
he cannot but order all affairs for the honour of his juſtice, 
| his fidelity, and each of his exalted perfections.— This 
3s the very thing which the ſacred writers expreſs in 
their plain but ſtrong language, G O D whe cannot lie : 
He cannot deny himſelf f. 
Ther. GOD is often ſaid to forgive our fins ; par- 
ticularly, in that ſublime paſſage, where he proclaims 
his name to Moſes : The LORD, the LORD GOD, 
merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, abundant in goodneſs 
and truth; keeping mercy for thouſands, furgiving iniquity, 
tranſgreſſion, and ſin. Now, pardon is a free thing. Free- 
neſs is implied in the very nature of forgiveneſs. Take 


kind of oblation ſhall be accepted; the guilt ſhall never be ex- 
piated. 1 Sam. iii. 14. Under the goſpel, the apoſtle declares, ' 
ue fin wilfully, by a final apoſtaſy from CHRIST, there 
remaineth no more ſacrifice for fins ; they are, to ſuch perſons, 
and in ſuch circumſtances, abſolutely irremiſſible, Heb. x. 26. 
Which phraſes are evidently connected with, and founded 
on, this grand doctrine, That the appointed, the only way of 
obtaining pardon from the righteous GOD, is by the interven- 
tion of an expiatory ſacrifice, On | 
r + 2 Tim. il. 13. 
| away 
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away the former, and you deſtroy the latter.—If an 
equivalent be given, pardon is no longer pardon, but 
a purchaſe. Forgiveneſs ceaſes to be an act of grace, 
and becomes the payment of a debt. F549 [4 

Aſp. The text you quote 1s truly ſublime, and equal- 
ly comfortable. But you forget to mention one ar- 
ticle of very great moment, which cloſes and completes 
the glorious character; which ſeems added on purpoſe, 
to prevent any wrong o_—_ ns of the DEITY, 
and to guard againſt all abuſe of the doctrine: He wil! 
in no wiſe clear the guilty *. O D will not, on any 
conſiderationwhatever, abſolve the obſtinate, perſevering, 
irreclaimable offender : neither will he acquit any of 
the guilty race, ab/olutely, unconditionally, or without 
ſuch a ſatisfaction as may repair the honour of his in- 
jured law. -— 

We have redemption through his blood, ſays the apoſtle, 
even the forgiveneſs of our fins f. It is forgiveneſs, you 
ſee, though bought with a price. It is remiſſion, 
though procured by blood.—It is free, with regard to 


e will in no wiſe clear the guilty, Exod; xxxiv. 7. This 
text is not without its difficulty, eſpecially in the original — 
Steuchus interprets the words, Et innocens non erit fine piaculo: 
He ſhall not be acquitted without a piacular ſacrifice.I think, 
my may be tranſlated, with a little more propriety and exact- 
neſs, thus; Pardoning iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin, d N 
n though not with impunity ; or rather, though he will by 
ns means let it go unpuniſbed, meaning in; which is the im- 
mediate antecedent ; is expreſſed in the three preceding words; 
and may very properly be referred to in this clauſe, Then the 
ſenſe will be as follows; Though GOD pardons fin, yet it 


— 


„ ſhall not go unpuniſhed. He will certainly inflict his righ- 


« teous vengeance, and exerciſe his punitive juſtice, thou 

not on the ſinner, whom he ſpares; yet on the SURETY, 
« whom he has provided.” -In the fame manner Corceius ren- 
ders the paſſage, et non exercens impunitatim ; and expounds 


it much to the ſame purpoſe. We have this very word in the 


ſame remarkable conſtruction. Fer. xxx. 11. ² ß RY MPN 

which is tranſlated, and with ſufficient fidelity, I will not leave 
the altogether unpuniſbed. + Eph. i. 7. A 

. ; ac 
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that ſovereign BEING, who N For he was 

under no obligation to admit of a propitiato ſacri- 

fice; but might, without any diminution of his dig- 
nity, have left all mankind to periſh in their ſins.—It 
is free, with regard to the obnexipus creatures, who 
are pardoned. For it is vouchſafed, without any ſa- 
tis faction demanded at therr hands, or any penalty in- 
th&ted on their perſons.— It is in this reſpect alſo free, 
that an intereſt in the great atonement is granted to 
us, without the leaſt merit, or any deſerving qualiſica- 
tions of our own. | 

In all this, GOD is not only merciful, but moſt 
tenderly and-immenſely merciful. And will any one 
calumniate this adorable method of exerciſing mercy? 
becauſe proviſion is alſo made for the glory of GOD's 
truth, GOD's holineſs, and ſupreme authority ? 
Ther. Does not your notion of a propitiatory  ſacri- 

fice, derogate from the goodneſs of the almighty F A- 
THER, and transfer all our obligations to the incar- 
nate SON? 


Aſp. Is there not __— in allowing a ſubſtitute 
to 4 in our ſtead ?—ls there not ſtill greater good- 


neſs, in providing a ſubſtitute for us, without any ſoli- 
citation on our part ?-—lIs there not the very higheſt 


exertion al amor in appointing a dear, an only, 

an zncompar { Cain wag S ON for the purpoſe ?—This 
maryellous ſcheme, far, very far from obſcuring, moſt 
illuſtriouſly diſplays the ſuperabundant loving-kind- 
neſs of the FATHER. 


G OD / loved the world, apoſtate and polluted as it 


was—Hrmw did he love it? To a degree unutterable 
by any tongue ; inconceivable by 
and only to be expreſſed by the infinitely-precious ef- 
fects. Loved it ſo, that he gave his only begotten & O N, 
that whoſoever believeth on him ſhould not periſh, but have 
' everlaſting life x. And does this deroga 
goodneſs of the almighty FATHER, to give, not 


any imagination; 


te from the 


John iii. 16. 


barely 
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barely pardon and life, but give them through the 
hands, nay, through the wounds, the agomes, the death 
of his divineſt, deareſt SON? tn 

Such privileges, vouchſafed on any terms, muſt 
challenge the devouteſt acknowledgments, But, when 
attended with this additional demonſtration of favour, 


they are enough to inflame us with gratitude, and 


tranſport us with admiration. They not only manifeſt, 


but commend * the divine love ; ſhew it to the greateſt 
advantage, in the higheſt perfection, with every cir- 
cumſtance of recommendation and endearment.— By 
this means, bleſſed G OD, thou haſt unſſ en- 
hanced thy benefits ! thou haſt rendered them, though 
invaluable in themſelves, exceedingly more ſo, by the 
manner of conferring then! | 2 
Ther. Again in your elevations, Apaſio— The world, 
you know, is grown very rational and inguiſitive; will 
admit nothing but upon clear evidence, and full con- 
viction. We expect, in all religious inquiries, not the 
flights of fancy, or the fallies of zeal, but a ſobriety 
of reaſon and ſohdity of argument. 
Aſp. The world, rational as it is, ſeems, by the taſte 
of the preſent age, no enemy to works of fancy. The 


world, therefore, may not be diſpleaſed with an affect- 


ing ſtory. And a ſtory, ſuitable to the occaſion, juſt 
occurs to my mind; ſuch as may ſerve to ſhadow 
forth, though very faintly, the ſurpaſſing benignity 
and grace of our cruciked LO RD. 


An Aſiatic queen, departing this life, left behind | 


her three accompliſhed ſons ; all arrived to years of 

* Rom. v. 8. Lene. It ſeems to be an image taken from 
the practice of tradeſmen ; who, in ſhewing their goods, point 
out their excellencies, and ſet, in the deareſt light, whatever 
may beſpeak their worth, or recommend them to the purchaſer. 


—Perhaps,/ it may allude to the cuſtom of ſending, wich fome 


favourite and worthy perſon, recommendatery letters: in which 
his good qualities are deſcribed, and every thing is mentioned. 
that may embelliſh his character, and render his preſence re- 
ſpectable, In this ſenſe St Paul uſes thoſe nearly- related words, 
rr, evo alot, 2 Cor. iii. 1. 


maturity. 
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maturity. The young ces were at ſtrife, who 
ſhould pay the hig h/ FP to their royal mother's 
memory. To give ſcope for their generous conten- 
tion, they agreed to meet at the place of her inter- 
ment; and there preſent the moſt honourable gift 
they knew how to deviſe, or were able to procure.— 
The eldeſt came, and exhibited a ſumptuous monu- 
ment, con * the richeſt materials, and orna- 
mented witn moſt exquiſite workmanſhip.—The 
ſecond ranſacked all the — of the blooming crea- 
tion; and offered a garland of ſuch admirable colours, 
and deli ghtful odours, as had never been ſeen before. 
— The youngeſt appeared, without any pompous pre- 
paration ; having 'only a cryſtal baſon in one hand, 
and a filver bodkin in the other. As ſoon as he ap- 
proached the tomb, he threw open his breaſt ; pierced a 
ven, that lay oppoſite to his heart; received the blood 
in the tranſparent vaſe ; and, with an air of affectionate 
. reverence, placed it on the beloved parent's monu- 
ment.— The ſpectators, ſtruck with the light, burſt in- 
to a ſhout of general applauſe, and immediately gave 
the preference to os __ is SOM | . 
it was reckoned ſuch a gular expreſſion e, 
to expend a few of thoſe precious drops, for the ho- 
nour of a parent; O 2 matchleſs! how ineffable 
was the love of F ESU'S, in pouring out all his vital 
blood, for the ſalvation of enemies 1 ? 


Ther. greateſt objection is ſtill to come.— If 
CHR 789 ſuffered in our ſtead, he muſt ſuffer that 
very puniſhment which was due to our iniquities. This 
your orthodox divines affirm to be incomparably worſe 
ons. hag death ; to be nothing leſs than the ever- 

5 dipleatur of GOD. 
iſhment due to our iniquities, was 
wth death, — the divine wrath. 

As for Same Was ever ſhame like that ſhame which 
our deſpiſed REDEEMER bore! Though pee 
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of the kings of the earth, yet born in a ſtable, and 
laid in a manger. When an infant, exiled from his 
own country, and a vagabond in a foreign land. — 
When engaged in the diſcharge of his miniſiry, accu- 
ſed of the molt flagitious crimes, and branded with the 
blackeſt names. When brought to his ext, apprehend- 
ed as a thief ; condemned as a malefactor; nay, the 
vileſt of malefactors, a robber and a murderer is pre- 
ferred before him. His executioners poured contempt 
upon all his venerable offices. As a fing, they ridicu- 
led him, by putting a mock-ſceptre into his hand; 
and crowning him with ragged thorns *, inſtead of a 
royal diadem. Tliey viliſied his prophetic character, by 
hood-winking his eyes; ſtriking his bleſſed head; and 
then aſking, in cruel deriſion, Who it was that ſmete 
him f. They caſt reproach upon his prie/tly under- 
taking, when they ſharpened their tongues with mali- 
cious irony, and ſhot out thoſe bitter words; He ſaved 
others, himſelf he cannot ſave }.—To render his infamy 
as public, as it was ſhocking, they hung him on a tree; 
and expoſed him, defiled as he was with ſpitting, and 
dishgured with wounds, to the gazing eyes and con- 
tumelious ſcoffs of numberleſs ſpectators. 

If you doubt, whether CHRIST ſaſtained the 
wrath of G O D, let us follow him to the garden of 
Gethſemane. A ſcene, which I would always recollect, 
when I walk along the fertile vale, or expatiate amidft 
the fmwery garden ||, or enjoy the delights of any rural 

To have crowned the bleſſed FE SUS with rau, would 
have been a vile inſult, and treating him like an ambitious mad- 
man. But to crown him with keen, pungent, lacerating thorns, 
was adding cruelty to their inſults; unheard-of barbarity to 
the moſt contemptuous mockery, Matrh. xxvii 29. pri. 

+ Scornfully inſinuating, that his ſacred prophetic office was 
fit for nothing, but to ſerve ſuch deſpicable purpoſes, Matth. 
xxvi. 68, t Matth. xxvii. 42. 

| Alluding to the evangeliſt's deſcription of Geth/mane, who 
repreſents it as a garden: and to the etymology of the word, 
which ſignifies a fat or fruitful valley, h RY John xvii. 
1, Matth. xxvi. 36. 

Vor. II. NY 7. K retirement, 


N 
— 


LS 3 -- - 
— 
+ po _ 
— 
124 A 

* 2 = 7 

4 - 

nn 


- o = OIY — 
* — — m— 
ws — * * * * 3322 
- — Ls - 
of 8 WT Og , 
— — i. At — * lt. 


x 
i 
1 
| 
5 
ö 
4 


146 THERON any ASPASIO. 


retirement.—He had no remo:fe, to alarm his ſpotleſs 


conſcience ; yet fearfulneſs and trembling came upon 
him. No violence was offered to his facred perſon ; 
yet a horrible dread overwhelmed him.— Twas night, 

cold night ; and though our divine MASTER lay 
proſtrate upon the earth, amidſt the fall of chilling 


dews. he fweat,—fweat 'bleod—ſweat great drops of 


blood, running down in reeking ſtreams to the ground. 
—He was anointed with the dil of gladneſs above his 


fellows * ; yet ſo inſupportable was his affliction, that 


he could not forbear crying out, My foul 7: ne. 
—exceeding forrowful,—forrowful even unto death 4 ! —- 


What cauſe, what adeguate-cauſe, can be aſſigned for 


this amazing anguiſh * None but the wrath of his al- 
mighty FATHER; who was now become an inexo- 
rable JUDGE; treated him no longer as the S O N 
of his love, but as the SURETY tor unnumbered 
millions of guilty creatures. 

Ther. Was it 7 ollble, that the innocent and holy 

ESUS, the dearly-beloved SON of GOD, ſhould 

an object of his FATHER's wrath *? 

Aſp. It was not onl 7 Po poſſible, but unavoidable and 
neceflary. Unavadab 
hneis ; neceſſary, for the procurement of our redemp- 
tion. Sin was charged upon CHRIST; all the fins 
of all believers, in all ages and places of the world. 


And could the infinitehy-r: — G OD bebold fuch a 


ecluge of miquities, tho abominable 1 7 


he hateth), without expreſſing his diſpl Or 


could the bleſſed 7 E SU & be puniſhed, truly my 
ed for them, without any ſenſation of ther 
horrid evil, and of that tremendous indignation which 
they deſerved ? 

If this was not the caſe, who can maintain the dig- 
nity of his conduct, during the agony in the en ? 


Was there no pouring out of the divine diſpleaſure ? - 


Then his behaviour in that hour of trial, did not equal 
* Pal. xlv. 7. + Matth. xxvi. 38. 


with reſpect to the divine ho- 


the 
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the intrepidity of the three Hebrew youths; who con- 
tinued calm, and without the leaſt perturbation while 
the furnace was heated into ſevenfold rage *. But if 
this was the time, in which, no created arm being 
ſtrong enough to give the blow, it yy the LORD 
to bruiſe bim +; it the moſt high G0 D bent his bow 
like an any. and ſtood ci Fa right hand as an ad- 
verſary | ; it is eaſy to account for the prodigions con- 
ſternation of our REDEEMER: It is not to be 
wondered, that his heart, though endued with other- 
wiſe invincible fortitude, ſhould become hke melting 
wax. For who knoweth the power of that wrath, at 
which the pillars of heaven tremble || ? 

Ah! Theron, the vinegar and the gall which they 
gave him to drink, were not half / bitter, as the cup 
of his FATHE R's wrath. Yet, for our ſake, he 
drank it off to the very dregs.—The nails that pierced: 
his hands, and the ſpear that cleft his heart, were not 
half / ſharp, as the frowns of his eternal FATHER's 
countenance ; which, for our conſolation, he patiently 
ſubmitted to bear. —He was rent with wounds, and 
racked with pain; his bones were diflotated, and his 
nerves convulſed ; a thouſand thorny daggers were 
planted in his temples, and life flowed out at ten thou- 
and guſhing veins. Yet this, all this was 3 


lenzent, in compariſon of thoſe inexpreſſi 2 
which penetrated his v 21 The former fetched 
not a ſingle com EA his mouth; the latter 


wrung from his — heart that paſſionate excla- 
mation; My GOD/ my GOD! why baff thou for- 
ſalen me *— Aſtoniſhing words! Surely, a diſtreſt, be- 
yond all imagination grievoas , uttered them. Surely, 
the 
Dan. iii. 16. 17. 18. 

+ IC, liii. 10. t Lam. ii. 4. | Job xxvi. 11. 
To heighten our idea of this diftrefs, the Loos -» make 


uſe of the moſt forcible words—uytara -e, he was ſeized” 
with the mo/t alarming aſtoniſhment—«Þ>wn, he wis over- 


vhelmed with infuppurtadie © nx he was befieged 
2 on 
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the vengeance, not of men, but of heaven itſeif, ex- 
torted them. Every ſyllable of which ſpeaks, what 
the mourning prophet deſcribes, [s it nothing to you, 
all ye that paſs by? Behold and ſee; i there be any 
forrow like unto my ſorrow, wherewith the LO RD hath 
affiifted me, in the day of his fierce anger *: 

Here, now, is aur whole puniſhment endured ; the 
ſhame of the croſs, and the forrows of death ; the 
ſuſpenſion of the ALMIGHT Y's favour, and the 
terrible ſenſations of his wrath. | 

Ther. Be it ſo. Yet all this amounts to no more 

than part of payment. For theſe ſufferings were 
tranſient ; temporary only, not eternal. Therefore the 
main circumſtance, the moſt bitter ingredient, was 
wanting. 

Aſp. In the eſtimate of divine juſtice, and in point 
of penal ſatisfaction, they were equivalent to our end- 
leſs puniſhment ; eſpecially, if we conſider the ſeve- 


rity of the ſufferings, and the dignity of the 8 U F- 


FE RER. . ä 

The ſeverity of the ſufferings.—At the laſt day, all 
thoſe fierce eruptive flames, which have raged in Ætna, 
in Veſuvius, and in every other burning mountain 
throughout the world ;—all thoſe confined fubterra- 


on all ſides, as it were, with an army of invading forrows— 
He wreftted, amidſt ſtrong cries and tears, not only with the 
malice of men, and rage of devils, but with the infinitely more 
dreaded indignatiorr of GOD: he wreſtled even unto an age- 
ny of ſpirit, a. All theſe circumſtances of horror and 
anguiſh, conſtitute what a celebrated poet very juſtly ſtyles, 
A weight of wo more than ten worlds could bear 
+ The critic, probably, will admire the propriety and beauty 
of this line: which, compoſed of nothing but monoſyllables, 
and clogged with the frequent repetition of a cumbrous con- 
ſonant, makes the ſound remarkably appoſite to the ſenſe.— 
May we all be /acred critics! have, not only a refined taſte, to 
reliſh ſuch elegancies of com poſition, but an awakened heart, 
to feel the energy of ſuch important truths! 
1 ä * Lam, i. 12. 
. | nean 


- 
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nean fires, which have ſo ternbly ſhaken the founda- 


tions of Jamaica, Sicihh, and Conſtantinople in a * 
word, the whole element of fire, however employed 
through all the revolutions of time, where-ever dif- 
fuſed through all the regions of the globe, will then 
be collected from all quarters, and burit forth in one 
vaſt, reſiſtleſs, general conflagration. In ſome ſuch 
manner, all that wrath, which was due to the innu- 
merable multitude of finners, redeemed from every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; which, 
if executed on the offending creatures, had been pro- 
longed to eternal ages; all that wrath was contracted 
into one inconceivably-dreadful blaze, and at once 
poured out upon the interpohag SURETY, at once 
flamed forth on our heavenly V1CTIM.—This will 
appear more than probable, if, among other parti- 
culars, we contemplate the unequalled magnanimity 
of our LORD, who is ſtyled the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah *; and compare it with his bloody ſweat 
in the garden, and his exceeding bitter cry on the 
croſs f. 

The dignity of the S UF F ERER.— Had our 8 A- 
VIOUR's ſufferings been the ſufferings of a mere 
man, or of the moſt exalted angel, I acknowledge, 
they could have bore no proportion to our demerit. 
lt were impoſſible for a nite being, to ſuſtain the 
wrath, or diſcharge the debt. But they were the ſuf- 
ferings of the PRIN CE of heaven, and the LORD 
of glory ; before whom all menare as duit, and all angels 
as worms,—Was an infinite MAJESTY offended ? 
An infinite MEDIATOR atoned. Weigh the dig- 
nity, the immenſe dignity of the REDEEMER's 


® Rev. vi. 5. 

+ I think, the language of the Greek liturgy, is the language 
of ſtrict propriety, as well as of fervent devotion, Ar aeg ov 
abel. The ſufferings of our LORD are, in their meaſure 
and weight, to us unknown : abſolutely beyond the reach of 


human imagination, 
| K 3 perſon, 
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perſon, againſt the everlaſting duration of our puniſh- 
ment, and it will not only counterbalance, but Prepon- 
derate. Finite creatures can never make an infinite 
ſatisfaction; no, not through the moſt unlimited re- 
volution of ages. Whereas, when Soo divine LORD 
undertook the work, being trul operly infinite, 
he finiſhed it at once. —So "that bis Cul ſufferings, though 
temporary, have an all-ſufficiency of merit and effica- 

They are, in this reſpect, parallel; nay, on ac- 
count of the infinitude of his nature, they are more 
than parallel to an eternity of our puniſhment. 

Itwas EMMANUEL, it was 32 incarnate GOD 
who purchaſed the church, and redeemed ſinners, with 
his oton blood *. The eſlential grandeur of our SA- 
VIOUR communicated its ennobling influence to every 
tear he ſhed, to every agh he heaved, aer every pang 
he felt. This 1“ ſufferings a perfect, as their 
vicarious nature renders them a . ſatisfaction. 
And though the wood of Lebanon was not ſufficient to 
burn, nor 40 the beaſts thereof ſufficient for a burnt-offer- 
ing +; this ſacrifice fully anſwers the exigence of the 
caſe, —This facrifice ſends up an ever - acceptable odour 
to the ſkies, and diffuſes its fweet perfume through all 
_—_ ; ſuch as appeaſes heaven, and revives the 
world. 

Yes, Theron, you muſt give me leave to repeat the 
delightful truth ; It was _ GOD, even our & A. 
VIOUR FESUS CHRIST, who gave himſelf for 
us f. His facrifice therefore muſt be inconceivably m 
ritorious. O! that finners, the vie of finners, — 
its all- ſufficient they would no longer be hold- 
en in the bonds of 1 * ty, by that deſtructive ſug- 
geſtion of the devil, There is no hope ||. | 


Wer. What valuable end could ſuch vicarious ſuf- 
ferings accompliſh ? Suppoſe G OD abſolutely inexo- 


Acts xx, 28. — 16, + Tit. ii. 13. 14. J Jer. ii. 25: 
rable, 
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rable, and they cannot avai?. Suppoſe him divinely 
merciful, and they are needle/s. 

Aſp. The difficulty you propoſe, I think, has been 
obviated already. So that I have no oc:afton to ſolve 
your dilemma, but only to anfwer x our query. Theſe 
ſufferings, —as a puniſhment, gave ample tatis faction to 
the divine violated law ;—as a ſacrifice, they perfectly 
reconciled us to our offended GOD ;—zs a price, they 
redeemed us from every evil, and purchaicd for us a 
title to all good. | 

This is a ſubject of the moſt diſtinguiſhed impor- 
tance, Let not my Theron imagine, I would abuſe his 
patience, if I dwell a moment longer on the favourite 
topic. —I might enumerate many ends, all magnificent 
and gracious, accompliſhed By this wonderful expedi- 
ent. I content myſelf with ſpecifying a few; but 
thoſe, ſuch as bring the higheſt giory to GOD, — 
adminiſter the moſt ſolid comfort to man, and moſt 
eſfectually promote the intereſts of prety. 

In this we have a manifeſtation of the moſt awful 
juſtice, and at the ſame time a diſplay of unbounded 
goodneſs.— 4roful juſt:ce ; in that the great and terrible 
GOD, though determined to exertite mercy, would ex- 
crciſeit only in ſucha manner, as might vindicate theau- 
thority of his law; might teſtify the purity of his nature; 
and declare the inviolable faithfulnets of his word. Un- 
bounded gocaneſ5 ; in that he with-held not his SON, his 
only 8 ON, but freely gave him up ror us all; gave up 
* the BRIGHTNESS of his glory,” to be co- 
vered with infamy ; gave up © the BELOVED of 
* his ſoul,” to expire in agonies; on purpoſe to obtain 
honour and immortality tor apoſtate men. — The fer- 
ments inflicted on all the damned in hell, are not ſo fear- 
ful a monument of G O D's juſtice, as thoſe dying 
agonies of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. Nor 
could a thouſand worlds, conferred on mankind, have 
been ſuch an a& of ſuperabundant munificence, as 
that gift of his ever-bleſſed 8 ON. 

K 4 Look 
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Look we for power and wiſdom ? - -To uphold the 
humanity of CHRIST, under all the ſtudied cruelties 
of men, under the inſatiate rage of devils, and the 
far more tremendous curſe of the divine law * : to con- 
quer fin, and death, and hell, by a perſon bound with 
fetters, nailed to a tree, and co uofied in weakneſs : to 
expiate, by one offering, the innumerable millions of 
crimes, committed by all his people, from the begin- 
ning to the end of time : was not this power ? match- 
leſs power? aſtoniſhing power ?—And as for wi/dem, 
how admirable was the contrivance, which could har- 
monize the ſeemingly-oppoſite claims of mercy and of 
Juſtice! and not only ſatrsfy each, but magnify both! — 
Had puniſhment been executed, in 4/ its rigour, on 
the finner's perſon, mercy had loſt her amiable honours. 
Had the ſinner been reſtored to favour, without any pe- 
nalties ſuſtained either by himſelf or his SURETY, 
Juſtice had been ſet aſide as an inſigniſicant attribute, 
Whereas, by our LOR D's vicarious and expiatory 
ſufferings, both are manifeſted, and both are exalted. 
Therefore the ſcripture affirms, that G OD hath not 
only exerciſed, but abounded in wiſdom and prudence,— 
nay, hath abounded in a/ wiſdom and prudence f, 
by this combination of righteous vengeance and tri- 
umphant grace; which is, at once, ſo honourable to 
himſelf, and ſo advantageous to his people. 

Ther. * Advantageous to his people”—I am glad, 
you are come to this point. This is what I want to 


* 1/. xliii. 6. 1 the LORD will held thine band, and will 
keep thee, This is ſpoken of the MESS/AH, It gives aim 
aſſurance of effectual ſupport, when the vengeance of heaven, 
the fury of hell, and the fins of the world, ſhould fall upon 
him with united violence. To ſupport the MEDIATOR 
under theſe circumſtances, is mentioned as a very diſtinguiſhed 
act of that omnipotent arm, which created the heavens, and 
ſpread forth the earth, and giveth ſpirit to them that walk 


n + Eph. i. 8. 
| have 
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have cleared up. I am for thoſe doctrines, which glo- 
rity G O D, by doing good to man. Give me the re- 
ligion, whoſe aſpect is benign, and whoſe agency is 
beneficial. Not like a meteor, to dazzle us with a vain 
glitter; not like a comet, to terrify us with a formi- 
dable glare; but like yonder ſun, whoſe beams ſhed 
light, and life, and joy all around, | 

Aſp. If this be what you ſeek, and what you prize, 
the Chriſtian religion, this doctrine in particular, will 
anſwer your warmeſt expectations, and challenge your 
higheſt eſteem. For it is rich with benefits of the moſt 
needful, the moſt deſirable, and moſt exalted kind. 

The firſt and d bleſſing is pardon of ſins.— Par- 
don, not of ſmall fins only, but of the moſt aggrava- 
ted, the moſt horrid, the moſt enormous, Be they fla- 
ming as ſcarlet, be they foul as the dunghill, be they 
black as hell itſelf; yet they thall be as the ſpotleſs 
wool, or as the virgin ſnows “; they ſhall “ be, as 
though they had never been.” —Pardon, not of a 
few, but of all ſins. Be they numerous as the hairs of 
our head, numerous as the ſtars of heaven, nume- 
rous as the ſands upon the ſea- ſhore, the blood of J E- 
SUSCHRIST cleanfeth from them ALL +. 

Hereby we have victory over death, and adnuttance 
into eternal /ife.—For thus faith the holy apoſtle, con- 
cerning the poar ſojourners in clay, Seeing therefore the 
children were partakers of fleſh and blood, H E alſo par- 
took of the ſame ; that, by undergoing death, he might 
deſtroy him who had the power of death, that is the devil; 
and deliver thoſe, who, through fear of death, were all 
their life-time ſubje to bondage f. And thus faith the 
venerable elder, concerning the glorified faints in ligh 
Theſe are they who came out of great tribulation ; and 
they have waſhed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the LAMB : therefore are they before the throne ||. 

The Philiſtines rejoiced, when Samſon, the deſtroyer 


* If, i, 18. +1 John i. 7. + Heb. ü. 14. 15. | Rev. vii. ** 
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of their country, was delivered into their hands. How 
much greater reaſon have we to rejoice, ſince the bleſſ- 
ed 7ESUS has vanquiſhed our laſt enemy! has 
e death the rainifter of endleſs lite, and the grave a 
te to eternal glory! — Joſeph had cauſe to be glad, 
Thin he put off lus 2 and 2 
thed with change of raiment; when he was brought 
from the dungeon to the palace, and honoured with 
a feat at the right hand of the king. But is it not an 
incomparably-r:cher bleſſing, to have our robes waſhed 
in redeeming blood, and our fouls cleanſed from all 
guilt? Is it not an incomparably-h:gher advancement, 
to be admitted into the bliſsful preſence, and to poſſeſs 
the everlaſting kingdom of G O D? 

To comprehend all in a word :—Hereby are procu- 
red, even for the moſt unworthy creatures, all the be- 
nefits of the new covenant, 'Theretore the blood of 
CHRIST is ſtyled by a prophet, the blood of thy co- 
venant ; by an apoſtle, the blood of the everlaſting co- 
venant t; and our LORD himſelf ſays, This is the new 
covenant in my blood 1. s it a privilege, to know GON, 
the infinitely-amiable centre and ſource of all perfec- 
tion? Is it a moſt valuable endowment, to have his 
laws put into our minds, and written on our hearts? 
Is it a branch of real felicity, to have our num- 
berleſs fins forgiven, and not one of our iniquities re- 
membered any more? Is it the compendium of all 
happineſs, to have GOD for our portion, and our 
excceding great reward ? to be his peculiar treaſure, 
his loving and beloved people: Of all theſe we may 
ſay, They are the purchaſe of EMMANUEL'*'s 
blood: and whoever is truly intereſted in the one, is 
unqueſtionably entitled to the of her. | 

Who then would refuſe ſo comfortable 
Ther. Too comfortable, we might imagine, to be 


* Zech. ix. 11. + Heb. xiii. 20. 
+ Luke xxii. 20. The original word zan, ſignifies either 
a teſtament, or a covenant, | Heb. viii. 10. 11. 5 
either 
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either true in itſelf, or ſafe in its conſequences. Muſt 
it not tend to embolden the ſinner in the proſecution of 
his vices? Who need ſcruple to tranſgreſs, or be very 
ſolicitous to repent, if an all-atoning SACRIFICE 
has been offered for every kind and every degree of 
wickedneſs ? 

Aſp. Would you have ſinners intimidated? Nothing 
ſpeaks ſuch terror to the children of diſobedience, as 

e bitter paſſion and accurſed death of CHRIST. 
All the rhetorical aggravations of ſin, with regard to 
its loathſome nature, and execrable vileneſs ;—all the 
ſeverity of vengeance, executed upon rebellious an- 
gels, or wicked men ;—all, all are weak and inexpreſ- 

ve, compared with the dreadful emphaſis of this t 

tranſaction, For, if the LORD almighty ſpared not 
his own SON, when guilt was, not found in him, 
but only imputed to him; how much leſs ſhall he ſpare 
incorrigible offenders, who both habitually commit, and 
obſtinately perſiſt in, their daring impieties ? | 

If, by repentance, you mean an ngenuous ſorrow for 
our tranſgreſſions ; nothing is ſo likely to break the 
ſtony, or melt the icy heart, as theſe doleful effects of 
ſin. Let us imagine ourſelves preſent at Calvary, and 
ſtanding by the croſs. See! the innocent, the amifvle, 
the illuſtrious SAVIOUR, hangs on a tree: a tree, 
torturous as the rack, and ignominious as the gibbet! 
See! his face is foul with ſpitting, and his ſides are 
tore with the ſcourge. His veins ſtream with blood, 
and his heart is wounded with anguiſh.— There he 
hangs, abandoned by his friends; reviled by his ene- 
mies; and forſaken even by his GOD. Can we reflect, 
that we, even we were the cauſe of this inconſolable 
miſery; and not feel remorſe in our conſciences, or 
tOrrow in our minds? Can we reflect, that for 15, for 
us, he bore this amazing torment ; and not ſmite our 
breaſts, or be pained at our very ſouls ? | 

If, by repentance, you mean a thoreugh renunciation 

of all iniquity, no motive is ſo effectual, to divorce 


the 
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the heart from every abominable idol, and divert 
the feet from every evil way, as an attentive con- 
ſideration of our REDEEMER's death.—Whoſe 
indignation does not riſe againſt the infamous wretch, 
that betrayed the bleſſed FESUS? Who is not 
ready to deteſt thoſe envenomed tongues which accu- 
ſed him, and thoſe barbarous hands which crucified 
him? How then can we cheriſh thoſe horrid luſts, which 
were the principal actors in this deepeſt of tragedies ? 
How can we careſs, how can we entertain, how can we 
endure thoſe execrable iniquities, which were the be- 
trayers and murderers of the PRINCE of life ?—He 
bore our fins in his own bleeding, agomzing body en the 
tree; not that we ſhould be emboldened to repeat 
them, but incited to abhor them, and induced to for- 
ſake them; that, in our practice and our affections, 
we ſhould not only be averſe, but even dead to fin *. 

It you would have benevolence, your favourite prin- 
ciple, take place and operate; it is impoſlible to urge ſo 
endearing a er to univerſal good-will, as this 
kindneſs and love of GOD our SAV IOU R +4. How 
can we indulge the fallies of reſentment, or harbour 
the ſeeds of animolity, when the meck, the merciful, 
the infinitely-gracious REDEEMER, laid down his 
life for his bittere/t enemies? How can we treat with 
contempt or indifference, even the meaneſt of mankind, 
ſince our divine MAS TER gave his all-glorious per- 
ſon for vile wretches and miſerable ſinners ?—Never 
was there ſo winning a call to diſiutereſted charity, as 
the amiable example of CHRIST; never fo binding 


a cement of brotherly love, as the blood of the cru- 


ciſied FESUS, 
In ſhort, would you have people poſſeſſed of every 
heavenly yirtue, and animated to the practice of eve- 
work? Nothing adminiſters 10 powertul an 
incitement to them all, as a lively and appropriating 
ſenſe of this wondrous grace. Set home by the 


* 1 Pet. ii, 24. + Tit, iii. e 


Er . * 


DIALOGUE IV. 157 


HOLY GHOST, it produces ſuch a warm grati- 
tude, and ſuch a heart- felt joy, as are far more ope- 
rative than the moſt awful threatenings, or the moſt 
cogent reaſonings.—So that, quite contrary to your 
ſuſpicions, the native tendency of this excellent doc- 
trine is, to ſuppreſs ungodlineſs, and promote piety. 

Obſerve, how the preſent calm evening, yonder 
mild declining ſun, and theſe ſoft balmy breezes, have 
unlocked the flowery priſons, and detached a profufror 
of odours through the air; have inſpirited the little 
ſongſters of the grove, and fetched /aviſh harmony from 
their throats. So ſweetly will a true belief in F E- 
SUSCHRIST and him crucified, draw forth all 
the powers of the ſoul, in. acts of ready and chearful 
obedience.—He is therefore faid, not only to juſtify, 
but alſo to ſandify the XX with his blood f. 

Let us conſider the death of CHRIST, in this its 
full grandeur and extenſive efficacy; and we ſhall diſ- 
cern the admirable propriety of the apoſtle's remark ; 
It became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are 
all things, in bringing many ſens unto glory, to make the 
CAPTAIN of their ſalvation perfect through fuffermgs J. 
IT BECAME ; as an act of ſoverezgnty in G OD, it com- 
ported with the dignity, and emblazoned (if I may fo 
ſpeak) the incomprehenſible majeſty of his perfections. 
As an execution of impartial vengeance on our 
SURETY, it aſſerted the rights of divine govern- 
ment, and ſecured the utmoſt veneration to the di- 


The reader will give me leave, on this occaſion, to ſub- 
join the noble doxology of our church; which, when thus ap- 
plied, may be an excellent means, both of expreſſing our gra- 
titude, and of quickening our devotion.—Glory be to the. 
FATHER, for providing this all-ſufficient *atonement, and 
giving his SON to ſave a ruined world. —Glorybe tothe SON, 
for humbling himſelf to the death of the croſs, and obtaining 
eternal redemption for finners.—Glory be to the HOLY 
GHOST, for teſtifying of CHRIS T in our hearts, and ap- 


- 


propriating this great ſalvation to our ſouls. 
+ Heb. xiu. 12. + Heb. ii. 10. 
vine 
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vine law.—As an emanation of rich indulgence to us, 
it redreſſed all our miſery, and retrieves our whole 
happineſs.—In each, in every reſpect, it is worthy of 
the moſt grateful and adoring acceptance from finful 
man, and ſuch as will be had in everlaſting honour by 
the choirs of ſaints, and the hoſt of angels. 


Ther. I thank you, A/þa/ſio. Your arguments have 
not indeed converted me, but they have ſtrengthened 
my faith. I never was ſo unhappily miſtaken, as to 
diſbelieve the ſatisfaction made by our LORD FE- 
SUS CHRIST ; made to divine juſtice ; made for the 
fins of the world. But I now ſee more clearly its rea- 

ſenableneſs. and importance; its chearing aſpect on the 
ity conſcience, and its benign influence on the mo- 
ral conduct. | 
7. I congratulate you, dear Theron, from my in- 
moſt ſoul, on your thorough conviction of this im- 
portant truth. May you have ſtill more extenfrve and 
generous views of the glorious article! and may every re- 
newed view be moreand more influential on your heart! 

Reviving, raviſhing thought! to have HIM for 
our bleeding victim“ HIM for our great prepitiation / 
at whoſe feet the armies of heaven bow, and the ſaints 
in light adore —Reviving, raviſhing thought ! to have 
all our. puniſhment ſuſtained, and the whole curſe of 
the law exhauſted ; fo that juſtice itſelf can demand 
no more /—Nay, to have ſo perfect a ranſom paid for 
our redemption, that it is not barely an act of favour- 
able indulgence, but of the highe/t righteouſneſs * al- 


Therefore the apoſile ſays, GOD is faithſul and fu 10 
forgive us our fins, 1 John i. 9. Faithful; becauſe he had 
promiſed this bleſſing, by the unanimous voice of all his pro- 

_ pbets.—7uf#/ ſorely then he will puni/6/ No; for this very 
reaſon he will pardon. This may ſeem ſtrange ; but, upon the 
evangelical principles of atonement and redemption, it is ap- 
parently true: becauſe, when the debt is paid, or the purchaſe 
made, it is the part of equity to cancel the bond, and conſign 
over the purchaſed poſſeſſion. p 5 
4 0, 
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ſo, to pardon, accept, and glorify the believer —In 
SUCH a method of reconciliation, how fully does the 
Judgment acquieſce, and how ſecurely, the conſcience 
F again 0 
Excuſe me, Theron. ections are again upon. 
the ſoar. But I clip their wings.—Only let me TY 
is not this doctrine the grand peculiarity of the goſpel, 
by which it ſtands diſtinguiſhed from every other re- 
ligion profeſſed in the world ?—ls it not the central. 
punt, in which all the lines of duty unite, and from 
hich all the rays of conſolation proceed ?—Strike this 
article from the creed, and you reduce the myſtery of 
edlineſs to a ſyſtem of ethics; you degrade the Chri- 
ian church into a ſchool of philoſophy.—To deny the 
expiation made by our REDEEMER's facrifice, is 
to obſcure the brighteſt manifeſtation of divine benig- 
nity, and to undermine the principal pillar of practical 
religion; is to make a deſperate ſhipwreck of our e- 
verlaſting intereſts, and to daſh (ſuch, I fear, it will 
be found, in the final iſſue of things) ourſelves to 
death, on the very rock of ſalvation. : | 
Ther. Now, I believe, it is time to repair home- 
wards. And I hope, it will be no diſagreeable exchan 
if we reſign our ſeat on the mount, Pays ey 
dining-room. | 
Aſp. Pray, let me inquire, as we walk along (for 
was unwilling to interrupt our diſcourſe, merely to 
gratify my curioſity), what may be the deſign ef on- 
der edifice, which rifes on a fmall eminence, near the 
public road? It is neither a tower, nor a dwelling- 
houſe ; but looks like a ftately column, erected on - 
purpoſe to beautify the proſpect... 
her. It is a ſort of monumental pile; erected, as 
the ſtory goes, on a very memorable occaſion. Queen 
Eleanor accompanied King Edward the Firſt to — | 
was called) the holy war: in which he gained 
1 advantages over the infidels, and acquired a 
f of renown to himſelf. After many gallant exploits 


performed 
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performed in the field, a treacherous and deſperate 
Saracen, demanding admittance into his chamber, 
under pretence of private buſineſs, wounded him 
with an empoiſoned dagger. The conſequence of 
which, his phyſicians declared, muſt he inevitable and 
ſpeedy death, unleſs the poiſon was ſucked out by 
ſome human mouth. This might poſſibly preſerve 
the royal patient, but would be extremely dangerous 
to the operator. . 

Dangerous as it was, his Queen claimed the office; 
inſiſted upon it, as the conſort's right ; and executed 
it ſo faithfully, that ſhe ſaved the king's life; ſo hap- 
pi, that ſhe loſt not her own.—After this, the re- 

turned to England, lived many years, and bore ſeveral 
children. But, ſooner or later, royalty itfelf muſt 
pay the debt to nature. Dying on a journey to Scot- 
land, the was brought back to the laſt and long home 
of our Engliſh monarchs *#.—Where-ever her corpſe 
reſted, in the way to its interment, a ſtructure + (fuch 
as you now behold) was raiſed, in order to perpetuate 
the memory of her conjugal affeftion. | 

Aſp. And ſhould not our hearts be a monument of 
gratitude to the bleſſed 7E SUS? who drew the 
deadly venom, not from our veins, but from the im- 
mortal part of our nature ; and not at the hazard, but 
at the loſs, the certain and unavordable loſs of his pre- 
cious life. He opened his breaſt, opened his very foul, 
to the keeneſt arrows of - vindictive juſtice; that, 
transfixing him, they might drop ſhort of us; © the 
“ poiſon whereof drank up h:s ſpirits 1, that the 
of peace might refreſh ours. 

e  *» Weftminfler Abbey. | 

+ One of theſe ſtructures ſtands on the high road, near 
Nerthampton. It is ſurrounded with a large flight of ſteps, at 
the bottom; and ornamented, towards the top, witk four fe- 
male ſtatues, in full proportion, A Latin inſcription informs 
the traveller; concerning its occaſion arid deſign ; 

In perpetuam Reging Eltranore 
Conugalis amoris memoriam. 

* $ Job vi. 4. 
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O my Theron / let our memories be the tablet, to 
record this unexampled inſtance of compaſſion and 
goodneſs. Let our affections dwell upon the tragical, 
the delightful hiſtory ; till they melt into contrition, | 
and are inflamed with love.—lt we want an inſcription, 
let us make uſe of thoſe noble lines, which, in the 
_ fineſt climax imaginable, deſcribe the magnificence and 

grace of this aſtoniſhing tranſaction : | 

— Survey the wondrous cure, 
Aud at each ſlep let higher wonder riſe. 
Pardon for infinite offence /—and pardon 
Through means that ſpeak its value infinite! 
A pardon bought with blood with blood divine! 
With blood divine of HIM I made my foe /— 
Perjiſted Ny ur, !—Thetgh uod and au d, 
Bleſi'd and chaſtis'd, a flagrant rebel [till /— 
Nor I alone! A rebel univerſe / 
My ſpecies up in arm: Not one exempt / 


Tet for the fouleſt of the foul, he dies *. 
* Night-Thoughts, No IV. 


DDD ene 
DIA IL OO uE V. 


SP ASIO having ſome letters of importance to 
anſwer, as ſoon as the cloth was taken away, re- 
tired from table. His epiſtolary engagements being 
diſpatched, he inquired for Theron. The ſervants in- 
formed him, that their maſter walked into the garden. 
—A very little ſearch found him, ſeated on an airy 
mount, and ſheltered by an elegant arbour. 
Strong and fubſtantial plants of Jiburnum formed the 
ſhell; while the ſlender and flexile ſhoots of Hrirga 
billed up the interſtices.— Was it to compliment, as 
well as to accommodate their worthy gueſts, that the / 
interwove the luxuriant foliage? Was it to repreſent 
Vor. II. No 7. L. thoſe 
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thoſe tender but cloſe attachments, which had vnited 
their affections, and blended their intereſts ?—l will not 
too poũtively aſcribe ſuch a deſign to the diſpoſition of 
the ae They compoſed, however, by their twi- 
ning embraces, no inexpreſſive emblem of the endear- 
ments and the advantages of friendſhip. They compo- 
ied a canopy, of the freſheſt verdure, and of the 
thickeſt texture ; ſo thick, that it entirely excluded 
the ſultry a Hh ; and ſhed both a cool refreſhment, and 
an amuſive : while every unſheltered tract gla- 
red with wk * fainted with heat. 

You enter by an eaſy aſcent of ſteps, lined with 
turf, and fenced with a baluſtrade of ſloping bay- trees. 
— The roof was a fine concave, peculiarly elevated and 
ſtately. Not emboſſed with ſculpture ; not mantled 
ever with fret work; not incruſted with f. ſplendid o 
ſco; but far more delicately adorned with the ſyringa 

ſilver tuft:, and the liburnum' 8 fl pelt old : whoſe 
large and lovely cluſters, gra N from the 
leafy dome, diſcloſing their KLE to the delighted 
bee, and gently waving to the balmy breath of ſpring, 
gave the utmoſt enrichment to the charming bower. 


Facing the entrance, lay a ſpacious grafly walk; 


terminated by an octangular — with a curious 
jet d'eau playing in the centre. Ihe waters, ſpinning 
from the lower orifices, were attenuated into innu- 
merable little threads; which diſperſed themſelves in 
an horizontal direction, and returned to the reſervoir, 
in a drizzling thower. Thoſe which iſſued from the 
luglcr tubes, and larger apertures, either ſprung per- 

pendic ularly, or coed obliquely; and, formed, as 
they tell, ſeverablofty arches: of liquid cryſtal, all gli. 
{ering on the eye, and cool:ng to the air. 

Parallel to the walk ran a parterre ; planted with an 


aſlemblage of flowers, which advanced, one above 
another, in regular gradations of height, of dignity, 
and ot beauty. — Firü, a row of daifies, gay as the 
e youth, and fair as . 


a 


= a * — 
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a range of crocuſes, like a long ſtripe of yellow fatin, 
quilted with threads, or diverſthed with ſprigs of green. 
A ſuperior order of ranunculuſes, each reſemblin 
the cap of an earl's coronet, repleniſhed the third 
ſtory with full-blown tufts of gloſſy ſcarlet Beyond 
this, a more elevated line of fulips *, raiſed their flou- 
riſhed heads, and opened their enamelled cups; not 
bedecked with a ſingle tint only, but glowing with 
an intermingled variety of almoſt every radiant hue. 
Above all aroſe, that noble ornament of a royal e- 
icutcheon, the flatoer- de- luce; bright with ethereal blue, 
and 
* Here is, it muſt be confeſſed, ſome little deviation from 
the general laws of the ſeaſon » ſome anachroni/m in the an- 
nals of the parterre. The flowers united in this repreſentation, 
do not, according to the v/ual proceſs of nature, make their 
appearance together, However, as, by the conomy of a 
kilful gardener, they may be thus affociated ; I hope, the poſ- 
ſibility of the thing will ſcreen my flowery productions from 
the blaits of cenſure Or, may I not ſhelter my blooming aſ- 
ſembly, under the remark of a maſterly critic ? which is as 
pertinent to the caſe, as if it had been written on purpoſe for 
our vindication; and in all reſpects fo e/egant, that it muſt 
adorn Every work, which quotes it; and charm every perſon, 
who reads it, | | 
„ A painter of nature is not obliged to attend her in her 
„ flow advances, which ſhe makes from one feaſon to another, 
or to obſerve her conduct in the ſucceſſive production of 
plants and flowers. He, may draw into his deſcription all 
the beauties of the ſpring and autumn; and make the whole 
year contribute ſomething to render it more agreeable, III; 
e roſe-trees, woodbines, and jeſſamines may flouriſh together; 
and his beds be covered at the ſame time with lilies, violets, 
and amaranthuſes. His ſoil is not reſtrained to any particu- 
lar ſet of plants, but is proper either for oaks or myrtles, 
and adapts itſelt᷑ to the product of every climate. Oranges 
may grow wild in it; myrrh may be met with in every hedge ; 
and if he thinks it proper to have a grove of ſpices, he can 
* quickly command ſun enough ro raiſe it. His concerts of 
birds may be as full and harmonious, and his woods as thick 
and gloomy, as he pleaſes. He is at no more expence in 
* long viſta, than a ſhort one ; and can as eaſily throw his 
L 2 « caſcades 
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and grand with imperial purple: which formed, by its 


eful projections, a corniſh or a capital of more 
than Corinthian richneſs ; and imparted the moſt con- 
ſummate beauty to the blooming colonnade. 

The whole, viewed from the arbour, looked like a 
rainbow, painted upon the ground ; and wanted no- 
thing to rival that reſplendent arch, only the boldneſs 
of its fweep, and the advantage of its ornamental 
curve. 


To this 0 receſs Theron had withdrawn him- 


ſelf. Here he fat muſing and thoughtful, with his 
eye fixed upon a picture repreſenting ſome magnificent 
runs.—Wholly intent upon his ſpeculation, he never 
perceived the approach of Aſpaſio, till he had reached 
the ſummit of the mount, and was ready to take a 
ſeat by his fide. | | Ws 

Aſp. Loſt, Theron! quite loſt in thought! and unaf- 
. fected with all theſe amiable objects; inſenſible amidſt 
this profuſion of beauties, which, from every quar- 
ter, pon their _ to- 2 - Methinks, the 
ſnarling Cynic in his tub, could hardly put on a great- 
er ſeverity of aſpect, than my polite Mhiloſopher in 
his bloonung Eden. 

Ther. Ah! my dear friend, theſe flowery toys which 
embelliſh the garden, are familiar to my eye, and 
therefore cheap in my eſteem. I behold them frequent- 
ly; and, for that reaſon, feel but little of the pleaſing 
ſurpriſe, which they may poſſibly awaken in a ſtran- 
ger.—Something like this we experience, with re- 
gard to events infinitely more worthy our admiring no- 


r caſcades from a precipice of half a mile high, as from 
one of twenty yards. He has his choice of the winds, and 
can turn the courſe of his rivers, in all the variety of mean- 
& ders, that are moſt delightful to the reader's imagination. 
„In a word, he has the modelling of nature in his own hands, 
„and may give her what charms he pleaſes, provided he does 
not reform her too much, and run into abſurdities by en- 
«« dearouring to excel.“ Speft. vol. VI. No 418. 

ä tice 
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tice. Elſe, why are we not ſtruck with a mixture of 
amazement, veneration, and delight, at the grand 
machinery and magnificent productions of nature? 
That the hand of the ALMIGHTY ſhould 
wheel round the vaſt terreſtrial globe, with ſuch pro- 


digious 2 and exact punctuality; on purpole to 


produce the regular viciſſitudes of day and night; on 
purpoſe to bring on the orderly ſucceſſion of ſeed · time 
and harveſt We wonder, when we read of the - 
raelites ſojourning forty years in the deſert, marching 
backward and forward over its burning fands; and 
find neither their cloaths waxing ed by ſo long a uſe, 
nor their feet ſeeking + with loch painful journeys. 
Yet we are neither impreſſeq with wonder, nor affect- 
ed with gratitnde, when we enjoy the benefits of the 
air, which clothes the earth as it were with a garment ; 
which has neither contracted any noxious taint, through 
the extenſive revolution of almeſt fix thouſand years; 
nor ſuffered any diminution of its natural force, though 
exerciſed in a ſeries of unremitted activity, ever ſince 
the elementary operations began. 

This draught in my hand, ſhews us the inſtability 
of the 3 moft laboured monuments of human 
art, They are ſoon ſwept away, among the other 
feeble attempts of mortality ; or remain only, as you 
ſee here, in ſhattered ruins; memorials of the vain 
and powerleſs ambition of the builders Hou ſtrange 
then, that a ſtructure, incomparably more tender and 
delicate, ſhould be preſerved to ald age, and hoary hairs / 
that the bodily machine, which is fo exquilite in its 
frame, ſo cemplicated in its parts, and performs ſo 
many thouſands j of motions every moment, ſhonld 

1 continue 
Deut. viii. 4. 5 + Neh. ix. 21. 

t Thouſands--Not to mention the ſpontaneous, if we conſider 
only the mechanical motions, which are continually performed in 
che animal ſyſtem the digeſtive action of the ſtomach the ver- 
micular agitation of the bowels the progreſs of the chyle thro? 
che lacteal veſſels the 8 operations of che ecrecin 
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continue unimpaired, yet act without intermiſſion, 10 
many days, and weeks, and months, and years, How 
ſtrange all this ! yet, becauſe common, how ſeldom does 
it excite our praiſe, or ſo much as engage our notice : 
Aſp. Your remarks are as juſt, as the neglect of 
themiscuſtomary.—Unaccountable ſupineneſs! Though 
GOD deth great things, worthy of all obſervation; 
ea, and wonders without number : we yawn with 1ndo- 
2 inſtead of being animated with devotion, or 
tranſported with delight. Lo / he geeth before us, in evi- 
dent manifeſtations of wiſdom and power, yet we ſee hin 
not ; he paſſeth on alſo, and ſcatters unnumbered bleſſings 
from his providential hand, but we perceive him nel“. 
This, though tly culpable, is to be reckoned a- 
mong the ſmalleſt inſtances of our ungrateful inſenſi- 
bility.—Are we not inattentive even to the work of 
redemption? That work, which, according to the 
emphatical declaration of ſcripture, exceeds in glory f 
is by far the greateſt, the moſt marvellous of all ſub- 
ppeep perhaps of all divine tranſactions.— Are we 
not ſhamefully unaffected, even with the appearance 
of GOD in human fleſh? Though the KING ct 
kings vouchſafes to exchange his throne, for the hu- 
miliation of a ſervant, and the death of a malefactor; 
though he is pleaſed, by the imputation of his active 
as well as e obedience, to become e LORD cur 
righteouſneſs ; yet— | | 
Ther. You are taking an effectual way, Aſpaſie, to 


the compreſſion of the tungs, and all their little cel- 
lular lodgments, by every a& of refpiration——above all, that 
grand impetus, the ſyſtole of the heart; which, by every con- 
ſtriction, darts the crimſon current through an innumerable 
multitude of arteries, and drives, at the ſawe 'nſtant of time, 
the refluent blood through an innumerable multitude of cor- 
reſponding -veins—— Such a view will oblige us to acknow- 
ledge, that Theron's account is far from bcing extravagant; that 
it rather diminiſtes, than exaggerates the real fact. 

pt Job ix. 10, 11. : 1 Cor. iii. 


lis figures, or the beauty of his expreſſion : 
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rouſe me from my revery, and make me indeed kke 
the ſnarling philofopher. © imputed righteouſneſs 18 
a ſcheme groſsly frivolous and abſurd ; utterly in- 
« ſufficient to anſwer the end propoſed; and, one 
« would think, could never be depended on, where 
there is the leaſt degree of underiianding, and ca- 
« pacity for reaſoning *.” 

4D. Who is warm now, Theron? May | not remind 
my friend, that the reef is no more fitted to work 
conviction, than the rapturous ?*—Perhaps, you have 
not duly conſidered this fubject ; nor ſeen it in the pro- 


* The reader will probably be diſguſted, at this heat of tem- 
per, this a/perity of diction, and both ſo abruptly introduced. 
—l have no apelogy to make formy Theron. The reader has 
reaſon to be diſguſted ; has reaſon to be chagrined. Only let 
me deſire him to remember, that this is the very ſpirit, nay theſe 
are the very words, of a celebrated oppoſer of our doctrine ; 
not added, when he has fully proved the abſurdiry of the 
ſcheme ; but aſſumed, even upon the entrance to his diſcourſe. 
I have often wondered, that difputants, eſpecially on reli- 
gious ſubjects, ſhould chuſe to deal in {fuck acrimonious and re- 
proachful language. Does the wrath of man work the rightesu/- 


neſs ef GOD? Or is a paſſionate invective the proper means, 


either to conciliate our affections, or convince our judgment? 
Why ſhould we not write in the fame gentecl and obliging 
ſtrain, in which we conver/e Were we to meet our atiragoniſt 
in a friend's parlour, and have a perſonal conference on the 


fubject, our ſpesch would be kind, and our remonſtfances | 


calm; “ I am forry, Sir, that you have eſpouſed ſuch notions; 
* They ſeem to me extremely wrong and cqually dangerous. 
Jam apt to thiak, you have not duly: conſidered, either the 
little ground they have co ſupport chem, or the pernicious 
* confequences that may attend them.” Wa. | , 
Why thould not our controverſies from the preſs be carried 
on with ſuch a candid and amicable firife ? This would certainly 
reader them more pleaſing to the reader, more profitable to the 
public, and much more likely to have their deſired effe@&upon' 
gur opponent. For my part, Iadmire the humanity and tender- 
nes of the poet's reſolution, even more than the boldneſs of 


| oy 


Tu lapides logueris, ego byſſina verba reponane. 
L 4 Per 


— » DA. iis. -_£5unqc.- 2. — 
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per point of view. I have ſometimes beheld a ſhip of 
war i:veral leagues off at fea. It ſeemed to be a dim 


cloudy ſomething, hovering on the ſkirts of the horizon; 


cont-wptibly mean, and not worthy of a moment's 
regard. — But, as the floating citadel approached, the 
maſts aroſe ; the fails ſwelled out ; its ſtately form, and 
curious proportions, ſtruck the fight. It was no long- 
er a ſhapeleſs maſs, or a blot in proſpect, but the 
maſter- piece of human contrivance, and the nobleſt ſpec- 
tacle in the world of art. The eye is never weary of 
viewing its ſtructure, nor the mind in contemplating its 
uſes. ; 
Who knows, Theron, but this ſacred ſcheme likewiſe, 
which you now look upon as a confuſed heap of errors, 
may very much improve, when more cloſely exami- 
ned; may at length appear a wife and benign plan, ad- 
mirably fitted to the condition of our fallen nature, 
and perfectly worthy of all acceptation * 
Ther. i-know not what may happen, A/pafio. But 

there ſeems to be very little probability of tucha change. 
For, though my laſt oppoſition was a mec H gl; in 
my preſent objections I am very ſincere, and to this 
doctrine I am a determined enemy.—The notion of a 
ſubſtituted and vicarious righteouſneſs is abſurd even 
to common ſenſe, and to the moſt natural and cafy re- 
flections of men. | 
. It may not, my dear friend, agree with our 
natural apprehenſions; nor fall in with the method, 
which we might have deviſed, for the ſalvation of man- 
kind. But this is the voice of ſcripture, and a maxim 
never to be forgotten: GO D's thoughts are net as our 
thoughts, nor his ways as our ways *,—His righteouſneſs 
is like the ſtrong mountains, and his judgments are like the 
you deep +; the former immovcable, the latter un- 


Ther. The mention of mountains puts me in mind 
of what I was reading yeſterday ;—the keen irony, 
a If, Iv, 8. | 7 Pial, XXXV1. 6. h 

| 0" FFV 


r ͤ A =. oa oi. 


DIALOGUE V. 169 


with which Abimelech's principal officer chaſtiſed the 
bluſtering Gaal : Thou 2 the ſhadow of the mountains, 
as if they were men . He, it is ſarcaſtically intimated, 
was afraid, and my A/pa/io ſeems to be fond, of ſha- 
dows, | 

Aſp. Happy for your Aſpa/io, that irony is no argu- 
ment, If a jury was impannelled to try me and my 
doctrine, I ſhould certainly except againſt wony. Ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, he is neither a good man, nor a true. 
And, if I remember right, you yourſelf conſented to 


ſet him aſide in this debate. I ſhall therefore adapt 


my reply, rather to what is ſolid, than what is ſmart. 
« This notion,“ you ſay, © is abſurd even to com- 
« mon ſenſe.” —A ſaying, upon which I muſt beg 
leave to put a query. It was, I own, abſolutely beyond 
the power of common ſenſe, unaſſiſted by divine reve- 
lation, to diſcover this truth. will grant farther, that 
this bleſſing infinitely tranſcends whatever common 
ſenſe has obſerved in all her converſe with finite things. 
—But, if I have any the leaſt acquaintance with com- 
mon ſenſe, I am very ſure, ſhe wil nat, ſhe cannot 
nounce it an abſurdity. To this judge I refer the cauſe. 
And to open the cauſe a little, let me juſt obſerve, 
that G O D imputed our fins to his 8 O N. How elſe 
could the immaculate FESU & be puniſhed, as the 


moſt inexcuſable tranſgreſſor? Awake, O ſword, - 


gainſt the Man that is my Fellow, ſaith the LORD of 


hoſts f. — ls not this the voice of a judge, pronouncing 
the ſentence, and authoriſing the execution? Or rather, 
does it not deſcribe the action of juſtice, turning the 
ſword from us, and ſheathing it in CHRIST - Who, 
if he was our ſubſtitute with re to penal ſuffering, 
why may he not ſtand in the fame relation with re- 
d to juſtifying obedience? There is the ſame reaſon 
or the one, as for the other Every argument in fa- 
vour of the former, is equally ted fe m behalf of 
the latter. 1 * e 


* Judg: ix. 36. f Zech. All. 7 
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Ther. 1 freely grant, that CHRIST FESUS 
was puniſhed in our Read; that his death is the expia- 
tion of our fin, and the cauſe of our ſecurity from pe- 
nal ſuffering. But this 

p. will undeniably prove, that fin was imputed 
to him; otherwiſe he could not ruh ſuffer in our 
ſtead, nor be ju/tly puniſhed at all. And imputation 


< js as reaſonable and juſtifiable in one caſe, as in the 


« gt her; for they ſtand upon one and the fame 


_ « foot; and, for that reaſon, he who throws down 
« One, throws down both.” —1 ſhould not have inter- 


rupted my Theron, only to introduce this anſwer from 
an eminent divine: who adds, what ſhonld be very ſe- 
rioully conſidered ; © And therefore whoever rejects 
“ the doctrine of the imputation of our SAVIOUR's 
4 righteouſneſs to man, does, by fo doing, reje the 
« imputation of man's in to our SAVIOUR, and 
1 all the conſequences of it. Or, in other words, he 
4 who rejects the doctrine of the rmputation, does, by 
<- ſo doing, reject the doctrine of the expiation like- 
* wiſe .“ | 

Der. I know nothing of this divine; and, eminent 
as he is, can hardly take his Ie di it for a deciſion. 

4p. I was in hopes, you would pay the greater re- 
gard to his opinion, becauſe he is not in the number 
of the whimſical fanatics. . 


Give me leave to obſerve farther, that tlie imputa- 


tion of CHRIST's righteoufneſs, bears an evident 
analogy to another great truth ot Chriſtianity. We 
did not commit Adam's fin, yet are we 


that 4 
Ther. How We chargeable with guilt, and liable 


* STATROE upon ſalvation by FESUS CHRIST alone, 
vol. I. p. 334.— Where the reader may find ſeveral weighty 


con{iderations, clearly propoſed and ftrongly urged, for the ex- 
planation and Ares Cala i 


of this capital doctrine. 
to 


with gnilt, and liable to condemnation, on | 


- < >. © 


nL4L00EE K-26 


to condemnation, on account of Adam's tranſgreſſion 
This poſition I muſt deny; I had almoſt ſaid, I muſt 
abhor. None other could, in the eye of juſtice and 
equity, be blameable for any offence of our firit pa- 
rents, but they only. 

Aſp. So ſays Theron ; but what fays St Pau? This 
may be the 4 * of natural reaſon, but what is the 
language of divine revelation? In whom, that is, in A- 
dam, all have finned. 

Ther. The words, if I remember ri igt, are For 
that all have finned. 

Aſp. In the margin, they are tranſlated, as I have 

repeated them, For this interpretation I nught con- 
tend, as not in the leaſt incompatibie with the origi- 
nal phraſe *, and as the g preciſely ſuitable to the 
facred argument. But I wave this advantage ; let the 
words run into 04 mould, and the tranſlation take 

your form. Th e deciſive of the point in 
80 hey 4 the reaſon, why death came up- 
on all men ; infants Themſelves not r Hr that, 
or inaſmuch as, all have ſinned. How? Not in their 
own perſon ; this was utter ay impoſſible ; but in that 
firſt grand tranſgre ſſion of their federal head; which, 
as it could not be > actual committed by them, muſt, 
according to the tenor of the apoſtle's Aer, be im- 
puted to them. | 

Ther. Pray, what do you mean by that ſtiff, and 
to me unintelligible phraſe, federal bead? 

Aſp. 1 mean what Milten celebrates, when he repre- 
ſents the almighty FATHER thus WONG his e- 
ternal 8 ON. 

—— Be thou in Adam's r ñm „ 
The head of all mankind, though Adam's fen. 
As in him periſh all men, "far in thee, . 


* Fp' @ gurrit gr. Rom. v. 12. Nor to mention the fumous 
diftinftion of Fpiftetus, n= 9 nor the well-known adagy of 
Heſiod, ripe I ens nar apr, See chap. iv. 18. v. 2. of this 
"NT" . ſenſe. 

As 


g 
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As from a ſecond root, ſhall be reſtor'd 
As many as are reſtor'd, without thee none *. 

I mean what the apoſtle teaches, when he calls 
CHRIST the ſecond man 4, and the laſt Adam 1.— 
The ſecond! the laſt! How? Not in a numerical ſenſe; 
not in order of time; but in this reſpet,—That, as 
Adam was a public on, and acted in the ſtead of 
all mankind; ſo CHRIST was a public perſon, and 


ated in behalf of all his people :—That, as Adam was 


the fir/? general repreſ 
wack fſecend and the /aſt; there never was, and 


there never will be, any other :—That what they ſe- 
verally did, in this capacity, was not intended to fer- 
minate in themſelves, but to affed as many as they re- 
vely repreſented. —This is St Paul's meaning, and 

is is the foundation of the doctrine of imputation. 

Ther. If you build it on no other foundation, than 
your own particular ſenſe of the apoſtle's words, per- 
1 your ground may prove ſandy, and treacherous 
to its truſt. 

Aſp. I build it upon mine, and I deduce it from 
yours, Theron. — But 1 am far from reſting the whole 
weight of the cauſe upon a /ing/e text. It is eſtabliſhed, 
again and again, in this fame chapter. Neither do 1 

wonder at the prejudices which you and others may 
entertain againſt the doctrine. It lies 
road of reaſon's reſearches: it is among the wonderful 
things of GOD's law. This the inſpired penman fore- 
faw, and modelled his diſcourſe accordingly. 
ſome ſkilful engineer, who, though he makes the whole 
compaſs of his fortification ſtrong, yet beſtows pecu- 
lar and additional ſtrength on thoſe parts, which he 
a ends will be expoſed to the ficrceſt attack : ſo 
e wiſe, the divinely-wiſe apoſtle, has inculcated, and 
reinculcated, this momentous point; has enforced it 


with all the aſſiduity of zeal, and confirmed it by all 
Book III 285, 1 1 Cor, xv. 47. f 1 Cor. xv. 45. 


| BH e 
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entative of this kind, CHRIST 


quite out of the 


Like 
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the energy of expreſſion.—1[f through the offence of one 
many be dead—The judgment was by one to condemnation 

By one man's offence death EDT by one—By the of- 
fence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation &. 
-—That there may remain no poſſibility of miſtaking 
his meaning, or of eluding his argument, he adds, 

By ONE man's diſobedience, MANY were made finner? f. 

Ther. Sin, I am told by a celebrated expoſitor, ſome- 
times ſignifies puni/hment. He farther informs me, that 
we may be ſaid to fin in Adam, not by the imputation 
of his diſobedience to us, but by becoming obnoxious 
to thoſe ſufferings which were due to his ſin. 

Aſp. Then the apoſtle's reaſoning will ſtand in this 
form; Death came upon all nen, for that all have fin- 
ned; that is, Death came upon all men, becauſe all 
have been puniſhed ; or, an obnoxiouſneſs to pu- 
« niſhment came upon men, becauſe all are become 
« obnoxious to puniſhment.” A goodly ſtrain of argu- 
mentation for an unerring writer to uſe!—But furely 
GamaliePs pupil would diſclaim, much more would 
CHR IST's ambaſſador ſcorn, ſuch weak and unmean- 
ing chicanery. He mentions fin and its puniſhment ; 
but never hints, that they are intended to ſignify one 
and the — thing. He all along maintains a diſ- | 
tinction em; repreſents the former as the 

cauſe of the latter. Judgment, condemnation, death, 
re owing to fin, offence, diſobedience. It is by the im- 
putation of theſe, that we become obnox1ous to thoſe. 
This account is clear, is natural, and wants no ſtrain- 
ed criticiſms to ſupport it. This account demonſtrates 
the equity of that providential government, which 
executes the ſentence of death, even on thoſe de- | 
ſcendents of Adam, who have not /raned in their own 
perſons. It alſo illuſtrates the procedure of that ſove- 
reign grace, which treats as righteous, and entithes to 
life, even thoſe believers in FE SUS, why have not 


w_ TT rf W Y ©. Es 


* Rom. V. Ig. 16, 17. 18. 2 + Rom. v. 19. 
R obeyed 
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obeyed in their own perſons. —What ſays our church ? 
"= have a great veneration for the church of England, 

cron. 8 

Ther. L have. But I fear, my Aſaſo has neither 
ſo honourable an opinion of her worſhip, nor ſo ſteady 
an adherence to her conſtitution : otherwiſe he would 
not ſo highly extol thoſe ambitious and canting hy po- 
crites the Puritans ; who were the moſt inveterate ene- 


mies of our excellent eſtabliſhment, and would have 


rejoiced in its utter ſubverſion. | 

Aſp. As to the Poritans, you. will do me the juſtice 
to acknowledge, that I ſpeak only of their evange/ica! 
tenets, abſtracted from all political principles. As to 
myſelf, your fears are friendly, but I truſt they are 
grounttefs. 1 would only aſk, Who are to be deemed 
the moſt affectionate and faithful fons of their ſacred 
mother ?—Thoſe, I preſume, who moſt cordially em- 
brace her doctrines, and moſt dutifully ſubmit to ber 
precepts. By this touchſtone let my fidelity be tried. 
And for an immediate trial, be pleaſed to repeat ker 
ninth article. 22 en 

Ther. I cannot ſay, that I remember tlie particular 
words of any, though I have often read, and very 

prove them all. 


much T 25 
A. 1 with, you would commit to your memory, 


four or five. of the moſt diſtinguiſhed *. They are a 
valuable treafure, and contain the quinteflence of the 


goſpel.” © 


Thefe are the words of the ninth article. Ori- 


« ginal fin is the fault and corruption of every man, 
that naturally is ingendered of the offspring of A. 
% dam.“ It is the fault, ſays the pious Biſhop Beve- 
ridge, and therefore we are guilty of it; it is the cor- 
ruptia alfo, and therefore we are defiled with it. — 


Our Tomes, have. recourſe to no ſuch palliatives, 
and qualifyiff interpretations, as my Theron's expoſi- 


*: Eſpecially, articles IX. X. XI, XI. XUE 
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tor uſes. One of them affirms point-blank, that © in 
« Adam all men ſinned univerſally.“ This ſrems to 


be a paraphraſe on the text, whoſe tranſlation you late- 


ly controverted.—la what ſenſe our great poetical di- 
vine underſtood the ſacred writer, is apparent from 
the following words; which are ſuppoſed to have been 


ſpoken by JEHOVAH himſelt: 


———Adam”s crime 

Makes guilty all his fons &. 
And from another paſſage, where our rebellious pro- 
genitor, bewailing his aggravated miſery, and the ex- 
tenſive malignity of his tin, declares, 
— In me all 

Poſterity ſtands cura d f. 

For my own part, I muſt confeſs, that, if the trani- 
miſſion of original depravity be granted, I know not 
how the imputation of Adam's deſtructive apoſtaſy 
can be denied. If we had no concern in the one, how 
could we be juſtly, puniſhed. with the other? I fay pu- 
niſbed. For, to lole the primitive integrity: of our na- 
ture, and inherit a depraved diſpolition, is at once a 
moſt deplorable calamity, and a maſt terrible puniſh- 
ment,—Corruption. tranſmitted, and guilt imputed, 
ſeem to be doctrines indiſſalubly connected. To allow 
the former, and reject the latter, is, in my apprehen- 
fon, to acknowledge the effect without admitting the 
cauſe. | 

Ther. To make us parties in a covenant, which we 


did not agree to, can this be equitable? To ruin us 


for a crime, which we never. committed, can this be 
nercifu / Surely, this is a flagrant injuſtice, never t# 
be aſcribed to the all-gracious GO D. A diabolicad 
barbarity, add ſome, never to be mentioned without 
the utmoſt deteſtation. | 36 Oat! 
Aſp. 1 ſee no cauſe for ſuch a tragical outcry, of bar- 
: * 


Mir rox, book III. 250. + Book X. 817: f 
barit y, 
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barity, nor indeed for any complaint of injuſtice. Not 
to inſiſt upon the ſovereignty of an all- creating G0 P, 
and his unqueſtionable right to do what he will with 
his ' own *, I would only aſk, Did he not condeſcend 
to tranſact with man, not on the foot of abſolute un- 
controllable authority, but in the honourable and de- 
lightful way of x covenant Were not the terms of 
this covenant perfectly eaſy, and wonderfully gracious? 
Wonderfully gracious : for they propoſed a ſtate of in- 
eee and everlaſting Ay + to creatures, who 
were entitled to ns happineſs ; not the leaſt claim 
to any good ; no, not ſo much as to the privilege of 
exiſtence. On eaſy : for what was the condition 
on man's part? Not any rigorous act of duty, nor 
ſevere courſe of ſelf-denial, but the free enjoyment of 
millions of bleſſings and pleaſures, with only the pro- 
hibition of one pernicious indulgence. Here then is 
made, on one hand, a promiſe of the moſt glorrous re- 
ward that G O D himſelf could give: and nothing re- 
quired, on the other, but the ſmalleft expreſſion of 
allegiance that man himſelf could wiſh. And is this 

injuſtice ? is this barbarity ? 2 

Ther. All this was equitable enough with regard to 
Adam: but why ſhould we be condemned for his vio- 
lation of the covenant? Or how was ſuch a conſtitu- 
tion of things gracious, with reſpect to us ? 

Aſp. Why condemned? Becauſe we ſhould 
have been partzkers of the benefit and the glory, if 
he had perſevered in his duty. To this, I preſume, 
none would object. And if they would not to the one, 
they ought not to the other. un 

You aſk farther, How was ſuch a conſtitution 
« of things gracious with reſpe& to us ?”—I anſwer, 
Becauſe it was the moſ? litely means to ſecure the hap- 
pineſs of us and all mankind. Was not Adam, of all 
perſons, by far the beſt qualified to act as a general 

* 


# Math, Xx. 15. . + Lake x. .. We 


of XF 


head? He had a perfection of knowledge to diſcern his 
true intereſt, a perfection of holineſs to capacitate him 
tor obedience, and a perfection of happineſs difpoling 


him to perſeverance. As none could have more emi- 


nent qualifications, none could have ſo many obligations. 
His own welfare, both bodily and ſpiritual, was at ftake: 
the eternal intereſts of his riſing family, and of his re- 
moteſt poſterity, were depending: the lives, the ſou s, 
the everlaſting all of the whole human race, were em- 
barked on the ſingle bottom of his fidelity. Therefore 
the felicity of every individual that ſhould fpring from 
his loins, was a freſh motive to vigilance, an addition- 
al engagement to duty “.- As h1s love to his offspring 
was more refined, more exalted, more godlike than 
ours, all theſe conſiderations, and inducements muſt 
operate upon him, in their fulleſt ſcope, and with the 
ſtrongeſt energy.—What an entrenchment was here to 

out diſobedience, and ward off ruin! An entrench- 
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ment deep as hell, high as heaven, wide as the whole 


extent of the human ſpecies. 

Here then I may venture to throw the gauntlet, 
and challenge the whole world. Let the moſt penetra- 
ting mind deviſe a ſcheme, ſo wiſely and graciouſly 
calculated to aſcertain the ſucceſs of a probationary ſtate. 
f this be impracticable, then muſt every mouth be 
ſtopped : no tongue can have the leaſt reaſon to com- 
plain: I, for my part, ſhall think myſelf obliged to 
admire the benignity of my CREATOR's conduct: 


* Should any perſon imagine himſelf more capable of ſtand- 
ing than Adam, who was endowed with all the perfections of 
an innocent, holy, godlike nature; I think, by this very ima- 


zination, he begins to fall; fall into pride. Should any per- 


lon ſuppoſe, that, from a view to his own pafticular ſalvation, 
he would continue faithful; when Adam was nat engaged to 
idelity, from a regard to his own and the final happineſs of all 
lis poſterity; he ſeems to be juſt as wiſe as the mariner, who 
uades himſelf, that, though a thouſand anchors could not ſe- 
cure the ſhip in a ſtorm, yet ane might have done it effectually. 
Vor. II. No 7. M and 
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and G ON may juſtly demand of all intelligent crea- 
tures, What, could have been done more for the preſerva- 
tion and felicity of mankind, that I have net done **_ 

| Eſpecially, when to all this we add, that the fame 
almighty BEING, who appointed Adam to be our 
_ repreſentative in the firſt covenant, without aſking our 

 aftual ronſent ; appointed alſo CHRIST to be our 


repreſentative in the ſecond covenant, without ſtay- 


ing far our actual ſolicitation, When we take thts in- 
to the account, Borg F $4927 yo the leaſt ſhadow of 
injuſtice : but tranſcendent goodneſs, thines 
forth with the brighteſ luſtre, 

. Ther. Goodneſs, Aſpafio This is furpriſing indeed. 
Why, if Adam's tranſgreſſion be laid to our charge, 
we are damnable creatures, the very moment we exiſt; 
and are liable to the torments of hell, even on account 
of his diſobedience. To term this neſs, 1s the 
greateſt of paradoxes! to aflirm it of the DEITY, 
is little leſs than blaſphemy ! 

Afp. Let us be calm, my dear friend, and conſider 
the caſe impartially. If it is not a real truth, I ſhall 
be as willing to relinquiſh it, as yourſelf. 

Is not death, eternal death, the wages of every fin? 
And if of every ſin, then doubtleſs of original; which 
is the fountain, from whence all the ſtreams of actual 
iniquity flow; or rather the aby/5s, from whence all 
the torrents pour.— That which could not be par- 
doned, but by the humiliation and agonies of GOD's 
adorable SON, may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to de- 
ſerve the moſt dreadful vengeance. And it is aſſirm- 
cd, by an authority which you will not diſpute, that, 
<« for original as well as actual fin, the offering of 
« CHRIST 1s a propitiation and ſatisfaction +. 

Does not St Paul deliver it as a maxim in divini- 
ty, That, by the offence of one, Adam he undoubtedly 
means, judgment came upon all men to condemnation | * 
The import of the words, together with the connec- 

* If. v. 4. + Article XXII. + Rom. v. 18. 


tion 
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. cauſe it ſtands —— to that juſtification 
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tion of the paſlage, lead us to underſtand this of a con- 
demnation to eternal miſery.-wThe import of the words : 

for they are doubled 5 to * them pecuhari ſtrong 
in er bgaibcation ; and, z and each word, within the 


. „is uſed in that awful la- 
he Cc 


compals o 
onneftion of the paſſa age: be- 


titude of meanin 
uch is 
unto life. This, we are ſure, includes the idea of an 
everlaſting duration. And why ſhould its tremendous 
counterpart be leſs extenſive ?, 

This fenſe is evidently patronized, and this doctrine 
moſt peremptorily aferted, 11 our eſtabliſhed church. 
What ſays the book of Homilies, when treating of the 
miſeries conſequent upon the « tall? « This ſo great 
and miſerable à plague, if it we only reſted on 4- 
* dam, who firſt offended, it had — much eaſier, 
« and might the better have been borne. But it 
fell not only on him, but alſo on his poſterity. 
and children for ever; ſo that the whole brood of 
« Adam's race ſhould ſuſtain the ſelf-ſame fall and pu- 
ni ſhment, which their forefather by his offence moſt 
« juſtly had deſerved 1. —Leſt any ſhould miſappre- 
hend the deſign of our reformers, and ſuppoſe the pu- 
niſhmgat to cba only of ſome bodily ſuffering, or the 
loſs of immortality, it is added in the ſame alarming diſ- 
courſe : '+ Neither Adam, nor any of his, had any right 
„or intereſt at all in the kingdom of dawn but 
« were become plain reprobates and caſta ways, being 

tually damned to the everlaſting pains of hell.“ 

IE u ould ; imagine, this might be written un- 
der a all of haſty zeal, or that it is to be reckoned 
among the doting 2 of a credulous antiqui 
let me remind my friend, that it is ingrafted into t 
articles ; thoſe articles, which were approved by the 
archbiſhops and biſhops of both nces ; were ra- 
tified by the general conſent of the clergy ; and are, 

„NE ne 79 val : + Rom. ii. 3. i. $. vas. 1. 


t Homily on the nativity of CHRIST. 3 
M 2. 10 
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to this day, the national /tandard of our belief. The 
ninth article, beginning with a deſcription of our de- 
praved nature, ſubjoins an account of its proper de- 
ſert: In every perſon born into the world, it de- 
« ſerveth G O D's wrath and damnation *“ 

Ther. How miſerable then is man ! 


A. In himfelf he is miſerable beyond expreſſion. 


But a conviction of this miſery is the beginning of 


all happineſs. The valley of Achor ts a door of hope +. 
Ther. Explain yourſelf, Aſpaſio. You ſeem to deal 
very much in the incomprehenſibles. 

- Aſp. Such a conviction would demonſtrate the ab/c- 
late inſeſſiciency of all human attainments, and all hu- 
man endeavours, to re life and ſalvation.— For, 
in caſe we could every jot and tittle of the 


divine law, offend in no inſtance, fall ſhort in no de- 


gree, perſevere tothe very end ; yet this would be no 
more than our preſent bounden duty. Not the leaſt 
pittance of merit could ariſe from all this. Much leſs 


could this be ſufficient toexpiateoriginal guilt, orremove 


the dreadful entail of the primitive all-deſtroying fin. 
This, therefore, would moſteffectually preclude every 
falſe confidence, and ſueep away, at one ſtroke, every 


refuge of lies}. It would lay us under an immediate, in- 
I am furpriſed to ſee a learned author attempting to ſbeath 


the fling of this awful denunciation; attempting to prove, chat 
the words © do not ſignify G O D's eternal wrath, and the dam- 


** nation of hell.” —I ſhall take no pains to confute what he is 
pleaſed to advance. I leave the queſtion in the reader's own 
breaſt. Let him diſcover, if he can, a different meaning in the 
fentence.” Unleſs he has a pretty ſhrewd knack at /ophiftry, 
I am perſuaded, ke will find it a difficult matter to give any other 
tolerable turm to the paſſage Surely it muſÞ be a reproach to 
our venerable mother, if ſhe delivers her doctrine in language 
fo ſallaciaut, as muſt neceſſarily miſlead the generality of her 
ſons; or in terms ſo ab/iru/e, as even a good underſtanding can- 
not develop, without ſome proficiency in critical legerdemain. 
+ Hol. it. 15. Achor ſignifies trouble. 


t I. zxzvili- 17. WA 
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diſpenſable, and happy neceſſity, of betaking ourſelves 
to CHRIST. I fay happy neceſſity; becauſe then we 
ſhould know, by experience, what each part of our 
LORD's awful yet tender declaration meaneth; O 
Iſrael ! thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf ; but in ME 1s thy 
help *.— We ſhould then find, that as fin and miſery 
have abounded through the frit Adam, mercy and 
grace have much more .abounded through the ſecond. 
For, if we were ruined by a crime which we commit- 
ted not, we are recovered by a righteouſneſs which 
we performed not: A nghteouſneſs infinitely ſurpaſ- 
ſing whatever we could have acquired; even though 
our nature had been tranſmitted to us, free from any 
depravity, and exempt from all guilt. | 
Ther. In your opinion then, and according to your 
ſcheme, ſalue and a regimen are better: han a found con- 
ſtitution. | 
Aſp. No, Theron. My. opinion is, that none can 
think himſelf aggrieved, or have any reaſon to com- 
plain, at that grand and beneficent regulation, which ſut- 
ters the g/immering taper to be obſcured or extinguiſſied, 
but heds abroad the boundleſs and majeſtic beams of 
day. And if any companion be made between the 
moſt perfect human obedience, and the everlaſting di- 
vine righteouſneſs of CHRIS J, it ſhould be taken 
from the glimmering taper and the meridian ſun. 
Ther. 1 cannot perſuade myſelf to admire ſuch my- 
ſerious and unaccountable notiens. They muſt puz- 
ale ſome, will offend others; but cannot edify any. 
Aſp. This point, That we all died in Adam; were 
undone by his apoſtaſy; cannot puzz/c the ſimpleſt, if 
unprejudiced mind. Nor will it end any but the 
proud philoſopher, or che ſelf-righteous moraliſt. And I 
aſſure you, 1 ſhould not mention it, much lels inſiſt 
upon it, did it not ſubſerve, and in à very ſingular 
manner, the purpoſes of edification. - The doctrine of 
+ REDEEMER * and dying in our ſtead, is 


xiii. 9. 


| — — in the fifth chapter to the 
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the very hinge ind centre of all evangelical revels- 


tions; is the very life and ſoul ot all evangehical bleſ- 
fings. This doctrine is not a little illuſtrated, and 
comes „ recommended, by the itnputation of 
Adam's 

Cuntrarler, you know, caſt Bght u 1 and ſet off 
each other. Winter and its ſevere told, mike f pring 


and its chearing warmth more fenfibly perceived, and 
more highly pleaſing. Such an tfluence has the pre- 


ſent ſubject, Lich re to the vicarious obedience of 
our MEDIA TOR. The more clearly we fee the reality 

of the firſt, the more thoroughty we ſhall diſcern the 
1 the ercellenqy, the tory of the laſt. The more 
we are humbled under 4 cbnviction of the former, 
the more we thalt covet, or "this tote we ſhall triumph 


it, the enjoyment of the latter. Ide apoſtle draws a 


long parallel, or rather forms a ſtrong contraſt between 
. He ſpeaks 

ouſly of Adam's guilt, imputed to all mankind for 
corttemation and death; that he may ſpeak the more 
acceptably, the more charmingly of CHRIS Ts righ- 
tcouſneſs, imputed to all believes for juftification AF 
life. In that dart ground, he 225 knew, this faifeſt 


lovelieft flower of Fritten pears with gecullar 
© beauty ky of 


beauty ; indeed with 
wiſdom, and adorable beni 
Ther. It really ſectns to me 4 "td geo that 
one man's rightedtifnefs fhoulck be rade another“. 
Can one man hve by the ſoul of another? or be learn- 
ed by the learning of another? Good Aae, 755 


conſummate 


attempt to maintain ſuch palpable abſteditics. 


will expoſe Chriſtiatlity to he ſcorrt of inſidels. 
| WF If infldels ſcoff at this comfortable truth, their 
will be, like all their other cavits, not the voice 


of ee but the andur of prejudite. ' 


My fiend's objection infinuatts, what we Meter af- 
fert, that the f#nce of this rightetuufneſs i is transfuſed 
into believers : which would doubtleſs be in _ > 


—— 
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poſſible, as it is in theory abſurd. — But this we difas 
vow, as ſtrenuouſly as you can oppoſe. The REDEEM- 
ER's righteouſnefs is made ours, not by :n/ufion, but 
by imputation. The very terms we uſe, may acquit us 
from ſuch a ridiculous charge; as imputation ſignifies 
« a placing to the account of one, what is done by 
© another.” Accordingly we believe, that the effence 
of this righteouſneſs abides in CHRIST, but is pla- 
ced to our account ; that CHRIST, and CHRIST 
alone, actually performed it; that CHRIST, and 
CHRIST alone, perſonally poſſeſſes it; but that per- 
forming it in our ſtead, and poſſeſſing it as gur cove- 
nant-head, G O D imputes it to us, - GOD accepts 
us for it, — accepts us as mygeh, as if we had, on our 
own behalf and in our own perfons, ſeverally fulfil- 
led it. renin 
Though one man cannot live, be actuated with a 
principle of life, by the ſoul of another ; yet you muſt 
allow, that one man, nay, that many men may hve, 
be continued in the poſſeſſion of life, for the righteouf- 
neſs of another. Or elſe you muſt do, what I am ſure 
you abhor ;—you muſt charge with abſurdity and im- 
poſſibility, even the declaration of the DEITY; / 
I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then will I 
ſpare all the place FOR THEIR SAKES *. * 
Ther. Not all your refinements can reconcile. me to 
this uncouth notion. The practice is unexampled, and 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with the rules of d:/tributive 
juftice. de _"_ 
Aſp. Ah! my Theron, if we ſeek an example of 
6 O D's unbounded goodneſs amongſt the puny pro- 
ceedings of men, we thall be led into the moſt egre- 
gious miſapprehenſions. To meaſure one of the ſparks 
on your ring, and fancy we have taken the dimenfion 
of the A/ps or the Andes, would be, in compariſon of 
this error, a ſmall miſtake. Since between a_ brilliant 
ſpeck, and a range of mountains, there is ſome pro- 
* Gen. xvill. 26, g 
M 4 portion ; 


1824 THERON AND ABPASIO. 


rtion ; but between human beneficence, and this 
3 bounty, there cannot poſſibly be any. How- 
ever, the all- condeſcending CREATOR has been 
pleaſed, ſo to diſpenſe his infinitely-rich grace, that 
we may find, though nothing parallel, nothing corre- 
ſpondent, yet ſome fant ſhadow of its manner, a- 
mong the affairs of mankind ; ſomething that may 
perhaps give us ſuch an idea of the ſtupendous ſub- 
Ject, as 2 g/ow-worm would give of the ſun's ſplendor, 
in caſe a perſon had never beheld that magnificent lu- 
minary.— This remark I muſt entreat you to recollect, 


whenever I attempt to elucidate the myſteries of the 


goſpel, by the occurrences of common life. 

When your worthy miniſter was diſabled, by a rheu- 
matic diſorder, from attending on the buſineſs of his 
function, ſeveral of the neighbouring clergy gave him 
their aſſiſtance. Was he not, by this vicarious per- 
formance of his office, entitled to all the profits of his 
living ?—lt ſeems therefore not ſo unexampled a thing, 
For one perſon to a& in another's ſtead. And when a 


ſervice is thus diſcharged by the proxy, the benefit 


may, according to the received maxims of mankind, 
- accrue to the principal, Did not Fehu's deſcendents, 
even to the fourth generation *, reap the advantage 
of their great grandfather's zeal? Does not the Dute 
2 * ** enjoy the honours and rewards, won by the 
word of a victorious anceſtor And may not the 
whole world of believers, with equal, with far greater 
Juſtice, receive life and ſalvation, on account of their 
all-deſerving SAVIOUR? Eſpecially ſince he and 
they are one myſtical body; repreſented as ſuch in 
ſcripture, and conſidered as ſuch by GO D. 

No, ſay you: this is contrary to the rules of diſ- 
tributive juſtice. —What is your idea of a S U RET! 
How was the affair ſtated, and how were matters ne- 

tiated, with relation to your generous acquaintance 
BLlands; He, you know, was bound for an unfor- 
tunate brother, who lately ſtepped aſide. 


* 2 Kings x. 30. | Ther. 
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Ther. The debt, by his brother's abſconding, de- 
volved upon Philander. He was reſponſible for all, 
and * to pay the whole ſum. * * 
Aſp. Was not his payment as ſati factory to the cre- 
ditor, as if it had been paid in the debtor's own per- 
ſon, by the debtor's own hand? 

Ther. Certainly. | L 

Aſp. Was not the debtor, by this vicarious payment, 
releaſed from all fear of proſecution, and acquitted from 
any future demand on this ſcore ? 

Ther. He was. | —_ * 

Apply this inſtance to the redemption of ſin- 


ners by FESUS CHRIST; who is, in the facred 


writings, expreſsly ſtyled a SU RETT *.—lIf Philan- 
der's act was deemed, in the eſtimation of law, the 
act of his brother; if the deed of the former was im- 
puted, in point of advantage, entirely to the latter ; 
why ſhould not the fame effects take place, with re- 
gard to the divine bondſman, and poor inſolvent ſin- 
ners? Why ſhould that be exploded in our ſyſtems of 


_ divinity, which is univerſally admitted in our courts 


of juſtice 

her. Obedience and righteouſneſs are, in the na- 
ture of thethings themſelves, perſonal qualities, and only 
ſo. Every man is that only (and can be nothing elſe) 


which he is in himſelf. 


Aſp. Righteouſneſs, as dwe/ling in us, is undoubted- 
ly a perſonal quality; and obedience, as performed by 
us, comes under the ſame denomination. But does 
this ſuperſede the neceſſity, or deſtroy the exiſtence of 
imputed righteouſneſs ?—Your firſt propoſition is am- 
biguous. Let it ſpeak diſtinctly; add inherent to your 
righteouſneſs ; and the ſenſe becomes determinate, but 
the argument falls to the ground. 

Every man is that only (and can be nothing elſe) 
„ which he is in himſelf.” —If I had never ſeen the 
Bible, 1 ſhould have yielded my ready aſſent to this 


'* Heb. vi. 22. 


propoſition. 


: 
? 
| 
: 
| 
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propoſition. But, when I open the Old Teſtament 
and find it written by the prophet, In the LORD 
Hall all the houſe of "Iſrael be juſtified * ; when I turn 
to the New Tefſtartiedt, and hear the apoſtte ſaying, 
Te are complete in HTM, who is the head of all principa- 
lities and powers f; I cannot concur with Theron, with- 
out contradicting revelation.—//rael, or the true be- 
Bever, is ſaid to be juſtiſied; and the foundation of 
this wound is declared to be, not in hiniſelf, but in 
the LORD. The Clean are ſaid to be complete; 
which, we are very certain, they were not in themn- 
ſelves; and are expreſsly aſſured, they were ſo in 
CHRIST —Hexce it appears quite contrary to my 
friend's aſſertion, that finners both have and are that 
in CHRIST, which they neither have nor are in 
themſelves. They have, by imputation, @ righteouſneſs 
in CHRIST; they are, by is imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, complete before GOD. 

believe, your miſtake proceeds from neglecting to 
diſtinguiſh between ixHERENT and iMrutED —We nc- 
ver ſuppoſe, that a profane perſon is devout, or an in- 
temperate perſon ſober. This is :nherent righteoufneſs. 
- But we maintain, that the profane and intemperate, 
being convinced of their iniquity, and betaking them- 
ſelves to the all-ſafficient SAVIOUR for redemp- 
tion, are intereſted in the merit both of his life and of 
his death. This is imputed righteouſneſs —We farther 
affirm, that though really abominable in themſelves, 
they are fully accepted by GOD, for his beloved 
SON's fake. This is juftrfcation through imputed 
righteouſneſss. | x 
However ſtrange this may ſeem, it is no precarious 
or unwarrantable opinion, but the clear and poſitive 
declaration of . ſcripture. He ju/tifeth, he abfolves 
from guilt, he treats as een, Upright, 
obedient, finleſs creatures; This were nothing extra- 


” 


1 ” 


* If. xly, 25. 8 I Col. ij. 10. 
* ordinary 
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this. juſtification, hel- tuldattes to Rim 


feultic to! de got overs, be 


L FREUEN 


. 6rffrizry—Ns; bilt he Allet the an ge + that believe 
" inthe LORD FESU'S; imputing e 


his righ- 
teoufneſs to thetn 
Ther. 1 ſee tio deciſion for fuck nice intiors, and 


metaphyſical ſubtilties, itt plain popular divinity. Hard 


8 5 Ind abftroſe notions may te the! head, but 
ſeldom improve the heart. 

4%. Why theh do Jon oblige us 46 make ale 6f 
chef? If ſome people twiſt entaagle the feins, it 
behoves others t bY erg of the embarraſſgent, and 
re plate them in t eit due of der. Many Writers, 24 45 
ort an artful deftgti, or through a Rf E inadver- 
tence, have jumbled and confounded theſe two very 
different ideas. Hence they Have ſtarted Seton to to 
our doctrine, which, the motfient ye intfocuce this 
obvious diſtinckion, Vaniſh into air. fall into a 
miſtake of their o, and then e 1 abſurdity 
upon others. 5 8 

am no more bond 910 hard terms, and abſtruſe no- 
tions, than my Theran, Neither can An dnia tlie er 
before us ſo abſtruſe a notion. I am very certain, 


are capable of comprehending much higher and RN 
reinements. Therefore I muſt once again entreat you 


to remember the very material diffetence between mhe- 


rent and imputed righteouſneſs. The former is the eſ- 


ſence of ſanctiſication; the latter is the ground of juſti- 
fication. By this, we are reſtored to the Fur of 
GOD; by that, we are made meet for his heaven! 

kingdoni. - Let this diſtinction, which. is ecaſy, rd 


iz ſcriptural, whick is important, take place; „ and we 


may for the future diſmiſs what 3 you call, the metaphy- 


ſical fubtilties. Our Aifagretient Will ceaſe, and our 
opinions tally. 


Der. I queſtion that, 171 There « are Wu dit- 


ore I can digeſt fo etude an 


TRY IA we are juſtified by the too ee of 
CHRIST. 


# Rom. iv. 5. 


—— 2 — — - ” * 
——ͤ—ͤ—ͤ— —— — — — — 2 


—_ 
— 


—— ar — peat 
— » — K — —ͤ I 


=> =o — 


an we coul 


the underſtanding, luck Actetable con 


388 THERON any. ASPASIO. 


CHRIST, then the righteouſneſs which en man- 
kind i is alread wrought out. | 
4 And this you take to be 2 moſt enormous falſe- 
hood. Whereas, I look upon it as a moſt delightful 
truth.—The righteouſneſs whieh juſtifies ſinful man, 
Was ſel on foot, When G PD ſent forth his S ON from 
the habitation of his Holineſs and glory, to be born of a 
"woman, andmade ſubject to the law.—lt was carried on, 


through the whole courſe of our SAVIOUR's life; 


in which he always did ſuch things, as were pleaſing 
to his heavenly F A THE R. It was completed at that 


ever-memorable, that F ene period of time, when the 
bo 


bleſſed EMMANDU wed his dying head; and 
cried, with a ſtron; g triumphant voice, IT 1s FINISHED. 
Tf the; julifing? righteouſneſs was to be wrou * 8 
neyer be truly and fully juſt 
death; till our warfare is accompliſhed, and our "af 


act of obedience exerted. —But how uncomfortable is 
ſuch a notion! How miſerable would it render our 


lives! And how directly does it run counter to the de- 


termination of the apoltle, Te ARE juſtified * / 


» Ther. Soothed then with this pleaſing g ſurmiſe, may 
208 the ſibertine ſay to his ſoul : Soul, take thine 


«eaſe in the moſt indolent ſecurity. All my | carnal 


<c appetites, indulge yourſelves without gelt. Con- 
<< ſcience, be under no ſolicitude to live ſoberly, righ- 
« teouſly, and godlily. For the work is done ; all done 


1 to my hands. I am like ſome fortunate heir, whoſe 


Rs. have been ſucceſsfully induſtrious ; and 
ve left nothing to exerciſe the diligence of their 
40 ſurviving ſon, 5 only to poſſeſs the inheritance, 
e and live on labours not his own.“ 

Aſp. The libertine, who only ſpeculates or diſputes, 


a indeed abuſe the dorine "of grace. But the be- 


liever, who feels the of ce, will improve it to 


better purpoſes. rmer only fluctuates in 
8 may 


1 Cor. vi. 11. 
. enſue. 
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enſue. Where the latter operates on the heart, it will 
always produce very different effects. Such a perſon, 


from fuch a faith, will be no more inclined to inactivity 


or licentiouſneſs, than our buſy humming companions 


are inclined, by this bright ſunſhine and all thoſe ex- 


panded bloſſoms, to /eep away their hours in the hive. 


And you may as ſoon expect to ſee theſe colonies of the 


ſpring, ſwarming in December, clinging to an icicle, or 
difperſing themſelves to gather honey on the ſnow ; as - 
to ſee a truly-gracious man, who is dead to fn, living any 


longer therein xv. Whoever, therefore, ſo ſham 

ts, ſo ſweet and glorious a doctrine, is a witn 
againſt himſelf, that he has neither lot nor portion in 
the ineſtimable privilege. If an animal ſuck poiſon 


from the moſt wholefome Herbs, we are fure, from that 


infallible indication, it is the vile ſpider, or ſome en- 
venomed inſect, not the valuable and induſtrious bee. 
Ther. Truly, Apaſio, I know not how to call that doc- 
trine fweet, much leſs can I recommend itas wholeſome, 
which renders repentance, perſonal reformation, and in- 
herent rectitude, necdleſt. And if your tenet is once re- 
ceived, all theſe duties may fairly be diſmiſſed. So that 
if the thing was poſſible, yet it would be pernicious. 
Aſp. The prophet was of another mind: They ſhall 
look on him whom they hade prerced, and mourn +. Sinners 
hall look, by faith, to their crucified LORD ; ſhall 
ſee him faſtened with nails to the curſed tree; ſee him 
ſtabbed to the heart by the bloody ſpear. And remem- 
bering, that this was the puniſhment due to their pro- 
vocations ; believing, that, by this puniſhment, they are 


freed from all penal ſufferings, and entitled to all ſpi- 


ritual bleſſings; they ſhall not be tempted to tranſgreſs, 
but incited to mourn ; not play the profligate, but act 


the penitent.—The apoſtle exactly agrees with the pro- 


phet ; and both are diametrically oppoſite to my friend; 


The goodneſs, the tranſcendent ard amazing goodneſs 


* Rom. vi, 2. + Zech. Xl. to. * 
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of GOD our SAV IQU R, inſtead of diverting from, 


leadeth to repentance *. 


Far from obſtructing, it powerfully promotes, per- 


ſonal reformation, For thus faith that all-wiſe BEING, 
who intimately knows our frame, and diſcerns what is 


moſt effectual to work upon our minds; The grace 4 
GOD, which bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared; teach- 


ing us, that, denying all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we 
Id lire ſoberly, righteauſly, and godlily in this preſent 
epi] world +. Grace, you obſerve, even that gloriouſly- 
free grace, which bringeth ſalvation to unworthy crea- 
tures, is à difſuaſive of all vice, and an encourage- 
ment to every virtue. . 
As to mbherent refitude, how can that be rendered 
needlefs by imputed 8 Is health render - 


ed inſignificant, - b abundance of our riches ? 


Does eaſe become ſuperfluous, through the beauty of 
our appard ?—Holineſs is the health of our ſouls, and 
the ea/e of our minds. _ Whereas, ungovernable paſ- 
ſions create Keener anguiſh, than a brood of vipers 
gnawing our boſoms, rdinate deſires are a more in- 
tolerable nuiſance, than ſwarms of locuſts infeſting our 
abodes. To regulate hoſe, and to reſtrain theſe, can 
never be needleſs, till comfort and ſorrow change their 
ies; till the diabolical nature becomes equally 
e with the divine. 

Ther. The believer, indeed, out of mere genexoſity, 
may, if he pleaſe, add works of rightcouſneſs of his 
own. - But his main intereſt is ſecure without them. 

Aſp. Rather, Theron, he muſt out of duty, he wil 
out of and from the new diſpoſition of his 
nature he cannat but, add to his faith works of righ- 
teouſneſs. res | 

How runs the heavenly edict, in this caſe made and 
provided? I will, that they who 1 in GOD, be 
careful to maintain good warks 1.— How beats the pulſe of 

| a 


* Rom. ii, 4. + Tit. ii. 11. 12. 
$ Tit. iti. 8. The original word 4552s has a beauty and 
0 5 
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a believing ſoul? You may feel it, in that ly Fe 
nerous demand, made by the P/a/mi/t : What Hall J 
render unto the LO RD for all the benefits that he: hath 
done unto me X? A eful heart wants not the goad, 
but is a ſpur to itſelf —How leans the bias of his na- 
ture? He is new-born; created in CHRIST. FESU $ 


unto good works +; his delight is in the law of the 


LORD j. And whatever is our ſupreme, delight, we 


are ſure to proſecute, and proſecute with ardour. Ve 
cannot but ſpeak the things which we have ſeen and. 
heard ||, was the profeſſion of the apoſtles ; and, if 


applied to practical godlineſs, is the experience of the 


Chriſtian. 


Nor can his main intereſt be ſecure without à holy 


obedience. Becauſe the Judge of . the world, at the 


day of eternal retribution, will declare to the workers 
of iniquity; I never knew you ; depart from me +: Be- 


cauſe holineſs, though not the cauſe of our admat- 
tance to the beatific viſion, is fo neceſſary a qualifica- 


tion, that without it no man ſhall fee the LORD =. 


Without it, there is no acceſs to heaven, neither could 
there be any enjoyment in heaven. 


Ther. Pray, recollect yourſelf, fe. Accordin 
to the tenor of your own Mluftration, the neceſſity o 


an energy, which, I believe, it is impoſſible for our langnage 
to preſerve, by any literal tranſlation. It implies, that a belie- 


ver ſhould not only be exerciſed in, but eminent for, all 


works; ſhould /bew others the way, and o//ſfrip them in the | 


honourable race; be both a pattern, and a patron of univerſal 

godlinefs. 
Pal. exvi. 12. + Eph. . 1o. f Pal. i. 2. 
Cannot but — This is an 


8 at ſpectacles of miſery; as the benevolent heart cannot 
ut dilate with pleaſure, at the fight of a brother's happineſs; 
ſo the new creature in CM RIS T cannot but defore to glority 
and dali ght to obey, the ever-blefſed' GOD. 
+ Matt. vii. 23. ++ Heb. xii. 14. 
N Pe Von al 


» 


| expreſſion uſed by the apoſtles, 
Azts iv. 20. It deſoribes the genuine and habitual propenſity 
of their neu nature. As the compaſſionate bowels cannot but 


1 
4 
l 


192 THERON any ASPASIO. 


perſonal obedience is evidently vacated. For how can 
the law demand a debt of the principal, which has 
been fully diſcharged by the ſurety ? 
" Aſp. The debt of penal ſuffering, and the debt of 
ect obedience, are fully diſcharged by our divine 
SURETY:: fo that we are no longer under a neceſſity 
of obeying, in order to obtain an exemption from 
t, or to lay the foundation for our final ac- 
ceptance. We are nevertheleſs en „by many other 
obligations, to walk in all dutiful and conſcientious 
regard to the law. Becauſe—this is the moſt authentic 
proof of our love to the gracious REDEEMER; 
If ye love me, keep my commandments * :—This is a com- 
fortable evidence of our umon with that exalted head; 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth 
forth much fruit + :—This is alſo the moſt effectual me- 
thod of adorning our profeſſion, of magnifying its 
Author, and of winning our neighbours to embrace 
the goſpel ; Let your light, the light of your exempla- 
ry converſation, not only appear, but Hine before men; 
that they, ſeeing your good works, may think honourably 
of your religion |; may glorify your FAT HER which 
is in heaven; and ſay, with thoſe proſelytes mentioned 
by the prophet, We will go with you. 

Do wve then make void the law, through the imputed 
righteouſneſs of our LORD? No, verily : but 
if gratitude to our dying SAVIOUR have any 
conſtraining influence; if a concern for qur own com- 
fort have any perſuaſive energy; if there be any thing 
inviting, any thing defirable in the proſpect of ho- 
nouring G OD, and edifying man,—we eſtabliſh the 
law. By all theſe generous, manly, endearing mo- 
tives, we enforce its precepts, and provide for its ob- 
ſervance. . 

* John xiv. 15. + John xv. 5. 

t M-4th. v. 16. Therefore, by our LORD in this place, 
and by St. Paul in his Epiſtle to Titus, good works are called 
Kara pity graceful, beauteous, ornamental. Th 

ers 
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Ther. Should we admit this doctrine, mankind 


could no longer be conſidered as in themſelves, and 
ſolely in themſelves accountable creatures. Nor would 
the future judgment be an equitable diſtribution of re- 
wards and puniſhments; but only GO D's awful and 
uncontrollable execution of his own arbitrary and ir- 
reverſible decrees. - 

| Afb: I have never been accuſtomed to conſider man- 
kind, under the goſpel- diſpenſation, as accountable 
ſlely in themſelves : becauſe, in this comfortable and 


benign ſcheme, a MEDIATOR intervenes; under- 


takes to anſwer for his people; and bears the chafi/e- 
ment of their peace. Were we accountable ſolely in our- 
ſelves, CHRIST, as our. great HIGH PRIEST, 
would be ſet aſide; and his ſacrifice, as a propitiation 
tor fin, be of none effect. 

Why may not the future judgment be an equitable 
diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments? If thoſe 
who reject the atonement of the dying FESUS, 
and refuſe to depend on his conſummate righteouſneſs, 
ae left to ſtand or fall according to the iſſue of their 
own obedience; if believers, on the other hand, are 
accepted through their moſt meritorious RED EE M- 
ER; but rewarded with higher or inferior degrees of 
felicity, in proportion to the ſanctity of their nature, 
and uſefulneſs of their lives: I ſee nothing arbitrary 
in this procedure; but an admirable mixture of juſt 
ſeyerity, and free goodneſs; on thoſe who reject the 
atonement, ju/? ſeverity to thoſe who rely on thor , 
SAVIOUR, free goodneſs... - 

Ther. The obedience of CHRIST was wholly due 
for himſelf; and therefore could not merit for another, 

2 A bold aſſertion this! Whoever can mak< it 

good, will infallibly overthrow my opinion; and, at 
the ſame time, deſtroy all my hopes, But ſurely, 
Theron, it is not your real ſentiment. 

Could it then be matter of duty in the eternal SON, 
to be born of a woman; and in the LORD of lords, 

Vol. Il. No 8. N to 
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ſervant. For ſuch is the acknowledged character of 
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to become the ſervant of all? Could it be matter of 
duty in the KIN G of glory, to embrace the infamy 
of the croſs; and in the PRINCE of life, to pour 
out his ſoul unto death ?—If all. this was matter of 
duty, the ever bleſſed FE SU $ (how ſhall I ſpeak it? 
who can believe it?) was no better than an unprofitable 


every one who does no more than is his duty to do *, 

Ther. Not fo faſt, not quite ſo vehement, my friend. 
Remember what the {cripture affirms. C H N [IST is 
ſaid to receive a commandment, and be ſubject to the 
law: both which expreſſions evidently imply duty. 

- Aſp. In order to accompliſh our redemption, the 
50 1 of G OD ſubmitted himſelf to the authority of 
the law, and became obedient to its pr But 
this was his own ſpontaneous act; the matter of his 
free choice; to which he lay under no manner or ob- 
ligation, till he engaged to be our Surety. 

Being in the form ef G O D, he was Lord of che law; 
and no more ſubject to its commands, than obnoxious Il * 


to its curſe. Nevertheleſs he took upon him the form of 


a ſervant ; and was made under the law. Wherefore! ry 


That he might obtain everlaſting life and glory for him- f. 


ſelf? No; but that he mi ht redeem thoſe who were un- e. 


| der the loro f. From which it appears, that both his % 


engagement and his obedience were, not for himſelf, lot 
but for his people. Therefore the prophet cries out, “ 
with holy exultation, To us @ Child is born; to us a Sm 
is given] His incarnate ftate and human nature, oeh 


together with all that he did and ſuſfered in both, I dr. 


were for us; 2 on our account, theſe refer. 4 
red to our advantage the 

Let us conſider this, and be amazed, and be charm- Lye 
ed. The great univerfal I. OR D vouchfafes to pay Nh 


* Luke xvii. 10. + Gal, iv. 5. Le 


+ J. ix. 6. Eft præterea Ae ſingularis in voce nobis. My; th 
Significat id, quod omnes ſentiunt, noſtro bono ct commodo 1 
nat um efſe hunc Puerum Imperatorem. VITRIN C. in loc. 


univerſa 
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univerſal obedience! What condeſcenſion was here 
He vouchſafes to pay it, for us men, and -for our re- 
demption ! What goodneſs was this ! 

Ther. Before we indulge the devotional ſtrain, we 
ſhould take care that our devotion is founded on ra- 
tional principles; otherwiſe it may prove, like the flaſh 
of a ſky. rocket, tranſient and momentary. 

Aſp. For this, I think, there is a ſolid foundation 
in reaſon, as well as ſeripture. As ſoon as the man 
CHRIST FESUS was united to the ſecond perſon 
of the TRINITY, he muſt have, by virtue of that 
union, an unqueſtionable right to everlaſting life and 
glory. Therefore he could be under no neceſſity of 
obeying, in order to procure-either honour or happi- 
— for himſelf. But all that he JR in con- 
formity to the preceptive part of the law, he per- 
formed under the character of a public perſon ; in the 
place, and for the benefit of his ſpiritual feed ; that 
they might be intereſted in it, and juſtified by it. 

Per. Be it ſo: the believer is — in CHRIST's 
righteouſneſs.— Pray, is he intereſted in all, or only in 
part If in all, then every believer is equally righ- 
teous, and equally to be rewarded. Which is con 
to an allowed maxim, That there will be different al- 
otments of happineſs in the heavenly world.—If in 
fart only, how will you aſcertain the degree? what 
proportion belongs to this perſon, and what to the 
other Either way, your ſcheme 1 is W I em- 
barraſſed. 

Ap. The reply to my Theron's inquiry is eaſy; and 
the embarraſſment he mentions, is but imaginary.— 
Lyery true believer is intereſted in all CHRIST's 
nghteouſneſs ; in the whole merit of his ſpotleſs na- 
ure, of his perfect obedience, and expiatory death. 

Leſs than the whole would be unavailable. Where- 
a the whole renders us completely juſtified. 

You are a great admirer of . Theron, and 


duſt undoubtedly remember che very peculiar ſtruc- 
2 ture 
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ture of the ear. Other parts of the body are pro- 
greſſive in their growth. Their bulk is proportioned 
to the infantile, or manly age. But the organs of 
hearing, I have been informed, are preciſely of the 
ſame ſize, in the feeble infant, and the confirmed 
adult Juſtification likewiſe, being abſolutely necei- 
fary to a ſtate of acceptance with GO D, is, in every 
ſtage of the Chriſtian courſe, and even in the ſirſt 
dawn of ſincere faith, complete. With regard to the 
exi/tence of the privilege, there is no difference * in 
the babes, the young men, the fathers in CHRIST. 
The perception, the aſſurance, the comfortable enjoyment 
of che mercy, may increaſe ; but the mercy itſelf is 
iacapable of augmentation. 

The various advances in fanctification account for 
the various degrees of future glory; and not account 
for them only, but render them entirely reaſonable, 
and, according to our apprehenſion of things, una- 
voidallle.—As to ſettling the proportion, we may ſafely 
leave that to the ſupreme ARBITRATOR. He, 
who meteth out the heavens with a ſpan, and ſetteth a | 
compaſs upon the face of the deep, cannot be at a loſs to | 
this particular. . 

Ther. The organs of hearing, though not 3 
are very nearly, of the fame bulk, in the babe and the 
man. hey acquire, from advancing years, ſcarce 
any thing more than an increaſe of ſolidity. So that 
1 A no objection to your illuſtration, but to your 


doctrine. 5 
8 To the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks one of our moſt celebrated p 
divines; as great an adept in ſacred literature, as ages have pro- þ 
duccd. — All are juſtified alike ; the truth of faith juſtifying, hi 
ic not the meaſure. Juſtification therefore is the ſame in all be 
chat believe; though their belief be in different degrees al 
% So, once in the wilderneſs, all gathered not manna in the w 
« ſame mcaſure ; yet, when all came to meaſure, they had al Y 


6 alike; none above an omer, none under.” 
| LiGnTFoorT, vol. II. p. 1052, 


| 


DIALOGUE v. 199 


If CHRIST has done all, and we are entitled to 
his whole merits only by believing ;” to be ſaved, muſt 
be the ea/reft thing in the world. Whereas the Bible 
repreſents Chriſtianity, as a race and a warfare, a ſtate 
of conflict and a courſe of ſtriving.—In good truth, 

| Aſpa/io, you prophely pleaſing things. Divinity is not 

- your profeſſion; or elſe, I ſhould number you among; 

7 the ſmooth, emollient, downy doctors.” For, accord- 

t ing to the articles of your creed, there is no more dif- 

e ficulty in ſecuring heaven, than in riſing from our ſeat. 

n Aſp. A ſpeculative aſſent to all the principles of re- 

8 ligion is, I acknowledge, a very eaſy matter. It may, 

it it muſt exiſt, where-ever there is a tolerable capacity 

Is for reaſoning, and a due attention to evidence:—This 
notional faith forced its way into the breaſt of Simon 

Ir the ſorcerer *; and extorted a confeſſion from the dy- 

at ing lips of Julian + the apoſtate. Irreſiſtible as the 

e, ſtroke of lightning, terrible alſo as its fiery glare, it 

a- flaſhes conviction into the very devils. Even thoſe ex- 

ly ccrable ſpirits believe and tremble}. R 

* But the faith, which, far from reſting in ſpecula- 

4 tion, exalts the deſires, regulates the pailions, and re- 

to fines the whole converſation the faith which, ac- 

cording to the expreſſive language of ſcripture, purifies 
ly, the heart, overcomes the world, and ſets the affettions on 


rce Acts viii. 13. 


bat + It is related in eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, that when the Empe- 
ror Julian was ſetting out upon his Parthian. expedition, he 
Fu threatened to perſecute the Chriſtians with the utmoſt ſeverity, 
as ſoon as he returned victorious. Upon this occafion, Liba- 
nius the rhetorician aſked one of them with an inſulting air; 
ated hat the carpenter's ſon was doing, while ſuch a florm hung over 
pro- his followers ? The carpenter's fon, replied the Chriſtian, ig ma- 
ing, 4ing a coffin for your Emperor.-—The event proved the anſwer to 
n WW be: prophetic. For in an engagement with the enemy, that roy- 


res. al but wretched apoſtate was mortally wounded ; and cried, 

be with his expiring breath, Viciſti, O Galilee ! I am vanquiſhed; 

d all 0 Galilean! thy right hand hath the pre-eminence ! 20 
Jam. ii. 19. 

052: | N 3 | things 
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things above ;—this truly noble and triumphant fai th 
is no ſuch eaſy acquiſition. This is the gift of an in- 
finite BENEFACTOR; the work of a divine 
AGENT: called, therefore, by way of ſuperemi- 
nent diſtinction, faith of the operation if GOD *; be- 
cauſe G OD himſelt, by the effectual working of his 
hty power, produces it in the human foul. 
we exerciſe of this faith, I would not compare to 
an active gentleman, ring from his ſeat 5 but rather 
to a ſhipwrecked mariner, labouring to gain {ome place 
of ſafety.—He eſpies a large rock, which rears its head 
above the boiſterous flood. To this he bears away, 
and to this he approaches; but whirling winds, and 
daſhing waves, drive him back to an unhappy diſtance. 
—Exerting all his ſtrength, he advances nearer ſtill ; 
and attempts to climb the deſirable eminence. When 
a ſweeping ſurge in ſes, and drenches him again 
in the rolling deep. By determined efforts, he reco- 
vers the ſpace he had loſt. Now he faſtens on the 
cliff, and has almoſt eſcaped the danger. But there 
is ſuch a numbneſs in his limbs, that he cannot main- 
tain his hold; and ſuch an impetuous ſwell in the o- 
cean, that he is once more diſlodged, and plunged a- 
freſh into the raging billows.—What can he do? His 
life, his precious life, is at take. He muſt renew, ſtill 
renew, and never intermit his endeavours .— Neither 
let him abandon himſelf to defj The MASTER 
ſees him, amidſt all his aich ei Let him cry ear- 
neſtly, LORD, ſave me, I periſb and HE, who 
commandeth the winds and —. waves, will be ſure to 
put forth his beneficent hand, and reſcue him from the 
devouring 8 
8 ſo painful, fo afſiduous are the 
axis of faith, 3 reſt go ceful ſe- 
* opt the Reck of Ages, CHRIST JESUS. 
Of this you may, ſome time or other, be aſſured, not 
only from my lips, but from your awn. experience. 
Col. ii. 12. 
Ther. 
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Ther. What may happen in ſcme future period ot 
time, is beyond my power to foreſee. At preſent, 1 
am apt to think, we muſt put a ſtop to the theologi- 
cal lecture. Don't you remember our engagement 
with Altincus ? and you will own, that punctuality in 
performing our promiſes, is at leaſt a moral virtue, if 
it be not a Chriſtian grace. 


4; bribe l h.. Cf. fh dc 
DIALOGUE VL 


SPASIO's affairs called him to London. He 
ſtaid in town a few days: but as ſoon as buſineſs 
was finiſhed, he quitted the city, and baſtened to his, 
friend's country: ſcat. Upon his arrival, he found ſome 
agreeable company, that came on purpoſe to ſpend the 
evening with the family. This incident prevented the 
immediate proſecution of their ſubject.— As the next 
morning proved miſty, and unfit for walking abroad, 
Theron invited Aſpaſio to pals an hour in his /udy. 

It was ſituate at the extremity of a large gallery : 
which, while it conducted the feet to a repoſitory of 
learning, interpoſed between the car, and all the dii- 
turbance of domeſtic affairs: ſo that you are accommo- 
dated with every thing that may regale a ſtudious mind; 
and incommoded with nothing that may interrupt a ſe- 
date attention.—4/pafio readily conſented to the propo- 
fal ; but defired, ſirſt, to take a turn in this beautiful c- 
long, and divert himſelf with the decorations of the place. 


Aſp. A very ſhort ſurvey, Theron, is ſufficient to 
diſcover the correctneſs of your judgment, and the 
true delicacy of your taſte. Here are no mpertinent 
and frivolous exhibitions of romantic tales, or poetic 
ſtories. Here are no — — of imagery, that 
tend to corrupt a chaſte, ori e a wanton fancy. 
On the contrary, I am preſented with a collection of 

N 4 maps 
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maps, accurately drawn by the moſt able hands; and 
with ſeveral remarkable tranſactions of antiquity, moſt 
eloquently told in the language of the pencil.—You 
have happily hit that grand point, which the gentle- 
man of refinement, as well as the author of genius, 
thould ever keep in view, —the union of the beneficial 
with the de/1ghtful *. = | 

Ther. Indeed, my Aſpa/io, I have often been diſap- 
pointed, ſometimes even ſhocked, in the gardens, the 
porticoes, and the, walks of ſome modern virtue. 
Their portraits and ſtatues are little elſe,” but an aſſem- 
blage of elaborate trilles. Jxion ſtretched upon the 
wheel, or Phaeton precipitated from the chariot. Apc//s 
ſtringing his lyre, or Jupiter (I beg his ſupreme high- 
neſs's pardon, for not giving him the precedence in 
my catalogue) beſtriding his eagle, and balancing his 
bolts.—Pray, where is the advantage of being intro- 
duced to this fabulous tribe of gentry? What noble 


idea can they awaken, or what valuable imprefſion 
leave upon the mind? The beſt we can ſay of ſuch 


performances, is, that they are limning and ſculpture 
expenſively thrown away. | 

. This celebrated trumpery one can bear with, how- 
ever. But, when the painting and ſculpture, inſtead 
of cultivating virtue, and improving our morals, are 
calculated to be the very bane of both,—will you- call 
this an elegant entertainment? No: tis a nuance ; 


*tis a peſt.— In the ſatues, I grant, every dimple ſinks, 


and every muſcle ſwells, with the exacteſt propriety. 
The countenance is animated with life, and the limbs 
are ready to ſtart into motion, —The picture, I am ſen- 
fible, is as highly finiſhed as the effigy ; the diſtribu- 
tions of light and ſhade moſt artfully adjuſted ; the di- 
minutions of the perſpective true to nicety ; nor can 


any thing exceed the eaſy flow of the robe, unleſs it 


be the graceful attitude, and almoſt-ſpeaking aſpect, 
of the principal figure. —But is this ma/ter!; execution 
vonne tulit punftum, qui miſcuit utile dulci. Hor. | 


an 
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an equivalent for the moſt malignant effects? for ſul- 
lying the purity of my Fs and poiſoning the 
powers of my imagination? 

Is it an indication of the owner's judicious taſte, to 
prefer regularity of features in the hammered block, 
before orderly and harmonious affections in his own | 
breaſt? Does it beſpeak a refined diſpoſition, or a be- 
nevalent temper, to be ſo extravagantly enamoured 
with the touches of a laſcivious pencil, as to expoſe 
them in the moſt frequented paſſages, and obtrude 
them on every unwary gueſt !—Surely, this can create 
no very advantageous opinion of a gentleman's ntel- 
lectual diſcernment. Much leſs can it raiſe an amiable 
idea of his moral character *. On ſuch occaſions, 1 
am ſtrongly tempted to ſuſpect, that real honour is a 
ſtranger, where common decency + is wanting. 

As for the artiſt, one can hardly forbear execrating 
his hateful folly, who could proſtitute ſuch ſine talents 
to ſuch infamous purpoſes.—Deteited be the chifel ! 
that teaches, though with inimitable dexterity, the 
cold obdurate marble to enkindle diſſolute affections. — 
Abhorred be the pencil! that makes no other uſe of 
the moſt lovely colours, than to pollute the canvaſs, 
and inſnare the ſpectator. 

It is argued, I know, that many of thoſe pieces are 
the completeſt models extant.— An everlaſting reproach 
this to the art ; but'no apology for the — 
Since the more nicely hey are executed, the more 


* 'Tis pity, but the advice of Cicero, that great maſter of e- 
legant taſte, and polite manners, was received as a flandard'of 
regulation, by all our connoitfleurs in the fine arts. In primis 
provideat ne ornamenta ædium atque hortorum vitium aligued 
_ indicent ineſſe moribus. De 6 
g + A 1 W 2 groſs indelicacies of this 

ind, at the ſeat of a perſon o — acu 
I believe, too juſtly) ſaid, 8 NY oy. 


His paintings are the gibbet of his name. 


202 THERON AND ASPASIO. 
miſchievous * is their influence. It ſtrikes the ſurer, 


and ſinks the deeper. It dreſſes deſtruction g2y, and 


paves with beauty the way to ruin. | 
It is my chief ambition, A/þa/ic, to have all my de- 


corations ſo circumſtanced, that the beholder may 


learn ſome valuable lefſon in morality, or be reminded of 
ſome important event in hiſtory ; may find, even in the 


hope it will not be thought improper, I wiſh it was en- 
tirely needleſs, to animadvert upon a practice, which is, not 
only a reproach to our Chriſtian profeſſion, but an inſult upon 
national decorum : the practice of expoſing to public view, and 
offering to public ſale, ſuch ſhameful prints, as are fitted only 
to awaken licentions deſires, and cheriſh the moſt profligate 
diſpoſitions, 

Such ſpectacles are a ſpecies of the rankeff poiſon. And can 
the poiſon be leſs pernicious, becauſe it is received at the eye, 
inſtead of paſſing through the lips? becauſe it tends more im- 
mediately to debauch the morals, and but remotely to deſtroy 
the conſtitution No wonder, ſo many of our youths are cor- 
rupted, and ſo many robberies committed, while ſuch ſcenes 
of pictured lewdneſs are ſuffered to inflame them with luſt, and 
habituate them to impudence. : 

Another very indecent cuſtom has unaccountably ſtole its 


way into ſeveral performances of genius and elegance. Ihe 


cuſtom, I mean, of repreſenting the mujes, the graces, and 
other romantic perſonages, in the form of beautiful ladies, 
partly, it not entirely, naked. Tis true, here are no looſe 
adventures; no immodeſt geſtures; nay more, the artiſt ex- 


preſſes hit own, and conſults your modeſty, by preſenting you 


with a poſition in profile, by the intervention of a foliage, or 
the lappet of a robe.—But let me aſk the ingenious operator, 
If he would, chuſe to introduce his wife or his daughter, in 
Fuch a manner, to public company: ls he ſtartled at the que- 
ſtion? is he ſhocked at the thought? Then let him reflect, and 
let others conſider, whether that can be graceful or allowable 
eb 1 275 which would be brutal and unſufferable in common 


Sac rates (who, before his application to philoſophy, practi- 


ſied as a ſtatuary) could not but bluſh at this abuſe of his art; and, 
being to form a repreſentation of the graces, he repreſented 

them properly habited. | 
ſeenes 
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ſcenes of his amuſement, ſomething to eſtabliſh his 
virtue, or cnlarge his knowledge. 

I frequently entertain my eldeſt ſon, who is reading 
the Greek and Latin hiſtorians, with an explanation of 
my principal drawings ; that he may behold in colour- 
ing, what he has peruſed in narrative. At this in- 
ſtant, the youth happened to make his appearance; 
paying his reſpects to Aſpaſio, and dutifully ſaluting 

is father. At juſt recurs to my memory, ſaid Theron, 
that ſome neceſſary affairs of the family require my at: 
tendance for a few minutes. Will you excuſe my ab- 
2 good Aſpaſio; and permit my fon to ſupply my 

mesr::4 
e You will very much oblige me, by leaving me ſuch 
2 companion. And come, my dear Sir, addreſſing 
himſelt to Eugenio, as I know you are a lover of learn- 
ing, what think you of diverting qurſelves with theſe 
agreeable books? which give us their inſtructive leſ- 
ſons, not in puzzling languages, but in pleaſing co- 
lours.—Eugeno ſpoke his conſent, and expreſſed his 
modeſty, by a becoming bluſh, while Apa pro- 
ceeded— | 


Ap. This is a ſtriking picture indeed! Hills piled on 

hills form a moſt aſtoniſhing proſpect. What horrible 
magnificence reigns amidſt thoſe wild and ſhaggy rocks 
Nature ſeems to have deſigned them for the boundaries 
of the world. Yet thoſe daring troops are attempt- 
ing to paſs the prodigious barrier. Who are they, 
Eugenio, andwhom ſhall we call their leader? 

Lex. This, Sir, is the famous Hannibal, heading and 
encouraging his army in the paſſage of the A/ps. The 
ſons of Africa ſeem to ſhiver wi e as they tra- 
3 thoſe frozen regions, and march among the 

Ouds. ä | 

Aſp. "Tis the very ſame. Some, you obſerve, climb, 
with exceſlive toil, the ſteep and craggy cliffs. Others, 
with far greater diſſiculty, deſcend IT 

vities 
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declivities of ice; expoſed, all the while, to the ar- 


rows of the mountaineers. Some, endeavouring to 
avoid the ſhowers of ſteel, flip with their feet, and 
tumble headlong down the vaſt projecting promonto- 
ries. See! from what a height they are falling ! car- 
riages and their drivers, the horſe and his rider! and 
at what a diſtance ſtill, from the ſtony abyſs below! 
Some he, with. cloſed eyelids, and ghaſtly features, 
daſhed to death at the very bottom. Others, writhing 
with the torture of mangled limbs, and broken bones, 
lift up an agonizing look to their comrades. —Their 
_ comrades, inſenſible of a brother's miſcry, and whol- 
ly intent upon their own preſervation, hang frightful- 
ly ſuſpended on the edges of the precipice. The preci- 
pice ſeems to totter as they cling; and the alarmed 
ſpectator expects, every moment, a hidcous downfal. 
—Are you not ſtartled at the view, Eugenie, and in 
pain for the hardy adventurers ? ce 

Eug. I am, Sir. And I wonder, how they will ex- 
tricate themſelves from thefe perilous circumſtances. | 
have read in Lig, that they cut their way through the 
rocks, after they had ſoftened them with vinegar. But 


is this probable ? how could they procure a ſufficient - 


quantity, amidſt thoſe deſolate mountains? 


Aſp. I believe, their reſolution and their perſeverance 


were the vinegar. Theſe open a road-through rocks. 
Theſe, under the conduct of prudence, and the favour 
of heaven *, ſurmount all obſtacles. Influenced by 
e theſe, 


* Under the favour of hæeauen.—I cannot but wiſh, that the 
relator of Lord Anſon's voyage round the world, had anticipated 
Aſpaſio's remark ; had made ſome grateful acknowledgments to 
an interpoſing PROVIDENCE, in that maiculine, nervous, 
noble narrative: A narrative of ſuch fignal deliverances, fo 
critically timed, and ſo ſurpriſingly circumſtanced, as, in the 
courſe of one expedition, are ſcarcely to be parallelled. 

I am- perſuaded, it would have been no diſparagement of 
the great commander, and his gallant officers, to have it 12 
; * ully 
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theſe, the ſurvivors preſs boldly on ; and are deter- 
mined to vanquiſh the horrors of nature, as a prelude 
to their victory over the forces of Rome. Let theſe, 
reſolution and perſeverance I mean, be the companions 
of my Euzenio's youthful ſtudies, and they will enable 
him alſo to conquer difliculties,—even all the difficul- 
ties which lie in his way, 

What is our next draught? At each end we have a a 
group of living figures. All the intermediate ſpace 
is an extenſive tract of land, © diverſified only by ra- 
pid rivers, horrid deſerts, and mountainous ridges ; 
with here and there a few ſavage natives, in uncouth 
drefles, and formidable arms. It is more like a map, 
than a picturer And the moſt remarkable beauty is, 
the aereal perſpoctive; which puts a very agreeable cheat 
upon our eyes; cauſing us to behold, on an ell of can- 
vals, the ſpace of many hundreds of miles. 

- Eug. This repreſents the retreat of the ten_thouſand 
Greeks. Firſt we behold them in the plains of Media ; 
at an immenſe diſtance from their native country; 
without guides; without proviſion; and, what is the 
moſt deſperate calamity of all, deprived of their ableſt 
ofhcers by treachery and murder. Well may they 
look dejected. How have I pitied them, as 1 read 
their ſtory | abhorred the perſidy of their enemies, and 


fully recognized, on ſome very unexpected, yet moſt advantage- 
ous turn of affairs, THIS yaTa GOD DoE Neither could 
it have detracted from the merit of the brave ſailors, to have 
confeſſed, on many hazardous emergencies, that all their re- 
ſolution, all their addreſs, and the exertion of their utmoſt a- 
bilities, had been only [oft /abiur, without the remarkable co-ope- 
ration of divine goodneſs.— And I am apprehenſive, that it 
muſt conſiderably diminiſh the delight ot many readers, to ob- 
ſerve the bleſſed AUTHOR of all theſe mercies paſſed by 
unnoticed, unacknowledged, and without any ſhare of the 
praiſe, | ; N 
The ſarcaſm on Pope Adrian and his exploits, I fear, would 
de too proper on this occaſion, Hie DEU S nihil fæcit. 
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withed them all ſucceſs in their hazardous enterpriſe ! 

Aſp. Don't you perceive, their drooping ſpirits be- 
gin to revive, and ſome gleam of hope diffaſes itſelf 
through their countenances, while they liſten to the 
eloquent Xenophon? hy ſtands conſpicuous in the midſt, 
haranguing his ſoldiers, and rouſing their courage. 
But, ah! what 2 vaſt extent of unknown chmes 
maſt they traverſe, with a numerous and victorious 
army, haraſſing them in flank, or hanging upon 
their rear? What fatigues muſt they ſuſtain, what 
hardſhips endure, before they arrive at their wiſh- 
ed-for home ? — Home / Fired by the enchanting 
name, and animated by their brave philoſophic leader, 
they refolve to puſh their way through all the- ex- 
tremes of peril and of pain. To ſcatter, with their little 
band, the encircling millions of barbarians, is the 
ſmalleſt of their achievements. They croſs rivers, 
they ſcale rocks, whoſe flippery == 6 and craggy 
ſummits, are lined with oppoſing nations. They wade 
through deſerts of ſnow ; and paſs over inhoſpitable 
mountains, the far more dreaded abodes of deſolation, 
drought, and famine. They encounter the keenneſs of 
the northern ſtorm, and all the rigour of the moſt ma- 
lignant feaſons.—As ſome of theſe articles are incapable 
of n pencil, the artiſt remits us 
to the hiſtorian; and has contented himſelf with 
marking out the moſt diſtinguiſhed ſtages of this me- 
morable expedition. Only we view the courageous 
itinerants, once again, on a pretty lofty eminence. 
There they appear, not with their former dejection, 
but in all the tranſports of joy. 

Eug. This, Sir, is the mountain Tecqua. From 
whence they had the firſt view of the ſea, and the firſt 
dawn of fatety. There they embrace one another, 
and extol their commanders, eſpecially the noble Te- 
n:phon ; whole hiſtory gives me great delight, and his 
manly yet benign , ſtrangely attracts my eſteem. 


willing 


under ſuch a general, I could have been 
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Willing to take my ſhare in all the toil, and all the ha- 
zards of the expedition. | 
Aſp. Would my Eugenio? Then I will Iſt him un- 
der a Captain unſpeakably more accompliſhed and be- 
neficent. Young as you are, you ſhall, from this hour, 
commence a ſoldier and a traveller. A foldrer, to fight 
againſt fin, and every temptation. A traveller, to paſs 
through the wilderneſs of this world, unto the land 
of everlaſting reſt. Though your enemies may be nu- 
merous, and your journey tedious, yet faint not, nei- 
ther be diſcouraged. The LORD of heaven is your 
guide, and heaven itfelf thall be your exceeding great 
reward. When you arrive at thoſe happy abodes, 
your delight will infinitely ſurpaſs all that the Greciaus 
felt on Tecqua, when their raviſhed eyes beheld, and 
their tongues with ecſtaſy ſhouted, The ſea / the ſea / 
The ſcene of yonder picture, I would venture to af- 
firm, lies among the ancient Feros. 
Eug. How can you tell this, Sir, at ſuch a diſtance ? 
Aſp. By the fringes in the borders of their garments, 
and on each fringe @ riband of blue —G O D-almighty 
commanded the Jews, to obſerve this peculiarity 
in their habit *; that, their very cloaths, being different 
from the apparel of their Heathen neighbours, might 


* One would wonder, how the eus can ſo tenacionſly adhere 


to their law, and yet ſo apparently neglect its precepts. Where 
are the ſons of Abraham, who obſerve this expreſs and poſitive 
command of JEHOV AH ? Though this indeed might be 


obeyed, yet many of the Mo/aical injunctions are rendered, and 


by nothing leſs than the diſpenfations of providence, _— 
impracticable. Is not this therefore a moſt inconteſtable proof, 
—a proof, not inven:ed by the arts of ſophiſtry, but written 
dy the finger of the ALMIGHT Y himſelf, —thar the Zzga! 
, ordinances are aboliſhed, in order to make way for a better 
diſpenſation ? When the avenues are become inacceffible, the 
houſe untenantable, and the principal apartments irreparably 
decayed ; is not this the, moſt cogent admonition to the inhabi- 
rants, that they betake themſelves to ſome new and more com- 
modious reſidence ?—See Numb, xv. 38. 


admoniſh 
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admoniſh them not to be conformed to their idolatrous 


worſhip and licentious manners.,—This, as well as ev 

other divine command, our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST moſt exactly obeyed. Therefore we are 
told by the evangelical hiſtorian, that the diſeaſed wo- 


man, 0% touched but the bem f his garment, was 1e- - 


ſtared to health, Hem it is in our Engliſh Bibles. But, 


if you conſult that moſt excellent of all books, the 
Greek Teſtament, you will find, that the organs word 
might more properly be rendered fringe K. However, 

let us paſs from the drapery to the — "a 
Eug . Here we ſee David in one of the moſt threat- 
ening exigencies of his whole life. Saul, more like a 
blood-hound than a king, purſues the belt of ſons, and 
the moſt valuable of ſubjects. - He has extended the 
wings ot his very ſuperior army, in order to ſurround 

+the injured hero, and his handful of aſſociates. 

5 Aſp. 

Matth. ix. 20. Regeste, 


. To this, or ſome ſuch incident, may be applied a paſſage 
of the p/alms, which, in our tranſlation, is very obſcure ; has 
. ſcarce any ſenſe, or, if any, a very unjuſtifiable one. Wherefore 
- JJbould TI fear in the days of evil, when" the wickedneſs of my heels 
compaſſeth me round about ? Pal. xlix. 5 —Wherefore ? The 
reaſon is very apparent. When wickedneſs cleaves to a perſon's 
heels, or habitually attends his goings, it raiſes an army of 
terrors. It unſheaths the ſword of divine vengeance, and le- 
vels at his guilty head every threatening in the book of GOD. 

Surely then another tranſlation ſhould be given to the words, 
and a different turn to the ſenſe ! And another tranſlation 
the words will bear; a different ſenſe the connection demands. 
I/oerefore ſbould J fare when wickedneſs compaſſeth me about at 
my heels ? 'T his is a fine ſpirited interrogation, This implies a 
great and edifying truth. From this alſo the verſe appears, not 
only with propriety, but with beauty. I hen wickedneſs, or 
the malicious attempts of wicked men—tompaſs me about, ſur- 
round me, threaten me on every fide, —nay, when they are at 
my very heels, juſt upon the point to ſeize, overwhelm, and 
cruſh me; ſo that the danger — both inevitable and immi- 
neat :—yet even then, having GO D's almighty power and in- 


violable faithfulneſs * my son, whereſore ſbould I be a- 


larmed ? 


| 
| 
L 
< 
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Ap. This is the moſt animated, and, I think, the 
molt maſteriy performance, that has hitherto come un- 
der our notice. Conſternation and doubt agitate their 
looks. Shall they ſurrender themſelves, as fo many 
tame victims, to a tyrant's fury; or ſhall they cut their 
way to ſafety, aud the hearts of countrymen, 
friends, and brothers; Dreadful dilemma — While 


they are debating, the purſuers are cloſing upon them. 


A few, à few minutes more, muſt decide their fate.— 


But who 1s the perſon that e rr juſt at this cri- 


tical juncture? 
Eug. It is a meſſenger from the principal inhabitents 


of Judea. He comes breathleſs and trembling, amaze- 


ment in his face, and duſt upon his head. An in- 
« valion!” he cries, —“ An invaſion ! The Phileſtines 
have poured themſelves upon our frontiers — Ihe 
„ Philiſtines are over- running the land * 

Aſp. Upon the receipt of tis news, ſee ! what ve- 


xation reddens in the diſappointed monarch's aſpect! | 


What anger 2 in his eye! At the ſame time, 


what pale reflections on his country's danger, mangle. 


themſelves with the 2 paſſions, and almoſt quench 
is cheeks. Shall the vulture 


relinquiſh his prey, _ when it hes fluttering under. 
lis talons ? Galling thought“. But his kingdom is at 
ſtake. If he does not immediately advance to repel. 


the flame enkindling 


the enemy, his all, his all is loſt. Burning therefore 
with indignation, yet chilled with fear, he turns, haſty 
though reluctant, away +. — Are you not charmed, 


Eugemo, with this deſcription. of tumultuous and con- 
larmed! Alarmed | No; confiding in ſuch a ſafeguard, I will 


bid defiance to my enemies, and bid adieu to my fears. 

This event is related, 1 Sam. xXiti. 25. Cc. And it is 
one of the moſt extraordinary inſtances of a divine interpoſal, 
at the very eriſis of need, that any hiſtory has recorded. 

t — bun, 
Thu Homer expreſſes the contrariety of paſſions, that nn 
operate, at the ſame time, in the ſame breaſt. 
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trary paſſions, which afford the fineſt ſubject for hi- 
Voric painting, and areſohappily expreſſed in this piece? 
> Indeed, Sir, I am fhocked, rather than charm- 
ed. The very looks of that revengetul monarch fill 
me with horror. What muſt he ſuffer in his mind, who 
diſcovers ſuch rage and angnith in his features! I would 
not have his furious temper, for all his royal power. 

Ajp. Then, my dear Lugenio, you muſt endeavour 
to ſuppreſs every emotion of envy and malevolence. 
You muſt cheriſh a cordial good-will to all men; and 
tearn to rejoice in their excellencies and happineſs, as 
well as in your 6w1n. Envy is the worm that gnaws, en- 
vy is the fo ury that embroils, his wretched heart. And 
an author, with whom you will ere long be acquainted, 
has aſſured us, 


Invidia Siculi non invenere tyranni 
Tormentum majus.. Hon. 


The next is 2 kind of nigh piece. Stars are in the 
tky, and the new moon rides on T. of the he- 
miſphere; which affords juſt light enough to diſtin- 
guiſh Objects. — This is a perfect contraſt to the forego- 
ing. We ſee no conflict of jarring paſſions. But the 


principal perſon appears ſedate and compoſed, as the 


night that ſurrounds him. He ſtands on the bank of 


a — thoughtful and — 1 ; as though he was 
or executing, ſome important proj 

ome L. This 4 is Cyrus the Great My ans pes 
banks of the Bubbrater'; ; not far from Babylon. He 
points with his ſceptre, and is 
army. The directions are, to through the channel 
ot the river, (which i is drained of its water), in order 
to ſurpriſe the city. 

Aſp. This is 2 prince of very ſuperior dignity ; * 
honoured inſtrument of executin "JE HOVAH*s 
counſels, He was foretold by the prophet Iſaiah, 
and even mentioned by name *, more than two 


* II. Xliv. 28. XIV. 1. 


hundred 


ing directions to his 
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hundred years before his birth. Let us with him pro- 
ſperity. For he goes to humble the pride of Babylon, 
and releaſe the captivity of {/rae/.—See: with what 
regular movements, and what calm alacrity, his troops 
advance. Silence ſeems to eſcort them; while, under 
covert of the ſhades, and with providence at their 
head, they march along a road, never before trodden 
by the foot of man.— The ſoldiers of the garriſon have 
abandoned their ſtation on the wall, to join in the diſ- 
ſolute indulgence of this fatal night. The inhabitants, 
lixe many a heedleſs ſinner, are lulled in indolence, 
and dreaming of pleaſures, even on the very brink of 
ruin. | | 
Eug. Why are thoſe brazen gates which lead to the 
river, placed in ſuch a diſtinguiſhed point of view ? 
They {ſtrike my eye more, | think, than all the monu- 
ments of art and deur, which adorn that ſuperb 
city. And let me er alk, whether the painter has 
not offended againſt probability, in ſuffering them to 
ſtand wide open? On the approach of ſo formidable 
an adverſary, I ſhould expect to have found them ſhut 
with all poſſible ſecurity. 

Aſp. ln this particular, the painter has ſhewed his 
judgment, and not forgotten his piety. GOD had 
devoted that haughty and oppreſſive metropolis to de- 
ſtruction. And you will perceive, from this circum- 
ſtance, how wonderfully he over-rules all events, for 
the accompliſhment of his ſacred purpoſe:. Had thoſe 


ponderous gates been ſhut *, the city had continued 
umpregnabhte,, 


See this very momentous, though ſcemingly-inconfider- 
able circumſtance, finely illuſtrated by Mr Rollin, and com- 
pared with a remarkable prophecy in 1/aiah. Ancient Hift. vol. 
II. p. 144. 153-—A work, in which the moſt entertaining 
and inffruftive events of antiquity are regularly digeſted, ele- 
gantly related, and ſtripped of thoſe minuter incidents, which 
make the ſtory move flow, and are apt to fatigue the attention. 
—Conciſe, but judicious obſervations are interſperſed ;- which 
may teach young minds, to —_ a right judgment of things, 
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impregnable, and the whole enterpriſe been defeated. 
But, through ſome accidental forgetfulneſs, occaſion- 
ed by the diſorders of this riotous ſolemnity, or rather 
by a very nal inter peſition of divine vengeance, they 
are left open, and afford an eaſy entrance to ſlaughter 
and death ; which ruſh upon the unhappy creatures, 
all funk in ſleep, or overcharged with wine, as a con- 
cealed ſnare, in ſome dreadtul unexpected moment 
ſprings up, and inextricably entangles the unwary 
bird, —Was I to inſcribe this picture with a motto, I 
would chuſe the apoſtle's admonition, BE $ostr: B 
VIGILANT- 


* 


Who is this, with his length of hair * flowing up- 


and not be miſled, by the plauſibility of popular notions, or 
rhe partiality of prejudiced hiitorians.——Many very diſtinguiſh- 
ed predictions of ſcripture, arc explained and confirmed 
correſpondent facts, from the moſt authentic memoirs of claſ- 
tical literature. Indeed, a perpetual regard to the elucidation 
and honour of the ſacred oracles, runs through and ennobles 
the whole performance. — Which method, if not ſtrictl 
conformable to the rules of hiſtorical compoſition, is a tranſ- 
22 of the mgreatly to their advantage. It may be faid to re- 
emble the golden branch, celebrated by Virgil. and plucked dy his 


hero: whoſe growth, though a departure from the uſual Jaws 


of vegeration, was far from-depretiating the value of the etre. 
Though I admire the whole, I am charmed with the conclu- 

fon. It is, I think, peculiarly pertinent, and inimitably 3 
has a dignity, an elevation, a majeſty, which, ſomewhat like 
the kingdom it deſcribes, is quite unequalled, and little leſs than 
ſtupendous; | 
: - - Tlavietty apſopter, xpucim I üben xoporn, 

I believe it was not cuſtomary with the Romans, eſpecially 
their warriors, to have long flowing hair. This therefore might 
ſeem an offence againſt what the /falians call il coflume, if the 
painter was not ſupported by the authority of Livy ; who, in 
his deſcriptive picture of Scipio, gives us the following 
touches: Species corporis ampla ac magnifica. Præterquam quod 

ſuapte natura multa majeſlas inerat, adarnabat promiſſa cæſaries, 
habit uſgue cerporit, non cultus munditiit, ſed virilis vere ac mi- 


ltaris. | | Lib. VIII. c. 35. 


on 
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on his ſhoulders; with ſuch amplitude of perſonage, ſuch 
magnificence of mien, and noble plainneſs of habit? 
Eug. This is my favourite piece.—My father ſome- 
times ſhews me the heads of the philoſophers ; but 
there is ſomething ſo uninviting and ſevere in Socrates 
and Drogenes, that I could never much admire them.— 
But this, Sir, is Scipio; the thunderbolt of war, as 
Virgil calls him. Here is ſomething fo lovely and en- 
gaging, as well as grand and majeſtic, that I am never 
weary of looking on him. 
Aſp. He appears with a lady of diſtinguiſhed beauty 
in his hand. 
Eug. This is the captive p rinceſs, who had been ta- 
ken in war, who was ſet apart for the general's prize 
— 2 he is now reſtoring to her N huſ: 
n | 
Aſp. You are right, Engenio—He has uſt led in his 
lovely captive, attended by her huſband and parents, 
amidſt a full aſſembly of e and Ceitiberians, the 
victors and the vanquiſhed. His modeſt eyes, you 
obſerve, are rather turned from, than gazing upon, 
the blooming virgin.—Cannot you ſuppoſe, how the 
ſpectators muſt be affected, upon the opening of this 
extraordinary fcene ? Every one beholds the hero with 
admiration, the lady with delight. Every boſom is 
N with expectation, or in pain for the event. After 
ort pauſe, he addreſſes himſelf to the lover, in 
words to this effect: I am no ſtranger to your in- 
« tereſt in this fine woman. The fortune of war has 
put her entirely into my power. The circumſtances 
of my youth cannot render me inſenſible to ſo en- 
<< gaging a perſon. But with us Romans, honour and 
«© generolity have a more prevailing influence than 
< tranſitory gratifications. Take your bride; be hap- 
<« py in each other; and when you look upon this gift, 
„ admire the Romans, be a friend to Rome. Upon 
this he delivers her (as you behold the action here re- 
preſented) to the enamoured prince. 
0 n See 


* 
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See! how the crouds, that cluſter and bang around, 
are ſtruck with the beneficent deed In the Celtiberi- 
ans, we behold a mixture of veneration and ſurpriſe. 
Their looks are full of m - Methinks they are 
going to cry out, Excellent man — In the Romans, we 
diſcern a conſcious ſupenority, and exultation of mind. 
Triumph is in their features; 2 though they would 
fay, This wondrous man 1s ours —In the lady, Ve ad- 


mire the accompliſhed and modeſt fair, uniting all the 
; 3 of her birth with all the delicacy of her ſex. 


ſoft confuſion and what tender joy apppear in 
her countenance ! She is loſt in wonder, and at a loſs 
for words ; ſhe ſpeaks the acknowledgments of 
her heart, the *— eloquence of a tear; which 
ſteals down cheek, to bedew the kind 
hand, that has protected 2 innocence, and is deliver- 
ng her to her lord.—Her lord is under an apparent 
a —_— ſtruggle of love and gratitude. He dotes 
upon his charming princeſs, and he almoſt adores his 
us benefactor. We can hardly tell, whether 
* ing to claſp the former in his arms, or throw 
at the feet of the latter. The aged parents 
— their tranſport in a different manner, Their 
knees are bent to the earth ; their eyes are lifted up 
to heaven; they implore, for their noble guardian, e- 
very blefling that the gods can beſtow.—Scipia him- 
elf diſplays all the magnanimity of the conqueror, 
tempered with the ſedateneſs of the philoſopher, and 
ſoftened with the gentleneſs of the friend. He gives 
happineſs, but he enjoys a greater. His eyes ſparkle 
with a a ſublime delight ; and he ſeems to anticipate the 
applauſe, which this 3 act will gain, in all 
countries and in all 
Eug. Is not this a greater victory than any that he 
had won in the field of battle? and a nobler triumph 
than any that could be voted him by the applauding 
ſenate? Amiable Scipio / Might I be a Ae. I would 


be no other than at 
Aſs. 


„ a i. a6a£ - 
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" Aſp. 1 wiſh you, my dear Sir, the temperance and 
2 of Scipio; but from a better motive than 
is. He, I fear, was too much ſwayed by a ſpirit of 
ambition, which you muſt-endeavour to ſuppyels, ra- 
ther than cheriſſi.— A ſpirit of ambition, which pants 
after diſtinftion, and thirits for applauſe, is diametri- 
cally oppoſite to the genius of the goſpel *.—lt is a 
leſſon which muſt infallibly be unlearned, if ever we 
become poſſeſſors of faith, or partakers of CHRIST 4. 
It is a root of bitterneſs, which naturally produces 
envy j; that moſt odious, and (as you have juſt now 
ſeen) moſt ſelf-tormenting of all tempers.—lt is a ha- 
bit of mind, which generally renders men incendiaries 
in the church, and diſturbers of its tranquillity ||.— 
It is therefore more like an inchanted potion which in- 
ebriates, than a genuine cordial which animates. 

Eug. From what motive then would you encourage 
me, to be diligent in the purſuit of learning, and in 
the cultivation of every virtue | 

Aſp. Not, that you may acquire the poor, contemp- 
tible, periſhing honour, which cometh from men 
but that you may pleaſe GOD, your almighty CRE- 
ATOR ;—that you may glorify CHRIST, your in- 
ſinitely-condeſcending REDEEMER;—that you may 
yourſelf attain what is the true dignity and only felt- 
city of your nature; and may be ſerviceable to the be/? 
zntereſts of your fellow-creatures,—even their preſent 
holineſs, and their eternal happineſs. 

Theſe are the grand and endearing encouragements 
which our holy religion propoſes. Theſe will ope- 
rate, I am bold to aver, with a much ſweeter and a 
far more ſovereign efficacy, than all the glittering en- 
ticements which ambition can deviie. And, what is 
above all other conſiderations weighty, theſe will be 
more likely, or rather theſe will be very certain, to re- 

ceive the divine bleſſing. e 

* Gal. v. 26. John v. 44. r Gal. v. 26. 

3 John 9. 10. | 
O 4 You 


J 
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You told me you was never weary of contempla- 
ting Scipio. For which reaſon, I promiſe myſelf, you 

will not be fatigued or diſpleaſed, though | have fo long 
confined your attention to this portrait. But have 
we no hero of Britain, fit to join this illuſtrious tri- 
umvirate from Rome, Perſia, and Judea? 

Eug. The very next we meet, is one of our Exgliſb 
kings. But 1 cannot ſay, that 1 remember either his 
name, or his ſtory. 

Aſp. How, my young gentleman | Do you read the 
annals of ether nations, and not acquaint yourſelf 
with the affairs of your own country ?—lf I was in your 
place, I would apply myſelf to the claſſical writers by 
way of ſtudy, and to ſome valuable Engliſb hiſtorian 
by way of amuſement. Such an amuſement is in- 
finitely preferable to novels or romantes ; and will not on- 
ly relax 2 attention, but enrich your mind. 
Eug. I thank you, good Sir, for your admonition. 
And, if you pleaſe, I will now begin the ſtudy you 
recommend. Your explanation theſe drawings 

ſhall be the rudiments of my knowledge; and 1 

Hall think it a happineſs, to receive m inſtruc- 
tions from ſo able a maſter. . 

Aſp. It is honour enough for me, Eugenio, to have 
given you the hint. I only point out your game, 
or ſpring the covey ; you be taught by a more ex- 

pert proficient, tomakeit your own. Yet, thoughothers 
may direct : your with greater ſkill, none will rejoice in 
pour ſucceſsful purſuit, more ſincerely than myſelf. 

This is our renowned Henry the Fifth, as he appear- 
ed after the victory of Agincourt. You fee the gallant 
ö clad in ſteel, and recent from the ſlaughter 
of 


e inſulting foe. He ſeems to breathe an heroic 
ardour, which is irradiated and exalted by a lively de- 
votion. If courage can be expreſſed by the pencil, 
that is its genuine likeneſs; keen, yet compoſed ; 
graſping the ſword, yet looking up to a TY 

| | | at, 
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that, a little while ago, drove the battle, like a whirl- 
wind, on the legions of France, now bends a ſupplant 
knee, and offers the euchariſtic hymn, to the LORD 
G OD of hoſts. No turbulent or diſorderly joy riots 
among the ſoldiery. They expreſs not the triumph 
of their hearts, in frantic exultations, or drunken 
revels, but in acts of thankſgiving to JEH OV AH; 
in an attitude, which ſpeaks the devout acknowledg- 
ment of the prophet, Thou art our battle-axe and weapons 
of war *; or the grateful declaration of the pfalmiſt, 
Not untous, O LO RD, not unto us, but unto Thy name 


be the glory f. | ws © 

This laſt inſtance informs my Eugenio, that prayer is 
an honourable employ, — has been practiſed by perſons 
of the moſt admired endowments, is the ſureſt method 
of obtaining ſucceſs, in whatever buſineſs we under- 
take; and of enyoying proſperity, in whatever circutn- 
ſtances we we white. a 5 

The next piece is different from all the preceding. 
In- thoſe, armies with their banners diſplayed, ſhips of 
war riding at anchor, battering engines and inſtru- 
ments of death, form the perſpective. In this, we 
have, all around, a lovely and rural landſcape; ex- 
preſſive of peace, and enriched with plenty. Corn 
and cattle in the valleys; fruitful vineyards on the 
hills; and beautiful gardens ſurrounding the houſes. 
But who is that graceful and auguſt onage, ſeat - 
ed on a ſtately throne of ivory an d? 

Eug. This is Solomon, having an interview with the 
Queen of Sheba. A large train of her attendants 
throng the avenues of the palace: ſome leading fo- 
reign animals; ſome bearing vaſes and caſkets ; all ar- 
rayed in ſtrange apparel. The 1/r-aelites ſtare upon 
their outlandiſh vilitants, their coſtly preſents, and 
peculiar habits. Their viſitants are as much ſurpriſed 


at the walls, the towers, and eſpecially the temple of 
* Jer. li. 20. . +. Pfal. cxv. . | 
Feruſalem, 
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Janſon, But you, Sir, I apprehend, are moſt plea- 
with the venerable perſon who fills the throne. 
Aſp. Indeed I am; and ſo is his royal gueſt. You 
obſerve, m her robe, her retinue, her deportment, an 
unpoliſhed kind of eur. But all in Solomon is ſo 
{plendid, and at the ſame time fo elegant; diſplays 


ſuch a delicacy of taſte, and ſuch. a magnificence of 


ſpirit, that the Sabæan princeſs is perfectly in raptures. 
See! how ſhe ſtands fixed and gazing with ſpeechleſs 
admiration “; like one loſt in aſtoniſhment, and tranſ- 
ported with delight! Her looks ſpeak, what, when 
the recovers the power of utterance, her tongue ex- 

es; It was a true report, that I heard in my own land, 
of thy acts, and of thy wiſdom. Howbeit, I believed not 
the words, until I came, and mine eyes had ſeen : and be- 
Bald the half was not told me : thy wiſdom and proſperity 
exceed the fame which I heard. 

Eug. This is a great compliment. Is it right, Sir, 
to praiſe a man, in ſuch plain terms and ſuch high 
ſtrains, to his very face? Ithink, I have heard Phile- 
nor blame ſuch a 2 as inconſiſtent with refined 
manners; and I have heard my father ſay, No one is 
a better judge of ſine breeding than Philenar. And 
if the moſt agreeable behaviour, added to the moſt 
winning converſation, are what you call jine breeding, 
I am ſure, Philenor is maſter of it to a very great de- 
gree. I love to be in his company, and am never bet- 
1 than to hear him talk. 

f The compliment is high, but it is juſt. It is 
ſtrictly conformable to truth, and proceeds from the 
moſt unaffected ty, If we take what follows in- 
to conſideration, we have a pattern of true po- 
liteneſs ; a propriety and a refinement of addreſs, far 
ſurpaſſing her Majelty's external ſtate. —Happy are thy 


men; happy are theſe thy ſervants ; which ſtand continu- 


This, I apprehend, is the meaning of that remarkably- 
ſtrong expreſſion, uſed by the ſacred hiſtorian ; There was 10 
more ſpirit in ber, 1 Kings x. 5. | 


ally 
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ally before thee, and that hear. thy wiſdom. Inſtead of 
envying, ſhe congratulates the domeſtics of Solomon, 
and rejoices in their ſuperior felicity. This is benevo- 
lence.— Bleſed be the LORD thy GOD, which de- 
lighted in thee, to ſet thee on the throne of Iſrael. Be- 
cauſe the LORD loved Iſrael for ever, therefore made 
he thee king,” to do judgment and juſtice. \ Here the a- 
ſcribes all his royal virtues, and matchleſs accompliſh- 
ments to the bounty of heaven. Though they are ap- 
plauded in the perſon of Solomon, they are recognized 
as the free gift of GOD. This is prety.—When the 
endowments we celebrate, lead us. to magnify, not 
their poſſeſſor, but their author; then the poiſon is 
corrected, and turned into medicine. Praiſe thus cir» 
cumſtanced, loſes its malignity, and is rendered ſa- 
lubrious. | | | 
It pleaſes me to perceive, that you take ſo much no- 
tice of the converſation, which paſſes between your 
worthy father, and his ingenious friends. I promitte 
myſelf, you will alſo remember the maxim, which we 
have now learned from a queen: A queen, whom not 
only the ſacred hiſtorian, but our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST himfelf vouchſafes to mention, and with 
marks of approbation. Whofe name therefore will 
be had in honour, when Semirams and Cleopatra, the 
heroines, and the beauties, are conſigned over to ob- 
livion. The maxim which 1 mean, is this :—There 
muſt be an union of fincerity, of benevolence, and of 
piety, in order to conſtitute true politeneſs. Whoever 
pretends to fine breeding, and is deſtitute of theſe 
qualities, is nothing more than a pretender. He bears 
juſt the ſame proportion to this ornamental character, 

as the ape and the monkey bear to the man. | 
But we have not ſufficiently examined our picture, 
The dome is of cedar ; ſupported by pillars of marble; 
to which are annexed curtains of ſilk and embroidery. 
— The pillars ſhine with the moſt - gloſſy - poliſh, and 
ſwell upon the eye with the boldeſt projections. The 
curtains, 


a” 
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curtains, pendent in and eaſy folds, ſeem not 


adheſive to the canvaſs, but waving in the air.— The 
throne is exquilitely contrived, richly ornamented, 


and highly finiſhed. It is evident, the painter had in 


his eye that remarkable obſervation of ſcripture, There 
was not the like made in any kingdom ; and he has really 


done all which art could devite, .or colours execute, in 


order to exemplify the great encomium. 

- If the monarch was abſent, we ſhould defire no 
better entertainment, than to view the beauties of the 
apartment ; but can hardly allow any attention to the 
edifice, when ſo graceful and ſo grand a preſence be- 


| ſpeaks our re For I muſt own, there appears to 


me ſomethin ' peculiarly excellent in this figure; a 


ſerenity and nity, an Phy any of that martial vl 


which adds a tincture of ferocity to the warrior; 


Jagacity and penetration, not to be equalled b. the 


es of age, yet tranſparent through all the bloom 

— 8 Piety and wiſdem, the love of GOD and 
we {re ce of his SPIRIT, give an elevation to the 
mind, a ſecret charm to the countenance, and ſome- 
thing more than mortal to the whole man. I am apt 
to ſuſpect, Eugenio, that you yourſelf are ready to 
adopt a new favourite; that you now prefer Solomon 
even to Scipio; and had rather be like the © beloved 


< of the LORD,” than the darling of Rome. 


Eug. Ev thin, in Solamon is ſo venerable and hea- 
venly, that I am filled with awe, rather than fired 
with emulation. It is not for a boy to think of imi- 
tating ſuch high perfection! 

Aſp. Why not, my dear Sir? It was GOD who 
gave Solomon his fuperior wiſdom, and exalted accom- 

ents. And GOD is the ſame yeſterday, fe 
and for ever ; as willing to hear, and as able to help 
as he was to hear and bleſs his ſervant So/omon.— 


Nether let your youth be a diſcouragement. Out of 


= mouth of _ babes and facHingss HE ordaineth 
ſtrength, 
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| ſtrength, and perfects praiſe *. Samuel miniſtered in the 
temple, when he was but a child f. Jeſiah, while he 
was yet young, began to ſeek after the GO D of his 
fathers f. Timothy was acquainted with the holy ſcrip- 
ures from his earlieſt years l. And Solomon himſelf 
was none of the oldeſt, when he was favoured with 
that extraordinary viſion, and made that admirable 
choice at Gibeon+: A paſſage of ſcripture which, 1 
dare ſay, you have read; which I would recommend 
to your attentiye conſideration ; - and which I, hope, 
you will take for the model of your conduct —And 


if you, like that illuſtrious young prince, deſire a 


wile and underſtanding heart, more than the affluence 
of wealth, or the diſtinctions of honour ; if you /eet 
wiſdom as falver, and fearch for her as for hid treaſure ; 
then ſball you alſo underſtand the fear of the LO RD, 
and find the knowledge of G OD ++. | 


The next that occurs, preſents us with a view of 


the ea; and a moſt tremendous view it is. 

Eug. This is the voyage related by. the evangeliſt, 
when our LORD failed with his diſciples, and bid 
the ſtorm be ſtill, and made the ocean M. 

45. Then we may truly ſay, A greater than Sol, 
1s here — Give me leave to hint, upon this occaſion, 
that every picture of CHRIST muſt neceſſarily de- 
pretiate his glorious perſon. Therefore you will never 
think, that a few rays beaming round his facred head, 
can properly diſtiaguiſh the SON of GOD, or ex- 
preſs the grace of his offices, and the divinity of his 
nature. It is not to diſplay the perfections of the 
LORD FESUS himſelf, but only to give us an 
idea of one of his works, that the pencil has been em- 
ployed on this grand ſubject. 
Tou will alſo remember, that it was not the main 
ocean, but the lake of Tiberias, on which they failed. 
» Pal. viii. 2. + 1 Sam. ii. 18. 2 Chron. 


xxziv. 3. | 2 Tim. ki. 15. + 1 Kings ij. 5. 6. &c. 
++ Prov. li. 4. 85. | 


However, 


TD. i ee... ns. 
* 


5 They ſhift the tackling ; ligh ten the ſtowage; 
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However, the painter is at liberty to make his ſea as 
as he pleaſes, and his /torm as terrible as he can. 

Accordingly he has collected all the horrors of a tem- 
peſt.—Lightniogs fire the arch above; and thunders, 
could — Ts been painted, would have rocked 
the ground below. Thoſe flaming bolts have ſmitten 
a huge promontory, and tore its rugged brow, See! 

how the rocky fragment is tumbling, with impetuous 
bound, from UF to cliff. Ihe waters, laiked vy fu- 
rious winds, heave and toſs their tumultuous billows. 
Here they riſe in rolling ridges; there they rage in 
devouring whirls —Amidft theſe horrible commotions, 
you behold a veſe! in all the extremity of diftre/+. 

Straining under the blaſt, battered 4 half-over- 
whelmed by the ſurge, ſhe can no longer maintain the 
unequal conflict; ſhe yields to the reſiſtleſs flood; and 
begins, evidently begins to {imk.—Perplexed, amazed, 
and at their wit's end, the diſci este, and fr 


expedient; ' and find. to — inexpreſũbie 
every expedient ineffectual. 
We caſt our eye forward, and their divine MASTER 
ſedately riſing from a gentle ſlumber. He 
— the perplexity and horror of his companions, 
without the leaſt emotion of alarm. He ſees deſtruc- 
tion approaching, heaven and earth mingling, and, 
inſtead of being diſmayed, eneys the elemental war — 
What in ki Ta } . 
titude | what majeſty, ſweetened with compaſſion, in 
his aſpect! ſuch as could ariſe from no other cauſe, 
but a conſcious and undoubted certainty, that not one 
of the company ſhould periſh ; not a hair of their 
head be injured ; and that all this mighty oar of 
nature ſhould end in a demonſtration of is mghtier 


arwge and a confirmation of his diſciples faith. He 


abroad into the mutinous iky, and the turbulent 


deep. He waves, with an authoritative air, his ſacred 
hand; and adds the great PO Ion PEACE: 


Kran HuOamen. 


OUR MN OI 
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BE 811. Do you inquire after the effect ? Let Me 
ton declare it ; 


Confuſion heard his voice, and wild Oey 
Stood ruPd. 


This is expreſſed in another draught ; where all is 
huſhed; the tremendous agitations ceaſe, and the moſt 
profound tranquillity takes place. The water is ſmooth 
as glaſs; we have the picture of a 2 ect calm; and 
view thoſe very perſons, who, a little while ago, were 
in the wildeſt diſtraction, and in the jaws of ruin, 
furrounding ther LORD as men N from the 
dead . Their conſternation is turned into wonder, 


* The circumſtances of this miracle, as related by the cvan- 
geliſts, are truly wonderful, and to the laſt degree pictureſque. 

Maſter ! Maſter ! we periſo! How conciſe, how abrupt, and 
how ardent is this exclamation ! Therefore how firongly figni- 
ficanr of imminent danger, and of the utmoſt diftreſs ! They 
have not time to be explicit, A moment's delay may be fatal. 
What they utter is conciſeneſs itſelf, and all rapidity, Luke vii. 
24.— This is nature; this is the genuine language of the heart; 
this is true hiſtoric painting. Every impartial reader muſt ad- 
mire this exquiſite] Ft and fine ſtroke, far beyond the diffuſe 
and (I had almoſt ſaid impertinently } florid fpeech, which Vir- 
1 = pur into; the mouth of his hero on a like occafion. En. 


n What a majeſty in this command Tis add: 
rable ; tis inimitable ; tis worthy of G0 D.—I think, we 
may obſerve a peculiarly- proper word, addreſſed and | 
to each element, the firſt enjoining a ceſation of the winds, the 
ſecond a quieſcence A the waves; filence in all that roared, 
compoſure in all that raged. As though (to give a ſhort 
phraſe on the grand injunCtion) it had been ſaid, Wi , be 
huſb'd; Waves, be calm, Mark iv. 39. 

The efe# on the diſciples i is deſcribed, with all the force of 
imagination, and all the energy of diction. To repreſent in 
colours, what the evangelical hiſtorian has left upon record, 
would be a ſubject fit for the immortal Raphael ; and perhaps 
not to be equalled even by his maſterly pencil. Aur % © 
 tavlorg thyark 3 ravuator—rauuefo, they were amazed—tuavle, they were 
tranſporred with amazement—er, to the very oft degree— 
n ni, exceeding ali that language can ex Mark vi. 51. 


and 


_ 
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and their pangs of fear into ecſtaſies of joy. They 
acknowledge the omnipotence, and adore the good- 
neſs of FESUS. Kean 

Eig. Well may they acknowledge his omnipotence ; 
ſince winds. and waves obey him. Great reaſon have 
they to adore his goodneſs, ſince he reſcued them from 
the very. jaws of death; that worſt of deaths, periſh- 
ing in the ſtormy deep. | 

Aſp. If FESUSCHRIST had vouchſafed ſuch a 
deliverance to my Eugenio ; what would he have 
thought, or how would he have been affected ? 

Eug. I ſhould have thought myſelf inexpreſſibly ob- 
liged ; and that I could never ſhew ſuffictent gratitude 
to ſo great a BenefaQor, > | 

Aſp. Aſſure yourſelf then, my dear Sir, that he has 
done infinitely more for you :—That he has delivered 
you, not indeed from being ſwallowed up by the ra- 
ging billows, but from ſinking into the pit of ever- 
laſting perdition :—That he has not only reſcued you 
from endleſs deſtruction, but obtained eternal life and 
heavenly , happineſs for you.— This he has done, not 
by ſpeaking a word, or iſſuing a command; but by 
bearing your guilt, ſuffering your puniſhment, and 
dying the death, the moſt ignominious and torment- 
ing death, in your ſtead. —Should yon not then un- 
fergnedly love AIM? ſtudy to pleaſe HIM? and make 
it the reigning endeavour of your life to glorify HIM? 


| * 
Hlere Theron returned, and the young ſtudent with- 
drew, after receiving ſome affectionate and encoura- 


ng compliments from Aſpaſio; who was going to en- 
Ge upon the excellent taſte of his friend, the in- 
ſtructive ſtyle of his pictures, the good ſenſe and great 
proficiency of his ſon. But Theron, far from coveting 
the praiſe, and fully ſatisfied with the conſciouſneſs, 
of acting the becoming part, prevented his diſcourſe, 
by ſtepping to a pair of glaſs folding-doors, which, 
thrown open, admitted them into the fudy. - 4 
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A chimney-piece of grey marble, with plain, but 
bold and protuberant mouldings, formed a very hand- 
ſome appearance.—ln various little niches, were fi ed 
elegant buſts ; and on the ſeveral interſtices, hun ng 
beautiful prints ; repreſenting __ of the moſt emi- 
nently-learned men, who were t 
bleſſings, both of ancient and modern times. The 
ſhelves, all around, were accommodated, not encum- 
bered, with books. A/paſio, running over the letter- 
ed backs, obſerved a collection of the moſt valuable 
authors, in hiſtory and natural philoſophy, in poetry 


and ny 
You will eafily perceive, ſaid Theron, that I am 


ſomewhat c in furniſhing my ſtudy, as well as 
in ornamenting the avenue. My books are nct for 
ſhew, but uſe ; and claim a regard, rather on account 


of their worth, than their "number. — An immenſe 


multitude of volumes, [ have always thought, is more 
likely to embarraſs the attention, than to improve the 


underſtanding. A huge library ſeems to reſemble a 


erty, Ae [a byrmth ; and often bewilders the mind, 


inſtead of leading it expeditiouſly to the acquiſition of 
truth. 2 
When are eager to peruſe a multiplicity of 


writings, it nent] 7 that in reading all, 
they digeſt none *. ey taſte ſome empty and tran- 
ſient amuſement, ollect no ſolid or laſti 
tage. Their mind Me ſomewhat like thoſe capacious 


looking-glafles, which 
moſt — and populous ſtreets of — They 


The author of Night-Thoughts has touched this . 
with great judgment, and equal ſprightlineſs. 
Voracious learning, often over fed, 
Digeſts net into ſenſe the motley meal, — 
Thes forage on other's wiſdom, leaves” O Begun 
Her native farm, her reaſon quite untill d. 113 C 
With mix'd manure ſbe furfeits the rank ſoil,” 
Dung d, but not my ; AT rich to > beggary.. £ 
Vol. II. NO g. 44 | nn 
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1eceive all manner of ſhadowy images, but no ſubſtan- 
tial impreſſion. A thouſand figures paſs through them, 
not one ab:des in them. 

Cur books, replied Aſþafeo, as well as our friends, 
ſhould rather be /eled?, an numerous. For my part, 
I wenld defire no more than two or three of the moſt 
correct and maſterly writers in any ſcience. Theſe a 
PEP of moderate capacity may be able to compre- 

end ; andnot comprehend only, but enrich his memory 
with the choiceſt ſentiments, and make the ſubſtance of 
their works his own, —Hewill, by repetition and fami- 
liar converſe, enter into their ſoirit, and acquire their 
2 While a rambler in readin does little more 
ratify his fancy, without ; his taſte, or 

"Ih 5 505 ed himſelf ; nd eſpied, in 

pon 42 turn an 
p one corner of KA apartment, . the celeſtial and terre- 
ſtrial globes ; in ENTS quien teleſcope ; and 
on the top of a bureau, one or two of the belt micro- 
1. 
Fun inſtrumenta, reſumed Theren, have opened an 
inexhauſtible fund of the fineſt entertainments “. 


They 


9 Gene of abe ah Faden eng oe I think, have 

a nobler piece of furniture for their ſtudies, than the micre- 
ope and the We the orrery and the air-pump. This ap- 
paratus would afford them a moſt delightful and improving a- 
muſement in a folſtaty hour.—Ir wo ſo give chem an op- 
portunity of entertaining their comp, in a truly- elegant 
and v — — It open a fine and ample 
1 r diſplaying the — — 2 
and of GOD the REDEEMER —As the diſcoverics 
made. by | theſe inftraments, are ſo furprifing in themielves, 
and new to the generality of mankind, every edifying hint de- 
duced from ſuch obſervations, would come with a peculiar re- 
commendation.,—This, I am fure, would be a method of re- 
ducing to practice, what the polite hiſtorian has recorded of 
the politer Scipio; 'Flegantifſimo iatervalla negotiorum otic di/- 
punxit. VELL. PaTERC.—And, I believe, it might be a 
happy means of turning the ſoul, to bear a part in that immor- 
tal hymn ; e 9LORD, to reveive glory, and ho- 
nour, 
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They have furniſhed us with new eyer ; and brought | 


up, I may venture to {ay, a new worll into our view. 
They give us a fight of wonders, which may ſeem in- 
credible to the incurious , and were utterly 
unknown to the moſt inquiſitive ſages of antiquity. 
They charm the eye with a diſplay of inimitable beau- 
ties, where nothing worthy of notice was expected. 
They throw the mind into a pleaſing tranſport of ad- 
miration 5 and from the meaneſt, loweſt objects, 
raiſe the molt amiable and exalted ideas of the all glo- 
rious CREATOR. | 
I have often regretted, that ſuch rational and man- 
ly gratifications ſhould be almoſt univerſally ſupplanted 
by the fantaſtical and childiſh amuſements in vogue. 
Why ſhoald not the contemplation of nature's ſur- 
priſing novelties, be as acceptable an entertainment, 
as the ſtale diverſion of quadrille ; be as refined an 
— for a leiſure-hour, as to count the ſpots on a 
pack of cards?—The ladies, I am very fure, might 
find brighter colours, and more delicate ornaments, 
in the robes and head-dreſs of a common fy, than 
ever they found amidft the trinkets of a toy-/bop. And 
was the fair circle of females once acquainted with the 
radiant varniſh and rich ſtuds, which enamel the co- 
ver of a beetles wing, I am apt to think, they would 
view with lefs rapture, with more indifference, per- 
haps; with a becoming diſdain, all the pretty fancies 
e weattiretl | 
A few days ago, when the accomplifhed Manilia fa- 
voured us with a viſit, Iſhewed her, through a magnify- 
ing glaſs, the ſting of a bee, the ſcale of a ſoal, the wingof 
a gnat, and ſome other beautiful mmims of nature, to- 
gether with the powder which adheres to our finger, 
when we touch the body of a moth.— “ Amazing!“ 
cried the young lady. What elegant figures | What 
« inchanting Paery'! _ 
nour, and power ; for thou haſt created all things ; and for thy 
pleaſure they now exift, and were at firſt created, Rev. iv. 11. 
| P 2 — Smalleſt 
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. —Smalleſt lineaments exact, 

In all the liveries dec d of fummer*s pride, 

* With ſpots of gold and purple, azure and green *. 

« How perfect the poliſh, and how high the finiſh- 
ing, of that Bile a / — This e of deſen ſive 
armour, how ſkilfully contrived, and how curiouſ- 

« ly wrought! Here riſing into little ridges, like the 
<« boſſes of à buckler, fitted to injuries. There 
« ſcooped into little cavities, deſigned, I ſuppoſe, to 
 < diminiſh its weight; that the coat of mail may not 
« encumber, even while it defends, the puny wearer. 
„What I took to be a whitiſh deſpicable rag, is the 
« neateſt fan | ever beheld ; mounted on ſticks + ini- 
4 mitably tapering and flender, tinged with all the 
« ſoft and lovely colours of the moſt gloſſy mother of 
pearl. — But what aſtoniſhes me more than all, is 
the view of that coloured duſt, which your inſtru- 
ment has turned into a cluſter of feathers. E- 
very one wrought off with a regularity and a de- 
« licacy, that are beyond the power of deſcription. 
Ihe fineſt ſtroke drawn by the Italian pen, compa- 
% red with the extreme minuteneſs of the ſhaft, is 
* broad and bulky as an admiral's maſt. A ſpeck of 
« leaf-gold, could it be weighed againſt the exquiſite 
« attenuations of the vane j, would ſeem more ſub- 
ſtantial and ponderous than yonder marble flab. 

How nice, even to a prodigy, muſt be the me- 
* chaniſm of the animalcule race") ſee globules, I ſee 
& tides of blood, rolling through mæanders inexprel- 
« fibly finer than the fineſt hair. Stranger ſtill | I ſee 
« whole ſholes of active creatures expatiating in a 
« {ingle drop of water |}; taking their paſtime 2 

I . 66 | 


3 ; ; 5 F | * M11. rer. book vn. | 

"Theſe ficks are the little ribs, which ſupport, at proper in- 
tervals, the fine tranſparent membrane of the wing. 
t Yane is the feathery part of a quill. | 

i In a fingle drop of water, Dr Hcok is ſaid to have diſ- 


covered, 


n « as. m . 


Fa Rees rasa 
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« ſuch a ſcanty canal, as anſtraitened and as much 
at large, as ſoiathan in the abyfles of the ocean, — A 
« whole kingdom of theſe —— thoꝰ collected into 
ea body, are quite undiſcernable by the naked eye. 
« What then muſt be the ſiaeof every indimidual? Yeti 
« eyery individual there is a complete ſyſtem of limbs; 

each endowed with ſpontaneous ne ; all atlem- 
e bled, though not crouded, in a living atom.—1 0 
« reflect upon the texture of veſſels, and the opera- 


tion of organs, ſo complex, jo numerous, yet ſo 


« inconceivably minute; how it awakens admiration! 
« fills me with reverence of the almighty MAKER! 
< and yields a pleaſure, infinitely ſupenor to all the 
„ modiſh ——— of our ſex ;—Your diſcoveries 
of life in mmature, have given me a diſguſt af what 
is c high life, and its folemn fopperics. You 
« have me, Theron, for a faſhionable trifler. 1 
„ ſhall no longer reliſh the dull cecononry of the fan, 
< or the poor parade of the ſnuft-box.” 


Aſp. Have you nothing to ſay of the tele/cope — 19h 


believe, it mult be my province to celebrate this admi- 
Table invention; and I with I could do it, with Man- 
lia's brilliant imagination. —If the microſcope leads us 
downward, to the curious ſecrets of the. — 
creation; the teleſcope bears us upward, to, the grand 
peculiarities of the ſtarry regions. The eye, conduct - 


covered, with his mi 4 ei t millions two hundred and 
eighty thouſand animaicules.——This is mentioned, becauſe it is 
the prevailing philoſophy of the age. Though I muſt confeſs, 
that Mr Gautier ſeems to have gone a conũderable way to- 
wards giving it another turn. As he has proved, before a 
learned aſſembly at Paris, that the vermiculares of Lewenboeck, 
and the living molecule of Mr de Buffon, were only balls of air 
agitated by the fermenting of the ſced. If fo, ic is not impoſſible, 
but Dr Hook's animalcula may. be nothing more than valls of 
air, agitated by the fermenting of the pepper. 

Be this as it will, the young lady's remarks on the wonders 
of mechani/m in the animalcule TIP I believe, will never 
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ed by this wonderfn! guide, viſits a variety of maje- 
ſtic orbs, which would otherwiſe be loſt in unmeaſu- 
- rable tracts of zther. — This, far more ſurpriſing than 
the diſcoveries of Columbus, has found out new colonies 
of worlds, in every quarter of the nocturnal fkies. 
This has placed a glittering creſcent on the brow of 
one * of the Paas and has given others a moſt 
ſtately train ct attendants + 

Tell me, Theron, could Ak diſcern the full choir of 
the conſtellations, or diſtinguiſh the variegated face of 
the moon, without the aid of your Yeleſcopic tube ? 
Could you, with your unafliſted „ e ght of 
Japiter's fatellites, or procure a glimpſe of Saturn's 
ring Without that fupplementary aid to our ſight, 
they are quite 3 ; though the ſatellites ot 
the former are incomparably more magnificent, than 
the retinue of all the monarchs in the world; and 
compared with the ring of the latter, all the bridges 
on Nur rivers, are leſs than the ferule of 


As * 52 the tel N to the eye, ſo is revelation to the un- 
diſcovers truths, which, excluſive of 
fuch — had been for ever hid from the moſt 
minds. Tis ſtrange to the unlearned obſer- 
ver, that this ponderous globe of earth and ſeas ſhould 
heel its rapid circuit round the fun. But the teleſcope 
has rendered this fact clear to a demonſtration.— lis 
ſtrange likewiſe to our natural apprehenſions, that we 
1 'by our Sri. pe- 
rent's diſobedience. Nor leis fo, that we ſhould be 
made alive in CHRIST, and derive our recovery 
from his mputed righteouſneſs, But revelation makes 
this doctrine as certain, as it is comfortable. 
Ther. Does revelation make it certain ? — This is a 
point not yet eſtabliſhed, but taken for granted. | 
rather apprevendls that revelation in no place maintains 
- + ® The planet Penus, © 
f The ſatellites of Jupiter and Saturn 
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it, in many places diſavows it. Since your abſence, 
Aſpaſis, I have ſpent ſome time in ſearching the ſcrip- 


' tures, with a particular view to this tenet. And I can 


find no ſuch expreſſion in the whole Bible, as the im- 
putation of CHRIS T's righteouſneſs, If it was fo 
feadin ug an an artiele, as you repreſent, ſurely it could not 
have entirely forgotten by the inſpired writers, 
nor utterly — m their body of divinity. 

Aſp. The very identical cxmrolien may not occur, 
and yet the doctrine be abundantly taught. I believe, 
you never met with the word reſurrection in 
of the Pentateuch, nor ever read the phraſe /atisfation 
in all the New Teſtament. Yet our LORD fully 
proved the truth of the former from the writings of 
Moſes ; and you yourſelf have aknowledged the latter 
to be the unat.imous ſenſe of the apoſtles and evangeliſts. 

In the epiſtle to the Romans, we have expreſs and 
repeated mention of a righteouſneſs mpnted. What 
or whoſe righteouſneſs, can be the ae of this a 
ſertion ?—Not the righteouſneſs of ang They are a 
ſuperior claſs of beings, and have 4 ſuch intimate 
connection with our nature 214 en the righteouſneſs of 
eminent ſaints. This is the N and 
furniſhes the Romi/b . "with "that chimera of ar- 
rogance and „ works o upererogation Not an 

e own : for it is — —— 
to be without works F ; in which no works of our own 
have any concurrence, or the leaſt thare.—-What o- 
ther righteouſneſs then can be meant, but the righ- 
teouſneſs of our SUBSTITUTE, SURF- 
3 and SAVIOUR? who took our nature; diſ- 
our debt; and is therefore ſtyled, JEE. 
our righteou, iſneſs +. 

4 ber. This ſcems contrary to the whole tenor of the 
facred inſtructions. What ſays the prophet ? When 
that 


he hath committed, and doth that which is lawful and 
* Rom. iv. 6. + Jer. xxiii. 6. 
P 4 right, 
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right, he Hall ſave his foul alive . Here that greateſt 
of bleflings, the ſalvation of the ſoul, is aſcribed to a 
departure from evil, and a perſeverance i in good, to a real 
alteration in a man's wr temper and conduct, not to 
any fanciful application of ſome tranſmiſſive righteouſ- 
nels from another. 

Aſp. Let me aſk my Theron, Is there no wickedneſs, 
but riot and debauchery, profaneneſs and injuſtice ? 
—Unbelef, though it may paſs without cenſure or no- 
tice in a ſyſtem of morality, is, in the volume of reve- 


lation, declared a capital crime. Our LORD, ſpeak- 
ing of the HOLY SPIRIT, mentions it as a ſignal 


part of his office, that he hall convince the world of jm. 
Of what fin? Scandalous violations of moral recti- 
tude! This werea needleſs employ. The light of rea- 


ſon is ſufficient to evince ſuch a charge, and the court 


of conſcience is erected: to paſs the deſerved ſentence. 
— Of ſin, adds the heavenly TEACHER, becauſe they 
believe not on ne ; on my death, as the cauſe of their 
forgiveneſs; on my righteouſneſs, as the ground of 
their acceptance; on - SPIRIT, as the powerful 
principle of their holineſs, 

Unbelief treats GOD as a har :; becauſe it rejects 
the teſtimony, which he has bore concerninghis beloved 
SON.—Unbehet tramples on the blood of CHRIST, 
and is a moſt contemptuous affront to all his ſaving of- 
fices.— Unbelief would counteract the operations of the 
HOLY GHOST; whoſe peculiar work it is, to te- 
Aly of CHRIST, and ——_ manifeſt his righteouſ- 

—Unbelief pe; (could we have thought it 

?) a child of duſt, a ſlave of ſin, to idolize 
and his own performances.—To fay all in a 
word, unbelief is that great, that comprehen/rve iniquity 

ſcornfully re or impiouſly renounces, the 
moſt glorious method of falvation, which Omniſcience 
itſelf could deviſe. 


* Ezek, xvii. 27, + John xvi. 9. N 10. 
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The wicked man, therefore, never turns from his 
wickedneſs, till he turns, by a true faith, to F ESUS 
CHRIST. Till then, he is a rebel againft e goſpel, 
however he may pay ſome ſpecious and partial regard 
to the law. So flagrant a rebel, that he ſtands part 
cularly excepted, in the act of evangelical indemnity. 
For as he that believeth on the SON, hath everlaſting 
life ; ſo he that believeth not, ts condemned already, and 
the wrath of GOD abideth on him &. 

Ther. What are the p/a/miſ?'s ſentiments on this ſub- 
jet? Does not he repreſent the matter in a very dit- 
ferent light? Thou, LO RD, art merciful ; for thou re- 
wardeſt every man according to bis, not another's works {. 

Aſp. Weighty ſaying! May it impreſs our very hearts: 
—G OD is merciful, and therefore rewardeth, From 
whence it appears, that what we call a reward, is real- 
ly an act of mercy, rather than of juſtice, The wages 
| of ſin is death; but the gift, (ſays Fog apoſtle, altering 
his ſtyle, and making a moſt 1 anten diſtinction), the 
gift of G OD is eternal life f, —The inſpired penman 
ubjoins, not for, but according to, every man's works. 
His works are the meaſure, not the meritorious cauſe, 
To merit, is the ſole prerogative of the SAVIOU R, 
To him it is owing, that our imperfect ſervices are 
honoured with any acceptance; much more that (RY f 
are Org with any reward. 


Jeb iii. 18. 36, The words are exceedingly emphati-al, 
and no leſs awful.—Not barely he ſbal! come into condemnation, 
but he (that believeth not) is condemned already. Though e- 
ver ſo civilized or refined in his outward converſation, he lies 
under a ſentence of death, and is the object of divine wrath; 
— Which not only will vit him, but abideth on him. 80 
that, where-ever he may be, whatever he may do, the diſplea- 
ſure of the tremendous JEHO V A H hangs over him, like a 
dreadful deſtructive ſword ; which, if he dies in ſuch a condi» 
tion, will inevitably fall upon him, and cut him in Ro e- 
ternally. 

+ Pal, Ixii. 12. t Rom. vi. 23. 


Ther . 
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Ther. Does not this expoſition of yours, claſh with 
that truly-generous acknowledgment of St Peter? In 
every nation, he that feareth GOD, and worketh righ- 
teauſneſs, is accepted with him *. Here, it is undenia- 
bly evident, that acceptance with our CRE A TOR 
is founded on a man's own piety, and perſonal integrity. 


p. Rightly to underſtand this text, we ſhould in- 
quire into the circumſtances of the hiſtory. —The apo- 


{tle had been ſtrongly and moſt unreaſonably prejudi- 


ced in favour of the Jets imagining, that the ſalva- 
tion of CHRIST, like the diſpenſation of Moſes, 
muſt be confined to his countrymen.—But now, ha- 
ving conſidered the purport of his late heavenly vi- 
fion ; having compared it with the angelic meſſage 
delivered to Cornelius; and being made acquainted with 
the character of that valuable man; he breaks out in- 
to this truly-catholic declaration.—< My prejudices are 
« yaniſhed. My ſentiments are n; From the 
< inſtance before me, it is demonſtrably certain, that 
& G ON does not appropriate the bleſſings of his co- 
& venant to any particular n, family, or people. 
& But, in every nation, he that feareth him, and, from 
<« a principle of religion in the heart, worteth righ- 


„ teouſneſs in the life, is accepted; fo accepted, as to be 


an object of the divine favour, and an inheritor of 
eternal happineſs.” | 

This, I think, is the exact meaning of the place. 
And let it be recollected, that no one truly fears, or 
can poſſibly pleaſe G O D, withont faith f. For which 
reaſon, it is neceſſary to ſuppoſe, that Cornelivs, though 
a Heathen by birth, had believed through grace. —Nay, 
it is evident from the context, nid wry tar heard of 
FESUS CHRIST: had fome acquaintance with 


the deſign of his coming, and the execution of bis of- 


fice ; enough to be the ground of a real, thou gh per- 
| ? 
Acts x. 35. + Heb. xi, 6. 1 


+ See ver. 36. 37. Indeed it could hardly be otherwiſe, 


fince Cornelius was ſettled at Cz/arca, the reſidence of Aw 
| a r 
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haps an infantile faith. The buſineſs of the apoſtle was, 
to lead this convert into the clear light, and full privi- 
leges of the goſpel; to ratify and confirm his title to 
them, by the facred ſeal of baptiſm; and introduce 
him, as the #r/-fruits of the Gentiles, into the Chri- 
ſtian church. 

So that nothing can be concluded from this paflage, 
but that the glad tidings of Chriſtianity are for Jews, 
for Gentiles, for all people ;—that faith, even when 
weak, is productive of good works ;—and when ſin- 
cerely improved, will certainly be increaſed; © will go 
from ſtrength to ſtrength,” | 


| Ther. Does not our SAVIOUR, in deſcribing the 
proceſs, and foretelling the iſſue of the laſt deciſive 
trial, aſſign a kingdom to the righteous? aſſign it in 
this preciſe view, as a proper remuneration of their 
own good works; ſaying in the moſt expreſs terms, 
Come, ye blefſed of my. FATHER, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you, from the foundation of the world: rox 
I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat ; FOR, &c. FOR, 
c. * 

Aſp. Be pleaſed to take notice of the expreſſion. 
They are bidden to inherit; and what is freer than an 
inheritance ?—Obſerve alſo the reaſon alleged, and 
compare it with the rule of judicature. that be- 
lieveth, faith the ſupreme JUDGE, Hall be ſaved. 
This is the avowed, the invariable ſtandard, by which 
he proceeds in adminiſtering 2 judgment. 
Accordingly, he confers eternal life on the righteous, 
as perſons entitled to this great felicity, on the foot 
of his own gracious appointment. 

Fon denotes, not the foundation, but the evidence 


Lord Lieutenant, and ſeat of the civil, as Jeruſalem was of 


| the eccleſiaſtical government. In a place of ſuch general reſort, 


fo very remarkable an event could not be unknown; eſpecially, 
as Philip the evangeliſt had fixed his abode in that city, See 
Acts viii, 40. Matth. xxv. 30, 
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of their right. © I acquit ſuch a on,” ſays the 
arbitrator — a iudicial claim; 9 pork the witneſſes 
depoſe, that the debt is paid.“ The depoſition, 
which anſwers to theſe righteous acts, is the proof ; 
payment of the debt, which correfponds with CHRIST 's 
wing obedience, is the cauſe * of the diſcharge — 

or ye have given; Ye have abounded in all inſtances 
of duty *v ME, and love to your brethren ; and there- 

have manifeſted yourſelves true believers. 

It may be farther obſerved, that our LORD fays 
not, Ye have done it to your fellow-creatures, but 7 
theſe my brethren + He commends not every random 
act of 1 or generoſity, but ſuch kinds of 
beneficence onl carry the Chriſlian ſtamp; were 
exerciſed to a Gieipie, 4 ple, „in the name of a diſciple.” 
And theſe moſt . — ſpring from faith ; theſe un- 
demably atteſt its ſincerity. 

* * Are not theſe diſtinctions more ſubtile, than 
id . 

Aſp. To me they a in no ſuch light. If you 
hin otherwiſe, ls TRI to thoſe — per- 
ſons themſelves. The turn, the very remarkable turn 
of their ſentiments, will fully decide our queſtion.— 
Do they lay any /tre/s upon their own religious duties, 
and beneficent deeds? Far from relying on = — far- 
ther ſtill hom pacing them, they beſtow not a Jingle 
thought upon them. Having fixed their hopes 
RO 0 K of Ages, they forget theſe — — bubbles f. 


Nay, they wonder, that their exalted MASTER 
ſhould 


* The ſpring is is come, ſays the conntryinan: for the orchard 
blooms, and the black-bird fings. The blooming of the trees, 
and the melody of the birds, were never ſuppoſed to create, 
only to characterize, the delightful ſeaſon. They are, not its 
cauſe, but the proof of its taking place. Matth. xxv. 40. 

t Bubbles they are, compared with the all-glorious obedicnce 
of CHRIST, or conſidered in reference to the grand affair 
of juſtification before GOD.—But as bubbles, or watery ve- 


ficles inflated with air, W 


; 
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ſhould condeſcend to make any honourable mention 
of ſuch imperfect ſervices —O! that we may be en- 
abled, through the whole courſe of our lives, to fol- 
low the example of their piety ; and, when we ſtand 
before the tremendous tribunal, to imitate their hu- 
mility and wiſdom! Their humility, in renouncing 
themſelves, and diſclaiming all deſert of their own. 
Their wiſdom, in repoſing their whole confidence on 
the merits and righteouſneſs of their REDEEMER. 
T her. Our LORD makes no mention of this doc- 
trine, in his ſermon on the mount. Whereas, if it 
had been fo very material, he would at leaſt have touch- 
- upon it, in that comprehenſive ſummary of true re- 
gion. - ' 
Ap. Our LORD ſays not a word concerning the 
iſice of his death. Neither is there a ſyllable rela- 
ting to his interceſſion for tranſgreſſors. But are theſe 
articles of our faith to be deemed fictitious or ſuper- 
fluous, becauſe are not expreſsly inculcated, in 
that admirable treatiſe of practical divinity ? 
However, upon a more attentive examination, per- 
haps, we ſhall find the point moſt ſtrongly implied, 
though not diſtintly ſpecified ; its neceſſity demon- 
ſtrated, though its nature be not explained. —The illu- 
ſtrious TEACHER ed his month, and with a 
iar ſolemnity ſaid, ed are the poor in ſpirit *,— 
ut who are they? Not the perſons who ſooth them- 
ſelves with the flattering conceit of the Lagdicean 
church; I am rich in obedience, and increaſed in ſpi- 
ritual goods f. Thoſe rather, who ſee their indigence, 
bewail their guilt, and hunger and thirſt after the ju- 
ſtifying merit of a REDEEMER; who, from the 
very bottom of an humbled heart, confeſs, © LORD, 


ful colours of the rainbew ; ſo theſe ſervices, though poor 

and defeCtive, bear teſtimony to the exiſtence of that precious 

grace—faith. er 

» Matth. v. 3. + Rev. iii. 17. # 
| > | | cc 
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« lam no more able to conform all my conduct to 
* thy moſt holy law, than I am ca ar of atoning 
« for my innumerable fins. CURIST muſt be my 


righteouſneſs, as well as my propitiation, or elſe I 
am ĩrrecoverably undone.” 


The inimitable PRE ACH E R farther aſſures his 
hearers, that, 2j their righteauſneſs exceed the rig b- 
teouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, they full in no 


wiſe enter into the kingdom of heaven * —How muſt. 


Chrittians exceed the Phariſees? Not only in bein 
ſincere, in having reſpect unto all G O D's comm 
ments, but alſo in poſſeſſing a complete righteouſneſs 3 
ſuch as the divine holineſs can, with complacency, 
cept; and in which the divine juſtice may, wi 92 
nour, acquieſce. Nor can this be any thing leſs, 
than the p perfect obedience of the great EDIAT OR. 
—St Paulis memorable Ce concerning his at- 
tainments in the Phari/aical, d l hopes in the Chri- 
ſtian ſtate +, afford 2 very beſt comment * this 
important declaration of our L ORD. 

Ther. The ORACLE of heaven, you know, was 
once conſulted upon that maſt momentous of all que- 
ſtions, How a perſon may aſcertain his title to life ; 64 
immortality? And what is the tenor of the facred 
reſcript : We are referred to the ten commandments z 
and, m the moſt explicit terms, with the moſt per- 
emptory air, told, This Do, and thou ſhalt live !. 

Aſp. That particular perſon, if you pleaſe, was re- 
ferred to the ten commandments ; not we, and man- 
kind in general. —Our L ORD, in the preceding ver- 


ſes, had been informing r * 


receiue the kingdom 0 GOD, or e go- 
the propoſes, as Tr 2 but child. 
5 deni 


Tl this can hard]! in conſequence of their 
own doings. 


Ther. 3 Not we, 


Matth. v. 20. r 
| T Matth. xix. 2 Laken 
LY « and 


Err 
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and mankind in general! -I don't underſtand your 
meaning, A/pa/io. 

Aſp. You will obſerve then, that our LOR D's re- 
ply was not an univerſal direction, but an anſwer ad 
hominem ; peculiarly adapted “ to the young gentle- 
man's a pplication : which, however it may be admi-- 
red, was none of the wiſelt—laſtead of aſking, © How, 
« ſhall a poor guilty mortal, who is every day offend- 
ing, obtain "forgivench from the righteous GOD 7”? 
_ inſtead of ſaying, How ſhall I, who am not able to 
think a good thought, make ſure my title to an eter- 
<« nal weight of glory? our queriſt demands, hat 
5 thing Ball I po, that I may inherit eternal life? The 

proceeds upon the inquirer's own principles — 
2 N you expect ſalvation upon ſuch /zga/ terms, know, 
that your obedience muſt be nothing leſs, than a per- 

4 « fe conformity to the divine law. perform all its 
_ < precepts, in their utmoſt extent, and with an unre- 
« mitted perſeverance, then”--But alas! ſuch perfection 
is too high for fallen creatures; they cannot attain unto 
it. Neceſſarily, therefore, muſt they drop all ſuch pre- 
tenſions, and have recourſe to ſome = method ot 
juſtification. 

Ther, Why did that «© wonderful COUNSEL- 
* LOR,” if ſuch was the purport of his anſwer, ex- 
pe himſelf ſo obſcurely ? Why did he not divert 

1 ſcholar from this fruitlel attempt, and 
nght, the practicable way of obtaining 


1 ? 
It is delightful to obſerve the n ops, the curious” 
— Le the conſummate propriety, of our LO R D's con- 
how exactiy this divine caſuiſt ſuits his counſel to the 
— ſtates and characters of mankind. The ſecure and 
1 to the lau, that they may Be humbled. 
o the contrite and penitent he preaches the goſpel, that they 
may be comfortzd,—When the Phariſee, full oe” ſelf· conceit, 
ſtands up, and ſays, What ſbatl I do $14 anſwer is, Do all that 
it commanded. the ſinful woman falls at his fert, and 
ſpeaks in tears the guilt of her lite ; Thy fins are forgiven, is 

9 reply. 
. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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. This he did, with the fineſt addreſs, and in 
the moſtAkilful manner. Had our LORD affirmed, 


Lou are worldly; you are covetous ; your des 


are your G0 D;“ ſuch a charge would, in all pro- 
bability, have been as confidently denied, as it was 
plainly urged. Therefore he brings this ſpecious h 
crite to a teſt *, which could not be evaded, and w 2 
was ſure to diſcover the truth: a teſt, which laid o 
the palpable and enormous defects of his ſo much 


boaſted obedience ; which made it appear, that, in- 


ſtead of keepi coping all the commandments, this vain 
ſelf-juſticiary had not obeyed the very fr/? ; but, a- 


midſt all his towering imaginations of himſelf, had been, 


and at that very inſtant was, a ſordid velling ido- 
later; who preferred his tranſitory poſſeſſions on earth, 
to an everlaſting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven. 
Could any expedient be more ſuitable to the caſe ? 
or better calculated to reduce him, intoxicated as he 
was with e, to a ſober humble mind? to beat him 
off from his falſe foundation, the righteouſneſs which 
2 and lead him to a reliance on the pro- 
miſed, the expected, the preſent MESSIAH? 


* ts me in mind of my friend Sagacio's conduct; 
ſeems to have ſome conformity with our LORD's 


procedure, and may, poſſibly, tend to illuſtrate its pro- 


3 .—Viliting one of his unlearned neighbours, he 


nd him in company wich a certain talkative ſtran- 
ger; who was haranguing, at an extravagant rate, on 
the wonders of .aſtronomy.—Sagacio ſoon perceived, 


that the chief furniture 'of this extraordinary adept, 


Matth. xix. 21. If thou wilt be perfect, ſell all that 


thau haſt, and give to the poor, This direction ſeems to be 


much of the ſame nature, with that other part of our LORD's 


reply, Jf. thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 


Both were perſonal, both occaſional, both adapted to particu- 

lar circumſtances, The latter is no more the ſtated evangelical 

way to heaven, than the former i is eien obligatory on 
Chriſtians. 


all 
lay 
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lay in a little acquaintance with the technical terms, 


and ſomewhat more than a little ſhare of affurance. 
How ſhould he bring the ſelf-plumed ſcioliſt to a little 


modeſty of ſentiment, and decorum of . converſation ? 


He took leave to aſk, „ What the word aſtronomy 
might ſignify !“ The orator was ſtruck dumb in a 
moment. He had never informed himſelf, it ſeems, 
that aſtronomy related to the order and regulation of 
the ſtars. This lingle queſtion taught our minute phi- 
lofopher, more effeclually than twenty lectures on the 
ſubject. It taught him his own ignorance, and that he 
had the very rudiments of has ſo much admired ſcience 
{till to learn. 


Ther. What will you ſay to thoſe famous paſſages 
in the epiſtle of St James: By works @ man is juſtifi- 
ed. Was not Abraham our father juſtified by works * ? 
Can any words be plainer in their meaning? or can 
any meaning be more directly oppoite to the whole 
* of your argumentation? 

>. This | would ſay, Theron The paſſages you 
2 when detached from the context, may /eem in- 
conſiſtent with the declarations of another apoſtle; as 
a limb, when wrenched from its natural ſituation, ap- 
s with an air of diſproportion. Whereas, reduce 
the diſlocated part, and it will recover the ſym- 
metry of its ſhape; it will harmonize exactly with 
the animal ſyſtem Replace likewiſe theſe aſſertions; 
conſider them in connection with the whole paragraph; 
and they will be found, if not uniſons, yet perfect 
concords, with the ſtrain of St Paul's teaching. 

What is the point which St James undertakes to 

illuſtrate To diſtinguiſh a genuine from an inſin- 


cere faith. F a man fay, he hath fai _— this is 


mentioned, as the boaſt of ſome hypocri profeſſor. 


So that the apoſtle is evidently dealing Mag with A 7 — 
der to the precious git; and therefore replies, Shew me 
* Jam. it. 21. 24. + Jam. ii. 144 


Vol. II. No g. Q | | thy 
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thy faith; Prove the reality of thy claim ; prove it to 
me and to the church, to thy fellow-creatures and fellow - 
Chriſtians. If unproductive of righteous and godly works, 
we muſt pronounce it ſpurious, worthleſs, dead. 
Having detected the caunterſeit, he proceeds to de- 
ſcribe the ſerling. The grand characteriſtic of which 
is, a frame of mind and a courſe of action, correſpon- 
ding with the doctrine believed. By this touchſtone the 
faith of our renowned progenitor was tried ; and, be- 
ing tried, was © found unto praiſe, and honour, and 
glory.“ Was not Abraham our father juſtified by 
works *—Juſtified ! how? as to acceptance with the ſu- 
JUDGE? No: this was effected, long be- 
the patriarch offered up 1/aac. But when he ex- 
erciſed that heroic act of ſelf-denial, reſignation, and 
obedience, then his juſtification was evidenced, to all 
his contemporaries, and to all generations. His faith 
was made perfect * anſwered ts proper end; and ap- 
peared to be of the true, the triumphant, the ſcriptu- 
ral kind; ſince it overcame the world, overcame ſelf, 
and regarded G OD as all in all. 
Upon the whole, St Pau/ ſpeaks concerning the ju- 
ftification of our perſons ; St James concerning the ju- 
ſtification of our faith +$.—St Paul deſcribes the man- 
ner of being juſtiſied before the all-ſceing God; St 
James points out the proof I of a juſtified ſtate, as it 


gruss,. In this ſenſe, I ſuppoſe, we are to underſtand 
St John's aphoriſm: He that doth righteouſneſs, is righteous ; 
manifeſts the truth of his converſion, and juſtifies his profet- 
fion from the charge, and from the ſuſpicion of inſincerity, 
I hn iii. 7. a 
o 4 That the expreſſion uſed by St James, ſignifies this decla- 
rative juſtification, is plain from 1 Tim. iii. 0. where the a- 
poſtle, ſneaking af our LORD FESUS CHRIST, fays, 
rbb, He was juſtified in or by the SPIRIT ; declared io be 
the true SON of GOD; manifefted on earth, and recognized 
from heaven, as the undoubred SAVIOUR of the world. 
i A very little reſlection, I ſhould imagine, muſt convince 
» ho 4 . f every 


—- ——— m —— 


DIALOGUE VI. 243 


is viſible to men. The former proceeds from the im- 
maculate righteouſneſs of CHRIST, placed to our 
account; the latter conſiſts in the fruits of righteouſ- 
nels, adorning our life. —Rightly underſtood, there- 
fore, theſe paſſages are not in the leaſt contradictory 
to the epiſtles of St Paul, Mo the ſcope of my argu- 
mentation; but are a ſeaſonable caveat and a proper 
preſervative, againſt miſunderſtanding %%%, or pervert- 
ing this. | 
Liber, [ with you would read that conciſe, but- judi- 
cious abridgment of true religion; compriſed in the 
fifteenth P/a/m. The ſacred penman, for his own, and 
for the information of all mankind, aſks, LORD, i 
Hall dwell in thy tabernacle, or who ſhall reſt upen thy 
holy hill? To this moſt intereſting inquiry, the fol- 
lowing verſes are a full and ſatisfactory anſwer : the 
whole of which turns upon the diſcharge of moral 
duties; walking uprightly, and working righteouſneſs ; 
ithout 2 ſyllable, or a' ſingle hint, concerning the 
very ſuperior excellence of faith, or the extreme ne- 
ceſſity of a vicarious obedience. | | 
Ap. 1 have often read, and 1 well remember, that 
beautiful, that inſtructive Palm. And I beg leave to 
obſerve, ance for all, with relatzon to ſuch paſſages of 
the Old Teſtament, that they ſuppoſe the perſons 
whom they deſcribe, to be convinced of their natural 
corruption, to be humbled under a ſenſe of their actual 
guilt, and to live in a conſcientious obſervance of the 
| expiatory ſacrifices : all which had an invariable refer - 


every unprejudiced reader, that St James cannot poſſibly be 
ſtating the method of juſtification before the infinitely-righteous 
GOD : Becauſe he never ſo much as mentions the death ot 
CHRIST—who made his foul an offering fer ſin—to whom 
give all the prophets witneſs, that whoſoever believeth in him, 
Pall receive remiſſen of fins —and beſides whom, there is no other 
name given under heaven, whereby we can be ſaved—Cguld an 
apoſtle ſo ab/elutely forget hia LORD; and in a caſe, where 
every other inſpired wrizer acknowledges him ; nay, acknow- _ 
Jedges him to be 41 L IN AI 7 * 


* 


A 


ence 
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ence to CHRIST, and derived their whole virtue 
from his mediation. 

Would any of the Few:/b ſaints, think you, have 
dared to advance a plea for eternal bleſſedneſs, upon 
the foot of their own conformity to ſuch moral di- 
rections? neglecting,-at he ſame tune, the ſacrifices 
of the three great teſtivals, or a believing improve- 
ment of the daily oblation. — By no means. They 
were, and they would acknowledge themſelves, de- 
plorably detective. They would plead the promiſe of 
free grace, and fly to the blood, which GO D himſelf 
had appointed to mate an atonement for their fouls —By 


fuch ſentiments and ſuch a conduct, they reduced to 


practice the very eſſence of our doctrine ; diſavowing 
their own deeds, however virtuous or religious ; and 
truſting in the ſtrength of //rae/, the LORD our righ- 
teouſneſs ; who alone fulfilled all the precepts contained 
in this excellent formulary of duty; who was alſo the 


fubſtance of every purifying and of every propitiatory 


rite. 9:24 | 
Ther. Has not the ſacred writer expreſsly ſaid, at 
the cloſe of the P/alm, Whoſo doTuH theſe things, ſhall 
never fall? | 
Aſp. He has: and this, I apprehend, is his meaning. 
— « Perſons of ſuch a temper, and ſuch a practice, 
« hear the marks of GO D's children, and are meet 
« for his glory. Accordingly, they ſhall never fall, 
« either into total apoſtaly HERE, or final condem- 
« nation HEREAFTER. They are now heirs, and in 
due time ſhall be poſſeſſors, of his eternal king- 
&« dom.” 
But you will take notice, that all theſe duties and 
qualifications, only characterize, not conſtitute the in- 
heritor of heaven.—You will likzwiſe advert to an- 
ther very remarkable circumſtance in the deſcription: 
He ſetteth not by himſelf, but is lowly in his own eyes &. 
* | Or, 
Tl. av. 4. 02 very I cannct fay, that I admire 


\ 


— 


Or, as the more expreſſive original ſpeaks, he is de/p:- 
cable and vile in his own ſlight. So far from aſpiring 
to /elf-ju/tification, that he even condemns and abhors 
himſelf; and falls down, as a moſt unworthy wretch, 
at the foot of inſinitely- free grace. 
Ther. I cannot but think, it is the current daftrine of 
ſcripture, and I am ſure, it is one of the fir? princi- 
les which the light of nature teaches,.— That the moſt 
igh 60 D mult neceſſarily love eee and 
take pleaſure in the righteous. 
Aſp. If the light os nature was to publiſh. a goſpel, 
I believe, it would be formed upon your plan. It would 
beſtow favour only on the annocent, the, virtuous, 
and the Hj. But the goſpel of CHRIST runs in a 
very different ſtrain. This brings pardon for the con- 
demned, and bleflings for the accurſed. This is health 
to the lick, and recovery to the ruined. The LORD 
hath anointed me, ſaith its divine AUTHOR, 7 preach: 
good _ to the meek, who are humbled under a ſenſe b 
of their ſinfulneſs.— He hath ſent me to bind up the bro. 
ken-hearted, who are wounded with a conviction of 
their undone ſtate ;—to IR liberty to the captives, 
the wretched captives of Satan ; and the opening. of the 
priſon to them = are bound, bound in the chaing ok? 
1gnorance, impotence, and miſery “. 
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the Bible-tranſlation of this clauſe ; In wheſe eyes the vile perſon 
is contemptible, Methinks, it does not favour of the tender | | 
and benign ſpirit of our religion, which teaches us to koncur 
all men; to deſpiſe no one's perſon, but only to deteſt the wick- | 
edu ſi of the wicked. | 
Should the ſenſe T have oppoſed, have its weight; the ſenſe 
I have preferred, is incomparably weightier, If to deſpiſe the 
vile, is a religious act; to think meanly of ourſelves, is a much 
more advanced, and a far more difficult inſtance of true reli- 
|; gion, This is to copy the higheſt PATTERN of human 
excellence, who, notwithſtanding his very ſuperior attainments, 
4 accounted himſelf leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints ; nay, the very 
chiefeſt of ſinners. 
* 1/. Ixi, 1, Upon this of Iſaiah would beg leave 
3 
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As 1 am myſelf a moſt unworthy ſinner, you muſt 
not be diſpleaſed, if I eſpouſe the cauſe of thoſe un- 
happy creatures. Yet, though a friend of ſinners, I 
am no enemy to the righteous. I entirely agree with 
my Theron in allowing, that the moſt high G O D ne- 
celfaril loves righteouſneſs. Only l rate to be in- 
formed, where this admirable lovely quality is 
to be found ?—Not among the Genti/es. They have 
ſwery cd from the dictates of natural conſcience.—Not 
among the Jer. They have broke the holy com- 
mandment delivered on mount Sinat. —Not among 
Chriſtians. For, if GOD ſhould enter into | judgment 
with us, we could not anfwer him one of a Woufand. 
In the kingdom of #thropia, or in the country of 
the Moors, where will you find the native whites ? 

The SON of GON found none among the race 


to obferve, that the word meet ſeems not to anſwer or convey 
the prophet's idea. By the meek, we are inclined to think of 
perſons, endued with that placid and quiet ſpirit, which is in 
the ſight of GOD of great price, This might diſcourage ma- 
ny people, who know themſelves to be deſtitute of ſuch a 
cious habit. This might lead others to ſuſpect, that ſome ami- 
able difpofition is previou/ly nec eſſary in order to receive the be- 
nefits of redeeming grace. Which is a very miſtaken, and 
vill prove a moſt uncomfortable forbidding notion. 


The original cm fignifies, in this place, the aflifted; not 


fo much thoſe who are beautified with meekneſs, as thoſe who 
are oppreſſed with miſery ; 2 miſery eſpecially; not ex · 
cepting even thofe who are ſlaves to their own unruly paſſions. 
The LORD FESUS never finds, but makes people meek. 
Meckneſs is one of the fruits of his SPIRIT; one of the 
bleflings which he beſtows on the unworth 
The whole paragraph is a deſcription of « extreme wretched- 
eſs. What can be more diſtreſſed than the man, whoſe out- 
ward circumſtances are impoveriſhed and rained ; whoſe ſpirit 
- broken under the weight of his calamirics ; who is taken cap- 
mm the enemy, is thrown into a dungeon, and loaded with 
— This is the prophet's repreſentation ; this is the picture 


5 unconverted ſinners; and to theſe, to theſe CHRIST. 


JESUS is a ranſom, a deliverer, a portion. & 
0 
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of Adam, that were entitled to the character of righ- 
teous. He who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, makes 
no application to ſuch perſons *. Why? Becauſe he 
ſullenly diſeſteemed perſonal goodneſs, or was unable to 
diſtingutſh the excellency of mherent virtue? No; but 
becauſe he knew, that, amiable as theſe qualifications 
are, they have no exiſtence in the human Heart, till 
the inner, recohciled by his death, be ſanctiſied alſo 
by his SPIRIT. 

You remember, perhaps, that remarkable anſwer, 
which the Spartans once returned to a threatening em- 
baſſy from ſome of the neighbouring ftates. Nothing 
could be more conciſe; and, I think, nothing was e- 
ver more ſpirited and ſigniſicant. 

Ther. Thoſe neighbours gave them to underſtand, |. 
by their ambaſſadors, That, if they entered their 
« territories, they would burn their towns; make the 
inhabitants priſoners; and ſpread deſtruction where- 
ever they advanced. To which infolent menace; 
the brave Lacedemonians made mo other reply, than IF. 

Is this the ſtory to which you refer? 

Aſp. The very ſame.— And when you are ſpeaking 
of human righteouſneſs, as the cauſe of our acceptance 
with the eternal GO D, I would borrow the language 
of a Spartan. IF, ſhall be my reply. , ſecluſive of 
the obedience, and independent on the SPIRFF of 
CHRIST, you can farnith yourſelf with this endow- 
ment; or ; you can carry your righteouſneis to that 
perfection, which may equal the purity of the law, 
and comport with the majeſty of the LAW GIVER, 
then traſt in it; let it he the ground of your cont» 
dence; and ſeek no better foundation. 5 ̃ 

But whoever ſhall, in this manner, ſeek for his re- 
commendatiorf®to' the favour of G O D, vill act like 
the miſtaken countryman in Horace ;—who, being 
unable to ford the river, took up a reſolution to wait, 


till the ſtream was all run by: _ toad 
- Matth. I 13. I came not to call the vtighteous, but ſainers to 
repentance -. , 
v. Q 4. , ——-ſ, 


by 
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— — —— At ile 
Labitur, et labetur in omne valubilts ævum &. 


Ther. Here, I fancy, we muſt take leave of your 
countryman, If he adheres to his reſolution, we 
ſhall find him in the very ſame ſituation, when break- 
faſt is over; and may reſume our ſubject, jult where 
it is diſcontinued. 


Vain man, det: fuch flatt'ring hope? ferego: 
It flows, and flows, and wal for ever flow. 


0000000000 0000000000 
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Ther. O me, who have ſpent the greateſt part of 
1 3h the winter in town, theſe ſcenes of the 

country are inexpreſſibly g. Take who will the 

ed ſaloon, and the ſilken ſettee; ſo long as I can 

elter myſelf under the canopy of ſuch a ſpreading 

beech, and uſe one of its coarſe, mis - ſhnapen roots for 
ſeat. 

1 55 true, we ſee no longer thoſe ſplendid brocades, 
and elegant toupees, which diſtinguiſh the Part and 
the Ma/l.—But we have, full in our view, a multi- 
tude of honeſt ruſtics, purſuing their chearful labours 
in yonder meadow ; ſome mowin g the luxuriant her- 
bage ; ſome raiſing it into regular cocks ; others load- 
ing their wa gons with the hay, or clearing the 

nd with their rakes. The ground, cleared of its 

ft incumbrance, appears freſh and green, like ano- 
ther ſpring. While the exhalations of the tedded 
graſs, floating in the air, give a rural perfume to the 
gale.—And — my Aſpaſio, which are the moſt 
valuable objects? The /ittle labourers of the hive, that 
enrich , themſelves, and regale their maſters? or the 
gay-flutterers of the garden, whoſe whole life is no- 
thing but ſport ; — e e e to be 
mſignificantly pretty? on a 4s 
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_ Aſp. In this retirement, we hear none of the wan- 
ton and corrupting airs of the opera; no, nor the 
majeſtic and ennobling melody of the oratorio *. But 
we have a band of muſic, ſtationed in the grove; and 
a concert of native harmony, warbling from the 
boughs. We are entertained with the muſic, which 
charmed the human ear, long before + 7uba/ found 
out his inſtruments; and thouſands of years before 
Handel compoſed his notes. —The bull-finch, and a 
multitude of little tuneful throats, ſtrike the key. - 
The thruſſi below, and the ſky-lark reſponſive from 
above, diverſ and exalt the frrath. The blackbird, 
ſomewhat like the ſolemn organ, with notes perfectly 
mellow, and gracefully ſonorous, crowns the choir, 
While the turtle's melancholy voice, and the murmur- 
ing water's plaintive tone, deepen and complete the uni- 
verſal ſymphony. 5 | 
This is the muſic, which conſtituted the firſt ſong 
of thankſgiving, and formed the firſt vocal praiſe, that 
the all-gracious CREATOR received from his new- 
made world. This is neither the parent of effemina- 
cy, nor a pander for vice; but refines the affections, 
even while it amuſes the imagination. * * 
Ther, All the entertainments of nature, are calcula- 
ted to ſecure our innocence, as well as to gratify our 
fancy. And what is another very agreeable circum- 
ſtance, thoſe gratifications which afford the ſublimeſt 
pleaſure, are exhibited gratis. While thoſe which e- 
nervate the mind, and Scbauch the affections, muſt be 


Majeſtic and ennobling.— This, I think, is the true cha- 
racter, and expreſſes the real tendency, of the oratorio. Never- 
theleſs, it may not be improper to obſerve, that if we carry a 
trifling or irreligious ſpirit to the entertainment; if we attend 
to the muſical airs, but diſregard thoſe ſacred truths, which 
enter into the compoſition; ſuch a behaviour will be little bet - 
ter than a profanation of holy things. I fear, it will be a ſpe - 
cies of taking GO D's adorable and glorious name in vain, 

| + Gen, iv. 21. r 
dearly 


| 
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dearly purchaſed. Everyone cannot gain admittancein- 
to the boxes or the pit, when ſome celebrated tragedy is 
brought. upon the ſtage. But every one may behold 
the beauteous exhibitions of /pring, and the finiſhed 
productions of autumn. All may contemplate the ma- 
:hinery of nature, and the wonders of creation; there- 

enjoying a far more exquiſite amuſement, without 


-any of the guilt, or any of the danger. 


The inhabitants of yonder villages have never beheld 
the ſplendid proceſſion, which ſolemnizes the corona- 
tion of a monarch ; nor the gaudy illuminations, which 
diſtinguiſh the anniverſary of his birth. But they ſee, 
almoſt every morning, a much nobler ſpectacle diſplay- 
ed in the eaſt. They ſee the great ruler of the day, or 
rather the envoy from day*s eternal SOVEREIGN, 


making his entry amidſt the ſpaces of the ſky. — The 


heavens are ſtrewed with colours, which outvie the 
pinks and carnations. The graſs is decked with dew- 
drops, and every plant is ſtrung, as it were, with pearls. 
All around the darkneſs retires, and ſweet refrething 
gales anſe.—At length the magnificent lammary ap- 
And what is all the oſtentatious pomp of kings? 
what is all the glitter of the moſt brilliant court? com- 
with his tranſcendent luſtre? This ſpectacle we 

may behold, without loſs of time, or prejudice to 
health, Nay, we cannot behold it, without improving 
one, and redeeming the other. So beneficial are even 


the pleaſures which nature yields; fo ſerviceable the 


very diverſions, to which fhe invites! 


Aſp. Thus gracious is the almighty MAKER, in 


the conſtitution of material things. The ſubſtantial 
and the valuable, are open to every one; are acceſſible 
by all. Only the tinſel and the trappings, are the pro- 
perty of a few; the poor prerogative of wealth. 

No leſs gracious is G OD, in the diſpofal of /prri- 
tual favours. Theſe are infinitely more excellent; and 
yet are equally free. We are invited to buy them, 

1 8 | without 
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without money, and without price x. What do you 


give for the benefits of the rifing fun, or the delights 


of this rural melody? The caſe is much the fame, 
with regard to tne righteouſneſs, by which we are ju- 
{tihed, and all the bleſſings of ſalvation. , 


Ther. This brings to our remembrance the country- 


man, whom we left on the banks of the river. And, 
for aught I can ſee; Theron and the ruſtic are pretty 
much upon 'a footing. The firſt as far from acceding 
to your notions, as the laſt is from gaining his point. 
Aſp. Have you any objection, Theron, to theſe gifts 
of nature, becauſe they are neither purchaſed by your 
money, nor produced by your own toil ? 
Ther. But who can ever expect to obtain pardon, 


and acceptance, and eternal falvation, at ſo cheap a 


rate? It ſeems to be all deluſion, Afpaſio. 

Aſp. So cheap] Then you would pay ſomewhat, 1 
28 by way of price. — But give me leave to aſk, 

hat price did you pay to GOD your MAKER, for fa- 
ſhioning you in your mother's womb? what price have 
you paid to GOD your PRESERVER, for upholding 
you ever ſince you was born? Or what price do you 
think of paying to GOD the ſupreme PROPRIETOR, 
for the ground on which you tread, for theair in which 


you breathe, for the light by which you fee? Juſt the 


ſame _=_ muſt you advance to GOD your SAVIOUR, 


his juſtifying merits. fo" 

Both the/e-and thoſe proceed from the fame BENE- 
FACTOR. They are all abſolutely neceſſary, either 
for the welfare of the body, or the happineſs of the 
foul. And they are all vouchfafed on the fame free 
terms. For thus faith the * His going forth, 
in the diſpenſation of the goſpel, is prepared as the 
morning. CHRIST, with al his precious privileges, 
ſhall come unto us as the rain; as the latter and former 
rain unto the earth f.— However, if you are acquaint- 
II. lv. 1. + Ho. vi. 3. 
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ed with a different, or a better way, be ſo good as to 
communicate your knowledge. 


Ther. Some, you may obſerve, depend upon their 


moffenſrove behaviour. They live peaccably. They do 
no harm to their neighbours. , They are guilty of no 
groſs oftence againſt GOD. And why ſhould they 
not hope to obtain his favour ? They apprehend, the 
prophet Samuel eſtabliſhes their hope, when he makes 
this ſolemn appeal; Whoſe aſs have I taten? whoſe ox 
have I taken? or whom have I defrauded * *—Nay, they 
imagine, that our LORD himſelf has authoriſed their 


expectation, by giving this character of Nathanael; An 


Ifraelite indeed, in iobom is no guile + —A freedom from 
outward injuſtice and inward hypocriſy, is all the qua- 
likcation, applauded in the one caſe, avowed in the 
other. e e 

p. This negative goodneſs (if it deſerves to be 
called goodneſs) was a plea, for the empty Phari/ee. 


But none, I preſume, would chuſe to be aſſociated 


with ſuch a companion, either in character here, or in 
condtion-hereaftter. | | 

Samuel, in the place you mention, is vindicating 
himſelf, only to his fe/low-creatures, and only in the 
capacity of a magiſtrate. He ſpeaks not of his juſtiſi- 


cation before the JUD GE of quick and dead. This, 


he well knew, muſt be derived from another ſource, 
and muſt reſt upon a firmer bottom. t 93580 

The Iſraelite without guile, was a perſon, who not on- 
ly abſtained from every fin, but performed every duty; 
and without any wilful neglect of the one, or any 41 
lowed indulgence of the other. This inſtance, there- 
fore, will by no means prove the ſufficiency of your 
negative ' righteouſneſs. - Which ſeems to have juſt 
the {ame degree of excellency, as a fountain that ne- 


ver iſſues in water, or as a cloud that never deſcends 


in rain J. | 
„„ Sam, li. 3. + John i. 47. 
t Vel lyra que reticet, vel qui non tenditur arcut. CL Av Tae 
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Ther. In this particular, A/þafio, your ſentiments are 
mine.—But I would add morality to civility ; the vir- 
tuous to the inoffenſive converſation. And if we 
not only ceaſe to do evil, but learn to do well; if we 
uſe temperance, exerciſe charity, and keep all the 
commandments to the 5% of our power, is not this a 
ſufficient foundation for our hope? 

Aſp. Yes, Theron ; if, as you add morality to your 
civility, you add perfection to both. Otherwiſe you 
muſt be ranked, not among the claimants, but among 
the delinquents. You have no title to a reward, bur 
ſtand in need of pardon. — 25 

It is a principle of juſtice, founded on the unalter- 
able conſtitution of things, That the debtor be ac- 
quitted, when he has paid the debt. But ſuppoſing 
him, inſtead of gold to bring iron, inſtead of talents 


to return pence, inſtead of detraying, to increaſe the 


ſcore daily ; can he then reaſonably expect, or legally 
claim a diſcharge ? n age 
With refpect to ſuch an obedience, we may paſs our 
verdict in the figurative, but very expreſs language of 
haiah : The bed is ſhorter, than that a man can flretch 
himſelf on it; and the covering narrower, than that he 
can wrap himſelf in it &. It can neither give reſt to 
the alarmed conſcience, nor afford protection to the 
ilty ſoul. If we have nothing better to plead, we 
not be able to lift up our heads, in the laſt deciſive 
judgment; but muſt enter into the rock, and hide our- 
ſelves in the duſt, for fear of the LORD, and fer the 
glory of bis majeſiy f. | 
her. We will go a ſtep farther, and take in the ex- 


erciſe of devotion. We will read G O I's word; pray 


to his divine MAJESTY ; and regularly attend on 
his public worſhip.— Here now are ſocial accompliſh- 
ments and moral virtues, completed by the perform - 
ance of religious duties. 


4%. Completed !— fear that exprefion will ſcarcely 


* If, xxviii. 20. ＋ I. ii. 10. 
| abide 
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abide the teſt of a ſingle query. Have you then per- 
formed all your duties, with that ardent love of GOD, 
and undivided view to his glory ; with that adoring 
titude to the bleſſed FESUS, and that cbild-like 
ee on his SPIRIT; which the nature of 
things requires, and the ſcriptures of truth enjoin ? 
If not, your duties, be they moral, or religious, of 
both, are far from being complete. Nay, they are 
utterly defective; and, for that reaſon, abſolutely in- 
ſufficient for your juſtification. They are clipped or 
ſophiſticated coin. And will that be current in the 
world of glory ? 1 85 

Ther. Allowing them to be defective, they are at 
leaſt Ancere. And though not free from all alloy, yet 
if they bear the image and ſuperſcription of integrity, 
why ſhould they be rejected, as © reprobate filver * ? 
Why ſhould they not obtain the currency you mention? 
Aſp. Alas! —ſays a judicious and admired writer, 
the imperfections of our beſt ſervices daily forfeit 
the hleſſings of time. How impoſſible then is it, that 
* the ſincerity of them, amidſt ſo many frailties and 

« defects, ſhould purchaſe the glories of eternity /” 
Ther. Be your writer ever {o judicious, I can con- 
front him with others, equally capable of judging, 
and diametrically oppoſite in opinion,—What fays that 
wiſe and brave man, the ſucceflor of | Moſes, and gene- 
raliſſimo of the armies of hae Joſhua, I am ſure, 
declares himſelf on my fide: Fear the LORD, and 
ſerve him in ſincerity t, is his laſt ſolemn charge to the t 
people. Even the great apoſtle, on a review of his , 
miniſtry, makes it matter of ſelf-gratulation, that he 
bad his connerſation in godly fincerity . ä 
Aſp. You have quoted the charge delivered by the 
ſervant, be pleaſed to recollect the eſtation, made 
by the maſter : Not for thy righteouſneſs, ſays Moſes, or 
for the uprightneſs of thy heart, doſt thou go to poſſeſs their 
land ||. Even an earthly Cangan was not given to the 
Jer. vi. 30. . Joſb-xxiv. 14. f 2 Cor. i. 12. Debit. ix. 5. 
Ijraelites, 
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Iſraelites, as the reward of their own, either outward 
obedience, or inward ſincerity. Much leſs can we ex- 
pect the kingdom of immortality, on account of any 
uprightneſs of our intentions, or piety of our actions. 
. However, as the doctrine of fincerity is the favou- 
rite and the faſhionable tenet, I will conform a little to 
the taſte in vogue. You ſhall have no reaſon to com- 
plain, that I am either a Cynic or a Stoic *. Let it ſuf- 
fice us to be ſincere. Only let us refer ourſelves to 
the apoſtle, for a deſcription of this darling qualifica- 
tion. That ye may be 1 being filled with the fruits 
of righteouſneſs, which are ; JESUS CHR + I. 
unto the praiſe and glory of GO 

Here are three properties of 6 APE 23 — 
It muſt bear fruits, the fruits of righteouſneſs ; 
bear them abundantly, ſo that we may be filled with 
them.— The brauch and the fruits muſt derive, that 
its vigour, theſe their flavour, and both of them their 

very being, from the all-ſupporting, all-ſupplying root 

CHRIST FESU S.—then, in ead of terminating 

in ſeltJuſtification, they mult redound to the honour 
of GOD. It i 55 not ſaid, theſe ſhall jz/tify you, but 
theſe ſhall glorrf) your FATHER which1sin heaven. 

This kind Cate can never be too highly e- 
ſeemed, nor too oully encouraged. But this, 
you will obſerve, flows from the grace of CHRIS 7. 
and ues in the glory of GOD; cherefore does but 
very poorly atteſt, either the ſufficiency of human 
ability to perform good works, or the tufficiency of 
human works to win The prize of our high calling. 


Ther. Do you then exclude all works? Will you 
make a mere nothing, both of our moral endowments, 
and of your evangelical obedience ? 

Aſp. They are excluded, both the one and the o- 
ther, r us: yet not by me, 

* The Cynic had no complaiſance, the Stoic was =__ in · 
flexible. + Phil. i. 10. 11. pal 
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but by an authority, to which there can be no objec- 
tion, and from which there lies no appeal. Speaking 


of falvation, thus faith the wiſdom of G O D, Not of - 


Works — 

Ther. Works of the ceremonial law, I ſuppoſe. Theſe, 
we all acknowledge, are, under the Chriſtian diſpen- 
ſation, as a bond cancelled, or an act repealed. But 
fure you will allow a better office, and a nobler cha- 
racter, to that courſe of obedience, which is regula- 
ted by the commands of CHRIST. | 

Aſp. St Paul will allow it no ſuch office, as that for 
- which my Theron is pleading. Te are ſaved, ſays the 

apoſtle. Ve are delivered = wrath, reconciled to 
GOD, and made heirs of his kingdom. —How ? By 
grace, through faith *. Grace, like a magnificent ſove- 
rcign, from the riches of his own bounty, and with- 
out any reſpect to human worthineſs, confers the glo- 
rious gift. Faith, like an indigent petitioner, with an 
empty hand, and without any — to perſonal 
deſert, receives the heavenly bleſſing. 11 

Both grace and faith ſtand in direct oppoſition to 
works; all works whatever. Whether they be works 
of the law, or works of the goſpel; exerciſes of the 
heart, or actions of the life; done in a ſtate of nature, 
or done under the influences of grace; they are, all 
and every of them, equally ſet afide in this great af- 


That the bill of excluſion is thus extenſive, or ra- 
ther quite unlimited, appears from the reaſon afligned ; 
Leſt any man ſhould boaſt . that all pretence of glory- 

ing may be cut off from fallen creatures; that the 

whole honour of obtaining ſalvation, may be appro- 
priated to HIM, who hid not his face from ſhame and 
ſpitting —And is he not worthy, unſpeakably and in- 
hnitely worthy, to receive this unrivalled honour, as 
a recompenſe for his unparallelled humiliation ? 

Ther. All our good works, we. allow, are recom- 


* Eph. ii. 8. + Eph. ii. 9. 
pÞ mended 


ee 
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mended by CHRIST. They prevail for our juſti- 
ſication, only trough his merits. So that we ſtill de- 


pend upon the REDEEMER; and, by this means, 
pay him the higheſt honour. | | 

Aſp. Depend upon the REDEEMER! No, my 
dear friend. You rely upon your own pious acts, and 
moral qualifications. They, they are your grand re- 
commendation. The office conſigned over to the di- 
vine 7E SUV, is nothing more than to be (as it were) 
maſter of the ceremonies. He may have the credit of 


introducing your fine accompliſhments, with a kind 
of — | | 

comparable dignity ? Was it for this that he bowed 
the heavens, and partook of our nature? Was it for 
this that he became ſubject to the law, and obedient 
unto death? Only for this, that he might uſher in 
our own endowments, with a plume and a ſcarf f— . 


air —But is this an office ſuited to his in- 


Surely, Theron, you can never entertain ſuch low 
thoughts of the incarnate GO D, and of CHRIST's 


mediatorial undertaking. 


| Ther. Neither can I entertain ſuch {ow and vilifying 


thoughts of our own virtuous attainments. They 


diſtinguiſh perſons of eminence and worth, from the 
ſordid wretch and execrable villain ; juſt as the noble 
faculty of reaſon diſtinguiſhes the man from the brute. 
- Aſp. To 2 good works the merit of juſtifying 
us, is very different from vilifying them. Lou are 
ing to build a new houſe, Theron, Pray, do you 


intend to hew your timber from the flimſy tendrils of 


the vine? 
Ther. No, certainly &. 


Aſp- Becauſe you don't think its feeble ſhoots pro- 


per, to form the beams, and ſupport the roof, of your 
intended edifice; do you, therefore, affront. them, 


* No, certainly, Perhaps it may be worth our while to ob- 
ſerve, that this is the meaning of a very 6/olete expreſſion, 


which occurs in our tranſlation of («= «l=), Luke xvii. 9. I treu 


not. 


Vol. II. No 8. R depretiate 


——— —— —B — KE — 
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depretiate them, or diſallow their uſefulneſs ?—By ne 
means.—They may beautify your walls with their or- 
namental ſpread, and — 2 the deſſert with their 
delicious fruit. This is an office ſuitable to the na- 
ture of the plant; and from this it receives fuſſicient 
eſtimation, without pretend enflihg to on honours of the 
oak. 

Virtuons attainments, I own, are a conſiderable diſ- 
tinction, in the prefent ſtate of things. And, what 
is a high 3 ſhalt now outſhoot you in 

our — 8 HM! diſtinguiſh the true believer 
N profeſſor, even at the great tri- 

bunal But it let "hea de content with their province, 
hoes not intrude upon the SAVIOUR's gative. 
To feet juſtification, be hir; to diſcriminate the juſti- 
fied, theirs, —Neither let them elate their poſlefſors 
with a vain conceit of themſelves ; who, though they 
were meek as Moſes, holy as Samuel, and wile 2s Da- 
niel, raft confide in n „but the boundleſs mer- 
cies of the LORD; muſt noiSing, bet the 
zune merits of hi CHRI. 1 LS 

This is the theology, e Pjalmiſt, and of 
St Paul. They derive the bleſſedneſe in ſerip- 
ture, not from the ſhallow ftream of human accom- 
; ents, Ur 24 = inexhauſtible ocean of di- 

e. Bleſſed is he, whoſe unrighteouſneſſes are 
. are troered &. : 
ber. Will Hafi then, ke many of our modern 
— NN a rs ooh ? diſ- 
lay what to ſtren argument, but art - 
Fully ſecrete w_ tends to ur ond. his ſcheme ? 
How could you oops or ly ould you ſuppreſs, 
the following clauſe? and in whoſe g. . kd 
guile.— Was you afraid, it would ald dell your opi- 
nion; and point out an yrigbt, honeſt mind, as the 
cauſe of this bleſſedneſs? 
Aſp. Far was I, my dear Theron, from any fuch 
* Pial. xxxii, 1. Rom. iv. 7. 
| groundleſs 


—— — — — — 
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oundleſs apprehenſions; and equally far from all ſuch 
eluſory deſigns. Shall I talk deceitfully for GO D*? 
His ſacred cauſe does not need it, and 2 exalted Ma- 
jeſty would diſdain it. No; I would condemn my 
tongue to eternal ſilence, rather than ſpeak a ſyllable, 
either to conceal, or diſguiſe the truth. 

Moſt readily we will admit the ſentence you men- 
tion: In wheſe ſpirit there is no guile. It is evident 
from the context, that theſe words are not deſcriptive 
of a perſon, in whoſe heart and converfation there 7s 
no iniquity ; but of a penitent ſinner, whoſe mouth 
freely confeſſes the iniquity of them both; confeſſes 
without any reſerve, or the leaſt attempt to palliate— 
Which, inftead of invalidating, corroborates my ar- 
ment: ſince, according to your own allegation, the 
igheſt merit conſiſts in a free acknowledgment of fin, 
or a total renunciation of all worthineſs. 

Ther, When, therefore, we join repentance to all 
our other works; lament our deficiencies, and implore 
forgiveneſs ; ſurely this muſt be available with a mer- 
ciful GO D, and cannot but entitle us to the happi- 
neſs of heaven. | 

Aſp. How ſtrange does it ſound, at leaſt in my ears, 
for poor, miſerable, . guilty creatures, to talk of en- 
titling themſelves to the happineſs of heaven, by any 
deeds of their own ! when it is owing wholly to GOD's 
rich forbearing mercy, that they are not tranſmitted to 
hell; owing wholly to GO D's free preventing grace, 
that they are enabled to think a good thought. 

But not to enlarge upon this conſideration : — 1 


would ak, whether thoſe itential exerciſes were 


attended with a hearty deteſtation of fin, and an utter 
abhorrence of the ſinner 4 ?—If they were, you would 
think of e the lex eee 9 any thing of 
ink | | ee on any thi : 
your * N — „you would even Joath yourſelf.— If 
they were not, then your very repentance falls ſhort, 
Io xiii. 7, + Exck XII. 31. 4 
| an 
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and is to be repented of. It is as if one came to the preſi- 
fat for to draw out fifty veſſels, and there were but leben- 
ty*. It is, if I may continue the prophet's metaphor 
and the prophet's language, the ſcant meaſure ; which, 


in this your ſpiritual traffic, as well as in the affairs of 


ſecular commeree, ii abominable +. 
Or, ſhould your repentance be without a failure, 
and without à flaw ; I muſt ſtill fay to my friend, as 
our LORD replied to the young ruler, One thing thou 
lacke/t. In all theſe acts of humiliation, you have on- 
Iy taken ſhanie to yourſelf ; whereas a righteouſneſs 
is wanting, which may magnify the Iaw, and make 
it honourable, —Should G O D, without inſiſting upon 
this, pardon and reward, he would not act according 
to his glorious character; nor be, at once, a r 
and a SAVIOU R. And if you can find this righ- 
teouſneſs, either in the depth, or in the height above in 
any perſon or any object, ſave only in the imputed 
obedience of our LORD JESUS CHRIST; I 
retract whatever I have advanced. C 
Ther, A preacher and an author has lately aſſured 
us, that we are to be © accepted of GOD, and ſaved 
< by our own obedience.” If fo, I need not ſcruple 
to repeat my aſſertion, that our own duties, eſpecially 
when accompanied with repentance, are a rea/and pro- 
er foundation for life eternal. | 
. Then the apoſtle was under a great miſtake, 
-when, treating of CHRIST and his merits, he ven- 
_ tured to affert, Other foundation can no man lay, ſave 
that which is laid, even FESUS CHRIST |. 
Ther. If you will not credit a modern cher, I 
can produce a deciſion, made by one of the moſt an- 
- cient and authoritative fynods ; Then hath GOD alſo to 
. | the Gentiles granted repentance unto life . —Repentance 
 wnto life, is their unanimous voice, and my unexcep- 
tionable voucher. - Po þ | | | 
Hag. n. 16. + Mic, vi. 10. f II. xlv. 2r. 
11 Cor. fi- 11. 141 4, zi. 18. 
Fa 4b. 
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Aſp. 1 can eaſily gueſs the aſſembly, to which you 


refer. But I can hardly t it the veuerable name 


of a /ynod, It conſiſted of ſome Judaiging converts; 
who adhered, with a tenacious and bigotted zeal, to the 
Moſaic rites — However, though I might ſcruple my 
Theron's appellation, I readily acquieice in ther deter- 
mination. 

It is not ſaid, thoſe Gentiles were 1 and 
therefore G O D granted them life. This thould have 
been the language of the affembly, in order to eſtabliſh 
my friend's way of thinking.— On the coatrary, they 
were dead in fin. G OD, of his free goadnels, grant- 
cd them repentance : which is both the beginning and 
a ſubſtantial part of true life; even of that life, which 


is founded on juſtification, is carried on by aller 


tion, and completed in glory. 

I would farther obſerve, that repentance is a furnin 
of the heart. And when 4t is repentance unto-life, it 
1s a turning of the heart from every other object, to 
the great and fole fountain of ' CHRIST IE 
SU S*. Were men ſlaves to enſuality ? When 
repent, they ate turned to CHRIS 7, for refined and 
heavenly affections. Were they wont to conhde in 
themſelves, and their own works? As ſoon as they 


truly repeat, they turn to CHRIST for a better righ- - 


teouſneſs ; and, thereby, for everlaſting acceptance 
with GO D.—lo ſhort, they turn from every falſe 
ſtay, and fly only to CHRIST, depend only on 
CHRIST: looking, not to their own tears or hu- 
miliation, not to their own duties or graces ; but /cot- 
ing for the mercy of our ne CHRIST 


| _— —_— life +. 


— — it ſhould be wrong, to expect duch * 


as the inconceivable glories of heaven, 
on 1 — of our own duties ; yet to ſet them wholly 
aſide, to allow them 10 influence at all, not ſo mu 
as the /caſt co-operation, in turning the ſcale ; 3 this is 
Acts xix. 4. A + Jude 21. 
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an exceſs on the other hand. If the former is pre- 
ſumptien, the latter is fanaticifm. 
N . I myſt confeſs, I do not thoroughly underſtand 
oo 5 ean by fanaticiſm. Neither is it of much 
+ wget hy enter _ the diſquiſition of an ob- 
I would only maintain, that on us un- 
worthy ſinne:s whatever is beſtowed by the righteous 
. GOD, is beſtowed, er as à debt */ to Gar works, but 
as the donation of race. 

Ther. I think, it is fu ently of grace, if we ae 
knowledge good works to be =P, by the affiſtance 
of the divine SPIRIT; and then admitted, together 
with our SAVIOU R's merits, as a reeommenda- 
tion to the divine favour. 

Hp The Phariſie could make his acknowledgments 
for the aſſiſtance of grace: GOD, I thank thee, was 
his language. Yet this did not exempt him from the 
of pride, nor ſecure him from the fin of bea/t- 
ing. Beſides, if good works are wrought by the ope- 

ration of the divine SPIRIT, they draw a bill 

our gratitude, not upon the bank of heaven 3 they 
render us the eb/iged, not the deſerving party. 
think or teach otherwiſe, is errant Popery f, Mon 
it may lurk under a veil of Prote teſtantifm. 

You bring to m . a 3 ſtory.— Tw o 

ons — trav h the deſerts of Arabia. 
rer e other wore a ſword, 
and carried a muſket. As the place was exceedingly 


* Beftowedas a debt, is, I muſt allow, ſomewhat like jargon, 
| Ivy perhaps, jargon and inconſiftency may not be without 
n in this place; as th 1 to ſhew the _ 

of that doctrine, which would conn cc ſuch contradictory ideas. 
| + Cod werks, lays a champion for the church of Rome, are 
; nr the price we pay or the commodity we 
barter, far t we of Rauen. — Another zealot of that 
comunion gratis non accipiam, It. /ball neuer 
be ſaid, that 1 receive heaven merely as a matter of alms,—S0 
be { but, bleſſed — we have 6 „ earns) 


CHRIST. 
dangerous, 


© ÞA% A Ot. A ER Aid a7 


* . 2 n 


DIALOGUE VI. 283 


dangerous, the latter, ſolicitous for the ſafety of his 
companion, makes him a preſent of his fire-arms.—- 
Which was no ſooner done, than a lion eſpies them, 
and advances fiercely towards them. The foremoſt 
diſcharges his piece, and wounds their horrid aggreſſor. 
The wound, neither killing, nor difabling, only enra- 


ges the monſter, He ſeizes the unfortunate markſ- 


man, and i upon the point to tear him limb from limb. 
His fellow-trayeller flies to his ſuccour; ſnatches up 
the carbine, which dropt from the other's hand; and 
fells the ravenous beaſt to the ground, Then, draw- 
ing his ſword, ſtabs him to the heart, and reſcues his 


The lion thus lain, they take off the Rin: which, 
he who flew the lordly ſavage, claims as his own, 
« No,” ſays his crateful friend, © as you did of 
* the r Ate D, Fax upon oe 
<< the il. Tex atisfaction AN or 
« the loſs of my piece, which you broke in the en- 
counter.“ —To obtain both, he commences a law- 
ſuit againſt that generous aſſociate, who not only g 
him the weapon, but faved the proſecutor from the 
very jaws of deſtruction. 19 

"Zher. If Thad been judge, I ſhould, without much 
heſitation, have determined ſuch a cauſe; Iiiſtead of 


coſts and damages for my plaintiff, I ſhould have tranſo 


mitted the wretch to the pillory. } vvadl 
Aſp. I believe, all the world would applaud 2 


| tence.— Only be pleaſed to remember, that the proce- | 
dure, on which you ſo juſtly animad ie the very pic - 


ture of our exceſſive unreaſonableneſs, if we preſume to 
write ourſelves creditors, and the divine BEING 
debtor ; pm opt yada wes» 
13 and enabled us to perform the duties 
of inefs. | | 


 Theren pauſed, as ſomewhat ſtruck by the reprefen- 
tation. After à ſhort interval, 4/; 
diſcourſe. . _ 


reſumed the 
| Believe 


— 
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Believe me, my dear friend; ſalvation, both in the 
root, and all its branches, is entirely of grace. Or 
elſe believe me, for the' many cogent tellimonies of 
ſcripture, which moſt circumſtantially afcertain this 
great truth. Election is of grace: Having predeſtinaled 
us unto the adoption of children, not on account of hn- 
man worthineſs, but according to the gred pleaſure of 
his will * —Equally gratuitous is our eſſectual voca- 
tion: GOD hath called us with an holy calling, not ac- 
cording to our works, but according to his purpoſe end 


grace f. Faith, with all its precious fruits, is bb I 


to the fame cauſe : By grace ye are ſaved through faith 
—From hence ſprings juſtification, together with all 
its attendant privileges: Being juſtified freely by bis 
x 2 .— This is the origin of regeneration, and every 
iving principle of godlineſs : Of his ewn will begat he us 
the word of truth +.—The conſummation of bliſs flows 
from the ſame all-ſupplying ſource : The gift of GOD re 
eternal life ++ lt is, in every reſpect, a gift; not only 
without, but contrary to, all detert of ours.—So that 
che foundation is laid in the riches of grace; the ſu- 
ture is reared by the hand of grace; and when 
the top-ſtone is brought forth, when our felicity'is 


* Eph. 1. 5. + 2 Tim. i. 9. + Eph. ii. g. 
Nom. iii. 24. Ae ro aue gap · One of theſe words mig! 
have ſerved to convey the apoſtle's meaning. But he doubles 


his afſertion, in order to give us the fulleſt conviction of the 


truth, and ta impreſs us with a ſenſe of its peculiar importance: 
FREELY BY His GRACE.—Is it poffible to find out a form of 
ſpeech, that ſhould more abſolutely exclude all conſideration of 
our own works and obedience ? or that ſhould more  emphati- 
cally aſcribe the whole of our juſtification to free, uninſiuenced 
- ſovereign goodneſs ? To find an expreſſion mere forcible for 
the „ will puzzle invention itſelf. But this expreſſion 
we uſed, again and again, by the ſacred writer; H dg 
„ e, Rom. v. 15. Ter x*p005 g rec Japuac, Rom, v. 17. 
5 4,» 4: am | 

++ Rom. vi. 23. , which is à more expreflive word 

than , and conveys the idea of freeft favour.. 
4 +7 completed 
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completed in the kingdom of heaven, the everlaſting 
acclamation will be, Grace, grace unto * it!! 

This is that glorious go Ay which human learning 
could never BO N "which carnal reaſon can- 


not underitand ; which the wiſdom of this world ac- 


counteth fooliſhneſs ; ; which the envy of the devil and 
the pride of man, will always oppoſe. 


Th ber, What ſay you to the opinion, which Ouranius 


ſo ſtrenuonſly maintains, That we are juſtiſied, not. by 
the merits of CHRIST imputed to us, o by CHRIST 
himſelf farmed in our N And Ouranius is none 
of your proud or carnal people. His writings are re- 
markadle for their mrict piety, and his life is as exem- 
plary as his principles. 


Aſp. You know, Theron, I have avthing to do with 


the perſons of men, but with the truths-of the go- 
ſpel. Ouramus, though eminently devout, may be 
miſtaken, And, if this is his way of thinking, he 
quite miſapprehends the doctrine of 


What is written in the oracles © ſcript? The. 


LORD juſtifieth the un wngodly It. What is implied in 
the maxim of Ouranius + 

heavenly, the Chriſt-like.—4 — rs juſtified by faith f, 
ſays the ſecretary of heaven. Ile is juſtified by works, 


ſays the pen of Ouranivs : only let them be works of a 


ſuperior order; ſuch as are internal, ſpiritual, and 
wrought by the operation of CHRIST on the foul. 
2 to this notion, every one is juſtiſied by 
his own love, his own purity, his own io gue ol 
as, an unerring, writer has moſt folemnly A rel. 
that by oN man's obedience many, many myriads of ſin- 
ners, even all the redeemed world, 5 
teous ||. 
This notion, 1 think, is ahn in its teſt ſubtil- 
or higheſt refinement. It difannuts the merit of 


HR [ST ; it vacates all :mputation ; and makes our 
ſalvation to conſiſt wholly in the work of ſanctiſication. 


Zech. iv. 7. f Rom. iv. 5. f Rom. v. 1. | Rom. v. 19. 


HE juſtiſieth the holy, the 


all be made 7 9 h- 
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i, n one of if you remember, I entered m — 
one of our firſt * conferences. An 

ving ventured to animadvert on the tenets —— o- 
rg it may reaſonably be expected, that I ſhould 
give an account of my own faith, —< I am juſtified ; 
my ſoul is accepted; not becauſe CHRIST has 
<« put his laws in my mind, but ſhed his blood for my 
: IE 5 becauſe 1.myelf am enabled to walk 1n 


89 converſation, but becauſe the LORD . 
as 7758 


S has fulfilled all righteouſneſs as my 
urety.” 


ber. I am for neither of the extremes. The mid- 
dle way is moſt eligible. This is what ſound ſenſe ap- 


proves, and the ſacred ſyſtem authoriſes. Whoſo belie- | 


eth on me, ſays our LORD, {ball not periſb, but Hall 
have everlaſting life +. Bleſſed, adds 2 beloved diſci - 

ple, are they who 2 his commandments ; that they may 
have a right to the tree of life ; 6nd may enter in, through 
the gates, into the city J. 

Conformably to theſe texts of ſcripture, I would 
neither reject our REDEEMER' s Merits, nor re- 
works. As this ſhady tree, and theſe 
cooling breezes, unite their properties, to render our 
ſituation e; ſo thoſe two cauſes, acting in con- 


junction, exalt us to the favour of GOD, and conſti- 


tute us heirs of heaven. —6 O D himſelf has joined 
them. And I muſt urge DN in our 
LORD's own words, "What hath jcined together, 


let not man put aſunder. 
Aſp. Weald you then make impotence itſelf a coad- 


| jutor with , Does this humble the ſinner ? 
does this exalt the SAVIOUR?— No: it is a moſt in- 


jurious 


of his mediatorial dignity. In- 
ſtead of excluding, it evidently „[ boaſting. 


nme ſuch a ſcheme, it would be faid by 


* See Dialogue II. a 
4 John iii. 15. | Ly 
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the inhabitants of the heavenly world, Thanks to 
« our bleſſed REDEEMER for this happineſs! yet 
not to him only, but to our own righteouſneſs alſo.“ 
Can you imagine, that the obedience of CHRIST | 

is inſuffcent to accompliſſi our juſtification? Muſt its | 
efficacy be reinforced by the acceſſion of our works? | 
And what are theſe works of ours, that they ſhould | 
inhance the value, the immenſe value, of our R E- | 
| 


DEEME R's!— Maimed, tarniſbed, warm- eaten things; 
eaten by the worms of ſelf- ſeeking, ſelf-admiring, 
ſelf-love; tarniſhed by a thouſand vanities; maimed 
by ten thouſand negligencies.—To join We in com- 
miſſion with our divine MAS TER's righteouſneſs, 
would be infinitely more di/graceful, than to tack the 
beggar's rag on the monarch's robe ; would be alto- 
as needleſs, as to dream of augmenting the fea, 1 
by the drops of our bucket. 
Ther, Worm-eaten ! What reaſon have you to repre- 
ſent our acts of obedience under this fardid and ſhame- 
ful image? Te. ee, | 
Ap. | thou ht, you could hardly brook this diſpa- 
raging expreſſion. It is ſomewhat like petty trea/or a- 
gainſt the dignity of man. My reaſons I would poſt- 
pone to ſome other opportunity; when, if you pleaſe, 
we will give the cauſe a full hearing. | 
At preſent, to make amends for this vile Dander, 1 
will ſuppoſe your works to have no defect; nay, to 
have all the perfection which you yaurſelf could with. 
— Will you g/ary on this account! —You are too modeſt, 
I am ſure, to avow or patronize ſuch a practice. Yet, | 
if we ſay or think, concerning any attainments of aur | 
own, “ This is the ground on which I expect to e- | 
« ſcape condemnation, and inherit hfe;” we do, in | 
the moſt offenſive, though not in the moſt exp/icat man- 
r —— Or 


* Omnis cauſa juſtitig et /alutis eft materia et oljectum 2 
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© Or, will you reckon, that theſe ſervices, becauſe 
faultleſs, are, in any degree, meritorious? Let us hear 
our L OR D's deciſion in the caſe. When ye have done 
not only ſome, but all thoſe things which are commanded 
you.—And where is the man, or what is his name, who, 
in any nation or in any age, has done all that is com- 
manded :? i | 

Where hall I find him? Angels, tell me where? 

Shall I fee glories beaming from his brow ? 

Or trace his feotſteps by the riſing floto rs? 
Yet even in ſuch a caſe, if all this were preformed, 
what ſhall we ſay? We are no better than unprofitable 

nts : we-have done nothing more, than what was 
our indiſpenſable duty to do * ; and have, on this foot- 
ing, juſt the fame claim to honours and rewards, as 
the negro flave, after the diſpatch of his daily buſineſs, 
has upon the eſtate or the wealth of an American plan- 
ter. 

Ther. But what ſay you to thoſe paſſages of ſcripture 
which I have quoted? You have given them a hear- 
ing, but no anfwer. They, I do inſiſt upon it, ex- 
preſsly aſſert, therefore inconteſtably prove, an union 
of CHRIS T's merit and our own works, in the 
buſineſs of ſalvation. 

Aſp. It is written in the book of Revelation, Bleſſed 
are they that do his commandments. And wherefore ? 
Becauſe the obedience of faith is attended with a real 
bleſſedneſs on earth, and demonſtrates our title to 
eternal bleſſedneſs in heaven. It is, though not the 
F. yet the evidence of our right to the tree of 

e. | 


Unde apofiolus : Nam fi Abraham ex operibus juſificatus oft, * 
zav N, i. e. Whatever is the cauſe of righteouſneſs and ſal - 
vation, is a real and proper foundation for glorying, There- 
fore the apoſtle acknowledges, 1 Abraham were juflified by 
works, he hath whereof to glory, . 2. | 


Luke xvii. 10. 
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All this I acknowledge. But where, 1 beſeech you, | 
does the ſcripture join the obedience of CHRIST | 
and the obedience of man, as mutually conducive to | 
the juſtification of a ſinner ?—The ſcripture utterly | 
diſavotos ſuch a copartnerſhip, and aſſerts what our ho- | 
mily expreſſes; © Surely, there can be no work of any | 
| 
| 
| 


« mortal man (be he never ſo holy) that ſhall be cou- 
« pled in merit with CHRIST's molt holy act &. — The 
ſcripture ſteadily declares, that, in this greateſt of tranſ- 
actions, CHRIST is not an acceſſary, but the prin- 
cipal ; nay, that he is ALI. Be it known unto you, men I 
and brethren, that, and. this illuſtrious and exalted 
PERSON }, tis preached unto you the forgiveneſs of | 
fins ; and by him all that believe are juſtified from all 
things. Through this PERSON, without any part- 
ner or coadjutor. By him; not by him and our works 11 


jointly, but by him ſolely ; without the concurrence 8 
-of any other action, or any other agent. This was 
typified by the kigh prieſt, when, on the ſolemn dax 
of expiation, he went into the tabernacle alone, and | 
made the figurative atonement without any affociate }. 
From all things; by HIM they are wholly, as 
as ſolely juſtified: freed from every charge, whether of | 
omiſſion or commiſſion; and. rendered, not in part on- 
ly, but — acceptable. | 
hope, therefore, you will no longer conſider the | 
ſupremely- excellent FESUS, as a partial cauſe of E 
our juſtification. What would be the. conſequence, . | l 
-if a perſon ſhould fix one foot on the bank of yonder 
river, and reſt another on the fluid ſtream ? | þ 
Wer. He muſt unavoidably fall. | 
Aſp. And what ſays our divine INSTRUCTOR | 
to double-minded Galatians, who could not be- 


=O Homily on Sead Friday. 1 
1 Ads hi. 38. 4 74», the word man is not in the origi - | 
nal. So that I think, hit illuſtrious and exalted PERSON, 

zs the fulleſt and moſt exact tranſlation. e 
Lev. xvi. 17. 
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lieve themſelves ſafe and complete in the merits of 
CHRIST alone; but muſt be ſeeking ſome other 
foundation, on which to repoſe 4 ſhare at leaſt of 
their confidence ? He ſays ; and they are awful words; 
they call for my Theron's moſt ſerious regard ; Te are 
fallen from grace *. 

i Let me entreat my friend to beware of this error. I 
think, it is the prevailing error of our times; and ſo 
much the more dangerous, becauſe it 15 fomewhat f 
cious.—To pour contempt upon the bleſſed FESU S, 
with the Libertines and Dei/ts, would be ſhocking to a 
mind that retains the leaſt reverence for ſacred things. 
Entirely to ſet aſide the meritorious efficacy of his un- 


dertaking, with the ian, and Socrmans, would be 


afflictive to a conſcience that is impreſſed with the leaſt 


ſenſe of fin. Whereas, to ere&t our merits on the 


Foundation of CHRIS T's; to be found in his, yet 
not renounce our own righteouſneſs; this is both plauſi- 
ble to out reaſon, and pleaſing to our vanity: This 
ſeems to honour the divine SAVIOUR, even While it 

human pride But this is an egregious falſo- 
and cannot ſtand. This is an abominable idol, 
odd be laid in the duſt. CHRIST, like the 
real mother of the child, will have the whole, or 
none 4; the whole—unſbared—unrivelled=-undiminiſhed 
Of our falvation. 

Let me once again entreat my dear Theron, to be- 
ware of this error. It is the main pillar in the Roman he- 
reſy, and the maſter-policy of the Poprſs Machiavilians. 
« CHRIST hath merited, that we may merit,“ 
is their grand maxim, and their grand delufion. 
erice come their penances and their es; 
the hypocritical mortifications of ſome, and 
the extra t auſterities of others: this enriches 
their ſhrines, and fills their cloyſters. And to 
thoſe feminaries of fuperſtition, let it be baniſhed, let 
it be confined. —There let them raiſe their ſcaffolding, 


* Gal. v. 4. 37% 1 | + 1 Kings iii, 26. 
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and try to enlarge the dimenſions of the ſky.. There 
let them kindle their fambeaus, and attempt to in- 
creaſe the luſtre of the ſun. And when they have ef- 
feed this eafter taſk, then will we Proteſtants follow 
their example, and adopt their ſyſtem. Then will we 
alſo think of adding our ow:. righteouſneſs, by way of 
fu ent to the dignity and efficacy of our LORD's. 
Ther. If we are juſtified wholly by our LORD*'s 
righteouſneſs ; if nothing need be added, if nothing can 
be added toits all-comprehending fulneſs; what becomes 
of the generally · received opinion, That CHRIST 
obtained for us only a paſſibility of being ſaved; or put 
us into a capacity of acquiring ſalvation? 
App. It will de difcountenanced and overthrown, as 
diſhonourable to the REDEEMER, and 
no leſs uncomfortable to the redeemed. When CHRIST 
procured our pardon, and recovered our title to life, 
it was all his own doing. Of the people there was none 
with him *. In both caſes his work was perfect. Hear 
his own teſtimony : I have fintifhed the work which thou 
gaveſt me to doy. Should you want an explication of 
e words, I refer to the comment of an apoſtle: 
He, that is, FESUS CHRIST, has obtained eternal 
redemption for us I. This was his work, and it is fully 
executed. He has, u E Has, obtained eternal redemp- 
tion; and left nothing for his people, but to accept - 
the glorious purchaſe, and live as becomes the redeem- 
ed of the LORD. % 
This truth is written, as with a ſun-beam, in the 
of the goſpel; and founds, as with a voice of thun- 
er, in the ſongs of heaven. Salvation to our GO D, 
they cry, that ſuteth upon the throne, and to the LAMB ||. 
Thoſe ſaints in aſcribe the whole, — he whole of 
their falvation aſcribe, to the grace of GOD, 
and to the blood of the LAMB. N 
Ther. Have not many of our ableſt divines repreſent- 
ed faith, obedience, and repentance, as the terms of 
* If, Kii 6. + John wvii. 4. + Heb, is. 12. | Rev. vii. ro. 
acceptance? 
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acceptance? CHRIST, according to this account, 
procured not the bleſſing itſelf, but only the grant of 
eaſier conditions, on which it may be enjoyed. | 
© Aſp. What fays that ſublime BEING, who gives 
the ableſt divines all their wiſdom? My. righteous ſer- 
vent ſhall juſtify many *; not pave the way, or adjuſt 
the preliminaries, but diſpatch the very buſineſs; hall 
fuftify—The terms of acceptance, for fallen and re- 
- bellious man, were, a full ſatisfaction to the divine ju- 
ſtice, and a complete conformity to the divine law. 
Theſe, impracticable by us, were conſigned over to 
CHRIST. By him they were thoroughly accom- 
pliſhed ; and by this accompliſhment of them, he pur- 
chaſed for us all bleſſings. Among others, he pur- | 
chaſed the gift of faith, the grace of repentance, and 
ability to yield thankful, dutiful, evangelical obe- | 
dience- Theſe therefore are very improperly called the 
terme, which are really conſtituent paris of our ſal- 
vation. | TEENS 
Io ſum up all in a word—the whole tenor of reve- 
lation ſhews, that there are but two methods, where- 
by any of the human race can be juſtified. —Either by 1 
2 ect obedience to the law, in their own perſons ; 4 
and then the reward is of debt f: Or elſe, becauſe 
the Surety of a better covenant has ſatisfied all demands 


in their ſtead; and then the reward is of grace.— i 

There is no trimming or reconciling expedient.— Vou t 
may chuſe either of the two; but no third is propoſed 

or allowed. * | 1 t 

© Ther. Was there not a different method for the an- h 

cient people of GOD? F | a 

4% None, Theron. In the ſtate of primitive inno- t 


cency, a perfett and perſevering obſervance of the di- 


vine command, was the condition of life and immor- | 
tality. When, by the firit grand apoſtaſy, this be- ti 
og 3 | * If. liti. 11. n 


©. + Rom. iv. 4. - Pattional debt; founded on the promiſe of 
the covenant, not ſpringing from any worth in the obedience. 
* 5 N came 
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came impoſſible; a free pardon, and gracieur accept- 
ance, through the blefſed FE SUS, were ſubſtituted 
in its ſtead. Which œconomy, like a fountain of life, 
was opened, when G O D promiſed the ſzed of the wo- 
man, to bruiſe the ſerpent's head *.—It ran, like a ſalutary 
rivulet, through the antediluvian world ; continued 
its progreſs ang d the ' patriarchal age; —flowed, in 
broader ftreams, under the Moſaic diſpenſation ;—is 
derived down to us, abundantly enla by the co- 
ming of CHRIST, and the miniſtry o his apoſtles ;— 
will be tranſmitted, with an inerealing f to the 
lateſt poſterity ;—nor ever ceaſe to amplify and extend 
its influence, till, as the fountain is become a river, 
the river is augmented into an ocean; and the tnt 
of the LORD our righteouſneſs fill the earth, at th 
waters cover the abyſſes of the fea +. 

There was, I confeſs, a diverſity in the »dminifra- 
tion, but no difference in the nature, of the blefling. 
FESUS CHRIST, however variouſly mani 
was the ſame yeſterday, is the ſame to-day, will be the 
lame ws As it is the very ſame ſun,” which 
Zleams at early dawn, which Hines in the idranciog 
IC and glows at height of noon. 

re 6 the tithe, and leaves a moſt 
. doctrine upon our memories. Suppoſe we 
take the admonition, and begin to move homeward. 

Ther. We need be in no hurry, A/pafio. My watch 


tells me, that we have vl an hour HBeſides, 1 
have ſomething farther to allege, and a very great 
authority, which ſcems contrary to Wn no- 
tion. 


Aſp. Juſt as you pleaſe, Theron. If 5ouchuſe to ſtay | 
am all compliance with your inclination ; and, — 
truth permit, I ſhould be all conformity e 


nion. 


Ther, You know, who it is that iſks, What doth the : 


Gen. iii. 55 + If. xi. 9. 1 Hed. Af. . 
Vor. II. N*'8 8 | 0 
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LORD require of thee * And neither of us nced be 
informed, Soc it is that the prophet replies; Do ju- 
tice; lone mercy, and walk bulb with thy GO DX. 
But I want to know, what you think of this paſlage ? 
A. I think, it is abſolutely — with your 
ſcheme. This paſſage inculcates humility. But your 
Theme is the very reverſe of that amiable virtue. A 
ſelfjuſticiary walking humbly with G OD, is little 
better than a contradiction in terms. 
The LORD has ſaid, Ye ſhall be ſaved by grace f.“ 
Your ſyſtem replies, No, but by our own works. pp 
It is declared in ſcripture, that the gift of GOD is 
eternal life.“ It is implied in my friend's doctrine, that 
this happineſs is the wages of our own deeds.—“ My 
<< SON ſhall have all the glory of a ſinner's ſalvation,” 
is the unalterable decree of the MOST HIGH.“ We 
will have a ſhare in the honour,” is the language of 
your opinion.—Look, how wide therefore the caſt 
1 welt ! ſo remote is ſuch a ſtrain of teach- 
ing from the practice of walking humbly with our 
GOD. 
| + Ther. But conſider, good Aſpaſo,; have I not the 
prophet's authority for my opinion? Are not his words 
expreſsly on my ſide? Does he not mention thoſe duties 
of morality and piety, as the ee 


TG the divine favour ? 
Ap. He mentions, I apprehend, a folicitous i mquiry, 
'To which he gives a ſatisfactory anſwer ; then ſubjoins 


a practical improvement of the whole.—The inquiry is 
ed in theſe words; Wherewithal /ball I come be- 
2 the . ORD, and bow myſelf before the high COD! 


Mic. vi. 8. 

** + Eph. ji. 5. This text lays the axe to the very rot of ſpi 

| e pride, — all ſelf-glorying whatever, Therefore the 
inſpired writer, foreſceing the backwardneſs of mankind to re- 
. ceive it, yet xnowing the abſolute neceſſity of its reception, 
again afſerts 8 8. FRY very ſame truth, in the very ſame 
words, 
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Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves 
of a year old? Will the LORD be pleaſed with thou- 
fand; of rams ; with ten thouſands of rivers Foil? Shall 
I give my firſt-born for my tranſgreſſun, the fruit of my 
body for the fin of my ſoul * TO Which it is replied, 
He hath ſbewed thee, O man, what is good for this im- 
portant purpoſe ; namely, the MESSIAAH, point- 
ed out by all thy ſacrifices, and deſcribed in the pre- 
ceding chapter. Atonement for fin, and peace with 
GOD, are to be made by a better hand, and in a bet- 
ter way, than thou propoſeſt. HE, whoſe outgoings 
have been from of old, from everlaſting f; HE, who is the 
SON of the HIGHEST, and yet the ſeed of Her 
that travaileth :; H E has undertaken, and will fully 


execute, this great office. 


And what deth the LORD thy GOD require of thee ? 
What temper, what conduct, what expreſſions of gra- 
titude, from his people ? who are reconciled through 
the blood of CHRIST, and admitted to the bleſſings 
of the new covenant ||. — They are to teſtify their 
thankfulneſs, by the alacrity, uniformity, and con- 
ſtancy of their obedience; or by the conſcientious diſ- 
charge of every moral, ſocial, and religious duty. 

If this be a true interpretation of the text, inſtead 
of eſtabliſhing, it overturns your cauſe, But I have an- 
other objection to your method, perhaps, mare weigh- 
ty than the foregoing. | 

Ther, Pray, let me hear it.—I am not ſo enamour- 
ed with my notions, but I can bear to have them cen- 


Mic. vi. 7. 8. + Mic. v. 2. 1 Mic. v. 3. 

| 7hy G OD, is the phraſe, Which denotes an intereſt; 
implies an appropriation; and is the peculiar language of the 
covenant.— Thy GOD; not made fo by thy humble walking, 
but by an act of bis own grace, previous to any obedience of 
thine — According to Theron's principles, the prophet ſhould 
* have ſuid, 8 (not with ty GOD, but) 

ar he may be thy GOD. * 4 | | | 
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| fared ; nor ſo attached to my ſcheme, but I can relin- 
| quiſh it for a better. 

| Aſp. 1 would illuſtrate my meaning, by a common 
Y experiment in optics. When objects are viewed in 2 
| concave ſpeculum, or 1 the hollow of a poliſhed ſpoon, 
| how do they appear ? 

Ther. Inverted. 

Aſp. Such is my friend's ſyſtem of religion. He 
inverts the order of the goſpel. He turns the beau- 
| tiful building upſide down ; and lays that for the 
| | foundation, which ſhould only be part of the ſuperſtruc- 
| ture.—Not ſo the apoſtle Paul. He, hke a wiſe ma- 
= | ſter-builder, places CHRIST as the foundation-ſtone ; 
| and rears his edifice of practical godlineſs on that all. 
| fupporting baſis —Examine his epiſtle to the Romans ns 2 
which is unqueſtionably the completeſt model of doc- 
trine, and the nobleſt body of divinity, extant in the 
He firſt difcovers the depravity of our nature, and 
the miſery of our condition.—He, then, diſplays the | 
method of our recovery by CHRIST, and the bleſſings 
1 freely vouchſafed in his goſpel After which, he de- 
EZ lineates the offices of mora/ity, and enforces them by the 

| moſt engaging motives : motives, drawn from the free 
unbounded loving-kindneſs of GOD our SAVIOUR, 
and from the rich invalcable benefits of his grace v 


| This, I think, is the beſt platform tor an evangelicalcatechiſm. 
The ruin of man, occaſioned by fin—his recovery, effected by 
CH R1ST—his gratitude, to be expreſſed by way of obedience. 
| his plan is carried into execution by the Palatinate divines ; 
| who have formed upon it, a fummary of catechetical inſtruction, 
(| than which I have met with nothing of the kind, more clear 
and fatisfattory ; more edifying and animating ; more exactly 
conſonant to the benign ſpirit — 2 or better calcula- 
ted to make mankind both holy happy.— This piece the 
reader may ſee, together with a judicious, and very valuable 
4 of it, in the Latin works of Henricus Altingius, 1 

Quarto. Which, I believe, may be bought for a rifle, | 

yet are more precious chan gold. ' 
Privilege 
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Privilege he mm as the root : from which, duty 
blooms, as the flower; godlineſs grows, as the fruit. 
The ſame order is obſerved t Peter, in his very 
conciſe, but very aceurate map, of the way to heaven: 
Elect, according to the foreknowledge of GOD the FA. 
THER, through ſanctiſication of the SPIRIT, unto 
obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood of CHRIST * — 
Firſt, the everlaſting and electing love of the FATHER, 
— Then, the enlightening and renewing agency of the 
SPIRIT; who teſtifies of CHRIST, and applies 
his death to the ſoul, purifying the heart by faith. — 
From whence, as from a fountain of living water, 
flows true ſanttification, and every act of filial obedi- 
znce, every ſpecies of rea} holineſs.— All which, be- 
ing partly defective, and partly polluted, muſt be 
ſprinkled with the blood of FESU'S, and made ac- 
ceptable by his dying oblation. | 
her. Is this the conſtant method, in which the ſa- 
cred writers * the goſpel · ſalvation? Do they 
always obſerve particular order, in arranging its 
doctrines and its duties? Or, is it not an inſignificant 
circumſtance, which goes firſt, provided we take in 
bol h ? e W | 

Aſp, To obſerve this order, I am perſuaded, is no 
inſignificant circumſtance. It is of great conſequence, 
both to our eſtabliſhment and to our growth in grace. 
Is it a matter of indifference to the archer, whether 
he ſend the point, or the feather of his arrow fore- 
moſt ? Can he, in either caſe, hit the mark with equal 
eaſe, and equal certainty ? 

I believe, you will find, that the ſacred writers, in 
all their evangelical diſcourſes, invariably adhere to 
this order. Nay, it took place even under the /egal 
diſpenfation,—When the LORD GOD publiſhed 
his law from mount Sinai; when he wrote it, with 
his own finger, on tables of ſtone ; how did he intro - 
duce the precepts? how enforce their obſervance ?— 


® x Pet. i. 2. 
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Let us attend to the preamble ; which is the language 
of love, and the very ſpirit of the goſpel: I am the 
LORD thy GOD, who brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out f the houſe of bonda — *. „have already de- 
« {vered thee with a mighty hand, from the moſt ſordid 
and infupportable — I have promiſed thee, for 


thy poſleſſion, the delightful country of Canaan ; 


a goedly heritage of the hoſts of nations}. Nay, I 
5 yelf am — portion; a GOD in covenant with 
«we engaged an inviolable contract, and with 

* the exertion of my attributes, to do thee good. 
« Herefore keep the ſtatutes, the judgments, and or- 
« dinances, which I am now going to eſtabliſh.” — 
Could there be a more winning inducement, or a more 
FPCEATIPE obligation, to obedience ? 

ight point out the fame ſtrain, running through 

ortations of Moſes, and the ſongs of David ; 
— ſermons of the prophets, and the writings of the 
apoſtles. But this I wave, not through an apprehen- 
ſion of its difficulty, only from a fear of prolixity.— 
However, you will not think me tedious, if I produce 
one more inſtance, from the great maſter of our 
ſchools. For we ourſelves were ſome time fooliſh, diſabe- 
dient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, livin 
in malice" and envy, hateful and hating one anather 
Here he ſets — A5 us a diſmal, but . icture, of 
our depraved and undone condition.— Then © preſents 
us with a delightful view of our redemption, doch! in 
its gracious cauſe, and precious effects. But after that 
the kindneſs and love of GOD our SAVIOUR te 
ward man appeared, nat by works , of See, 
WS we have done, but according to his mer 75 be ſaved 
us, 7 waſhing 0 1 regeneration, and renewing of the 
Hol T GHOS which he . hath fhed on us abun- 


4 N + Jer. iii, 19. 
1 Tit. ii. 3. 4. 5. 6 7. 8. 
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dantly, through F ESUSCHRISTourSAV IQU R. 
that, being juſtified by bis grace, wwe ſhould be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. — Having thus pro- 
vided for our happineſs, he then promotes our holineſs. 
This is a faithful Jaying, and theſe things I will that 
thou affirm conſtantly, that they who have believed in 
G O D, might be careful to maintain good works : theſe 
things are good and profitable unto men. : 

| make no comment * upon the paſlage ; becauſe, 
I hope, you will commit it, as a noble depoſitum, to. 
your memory. Your own diligent meditation, ac- 
companied with humble prayer, will furniſh out the 
belt expolition.—Only I would juſt remark, that the 
apoſtle, always conſiſtent, always uniform, marſhals 
his thoughts with his uſual exactneſs. Good works, 
are not diſbanded ; nor yet ſuffered to lead the van; but, 
made to bring up the rear f.— When he * 

| [4 


Perhaps, the reader will give me leave, though Aſpaſio has 
declined the office, to add a ſhort expoſitory ſtricture, upon 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed parts of this very important paragraph. 
—I. We have the cauſe of our redemption ; net works of 
righteouſneſs, which we have done, but the kindne/, the love, 
the mercy of GOD our SAVIOUR —II. The ect; 
which are,—1. Juſtification ; being juſtified, having our ſins 
forgiven, and CHRIST's righteouſneſs imputed: all this, 
without any the leaſt deſerving quality in us; ſolely by hir 
grace, and moſt unmerited goodneſs.—2. Santtification; ex- 
prefſed by the waſbing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
HOLY G HOST: whoſe influences purify the ſoul, as the 
waſhing of water cleanſes the body; and introduce an improve- 
ment into all the facalrties of the mind, ſomewhat like that 
annual renovation and general ſmile of nature, which the re- 
turn of ſpring diffuſes over the face of the earth.—III. The 
end and conſummation of all; that we ſhould be made heirs of 
the heavenly kingdom; and live, now in the aſlured hope, 
hereafrer in the full enjoyment, of eternal life. Ander 

+ The ſame order is obſerved by St John. Rev. xiv. 13. 
Bleſſed are the dead which die in the LORD; for they reft from- 
their lahours, and their works — follow them. Not go before, 

i 12 1 "7 ILL tO 
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theſe fruits of the SPIRIT, he mentions them, not 
ſlightly, as matters of ſmall moment; but earneſtly, 
as affairs of great importance. It is his defire, and his 
charge, thatall believers ſhould be careful * ; have their 
hearts upon the buſineſs ; ſhould uſe their beſt contri- 
vance, and exert their utmoſt endeavours, — not bare- 
ly to practiſe, but to maintain ; to be exemplary, 

iſtinguiſhed, and pre-eminent in the exerciſe of every 
virtue.—Becauſe this virtue, and thoſe works, though 
not the ground of a reconciliation with G O D, are ami- 
able in the eyes of all, and honovrable f to the Chriſtian 
profeſſion. They are alfo a neceſſary in recent in perſo- 
nal happineſs,and theapparent means of ſocial ie 

Ther. This view of the evangelical plan is, I mu 

confeſs, new to me ; and particularly your ordonnance 
of the _ to the Romans. 

Aſp. If this be new, perhaps, what I am going to 


advance, may be ſtrange.—We have been —— a- 
bout acceptance with GOD; and debating, whe- 
ther our own good works are the cauſe of this ineſti- 
mable bleſſing. What will you fay, if we can perform 


to open the everlaſting doors, and give them admittance into 


the manſions of joy. But they /o/bow them, when admitted. 


As the robe, which, on a king's coronation-day, flows from 
his ſhoulders, cannot but accompany him, whereſbe ver he goes. 
It may be pertinent, on the mention of this illuſtration, juſt 
to hint, that as it is not the robe of ſtate which makes the 
king; ſo neither is it the external practice of holineſs which 
makes the Chriſtian. An union with CHRIST, an intereſt 
in his merits, and the indwelling preſence of his SPIRIT; 
theſe, and nothing ſhort of theſe, conſtitute the true Chriſtian. 
Yet, as the royal robe is an attendant on majeſty, and diſtin- 
iſhes the monarch ; ſo practical godlineſs is inſeparable from 

ith, and adorns the believer. 
| ® emen. This is ſomewhat like that emphatical ex preſſion, 
which ſo often occurs in the old Teſtament, Mg? incu 7: 


Hall obſerve to do : ye ſhall be very diligent to fulfil ; ye thall 


be very exact in performing. 


f ee. The reader may ſee this word more critically 
explained, * — in the note. | | 


aa 


if 


DOS >. W = 2 
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no good work, till we are intereſted in CHRIST, 
and accepted by GOD? 

Ther. Say — That this is rzzing foundations. 

Aſp. It is razing the wrong, the foundation falſely 
ſo called: which will certainly deceive as many as 
make it their truſt —And is it not prudent, when we 
are building for eternity, carefully to examine the 
ground? i it not friendly, to divert a man from the 
treacherous ſand, and lead him to the unthaken rock? 
For this cauſe I ſaid it once, and for this cauſe I fay 
it again, That we can perform no good work fill we 
are intereſted in CHRIST, and accepted of GON. 

Ther. Produce your reaſons, 4/pa/io. And ſtrong 
realons they muſt be, which are torcible enough to 
fupport fuck an opinion. | . 

Aſp. The caſe ſeems to ſpeak for itſelf. How can a 
man that is evil, do works that are good ? Would you 
expect to gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles *— 
But let us hear what our wnerring TEACHER fays: 
As the branch cannet bear fruit of itſelf, except it abide 
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me *. 
Nothing can be more expreſs and full to our purpoſe. 
But that which follows, is far more awtul and alarm- 
ing to our conſciences. If a man abide not in me, he is 
caſt forth as a branch, and is withered ; and men gather 
them, and caſt them into the oe and they are burned f. 
From which it appears, that the human heart is ne- 
ver actuated by good tempers, that the human life can 
never be productive of good works, until a man is in- 
grafted into CHRIST. No more than a branch can 
bear valuable fruit, while it continues in a ſtate of 
ſeparation from the tree j.—lt appears alſo, that per- 

| tons 


* John xv. 4. Is John xv. 6. Wt 
+ This diſcovers an error, which is often committed, in 


our attempts to inſtruct little children. What is more com- 


mon, than to' tell them! « If they will be good, GOD 
+ almighty will love and bleſs them.” — Whereas they ſhould 
rather be informed, © that they are ſinners; but that GOD 

| « almighty 
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ſons alienated from CHRIST, are, and all their per- 
formances too, Iike broken, withered, rotten boughs; fit for 
eothing, but to be committed to the flames, and con- 
ſumed from the earth. Both they and their ſervices, 
far from being meritorious, are, in the eſtimate of 
heaven, worthleſs and deſpicably mean. 

Ther. What! Are all the noble deeds, performed 

the advocates for morality, and lovers of virtue, 
worthleſs in themſelves, and deſpicable before the 
3U PRE ME B EIN G? Worthleſs and deſpicabie 

ting words!) only becauſe they are not attended 

— the e of your faith? Can the want 
of this little circumſtance change their nature, and 
turn their gold into droſs? | 

Aſp. My dear Theron, call not the circumſtance lit- 
tle, It is ſufficient, were your works more precious 
than gold, to debaſe them into tin, into lead, into 
droſs. When the poor ſhepherd brought you, yeſter- 
day morning, a preſent of ſome wood-ſtrawberries ; 
bringing them, as an humble expreſſion of his grat:- 
tude, they were kindly received. But if he had of- 
fered them, as a price for your houſe, or as the pur- 
chaſe of your eſtate ; how ſhould you have regarded 
them in ſuch a connection? No words can expreſs 
the diſdain you would have conceived. — When Bar- 
:abas preſented a ſum of money to the apoſtles, for 
the ſupply of their neceſſities, and the rehef of indi- 
gent believers “; it was welcome to them, and plea- 
ung to their GOD. But, when Simon the ſorcerer 
offered his gold to Peter and John; offering it, not 
from a principle of faith, but as an equivalent for the 
HOLYSPIRIT; not in order to teſtify his thank- 
tulneſs, but rather to play the huckſter with heaven; 
it was rejected with the utmoſt indignation f. 
„ almighty has given his 8 ON to die for ſinners; and, it they 
& pray to him, he will forgive their ſins, will make them holy, 
« make them happy, and bleſs them with all ſpiritual bleſſings 
*io CHRIST,” Ah. 3. f Al t 20. 
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leave my friend to apply the preceding inſtances, 
Only let me beg of him to believe, that, if my words 
are grating, they are extorted by the force of truth. 
If lam obliged to blame what he calls good works; it 
is, as à great critic blames eloquence, © with the ten- 
« dernets of a lover.” —But my cenſure falls only on 
their faulty origin, and unbecoming aim. Let them 
ſpring from the grace of CHRIST, as their ſource; let 
em propoſe the glorytof CHRIST, as their end; 
then, inſtead of putting a {light upon them, or gi- 
ving them a bill of divorce, I would court, cares, 
and wed them. — Whereas, if neither his end be 
kept in the view, nor that principle operate in the 
heart; I muſt perſiſt, in queſtioning the genuineneſs 
of their character; nay, in denying the ery poſũbili- 
of their exiſtence. There may be a mimicry of ho- 
ly actions. But it is mimickry only: as empty, as 
the combs * made by thoſe waſps; and no better 
than a flame that is painted. 
| I have an authority for this doctrine, which I think 
you will not offer to controvert. 7 4 
Ther. What authority ? 
p. That of our church; who declares, in her 
XIIIth article; Works done before the grace of 
« CHRIST, and inſpiration of his SPIRIT, are 
« not pleaſing to GOD; foraſmuch as they ſpring 
4 not out of faith in CHRIST.” Faith in FESUS 
CHRIST purikies the heart. Till this be done, we 
have neither difpoſition nor capacity for holy obedi- 
ence. Nay, without faith in CHRIST, our perſons 
are abominable +; our ſtate is damnable ; and how 
of our works be acceptable ? 


can N i n 
Buch a one, you ſay, is honeſt in his dealings, tems 


t Faciunt et veſpe faves. | | 
* To the daſiled and unbelieuing ts nothing clean. Tit. i. #44 
The apoſtle joins wWefiled and unbelicving, to intimate, that 
without a true belief nothing is clean. The underſtanding and 
the conſcience are polluted, Both the man and his doings are 


1Mpure. perate 
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perate in his enjoyments, charitable to the poor. I 
allow it all. But, unleſs theſe ſeeming virties are re- 
ferred to the g/ory of the ſupreme JEHOVAH; 


- unleſs they flow from faith in the crucified FESUS; 


they may be acts of worldly policy, of ſelfiſh prudence, 
or Pharifaical pride. They are by no means a pleaſing 
oblation to the LORD almighty *.—Nay, inſtead of 
rao. ron of duty, and objects of approbation, they 
ſtand condemned in the ſcripture, and are breaches of 


the commandment. They ſtand condemned in that 


ſcripture, which declares, Without faith it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe GOD 4. They are breaches of that com- 
mandment, which requires, Whether ye eat, or drink, or 
whatſcever ye do, do all ts the glory of G0 D. 
Upon the whole; if we will ſubmit to the determi- 
nation of our eſtabliſhed church, or acquieſce in the 
deciſion of our divine MASTER; we muſt ac- 
knowledge, that there is no ſuch thing as a good work, 
till we are reconciled to GO D, and our perſons ac- 
cepted in his ſight. Therefore to repreſent our own 
works as the means of reconciliation and acceptance, 
is both chimerical and abſurd. Chimerical, becauſe it 


Might not this obſervation be made, with great propriety, 
in our mfirmary and other charitable ſermons ? Should not the 
audience be exhorted to abound in acts of benevolence, from a 
grateful regard to the infinitely-merciful and condeſcending 
JESUS? 2 Cor. viii. 9, —Should they not, before all things, 
be directed to make ſure their intereſt in the REDEEMER's 
merits ? that their perſons may find favour, and their alms ac- 
ceptance, Eph. i. 6 —Should they not be admoniſhed, that 
without this believing application to CHRIST, whatever they 
do, whatever they give, is worthleſs in the eye of their 
MAKER, and will be fruitleſs to their own fouls. Heb. xi. 


6. In this reſpe& our SAVIOUR was eminently typificd by 


the Jewiſb altar; on which every ſacrifice, by whomſoever 
brought, was to be offered, and ſeparate from which no ſa- 
crifice, however coſtly, could be accepted, Exed. xx. 24, 
* ii. 3 


4. 
+ Heb. xi. 6. t 1 Cor. x. 31. 
duilds 
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builds upon a phantom, and takes for a reality, What 
has no exiſtence. Abſurd, becaule it inverts the natu- 
ral order of things, and would make the effect ante- 

cedent to the cauſe. 55 5 


Ther. Before we quit this agreeable retreat, let me 
aſk my A/paſio, What he propoſes, by running down 
all thoſe works, which are the produce of inward re- 
ligion, and eſſential to true holineſs ; whoſe excellency 
is diſplayed in the cleareſt, and whoſe neceſſity is urged 
in the ſtrongeſt terins, throughout the whole Bible? 

Aſp. I am far from running down works, which are 
the produce of inward religion ; and therefore may 
be juſtly ſtyled, works of faith, and labaurs of love *,— 
But I would caution my Theron and myſelf to take 
care, that our works be accompanied- with thoſe cir- 
cumſtances, which alone can render them truly good. 
Let them ariſe from faith, and bear witneſs to — or 
elſe we ſhall have thi/tles inſtead of wheat, and cockle in- 
ſtead of ae” +. | | 

I would alſo perſuade my friend, and I would habi- 
tuate myſelf, not to repoſe our confidence in any works 
whatſoever; leſt they prove a bruiſed reed, that breaks 
under our weight ; or a pointed ſpear, that pierces us 
to the heart. We ſhall never be like the church, 20 
comes up out of the wilderneſs, leaning upon her Beloved |, 


* Works of faith, and labours of love, 1 Theff. i. 3. How 
finely are good works characterized in this place] though it be 
only en paſſant, tranſiently, or by the by. And how judicioufly 
are the true diſtinguiſhed from the counterfeit ! Works which 
are done in faith, works which proceed from love ; theſe, 
and theſe only, the apoſtle ſignifies, are really good. As 
ſome noble river, though preſſing forward to the ocean; 
nouriſhes many a fair plant; and ſuckles many a ſweet flower 
by the way; ſo the ſacred writers, though principally intent (as 
here) upon ſome different point, yet drop incidenta/ly ſuch 
valuable truths, as chear the belicver's heart, and make glad 
the city of our G OD. | 


+ Job xxxi. 40. t Cant, viii. 5. 
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ſo long as we bolſter up ourſelves with a conceit of 
perſonal righteoufneſs. This was the error, the fatal 
error of the Phariſees ; this the film which blinded 


the eyes of their mind, and ſealed them up under the 


darkneſs of final unbelief. 
- Beſides, my dear Theron, if you expect to be ſaved 


| — your own duties, you will be loath to ſee the worſt 


your condition. To fee the worſt of your condi- 
tion, will be a dagger to your hopes, and as death to 
your foul. You will therefore be inclined to daub with 
untempered mortar *. Inſtead of acknowledging. the 
deep depravity of your nature, and the numberleſs 
iniquities of your life, you will invent a thouſand ex- 
cuſes to rr your guilt; and, by this means, erect 
1 wall of partition between your ſoul and the merits of 
your REDEEMER: which will be a greater in- 
convenience, a more deſtructive evil, than to cut off 
all ſupply of proviſion from an army, or even to in- 
e fun-beams from viſiting the earth. 

Tber. Now you talk of armies, I muſt obſerve, that, 
though I have ſcarce been able to keep my ground, in 
this argumentative action, I cannot allow you the ho- 
nour of a victory; as a retreat is very different from a 
rout , 4 : 8 


© Aſp. T would alfo remark, that my friend has chan- 
ged the intended plan of 'our operations ; has almoſt 
continually acted upon the Lea While my part 
has been only to ſuſtain the ſhock. At our next en- 
counter, you may expect to have the order of battle 
reverſed. I ſhall direct my forces to begin the charge. 
Put yourſelf therefore in readineſs for a br attack. 

- Ther, You act the fair enemy, 4/paſio, I muſt confeſs, 
in * ving the alarm, before you make the yg 
> This hoſtility may appear fairer /7i//, when 

ale you, that eee aim Wh at the deſtruction 
of your comfort, or the demolition of any valuable 
intereſt. Only they would be mighty through: G OD, 


Eck. xii, 10-5 * 


to 
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to pull down the ſtrong-holds of unbelief; and bein 
every ſelt-exalting, every rebellious thought, captive u- 
to CHRIST, captive, in a orofeſſed ſubmiſſion to 
his righteouſneſs, as well as à dutiful ſubjection to his 
commands.—And, when ſuch is the tendency of the 
campaign, it will be your greateſt advantage, to loſe 
the victory. It will be better than a triumph, to gc- 
knowledge yourſelf vanquiſhed. 


23 Cor. % 4 & 


Pr 
r 


Ther. UR laſt converſation ended with a challenge, 
To decline or delay the acceptance of jt, 

would look like cowardice in me, and be a piece of 
injuſtice to you, A/pafio. Therefore I am now ready 
to give you all the ſatisfaction, which a gentleman can 
demand.—Only, as the weather continues hazy, I be- 
lieve, my /tudy muſt be the place of action. 

Aſp. A ch ge! Theron — 

Ther. What, Sir! do you boggle? would you cat 
your words, and play the poitroon ? 
*- "Aſp. Perhaps, I may have an inclination to follow 
the example of a brother-hero, who ran away from the 
Held of battle, juſt as his comrades were advancing to 
charge the enemy; and when called to an account for 
his behaviour, right worthily alleged, that his retreat 
proceeded, not from any timidity of mind; no, but 
from a concern for the public good. © For,” quot). 
he, © if I had been knocked on the head to-day, how 


*« ſhould T have been able to fight for my country to- - 
„ morrow ?” Fo | 


. * 


.. You ſmile, Theron, at my doughty warrior, and his 
ſage maxim. But, fince you have glanced at a certain 
modiſb cuſtom, give me leave very ſeriouſly to aſſure 
you, that, if the affair was to be determined by ſword 
420 | | 2nd 


— [——_ 
_— _ 


inſtanceof wiſdom, to hazard my 
of a turbulent ruſſian, who is a — to all the prin- 
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and piſtol, I ſhould reckon ſuch a conduct, a reſolute 
refuſal at leaſt, not at all unmanly, but the truly wiſe 


and gallant behaviour.—For "roy it can never be an 
e, at themerecaprice 


ciples of humanity and generoſity, but a ſlave, an aban- 
doned flave, to his own ungovernable paſſions. Surely it 
can never be an act of real bravery, to expoſe my per- 
ſon ; becauſe ſome fool hardy practitioner in the fen- 
cing-ſchool, is deſperate — to riſk his. — The 
gentleman, the true, gentleman, ſhould exert a beco- 
u OS dignity of ſpirit ; and ſcorn to ſet his welfare on a 
| with that of an inconſiderate and barbarous 
bully . 
ber. But honour, my Aſpafie, honour is at ſtake. 


'Better to loſe our life,” than forfeit our reputation. 
| Better to be in a grave, than to be the jeſt of every 
coffechouſe ; and perhaps pointed at, as we paſs the 


ſtreets, for mean- ſpirited, ſneaking, or, as the gentle- 
men of the fe ſo elegantly > White-hvered 
animals. | | 
Aſp. Forfeit our reputation Among whom, I be- 
ſeech you ?: A few raſh and precipitate creatures; the 
pupils of La Mancha's knight; ſons of Chimera 


and cruelty: whoſe applauſe is infamy and their de- 


* Aſpaſio calls the perſon who gives the challenge, a bully. 
And ſuch. ye er nee, all the maxims of fantaſtical and 
falſe honour, he will certainly be found, when tried at the bar 
of reaſon or juſtice, For, it the moſt impetuous, irrational, 
and brutal barbarity is allowed to conſtitute a bully, he has an 
indiſputable title to the character, who. on account of a mere 
punctilio, or ſome flight affront, would deſtroy a life, that 
might be of ſcrvice to feciety, might be a bleffing to various 
relatives, —and is intimately connected with a bliſsful or miſera- 
ble immortality. 

+ 'this kind of gentry are ſtyled—ina Book, with which 
they have little or no acquaintance ; but whoſe maxims will be 
had in reverence, when their names are loſt in oblivion— M 


O the jons of blufter, or the children of noiſe, Jer. xlviii. 48 
O the jons of of Aion 


DIALOGUE unt. 289 


traction the highelt praiſe they can beſtow. From eve- 
ry judicious and worthy perſon, your conduct will be 
ſure to gain approbation, and your character eſteem. 
When Cz/ar received a challenge from Anthony, to en- 
gage him in ſingle combat, he very calmly anfwered 
the bearer of the meſſage; /* Anthony 7s weary of life, 
tell him, there are other ways to death, beſides the point 
of my ſvord. Who ever deemed this an inſtance of 
cowardice! All ages have admired it, as the act of 
a diſcreet and gallant man; who was ſenſible of his 
own importance, and knew how to treat the petulant 
and revengeful humour of a diſcontented adverſary 
with its deſerved contempt. | 
Barely to loſe our life, is the ſmalleſt of thoſe evils 

which attend this miſchievous practice. It is pregnant 
with a long, an almoſt endleſs train of diſaſtrous con- 
tequences to parents, wives, children, friends, aſſociates, 
and the community.—lt is an infallible expedient, to 
be deprived of the favour of the infinite G O D, and 
to be excluded from the joys of his eternal kingdom. 
Alt is the /ure way, to hec | 
rence to the angels of light; and be made the laughing: 
ſtock of devils, in their dungeons of darkneſs *. Shame, 
everlaſting ſhame, Hall be the reward ct ſuch gallant- 
ry, the promotion ſuch fools f. | 

* « Let me tell you with confidence,” (ſays an excellent 
perſon, «ddrefling himſelf to one of theſe unhappy deſperadss ), 
* that all duels, or ſingle combats, are murderous; blanch 
© them over (bow you liſt) with names of honour, and ho- 
*« neſt pretences, their uſe is ſinful, and their nature deviliſh.” 
See the ſelect works of Biſhop Hall, in one volume fol. pag. 
526, Where the reader will find a happy mixture of true 9- 
ratory, and ſound divinity; a rich vein of fancy, and a ſwect 
ſpirit of piety ; contemplations upon the hiſtories of ſcripture 
(which, I think, are our prelate's maſterpiece) almoſt as en- 
tertaining and inſtructive, as the ſubjects illuſtrated are impor- 
tant and wonderful. —Notwithſtanding a few ſtiff ar antique 
phraſes, I cannot but eſteem the works of this author, among 
the moſt valuabie compoſitions extant in our language. 
„ | + Prov. iii. 35. 

Vol.. II. No g. T Ther. 
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Ther. With regard to this point, I am entirely of 
Jour 2 7572 „ however I may differ in other 


40. Sn Say you ſo, Theron Would you then tamely 
ſubmit to affronts, inſults, and injuries ? : 
Ther. As to the trifling affronts of a peeviſh incon- 
tinent tongue, I would treat them with a ſuperior 
ſcorn. And when thus treated, they are ſure to re- 
coil, with the keeneſt edge, and ſevereſt weight, up- 
on the impotent malice which offers them. The 
wretch ſhould ſee, that I could pity his miſery, and 
ſmile at his folly.—But as to injuries, the caſe is other- 
_ wiſe. Should any one aſſault my perſon, tis at his 

peril. He would find, and hon to his ſmart, 


Et nos tela manu, ferrumque haud debile dextra 

Spargimus, et noftro ſequitur de vulnere ſanguis &. 
Here, the fundamental and everlaſting law of 44 22 
ſervation calls upon us to play the man. And 1 
ſure, Cbrigianity does not require us, to yield os 
throats to the knife, or open our breaſts to the dagger. 

But to retire,—to deliberate,—to fit down,—and 
indite a formal challenge, —ſcems to me altogether as 
— and iniquitous, as to aſſault on the highway. 

at demands my money on the road, or extorts 
it by an incendiary letter, or decoys me into the ſnare 
by a forged and counterfeit note, is ſtigmatized for a 
villain ; is abhorred by every perſon of integrity; and, 
when detected, is rewarded with a halter. Why ſhould 
we reckon the headſtrong bravo leſs injurious * who 
makes his attempt upon my very life; and thirſts, 
with inſatiable fury, for my blood? 

Aſp. He allows you a fair chance, it is ſaid. 

Ther. A chance: Of what —Either of falling a 
facrifice to his rage, or of imbruing my hands in his 
blood. Which is neither more nor leſs, than reducin 
me to a . of launching into damnation as, 


* Virc. 


or 
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or of tranſmitting a fellow-creature to eternal ven- 
geance.—And is this an extenuation ? this a mitigating 
curcumſtance ? It really proves the practice ſo inexcu- 
fably wicked, that nathing can be pleaded in its de- 
fence. The very argument, uſed to juſtify the horrid 
deed, inflames its guilt, and aggravates its malignity. 
'Tis pity, but the legiſlative authority would inter- 
poſe, for the —_— of ſuch a flagrant wrong to 
ſociety, and ſuch a noterious violation of our benign 
religion. Why ſhould not the laws declare it felony, 
to make the firſt overture for a duel? Since it is al- 
ways more hainous, and frequently more pernicious ; 
is always murder in the intention, and frequently iſ- 
ſues in double deſtruction; the one inflicted by the 
ſtab of violence, the other executed by the ſword of 
juſtice. 
: Might it not, at leaſt, be branded with ſome mark 
of public infamy, or ſubjected to a ſevere pecuniary 
mul ? ſo that a gentleman of ſpirit and temper might 
have it in his power, to return the compliment of a 
challenging letter with ſome ſuch anſwer ; 
D — 
« However meanly you may think of your life, I 
« ſet too high a value upon mine, to expoſe it as a 
* mark for «ndiſc:ip/ined and outrageous paſſions. Nei- 
& ther have 1 ſo totally . all that is humane, 
« benevolent, or amiable, as to draw my ſword for 
« your deſtruction, becauſe you have firſt been over- 
came 12 precipitate and unreafonable er 
« You have given me an opportunity of acting the 
e gentleman _ the Chriſtian. And this 1 * * I 
* accept, as a note under your hand for five hundred 
pounds *; which will very ſoon be demanded, ac- 
«c cording to law, by, . boy 


S I R, | 
| 85 Tours, &c." 


eld; og; Aſh. 
Might not the refuſer 5 a challenge be dignifi:d with 
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A/p. But to reſume the proper ſubjea—the nature 
of our engagement: which I now recollect, and which 
was exphined, when I ventured to give, what you call 
the challenge.—As it is not my Theron, but the obſta- 
cles of his taith, and the enemies of his felicity, that 
I am to encounter, perhaps I ſhall have courage to 
ſtand my ground. And, inſtead of vialating the 
obligations of equity, honour, and conſcience, I ſhall 
certainly evidence my love to my friend; may poſſibly 
promote his trueſt good. 

Ther. 1 don't fee, how this can be effected by your 
late attempt. You undertook to run down all works 
of righteouſneſs, as abfolutely unable to find accept- 
ance with GOD, and equally inſuftcient to recommend 
us to his favour. It is for the credit of theſe, which 
Aſpafio has depretiated, that I enter the liſts. 

Aſp. Pray, what is the ſtandard, to which theſe 
works of righteouſneſs muſt be conformed, and by 
which their ſufficiency may be determined ? 

- Ther. The moral law, doubtleſs: I know no other 
flandard of righteouſneſs, nor any other way of be- 
coming righteous. | | 

46. You will, I hope, ere long be acquainted with 
another way,—At preſent, I agree to your propoſal. 
We will join iſſue on this footing ; and try the merits 
of our cauſe, before this tribunal. Yourlelf ſhall be 


ſome honorary diſtinction, reſembling the civic crown amongſt 
the ancient Romans ? Since, by his cool and temperate bravery, 
he faves one life from the ſword, another from the halter, — 
Was ſome honorary diſtinftion, on the one hand, united to a 
pecuniary forfeiture on the other, F cannot but think, they 
would prove an effectual method to check the 9 


with her own weapons, and turn the arti of revenge up- 
on herſelf, Thoſe deteſtable paſſions would be loath to in- 
dulge themſeves/in this horrid manner, if it was made the ſure 
way to ennoble and enrich the object of their rage. —YN. B. The 


civic crown was an ornament aſſigned to thoſe ſoldiers, who 


bad in battle reſcued a fellow-citizen from impending death. 


the 
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the judge. I will only aſk your opinion, and refer 
myiclt to your decifion-—You ſee, I am ſoon weary 
of the military ſtyle. I had obtruded myſelf on a part 
which I was not qualified to act; and now reſume a 
more becoming character. 

Ther. If you place me on the bench, I ſhall allow 
2 no ſuch digreſſions; but ſhall keep you cloic to the 

ubject. 12 

Asp. Has your Lordſhip then conſidered the nature F 
of the divine law, and the extent of its obligations: 
Ther. It obliges a/ perſons, and comprizes the whole 
duty of man. It forbids all immorality, and 1njoins 
every virtue.—Are not theſe your ſentiments ? | 

Aſp. They are, when ſomewhat enlarged. —The em- 
pire of the law, as prohibitory of evil, extends both to 
the outward and inward man. It takes cognizance of 
the actions. Ic judges every word. All the opera- 
tions, and all the diſpoſitions of the foul, come under 
its ſacred juriſdiction. —lt is indeed a diſcerner, na. 
only of the working thoughts, but alſo of the dawn- 
ing intentions; and arraigns them both at its awful 
bar. It pierces even to the dividing aſunder of the foul 
and ſpirit *. Not the inmoſt receſſes of the breaſt are 
too deep for its penetration; nor all the artifices of the 
deceitful heart too ſubtile for its detection. Other 
laws forbid the unclean act; this condemns the wanton 
eye, and irregular deſire. Other laws punith the in- 
jurious deed ; his paſſes ſentence on the unguarded 
ſallies of paſſion, and the moit ſecret emotions of re- 
ſentment. So eminently true is that reinark of the 
pſalmiſi, Thy commandments are exceeding broad © -— 
Tell me now, Theron, has your obedience been com- 
menſurate to this extenſive platform of duty ? 

Ther. If the law be ſo very extenſive— 

Aſp. Nay, my friend, you cannot ſuſpect, that I 
have ſtretched, to an undue extent, the obligations of 
the divine law. Since this interpretation is eſtabliſhed 

* Heb. iv. 12. + Pſal. cxix. 96. 
| T:3 by 
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by an authority 7% great to be controverted; too clear 
to be mifundereſtood; even by the authority of CHRIST 
himſelf: whoſe termon upon the mount is a profeſſed 


expoſition of the commandments, and maintains, in 


the molt explicit manner, all that I have advanced. 


So that, if our LORD's expoſition is juſt, I think, it 
will be neither raſh, nor uncharitable to ſay, There is 


not a man upon earth, but has broke them @l/. 

Ther. Are we all idolaters then? all adulterers ? all 
murderers? Shocking to imagine ! 

Aſp. It is ſhocking, I confeſs. —But how much more 


ſo, if ſuch delinquents expect juſtification by their own 


deeds ! | 

Ther. This is no proof of your aſſertion, my good 
friend. | 

Aſp. To be fond of gold; to be enamoured with 
the world ; to love any creature more than the ever- 


bleſſed CREATOR; are inſtances of idolatry *, 


not quite ſo groſs, but altogether as real, as to ſet up 
idols in our temples, or pay acts of adoration to ſenſe- 
leſs images. Have you always been free from this 
apoſtaſy of the affeftions ? 

Our infallible TEACHER has informed us, that 
ureaſonable anger, contemptuous language, and ma- 
levolent wiſhes +, are each a ſpecies of murder, and 
not many removes from the aſſaſſin's deadly ſtab. 
Have you been always meek, always benevolent, and 
never chargeable with this mental homicide ? 

We are Ether affured, that the indulgence of in- 
ordinate defire is, in the impartial eſtimate of heaven, 
as the commiſſion of the 1mpure deed f. And evil 
doncupiſcence of every kind violates that facred pre- 
cept, Thou halt not covet ||. Has your will been inva- 

riably 
* Col. iii. 5. Phil. i. 19. + Marth. v. 22. f Matth. v. 28. 
i Rom. vii. 7. Aſpaſio's obſervation brings to my remem- 


WE brance a remarkable incident ; which, as it is quite pertinent to 


our purpoſe, the reader will allow me to relate. It paſſed be- 
rween a friend of mine, aud a certain ingenious ſtranger, in- 
| to 
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2 upright, and warped with no irregular inclina- 
tion? Are you n unpolluted with this adultery 


of the heart? 
| wait not for a reply. I have often heard you plead 


_ guilty to all, yes, to all and every 1 theſe charges 


reſpectively. 

Ther. Where, and when, A/pa/i ? 

Aſp. In the moſt facred place, and on the moſt ſolemn 
occalion. And not you only, but a whole multitude 


to whoſe company he happened to fall.—The gentleman was 
extolling, at an extravagant rate, the virtue of honefty ; what 
a dignity it imparted to our nature ! -how it recommended vs 
to the Supreme BEIN G ! he confirmed all by a celebrated 
line from Mr Pope, 


An honeſt man's the nobleſt work of GOD. 


Sir, replied my friend, however excellent the virtue of ho- 
neſty may be, I fear, there are very few men in the world, that 
really polleſs it —You ſurpriſe me | ſaid the ſtranger, —Igno- 
rant as I am of your character, Sir, I fancy, it would be no 
difficult matter, to prove even you a diſhoneſt man,—I defy 
you,—Will you = me leave, then, to aſk you a queſtion or 

two; and promiſe not to be offended ? - Aſk your queſtions, 
and welcome, —Have you never met with an opportunity of 
getting gain by. ſome unfair means ?—The gentleman pauſed. 
Il don't aſk, whether you made »/e of, but whether you have 
met with, 2 opportunity ? I, for my part, have, and, I be- 
lieve, every body elſe has Very probably I may —How did 
you feel your mind affected, on ſuch an occaſion? Had you 
n» ſecret defire, not the laft inclination, to ſeize the adrantage 
which offered? Tell me, without any evaſion, and conſiſtent- 
ly with the character you admire ?—I muſt acknowledge, I have 
not always been abſolutely free from ever irregular inclination, 
but— Hold, Sir; none of your ſalvos. You have confeſſed 
enough, If you had the defire, though you never: proceeded 
to the action, this ſhews you was diſhoneſt in heart. This is 
what the ſcripture calls concupiſcence. It defiles the ſoul. It 
is a breach of that law, which requireth truth in the inner parte; 
and, unleſs you are pardoned through the blood of CHRIST, 
will be a juſt ground of your r—_—_e "vr n Joall 


judge the ſecrets of men. 
be T 4 of 
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of ſelf-condemned criminals, —-Our church, you know, 
has ingrafted the decalogue into her public ſervice ; 
znd taught all her members to anſwer, after the repe- 
tition of each commandment; LORD, have mercy 
upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law, Is there 
any ſenſe in theſe words? or have we any meaning, 
when we utter them? If we have, ſurely they muſt 
imply an acknowledgment of diſobedience in every par- 
ticular.— The criminal arraigned at the bar, never falls 
on his knees and craves forgiveneſs, till he cither con- 
feſſes or is convicted, This then muſt be the purport 
of our reſponſe. + We are verily guilty concerning 
* this thing. And we humbly implore, both pardon- 
ing mercy for the paſt, and ſtrengthening grace for 
© the future.” 

Give me live to urge my queſtion a little farther.— 
Is there a fing/e day, in which you have not trauſgreſſed, 
ſome way or other, this facred rule ? - 

Ther, If the law of GO D will diſpenſe with no de- 
viation, not even in the firſt ſtarts of thought, or the 
leaſt wanderings of deſire :—But ſurely to affirm this, 
3s to extend the law beyond all reaſonable bounds. 
The motions of evil deſire, if indulged, ate undoubted- 
ly criminal. But are they alſo, when re/trained, breach - 
es of duty? I ſhould rather imagine, that ſuch temp- 
tations are thrown in our way, for the trial of our 
obedience: which, had they no power over our 
affections, would not be trials; and when they are 
reſolutely withſtood, cannot be faults. 


Aſp. What was the judgment of our reformers ? 


and what is the voice of our church? We may find 
both in the ninth article. Although there is no con- 
* demnation for them that believe and are baptized, 
« yet the apoſtle doth confeſs, that concupiſcence and 
« luſt hath of itſelf the nature of ſin.” It is not ſaid, 
concupiſcence hath then only the nature of fin, when 
it is ripened, into action; but of ite, and before it 
breaks out into the commiſſion of iniquity. Of itſe/f 
it 


* 
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it is contrary to the pure nature, and therefore can- 
not but be condemned by the perfect law of G OD. - 

Ther. This I can truly plead in my own behalf, that 
it nas not been cuſtomary with me to offend ; at leaſt, 
not preſumptuouſly, or of deliberate wickedneſs. - 

Aſp. My dear Theron, do not offer to palliate your 
guilt. Such an opiate may ſtupefy, but will not cure; 
or rather, hke opiates ill prepared, it will intoxicate 
the mind, and counteract the operation of every heal- 
ing medicine.— Beſides, it is not only pernicious, but 
falſe and unreaſonable. You know the uſe of that /c- 
lar micreſcope, and are able to inform me of its effects. 

Ther. I ought to be pretty well acquainted with 
thele experiments; ſince it has long been my favour- 
ite diverſion, to employ a few ſpare hours in ſuch a- 
greeable ſpeculations. | 

Aſp. You have ſeen the body of an infect, accom- 
modated to the ſurpriſing inſtrument. When, in this 
ſituation, the animal was pricked by a very fine needle; 
your eye, your naked eye, juſt perceived the puncture; 
and difcovered, perhaps, a ſpect of moiſture oozing 
irom the orifice. But in what manner were the 
repreſented by the magnifying inſtrument ? 75 
Ther, The puncture was widened into a frightful 

42. The ſpeck of moiſture ſwelled into a copious 
— and flowed, like a torrent, from the gaping 
wound. An ox, under the ſacrificing knife, ſcarce 
looks more bulky, or bleeds more largely. 

Aſp. Don't you apprehend my delign ?—lf «ce, 
ſhort-ſighted mortals, and almoſt blinded with ſelt- 
love; if we cannot but be ſenſible of our taults ; how 
flagrant muſt they appear, in what enormous magni- 
tudes, and with what aggravating circumſtances, to 
an eye perfectly pure, and infinitely penetrating ? © . 

Inſtead of attempting to extenuate our offences, let 
us make ſome ſuch improving reflections.—“ If this 
holy law, which prohibits the minuteſt failure, form 
* the indictment ; if this all-diſcerning G O D, = 

| % ſifts 
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« ſifts our conduct even to the ſmalleſt defect, be the 
6 Judge 3 if our perſonal goodneſs, which abounds 
« with imperfections, be our plea ; what can we expect 
at that decifive hour, when the LORD ſhall /ay 
Judgment to the line, and righteouſneſs to the plummet * ? 
«. Surely, this conſideration ſhould incline us to ad- 
« opt the wiſe and ardent wiſh of the apoſtle ; That 
4 wwe may now, in this our day, win CHRIST, and, 
« at the laſt tremendous audit, -be found in him; not 
4 having our own righteouſneſt which is of the law, for 
* the foundation of our hopes, but the righteouſneſs 


which is of GOD byfaithin E SUSCHRIS Tt.“ 


Conſider the law in its nobler capacity, as injoining 
whatever is excellent. Can you hope, Theron, to be 
juſtthed by it, if you fall ſhort of its demands, not 


barely in a few inſtances, but in en of your 


life, and every temper of your heart ? 

Der. Such a hope, cheriſhed amidſt ſuch circum- 
ſtances, would be fallacious and-abſurd.—But I truſt, 
I am not fo very faulty, or rather ſo entirely abandon- 
de, as your interrogatory ſuppoſes. 

Ap. Have you duly „ the perfection and ſpi- 
rituality of the divine law*—It is a tranſcript of the 
unſpotted purity, and abſolute rectitude of the divine 
nature. It requires an unreſerved obedience to all 
GO D's commands, and a moſt unfeigned ſubmiſſion 
to all his diſpenſations ; without regretting the former, 
as a grievous yoke ; or repining at the latter, as rigo- 
rous treatment.—It calls, not only for external duty, 
but alſo for the moſt upright imaginations, and devout 
afſections.—Nay, it inſiſts upon the exerciſe of 
virtue, and that in the h:gheft degree: love to G OD, 
withorit the leaſt lukewarmnels ; and love to all our 
neighbours without any unkindneſs; a ſanctity of 
deſire, that knows no ſtain; and an humility of mind, 
that is free from all elatement.— In a word, it requires 


* If, xxviii- 17. K 4 Ly Phil. iii. 8. 9. 
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us to be perfect, even as our FATHE R which is in 
heaven is perfect &. | 

Do any of your actions come up to this exalted 
ſtandard ? Are any of your graces thus refined ? 

Ther. Am I then abſolutely an inſolvent before the 
great LORD of the univerſe? Have I no amb in 
my fold without a blemith ? — my life, no- 
thing in my heart, but what is defective and defiled ? 

Aſp. Indeed, my friend, this is not your condition 
alone, but the condition of the moſt irreproachable 
perſon on earth. There is none perfect, in any cha- 
racter, or in any work, no not one. None that 
the divine law, uniformly, invariably, and completely. 

Caſt your eye upon the names which are ſubjoined 
to thoſe beautiful prints, How elegant is the engra- 
ving | How accurate are the letters! The ſtrokes moſt 
delicately fine! Their ſhape moſt exactly true !—Let 
me aſk you to tranſcribe them with your pen; and 
make the copy equal to the original. Preſerve all the 
noble boldneſs of the Roman ſtamp, and all 6 
ful ſoftneſs of the Italian touch, —What ? you 
not execute this taſk, even in your preſent unimpaired 
health, and with the exertion of all your {kill ? How 
ſhamefully then muſt you fall ſhort, if your eyes were 
dim with age; if your hands ſhook with a poralytic diſ- 

* Matth. v. 48. Our LORD, having explained ſeveral 
commandments of the law, ſums up the whole, and gives 
us the ſpirit of them all, in this moſt refined precept ; Be ye 
perfect, even, &c. It the reader pleaſes to take this paſſage ine 
to conſideration, he will have a more ſatisfactory anſwer to 
Theron's objection, concerning the firſt motions of evil defire ; 
more ſatisfactory, I mean, than was ſuggeſted in the preceding 
pages. There the reply turned upon human teſtimony ; here 
it reſts upon divine authority. | 

I hope, the candid reader will, on other occaſions, remem · 
ber this obſervation. And if, at any time, the ſtrongeſt rea- 
ſons are not afligned, let him ſuppoſe it probable, that they are 
omitted in one place, only to be introduced and urged, perhaps 
with greater advantage, in another. An 
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order; and your underſtanding was oppreſſed with a 
lethargic dulneſs ?—Such is really the caſe with regard 
to all the children of men. Our nature is depraved ; 
our moral abilities are enervated ; and our intellectual 
faculties clouded. And can we, in ſuch a ſtate of impo- 
tence, tranſcribe that ſacred ſyſtem, wuich is the very 
image of G OD — tranſcribe it into our tempers, and 
render it legible in our lives, without diminiſhing one 
zot or tittle of its perfect purity ? 

Ther. Though 1 fall ſhort, there are Chriſtians of a 
much higher hf : Chriſtians, I don't doubt, who have 
theſe laws written on their hearts; all whoſe tempers 
are caſt into this heavenly mould. Nor am I myſelf 
without hopes of making more confiderable advances in 
holineſs. | | 

Aſp. May your hopes be quickened into vigorous 
endeavours ! and your endeavours be crowned with 
abundant ſucceſs! What you ſuppoſe concerning very 
eminent Chriſtians, I cannot wholly admit, neither do 
I wholly deny. They may have all their tempers caſt 
into the heavenly mould: but then they are conform- 
ed to the ſacred pattern, only in part. There is a re- 
ſemblance ; yet not fuch as that clear and ſteady mir- 
ror (pointing to a fine glaſs over the chimney-picce) 
exhibits; but ſuch as ſome turbulent and muddy 
ſtream reflects. If the breaſts of theſe eminent Chriſti- 
ans were formed on the model of Druſus's * houſe, 1 
verily think, you would have a lower opinion of their 
acquiſitions in virtue. : 

David, whom G O D himſelf digniſies with the moſt 
exalted of all characters, and ſtyles a man after his own 


When Druſus, a noble Roman, was deliberating upon a 
model for his new houſe, the architect offered to build it in 
ſuch a taſte, that no eye ſhould overlook any of his rooms, — 
% You quite miſtake my inclination,” faid Druſus. * I am 
« for the very reverſe of your plan. I would have my houſe 
« ſo contrived, that every paſſenger may ſee whatever is tranſ- 

721510 heart; 
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heart *; who, to a moſt inflamed love, added a moſt 
accurate knowledge, of the divine teſtimonies ; was 
deeply ſenſible of the truth I would inculcate. After 
an attentive contemplation of the ſublimity, the ex- 
tent, the ſanctity of thoſe heavenly inſtitutes, he 
breaks out into this humbling exclamation ; Who can 
tell how oft he offendeth f? * Was the moſt vigilant 
conduct, or the moſt purified ſoul, examined by 
* this conſumate rule; innumerable would be found 
« the {lips of the former, and glaring would the fai- 
„ lures of the latter appear.“ | 

Ther. 1 cannot ſee the reaſon for degrading human 
nature to ſuch an extravagant degree, — ranking 
human works among the refuſe of things. 

Aſp. Do you aſk the reaſon of this remonſtrance ? 
Alt is to preſerve us from the miſchievous error of 
the Phariſee ; who, meaſuring himſelf, not by the 
true, ſublime, and extenſtve ſenſe of the law, but by a 
falſe, debaſed, and mutilated interpretation, became 
haughty in his own conceit, and abominable in the 
ſight of G O D. — Hear him trumpeting his own 
praiſe; I am no extortioner, no adulterer J. This, the 
poor vain creature fancied, was a ſufficient obedience 
paid to the ſecond table. See him ſtill ſtrutting in his 
own imaginary plumes ||; I faſ? twice in the week :; 

[ 

For the propriety of this character, and its correſpondence 
with the perſo::, let me, refer the reader to a Note in Dialogue 
I. p. 42. 0 
+ Pſal. xix. 12. Luke zviii. 11. 

This ſcems to give the genuine ſignification of 0 v$aarv &v 
eriorec, Luke xvi. 15. Not that which ig highly eftecrmed, un, 
eh. The propoſition, taken in this ſenſe, is neither neceffarity 
nor univerſally true. Fhe mecknels of Hs, the fortitude ot 
Foſhua, the wiſdom of Selomon, were highly eſteemed among 
thoſe very men, to whom our LORD addreſſed his difcourt. 
Vet none can ſuppoſe, that the endowraents of thoſe illuſtrious 
perſonages were an abomination in the fight of G OD, 

Whereas, whatever is high and li/ted up, haughty ard con- 
ceitcd ; every ſentiment of ſelf-· admiration, and all the 2 5 

whi 
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Igive tythes of all that I poſſeſs *. This, he fooliſhly 


, was a due compliance with. the demands of 

the firſt table. The young ruler ſeems to have been 
er the ſame deluſion, when he had the aſſurance to 
declare, Al theſe things, which are preſcribed by the 


divine law, have I kept from my youth up + 


A more peſtilent opinion, it is ſcarce poſſible for the 
mind of man to entertain. And nothing can appear 
more egregioully miſtaken, if we conſider the va/? 
comprehenſrve ſcope of the facred precepts; and are 
convinced, that they require a mot er,, conformity, 
in every particular, and every punctilio. 

Der. Is there nothing valuable, then, in regularity 
of conduct, and integrity of heart ? . valuable 
in our acts of charity, and habits of virtue? nothing 
whatſoever that may recommend us to our Maker? 

Aſp. From our fellou- creatures they ſtand entitled to 
reſpect, imitation, and gratitude. But before infintte 
perfection, they muſt drop their claim, and he pro- 
ſtrate in the duſt; imploring forgiveneſs, not challen- 
ging a reward. We all diſcern a beauty and a twink- 
ing luſtre in the ſtars, when viewed under the ſhades 
of night. But, when the magnificent ſource of day 
ariſes, their beauty vaniſhes, - their luſtre is darkneſs. 
Such are human accompliſhments, when compared 
with the perfect law, or beheld by the piercing eye, 


of the ſupremely-glorious GO D. 


Ther. Methinks, this notion confour:ds the differ- 


which ſpring from that bitter root ; theſe are certainly and 
invariably objects of the divine abhorrence, — Ihis interpreta- 
tion, I think, is moſt ſuitable, not only to fact in general, but 
to the import of this word in particular, Sce Rom. xi. 20. 
where it occurs in a ſimilar acceptation, #» v4megror, Be net 
kigh-minded.—It ſeems alſo beſt to quadrate with the tenor of 
our SAVIOUR's reproof; Te are they that juftify your- 


ſelues before men: but all ſuch arrogant attempts, and every 


ſuch elated air, the moſt holy GOD beholds with deteſta- 


tion, 
Luke aviii. 12. + Matth. xix, 20. * 
ence 
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ence of good and evil; and, by rendering all our ac- 
tions blameable, would render them all ate. This is 
levelling with a witneſs ! 


Aſp. It only ſhews, that there are blemiſhes in all, 


Whereas ſome are flaw and blemiſh all over. Is there 
no difference between the /eopard's ſpots, and the ra- 
ven's . 5 If I r jen neither dap animals 
are perfectly white, does this imply, both are e- 
quall black ? X ** 

we perform, however ſpeciaus it may ſeem, is 
very far Sort of our elevated rule; therefore cannot 
procure the divine favour, or entitle us to the king- 
dom of heaven. —Nay, if 6 O D ſhould enter into 
judgment with us, on the foot of our own perform - 
ances; he would diſcover ſuch defects, even in the 


choiceſt inſtances of our obedience, as muſt render 


them matter of condemnation *, not meritorious of 
applauſe. | 

Be pleaſed to obſerve this penknife—What can be 
more exquiſitely teen than the edge, or more nicely 
poliſhed than the blade? but how do they appear, when 
beheld through one of thoſe microſcopes !? 

Ther. The edge leſs ſharp than the woodman's axe, 
or rather more blunt than his iron wedge. The poliſh 
reſembles a maſs of coarje metal, rudely hammered on 
the anvil. | | 

Aſp. How very delicate js the cambric, which forms 
your ruffles; and gives ſuch an ornamental air to 
your whole dreſs! Nothing can be finer than the 
threads, or more exact than the texture. But what 
is their appearance in a microſcopic view? | 


Ther. You would take the fine threads for hempen 


* To this aſſertion St Cyril, in concert with ſeveral other 
fathers, bears a very expres teſtimony ;_ Avis acer yg re bor eng d. 
Forur, waupre 8 aihas apopnony ay v vi Tv Tipupſalogrr Tt 3 fbacan{orlog Orv, 
Even thoſe of' aur actions, which feem to be performed in a right 
manner, could not eſcape cenſure and blame, if GOD ſhould x- 
amine, and bring them to the teſt. 18 hay 

| | [EE £3 cord; 


* 
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cords'; and would almoſt be poſitive, that they had 
been wattled together by the clumſy hands of the hur- 
dle- maker, rather than curiouſly wove in the artiſt's 
Aſp. That lovely Piece of enamel, which makes a 
part of your lady's penſile equipage, quite charms the 
ſpectator, with the juſtneſs of its figure, and the radi- 
ancy of its colours. But | 
Ther. Under the ſcrutiny of this ſearching inſtru- 
ment, it loſes all its elegance; and inſtead of winning 
our admiration, provokes our contempt. It looks like 
a heap of mortar, plaiſtered on by the maſon's trowel. 


Aſp. You ſee then, Theron, what groſs indelicacies, 


what bungling inequalities, this ſupplementary aid to 
our fight diſcovers, even in the moſt finiſhed works of 
human art. So, and abundantly, more, does the im- 
maculate purity of G O D diſcern imperfections in our 
moſt upright deeds, and moſt guarded hours: 


I faid immaculate ; and I ought to have ſaid more. 
For G OD is not only unerringly wiſe to detect, but 
infimtely pure to abhor, all contamination. Angels, 
and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, are endowed 
with immaculate, but the LORD is poſſeſſed of in- 
finite purity.—Have yon confidered this attribute of 
the GODHEAD, Theron? 

Ther. I have; and not. without amazement at the 
charming, the awful deſcriptions of it, which occur 
in the ſacred writings. -G OD is not only holy, but, 
as the lawgiver of the Jews very ſublimely expreſſes 
himſelf, glorious in holineſs M. The ſacred penmen, 
treating of this illuſtrious perfection, ſeem to labour 
the important point. They indulge the loftieſt flights 
of imagination ; they employ the boldeſt figures of 
fpeech ; and add the moſt glowing colours of elo- 
quence ; not without frequent acknowledgments, that 
all the force of language is abundantly too {ceble for 
the unuutterable ſubject. J bad e 

| * Exod. xv. 11, One 
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One of the prophets, addreſſing the KING eter- 
nal, immortal, invifible, breaks out into this ecſtatic 
exclamation; O LORD, my GOD, my HOLT 
ONE, thou' art of purer eyes, than (to allow, ſhall I 
ſay ? This is an aſcription of praiſe, unſpeakably too 
mean for thy ſurpaſſing excellency. Thou art of pu- 
rer eyes, than) to laat upon evil, and canſt not behold ini- 
quity *.—Another, wrapt into a prophetic viſion, ſees 
the /eraphim veiling their faces, in token of profound 
humiliation ; hears thoſe ſons of ardour and love, crying 
in loud reſponſive ſtrains, Holy, holy, holy is the LORD 
GOD of ſabacth 4.— Nay, ſo tranſcendently holy, 


lays 
Hab. i. 13. 

+ JV. vi. 3. The poets, and writers of a bold imagination, 
are particularly fond of machinery; of introducing celeſtial 
* in order to give ſome peculiar dignity to their plan, 
or ſome additional ſtrength to their ſentiments. With inimi- 
table propriety, and ſurpriſing emphaſis, is this ſpecies of fine 
writing uſed in ſcripture ; eſpecially in the paſſage quoted above. 

Let us only confider—The perſonages. Theſe are the ſera- 
pbim; pure and active ſpirits.  Likened, by the pſalmiſt, to 
flames of fire ; ſtyled, by the apoſtle, dominions and principa- 
lities of heaven. Who excel in ſtrength and wiſdom, in every 
high and bright accompliſhment.— Their attitude. They wait 
around the KING immortal, ſeated on his exalted throne. 
They and; are in a poſture of ſervice ; with their wings out- 
ſtretched, ready to fly at the firſt fignal. They ſtand, not with 
their eyes reverently caſt dgwn ; but with their faces covered, 
to denote the deepeſt ſelf-abaſcment : as creatures, that are con- 
ſcious and aſhamed of their own meanneſs; or as overcome with 
the inſupportable glories which beam from unereated majeſty. 
— Their action. They celebrate, not in cold converſation, but 
with rapturous ſongs, not with fingle voices, but in a grand 
choir, (731 IN my, ſee Pal, Ixxxvii. 5. 6.), the amiable yet 
cremendous ſanctity of the LORD almighty,--Their manner of 
expreſſion. Though filled and penetrated with the prodigious 
theme, they attempt not to deſcribe it. Impf᷑acticade that even 
by the tongues of angels! They cxpreſscheifiſelves, therpfore, 
in the language of profound admiration ;' in d, in re- 
iterated acclamations to the wonderful attribute; Holy / holy! 
holy !-—The _ of this auguſt appearance. The poſts of 

© 9, 199 the 
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ſays another devout worthipper, that all created glory 
is totally eclipſed in his preſence : He looketh to the 
moon, and it ſhineth not; yea, the ſtars are not pure in 
his fight *. And his very angels, thoſe refined and ex- 
alted intelligencies, he chargeth with folly +. 

Ap. Very majeſtic deſcriptions!—And pray let us 


obſerve the impreſſions which ſuch beamings of the di- 


vine effulgence made upon the faints of old. — Mo/e-, 
drawing near the cloudy pavilion, the preſence-cham- 
ber of the HOLY ONE of ael, fays, with emo- 
tions of uncommon dread, I exceedingly fear and 
quake. | —- When Fob is favoured with ſome pecuhar 


manifeſtations of the omnipotent G O D, ſee his po- 


tie door ſhake at the voice: the ponderous and * — 
pillars of braſs (ſee 2 Chron. iii. 17.) tremble like a leat. The 
ſpacious and beautiful houſe is filled with tokens of the divine 
indignation ; is inyolved in clouds of ſmoke ; and joins with the 
trembling columns, and adoring ſcraphs, to tell the thought - 
loſs world, I bat a fearful thing it is 10 fall into the hands of the 
living G6 0 D! The propher himſelt is ſlruck with aſtoniſhment ; 
is overwhelmed with awe; and cries out, as a woman in her 
© pangs.”—Caa any thing be more enlivened, impreſſive, and 
alarming? _ 

If I ſhall not treſpaſs upon the reader's patience, I would 
beg leave to add a remark concerning the word ſabaot h: which, 
though a Hebrew expreſſion, is retained in that excellent hymn, 
entidled Te Deum; and which ſome people, I am inclined to be- 
lieve, inadvertently confound with abbath. The latter ſigni- 
fies the reft of the ſeventh day; and, in this connection, yields 
a ſenſe not very appoſite, and comparatively mean, Whereas 
the former denotes armies ar hofis ; and furniſhes us with an 
image grand and majeitic, worthy to be admitted into the 
ſongs of ſcraphs.—It glorifies G O D, as the great, univerſal, 
uncontrollable SOVEREIGN; who exerciſes a ſupreme 
dominion over all-the orders of being, from the loftieſt archan- 
gel that ſhines in heaven, to the loweſt reptile that crawls in 
duft : who fays to a legion of cherubs, Go; and they go ;—to 
a {warm of inſects, Come; and they come; — to any, to every 
creature, Do this; and do it. Sec Matth. viii. 9. 
* Job xxv. 5. Job iv. 18. t Heb. xii. 21. 
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ture! hear his words! IT ahhor myſelf, and repent in 
duſt and aſhes . How ſtrong is the language] how 
deep the abaſement When //a:ah law the incompre- 
henſible ] EH OV AH fitting upon his thrune, and 
the princes of heaven adoring at his footſtool, ſeized 
with a pang of reverential fear, he cried out, o is 

me I am undone! for I am a man of unclean lips + /— 
When Ezetiel beheld an emblematical repreſentation of 
HIM, who dwelleth in light inacceſſible ; when the 
ANCIENT of days, veiled under a human ſhape, 
appeared to Daniel; though one was a devout prieſt, 
and each was an eminent prophet ; yet, overwhelmed 
with a mixture of veneration and terror, they both 
fell down at his feet as dead |: and this, not before a 

| tull diſplay, but only before a g/imp/e of the G O D- 

| HEAD; which, though partial and tranſient, was 

too dazzlingly bright, for an eye of fleſh to bear. 

O my friend! my Theron / what figure muſt aur 
mean performances, our low attainments, make before 
this immenſely-glorious G O'D ?—Let us examine the 

| behaviour and ſpirit of Job, a little more particularly. 
He is one of your favourite examples; and indeed 
very deſervedly; for in piety he had no ſuperior, 
and no equal ; tbere was none like him inthe earth : yet, 
when he has to do with the MAKER of all things, 
and the JUDGE of all men, he pours out his ab- 

athed foul in whole eg remarkable — If 1 


tion, 3 an be Sly creature; yea, io 
co pow pa and filthy, own cloat hs, were they 
ſenkib of the pollut not but bbor me. . 

This he 3 5 becauſe he was an habitual 
Job i. 6 I. A 5. 
t Eack. i. 28. Dan. x. 8. 9. | See Job ix. 20. 21.—30. 31. 32. 
U 2 lianer 
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finner, or chargeable with any ſcandalous immorality ; 


but becauſe his mind was filled with the moſt affecting 
ſenſe of GO D's inconceivable holineſs, and infmite 
glory. For, adds the venerable SUFFERER, he ts 
not a man as am; but a BEING of ſuch extenſive 
knowledge, that nothing can_eicape his diſcernment ; 
of ſuch exalred purity, that every ſpot of defilement 
is loathſome in his fight. For which reaſon, it is ab- 
folately impoflible, that I ſhould anſwer him, with re- 
terence to my own perſonal righteouſneſs ; or that we 
ſould come together in judgment, on any ſuch footing, 
without confuſion to mylelf, and ruin to my cauſe. 
To all this he ſubjoins, what is ſtill more memorable 
and exemplary : Though I were perfect yet would I not 
know my foul, I would deſpiſe my life, He ſuppoſes him- 
ſelf in a higher ſtate than your moſt advanced Chri- 
ſtian ; though I were perfect. Yet even in ſuch a ſtate, 
were it attainable and attained, I would not know my 
ſoul ; not dwell upon, not plead, no, nor fo much as 
cheriſh a thought of, my own accompliſhments and 
acquirements. In the important buſineſs of juſtifica- 
tion, they ſhould ſtand for ciphers; they ſhould be 
thrown into ſhades ; they ſhould entirely diſappear. — 


Nay more, I would deſpiſe my ife ; my life, with all its 


moſt ſhining actions and m ſhed virtues, 
thould be reckoned inſignificant and deſpi : juſt as 
infigmficant and deſpicable, with reſpect to this great 
nee 
pointed to diffuſe day amidſt the darkneſs of night, 
or ſpring amidſt the depths of winter. 
her. Theſe are alarming hints, Aſpaſio, I muſt con- 
feſs.—A law, which requires an exact and univerſal o- 
bedience, both in heart and life A GOD of ſuch 
99 — and glory, that men of the moſt ap- 
ou —_— are overwhelmed with confuffon, in 
ce - ſhall conſider them, at my leiſure, 
with the attention they deſerve.— At ent, I be- 
lieve, opportunity is giving us the flip. Yonder coach 


c 
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ſeems to be moving this way, and the livery looks like 
Philander's. 

Aſpaſio, deſirous to fix thoſe convictions—which are 
of the laſt conſequence to our faith and ſalvation— 
very deſirous to fix them on his friend's mind, replied. 

Aſp. As your vilitants are at a diſtance, give me 
leave to obſerve, That the wiſeſt of men, attending to 
the /ir/t of theſe particulars, has poured contempt up- 
on all human excellency ; There is not a juſt man upon 
earth, that doth good and ſinneth not *, The apoſtle of 
CHRIST takes ſhame to himſelf, on the ſame ac- 
count; and teaches all mankind to ſtrike the ſail of ſelf- 
conceit ; In many things we offend all j. David, con- 
{ideriag the {latter of theſe points, prays with the ut- 
molt earneſtneſs; Enter not into judgment with thy ſer- 
vant, O LORD! and aſſigus this humbling reaſon 


for his petition ; for, in thy ſig ht, ſhall no man living be 


ſuſtified 1. This induced Nehemiah, who had been fo 
nobly zealous for the honour of his G Q D, not to 
conſide in his own valuable ſervices, but make li- 
cation to forgiving goodneſs : Spare me, O LORD, 
according to thy great mercy ||. | 
Had I ſet before you the example of the poor pu- 
blicen, who ſmate upbn his breaſt; durſt not lift up 
his eyes to heaven; but cried from the bottom of 2 
polluted heart, GA D be © merciful fo me a inner 1 


Self-love, might poſſibly have whiſpered; © Surely, 1 


e am not to be ranked with that abominable wretch. 
] ſtand upon ſome better footing than ſuch an infa- 
« maus offender.” With reſpect to the enjoyment 
of eternal lite, we ſtand upon no better, upon no o- 
ther, And when lo as that obnoxious deſpiſed crea- 
ture, we are upon the very ſame graund with the moſt- 
exalted ſaints. They all appear before the MAJESTY 
of HEAVEN, in the ſame attitude of unfeigned hu- 
miliation, and with the fame acknowledgments of ut- 


* Eccl. vii. 20. + Jam. iii; 2. Pal. cxlltii. 2. 
| Neh.xiii. 22. + Luke xviii. + 
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ter unworthĩineſs. For it is a certain truth, and ad- 
mits of no exception, that to juſtify ſinners, is not 
the privilege of human obedience, but the /o/e prero- 
gative of the LO R D our righteouſneſs. 

Ther. Is not the practice of Hezetiah an exception 
to your rule? Theſe, if I recolle& aright, are the 
words of that holy king; [ beſeech thee, O LORD, 
—_— how I have walked before thee in truth, and with 

perfect heart, and have done that which ts geod i in thy 

F br 4 You ſee, he puts the iſſue of his trial before 

the e everlaſting G OD, upon his own integrity and his 
own obedience. 

40. Theſe are his words, but they are not uſed with 
this view. He humbly repreſents before the 14a 
SOVEREIGN of the world, how beneficial his 
former life had been, and how ſerviceable his prolonged 
life might be, to the beſt intereſts of the Feror/b nation. 
He recurs to his obedience, not that he may eſtabliſh 
his hope of eternal happineſs in heaven ; but that he 
may obtain a reprieve the grave, and a lengthen- 
ing of his tranquillity on earth Neither 3 is this obe- 
dience gloried in by way of merit; but only pleaded 
by way of argument: As though he had ſaid ; „Re- 
« member, gracious GOD, how 1 have exerted my 

royal authority, to ſuppreſs idolatry, to extirpate 
vice, and to promote thy true religion. Conſider 
« how greatly thy people ſtand in need of ſuch a vi- 

<« gilant and zealous governor; and to what a miſer- 
c able condition both church and ſtate may be redu- 
<« ced, if thou takeſt away thy ſervant by this threat- 
« ened but untimely ſtroke. for for the welfare of 

222 for the honour of thy name, for the ſup- 
port of * own — O Dp me a little!“ 
Ape nog ps r gs —As Theron conti- 

t and muſing, l/paſio, Sith a ſmile of bene- 

— Come, my Theron ; why ſo deep 

in thought? Have yau any objection to the evidences 
=Y Kings XX. 3. 
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have produced? They are ſome of the moſt dignified 
characters, and z/luſtrious perſonages, that could be ſe- 
lected from all ages: kings, princes, and patriots ; 
prieſts, ſaints, and martyrs. Should theſe be deemed 
inſufficient, I can exhibit a larger and nobler cloud of 
witnefles ;—{arger, for they are a great multitude, 
which no'man can number, of all nations, and kin- 
dreds, and people, and tongues ;—neb/ler, for they 
ſtand before the throne, - and before the LAM B, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands.— 
Aſk thoſe ſhining armies, Who they are, and whence 
they came? Their anſwer is comprized in one of 
my favourite portions of {ſcripture ; one of thoſe de- 
lightful texts, from which I hope to derive conſola- 
tion even in my laſt moments. For which reafon, 
[0 will allow me to repeat it, though it may perhaps 

e mentioned in a former converſation. We are they 
who came out of great tribulation ; and have waſhed cur 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the LAMB : 
therefore are we before the throne &. 

Some of them laid down their lives for the ſake of 
CHRIST; many of them were eminent-for works 
of righteouſneſs 3 all of them were endued with real 
holineſs. Yet none of theſe qualifications conſtituted 
their paſſport into the regions of endleſs felicity. They 
had ee their robes ; had fled to the atonement, 
and pleaded the merits of FESU S their SAVIOUR: 
—Hereby they had made them white ; this was the 
cauſe of their acquittance from guilt, and their com- 
plete juſtification :—And therefore, on this account, 
their perſons were accepted; they were preſented 
without ſpot before the throne ; and admitted to that 
fulneſs of joy, which is at G0 D's right hand for 
evermore. n 

Ther. 1 have no ohjection to your witneſſes. But, 
methinks, your doctrine is ſtrangely debai ng to human 


nature. 
| 5 wn vii. 14. 15. g 
94 4. 
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Aſp. A ſign, Theron, that it is e to the ge- 
nius of the go/pe/ : which is calculated, as the eloquent 

aiah foretold, to humble the ſinner, and exalt the 

AVIOUR #*: The loftineſs of man /hall be bowed 
down, and the haughtineſs of men ſball be made low, 
and the LORD alone ſball be exalted in that day f. 
Man, though naturally vain, ſhall be made ſenſible 
© of his numberleſs offences; ſhall ſee the defects 
+ which attend his higheſt attainments ; {hall confeſs 
the impoſlibility of being juſtified by the deeds of 
the law; and place all his hope upon the propitia - 
« tory death, and meritorious obedience, af the 


«* LORD FESUS CHRIST.” 


* This correſponds with a very valuable maxim, which an 
eminent divine once recommended to his people, as a touch-ſtone 
2 diſtinguiſh evangelical truth. That doctrine, he faid, which 


To humble the finner ; 
To exalt the S AV IOUR; 
To promote holineſs ; 
That doctrine which tends to accompliſh all theſe deſigns, you 
may embrace as ſound. That which is defective in its influence 
on any one of them, you Nr reject as corrupt. 
III. ü. 11. | 
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HERON, impreſſed with the laſt converſation, 

was very deſirous to reſume the ſubject, and re- 

new the important debate. With this view, he con- 

ducted his friend into a retirement, commodious for 
the purpoſe. | 

They enter a ſpacious /aton ; which lay oppoſite to 

the houſe, and ſtretched itſelf in the form of an ex- 

5 ed fan. The mounds, on either ſide, were drefſ- 

ed in verdure, and ran opt in a flanting * 

_— ng 


7 


 kke one continued piece of rock-work ; a cavern cut, 
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The whole, to an eye placed at a diſtance, bore the 
reſemblance of a magnificent via; contracting, by 
ſlow degrees, its dimenſions; and leſſening, at lait, 
into a point: which the regular and graceful ſeat, with 
all imaginable dignity, ſupplied. | 

Nature had ſenk the lawn into a gentle decline: on 
whoſe. ample ſides, were oxen browzing, and lambs 
friſking. The luſty droves lowed, as they -pafled ; 
and the thriving flocks bleated welcome muſic in their 
maſter's car. Along the midſt of this verdant flope, 


ran a ſpacious and extenſive alt: which, coated with 


vel, and fenced with palliſadoes, looked like a plain 
{tripe of brown, interſecting a carpet of the brighteſt 
green. At the bottom, two handſome canals, copi- 
oully ſtocked with fiſh, floated. to the breeze: whoſe 
waters, beheld from every. front-room in the houſe, 
had a fine effect upon the ſight, not without a refreſh- 
ing influence on the imagination. At the extremity 
of one, ſtood a ſtately colonnade. The roof was ele- 
vated on pillars of the Ionic order; and the area {lab- 
bed with ſtones, neatly ranged in the diamond-taſhion. - 
Several foreſt-chairs accommodated the anglers with a 
ot while the bending dome ſupplied with a 
| S and on the margin of the other ca- 
nal, was erected a ſummer-houſe, of a very ſingular 


kind. The D had an opening towards the 


north. It was cool; it was gloomy ; and had never 


ſeen the ſun, It carried the romantic air of a grette, 
or rather the penſive appearance of a hermit's cell. 


The outſide was coarſe and rugged with protuberant 
ſtones. Partly overſpread with ivy, partly covered 
with moſs, it ſeemed to be the, work of ancient years. 
Mou deſcend, by ſteps of turf, through a low and 
narrow door. A ſcanty iron grate, inſtead of a la; 

ſweeping ſaſh, tranſmits a glimmering light; juſt ſuf- 
ficient to diſcover the inner ſtructure : which appeared 


you 
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you would imagine, from the ſurrounding quarry.— 
Above, hung an irregular arch, with an aſpect rather 
threatening, than inviting. Below, lay a paving of 
— pebbles; in ſome places, a little furrowed, as 
though it had been worn by the frequent tread of ſo- 
litary feet. All around, were ruſticity and ſolemnity; 
ſolemnity never more viſibly ſeen than through a gloom. 
he furniture of the ſame groteſque faſhion with the 
apartment. A bench hewed, you would ſuſpect, by 
nature's chiſel, out of the ſolid ſtone : a ſort of couch, 
compoſed of ſwelling moſs, and fmall fibrous roots. 
From one corner, trickled a pure ſpring, which crept 
with a bubbling moan, along the channelled floor, till 
its healthy current was collected into a baſon, rudely 
ſcooped from the ground. On the edge of this little 
receptacle, lay chained a ruſty bowl, and over it 
ſtood an antique worm- eaten table. On the leaſt ob- 
ſcure part of the wall, you diſcern, dimly diſcern, a 
ment ſcroll, inſcribed with that fage, but morti- 
ing admonition, VAN1TY OF VANITIES! ALL 
1s VANITY! | | ir TR 
| Over this receſs, ſo pleaſingly horrid, and 
to ſolemn muſings, aroſe an open and airy Belvidere. 
You aſcend by winding ſtairs ;, and coming from the 
ancouth abode below, are ſweetly furpriſed'with an ele- 
gant hexagon. The ceiling lofty, and decorated with 
the ſofteſt, richeſt, almoſt- flowing fret-work. The 
wainſcot, in large pannels of oak, retained its native 
auburn: ſo beautrfully plain, that, like an amiable 
countenance, it wall ve been disfigured, rather 
than improved, by the moſt coſtly paint. On this 
were diſpoſed, in gilded frames, and to great advan- 
tage, a variety of entertaining landſcaper. But none 
ſurpaſſed, none equalled, all were a foil to, the noble 
lovely views which the windows commanded. —The 
chimney-piece, of white ſhining marble, ſtreaked with 
veins of vivid red. Over it was carved a fine feſtoon 
of artificial, in it was ranged 2 9 


r IIESS Ion: 
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tural flowers. On a table of gloſſy walnut, lay a port - 
able teleſcope, attended with Themſon's Seaſons, and Ju- 
nierit Prædium Ruſticum &. | | 
The whole was fitted up in the higheſt taſte, and 
turniſhed with every pleaſurable ornament ;- on pur» 
poſe to harmonize with that /avi/h garety, which ſeem- 
ed to ſmile over all the face of nature; on purpoſe to 
correſpond with that vernal delight, which came breath- 
ing on the wings of every fragrant gale, I may add, 
on purpoſe to remind the beholder of thoſe immorta/ 
manſions, which are decorated with images infinitcly 
more ſplendid, with ier unſpeakably more glorious: 
where holy beings will ſpend, not à few vacant hours 
in refined amuſement, but a boundleſs eternity in the 
conſummation of joy.—For, to a well- turned mind, 
nature is a preceptor; and theſe are her inſtructive lei- 
ſons. To the pure in heart, even ſenſe is edifying ; 
and theſe are its delicate moralities. 28 
The redundant waters of the canal rolled off in a 
ſpreading caſcade; which, tumbling from many 3 
little precipice, ſoothed the air with a ſymphony ot 
ſoft and gurgling ſounds; nor ever intermitted the 
obliging oflice, 1 5 | 
From morn to noon, from noon to dey eve. 


But, when the fanning breezes dropt their wings, when 
the feathered choir were huſhed in ſleep, when not ſo 


much as a chirping graſhopper was heard throughout 
the meads, this liquid inſtrument ſtill played its ſolo ; 


* Vanierii prædium rufficum—A moſt clegant Latin poem; 
which treats of every remarkable peculiarity rclating to the 
buſineſs of a country · life, or the furniture of a country · ſeat. 
It entertains us with a deſcription of the moſt agreeade ob- 
jects, in an cafy flow of the pureft language, and moſt mufecal 
numbers. | N 
It is, I think, one continued beauty: ſuperior to every thing 
of the kind I have met with among the moderns; und ſcarce» 
ly, if at all, unworthy" the firſt genius of the gugiſſan age. 
Ini Virgilo ſecundus, et pane par, | _ aim 
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{till purſued its buſy way, and warbled, as it flowed, 
melodious murmurs. 


Aſp. Such, Theron; ſo uniform, uninterrupted, and 
igvariable, ſhould be our conformity to the divine law. 
But alas! thoſe ſacred precepts are ſo exreeding broad, 
that the moſt enlarged human obedience is far from be- 
ing commenſurate to their extent; ſo aue. holy, 
that our higheſt attainments fall vaſtly ſhort of their 
exalted perfection. How then can we expect juſtiſica- 
tion from ſuch a conſummate rule? How dare we 
place our d ce upon ſuch imperfe& duties? 
eſpecially before a G OD of unerring diſcernment, 
and immaculate purity... | 

Ther. Becauſe mankind are incapable of pleaſing 
their MAKER, by yielding an ab/olute and invariable 
obedience to the moral law ; does jt tollow from thence, 
that they cannot render themſelves acceptable to him, 
by an univerſal courſe of ſincere obedience? 

Aſp. I think, it follows from what has been already 
obſerved. If youdelirenewarguments, they are at hand. 
Tie law, = the teacher of the Gentiles, is the mini- 
ftration condenmation *. How can this be true, if it 
requires no more than a fincere obedience ; ſuch as is 
proportioned to our infirm ſtate ? If this be ſufficient, 
to juſtify, and entitle us to our CREA TOR's fa- 
vour, the law ceaſes to be the miniſtration of condem- 
nation. It becomes (which is flatly contradictory to the 
apoſtle's doctrine) the miniſtration af righteouſneſs. 

The law is ſtyled, by the ſame inſpired teacher, a 
ſehoolmaſter to bring us to CHRIST IH. How can it, 

2 2 upon 
2 Cor, iti. 7. In this place, 1 apprehend, the apoſtle means 
the moral law, and that principally; as that alone was written 
and engraven on flones. Elſewhere, I believe, he uſes the word 
in a larger ſenſe; and intends to exclude all law whatever, fron 
bearing any ſhare in our juſtification, 

+ Gal. iu. 24. naa, a ſchoolmafter ho pretends not to 
| #niſb che education of youth; but directs them to, and pre- 

te Parcs 
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upon your ſuppoſition, be qualified for ſuch an office ? 
It a fincere obedience be the whole of its demands, it 
can no longer direct us to CHRIST ; it will no long- 
er deliver us over toaREDEEMER's merit; but 
muſt draw and attach us to t/e/f; teaching us to 
look upon its epts, and our own conſcientious 
obſervance of 1 as the tenure of eternal life. 

Do you inſiſt upon a third proof? A third preſents 
itſelf; not ſo much founded on argumentation, as de- 
duced from example.—How was Abraham *, the friend 
of GOD, and father of the faithful, juſtified ? By a 
courſe of fincere obedience ? No; but by faith in the 
promiſed MESSIAH. Abraham worked not, with 
a view to obtain juſtification ; but believed on him, who 
juſtiſtieth the ungodly —How was David *, the man at- 
ter G O D's own. heart, juſtified ? By his zeal for the 
LORD, and by his eminent ſervices? No; but by 


pares them for, higher ſtudies, or nobler employs. The law, 
in like manner, aims not at furniſhing us with a title to happi- 
neſs; but fits, diſpe/es, and diſciplines us, for the all-fufficient 
REDEEMER. 

Some have thought, that «c Xp» ſignifies, until the coming of 
CHRIST. But this will hardly conſiſt with the genius of 
the language, or with the import of the following clauſe, That 
we might be juſtified by faith, —Beſides, this would confine the 
efficacy of the law to that period of time which preceded our 
LORD's incarnation. Whereas, it fill does, and always will 
act, (until this corruptible ſhall put on incorruption), in a way 
of ſubſerviency to his merits. | 

** Theſe two examples are, with the trueſt judgment, ſe- 
lected, and with the utmoſt propriety applied, Rom. iv. 1. Cc. 
Rom. iv. 6. &c.— Abraham was the molt illuſtrious pattern of 
piety, among the Fewi/b patriarchs: In glory there was none 
like him, Ecclus xliv. 19. David was the moſt zealous and ſe- 
raphic of their kings; @ man after GO D's own heart, 1 Sam. 
Xui. 14. If neither of theſe was juſtified by his own obedience, 
but each by an imputed righteouſneſs ; if they both obtained 
acceptance with G OD, not as vpright beings, who might claim 
it; but as ſinful creatures, who mutt implore it; the conſfe- 
quence is glaring, It i ſuch, as muſt ſtrike every attentive 
underſtanding, and muſt affect every individual perſon. 2 
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2 righteouſneſs imputed : even that righteouſneſs of 
the bleſſed REDEEMER, through which iniquity 
rs forgroen, and fin pardoned —And can we be ſaid to 
walk humbly, or can we be thought to walk ſurely, if 
refuſing to tread in the ſteps of theſe exemplary ſaints, 
we divert into a path of our own deviſing ? 

Ther. Of our own deviling !'””—No, my friend: 
there is a milder law introduced by the eee. conde- 
ſcending and merciful to our infirmities, which accepts 
of r inſtead of perfect obedience. 

Aſp. was this milder law introduced, and the 
ſtricter abrogated ?- Not upon the entrance of ſin, I 
preſume. At this rate, the original law muſt be the 
creature of a few days, perhaps of a few hours only. 
But can we imagine, that the all-wiſe and unchangeable 
GOD would ordain a ſyſtem of precepts to be diſan- 
nulled as ſoon as enacted Not in our LOR D's 
time, I am very certain. That holy commandment, 
which requires 2 love to GOD, and perfect 
charity to men, he affures us, was ſtill in force *. 
Nay, it is evident, from the nature of the DEITY, 
and from our relation to one another, that it always 
will be in force; that it never can ceaſe ; but is neceſſary 
and everlaſting. 

« A milder law, condeſcending to our infirmities.” 
— What can be the purport of ſuch an inftitution ? It 
muſt be uppoſed to ſpeak. the following language - 
« Be it known unto you, O children of Adam, that 
« you are no longer injoined to love the LORD 
« with all your ſtrength, nor to love your neighbour 
« as yourtelves.—Once, indeed, I inſiſted upon abſo- 
40 28 of heart; »w I can diſpenſe with ſome 
degree of evil concupiſcence.—Since CHRIST is 
« come, and his goſpel preached, you need not always 
« be-clothed with humility ; but may feel ſome little 
4 emotions of pride-—ln ſhort, beeauſe you are weak, 


„Matth. xxii, 37. 38, 39. 
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« will connive, or even accommodate my demands 
to your enfeebled and depraved condition.“ 

Not to urge, (what muſt be ſhocking to every ear), 
that ſuch a doctrine would make the HOLY ONF 
of G O D a miniſter of lin ; and the goſpel of our ſal- 
vation, a patent for licentiouſneſs. Let me only alk, 
Does this agree with our LOR D's declaration? 
One jot or tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the lato, till all 
be fulfilled x. Is this ſuitable to the perfections of the 
divine LEGISLATOR, with whom is no variable- 
neſs, nor ſhadow of turning + *— Will this conſiſt with 
the avowed reſolution of the almighty JEHOVAH? 
He will magnify the law, and make it honourable f. 


Ther. However you may decry what I call the mild- 
er law, St Paul aſſerts it to be the Chriſtian ſcheme, 
This he ſtrenuouſly argues for, as the only ſchæme 
by which any man can be juſtified in the fight of 
G OD. 

Does he, Theron? In what epiſtle ? what cha 

2 e verſe ?—He ſays, addreſſing himſelf to he 
Galatian converts, I do not fruſtrate the grace of GOD ; 
for, if righteouſneſs come by the law, CHRIST is dead 
in vain ||. From which paſſage, we learn two very 
momentous truths: That were we to derive a juſtifying 
righteouſneſs from the law, this would not only be d- 
"aw the wy i of grace, but ſubverſeve of m 
v ing: — That, ing juſtification throug 

ES — behaviour, we make, as far as in us 
lies, the death of CHRIST a yarn thing; for which 
there was no occahon, and of which there is no uſe, 

To the ſame purpoſe it is written in that invaluable 
epiſtle tv the Romans I, I they which are of the law be 
heirs ; if they who truſt to their own performance of 
the law, are thereby entitled to the heavenly inheri- 
tance; faith ts made void, and the promiſe made of nong 

Matth. v. 18. Jam. i. 17. 1 H. xlii. 21. 
Gal. ui. 21. + Rom. iv. 14, 
efett. 
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effet.—Sce now, my friend, the tendency. of your 
opinion! It is not a mere ſpeculative miſtake ; an er- 
ror of inconſiderable conſequence ; but ſuch as ſtrikes 
at the fundamentals of the goſpel. . Inſtead of being 
the only Chriſtian ſcheme, it totally overthrows * 
Chriſtianity itſelf. For it would render the promiſe 
abortive, and ſuperſede the neceflity of faith. It. 
would deſtray the very exiſtence of grace, and make 
even the ood. of CHRIST a ſuperfluous tranſaction. 
Ther. This I ſee, A/pafio, that the method of obtain- 
ing acceptance on account of our own ſincerity, is a 
benign expedient ; ſuch as correſponds with the com- 
paſſionate nature of the DEITY ; and is, what the 
apoſtle ſtyles, being juſtfied by faith, without the deeds 
of the law. | Tye 
Aſp. How | To den by faith, and 22 
ſincerity, the ſame thing —Is it poſſible, that theſe 
ſhould be equrvalent terms? —Let me illuſtrate my 
query by a ſimilitude, which our preſent ſituation ſug- 
geſts. Sometimes, an eaſy compariſon is more con- 
vincing, than a laboured argument. 
From this pleaſing eminence, we command an ex- 
tenſive view of the country. Our eye connects the 
artleſs grandeur of nature, with the elegant embelliſh- 


* St Paul ſays of thoſe preachers, who taught juſtification 
by the works of the law, They would pervert, or (as the origi- 
nal word af. may be tranſlated) ſubvert and overthrow th 
goſpel of CHRIST. To pervert, give a wrong turn, or a falſe 
colour, ſeems not to expreſs fully the apoſtle's idea, nor to pre- 
ſerve the native energy of his argument. The Greek word is 
equivalent to the Hebrew ID, which we generally render ever- 
tere. Gal. i. 7 | | EY 

It may be worth our while to tranſcribe Beza's deſcant upop 
the paſſage: Which is no leſs pertinent, than it is important. 
Auid enim magis contrarium eft fidei, froe gratuite juſtification!, 
quam juſtificatio ex lege, ſive meritis, non CHRISTI ſed 
noftris * Itague qui volunt ifta dus conciliare, -magis etiam ſunt 
inepti, quam fi quis conetur lucem cum tenebrjs, mortem cum vita 
conjungere. | | | 
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ments of the ſummer-houſe. Nor is the public road 


the leaſt entertaining part of the ſcene : becauſe it pre- 


ſents us with a moving picture; with a perpetual ſuc- 
ceſſion of new objetts—How many travellers have 
paſſed in review, fince we took our ſeat in this 
able elevation! Juſt at this inſtant, a fa ——— 
out of the lane; filled, I preſume, with path 
that reſide in the neighbourhood, or are to 1 in 
the next market- town. We will ſuppoſe them ſet 
down at their journey's end, An acquaintance. viſits 
_ congra — — — and aſks 
t 4— % how came? — “ We 
came,“ Pl _ LATE without walking a ſtep our- 
% ſelves; yet by walking, as well, * as we 
« were able.“ —ls this —— intelligible ? are theſe 
methods of travelling confitent * So intelligible is my 
friend's doctrine. So conſiſtent is juſtification, vouch- 
ſafed without the deeds of the law; and juſtification ob- 
tained, by performing the deeds of the law, as well as 
we are able, 
Ther. Without the law, ſignifies, without the ne- 
ceſſity of an exact and unerrng conformity to it, | 
+ This is not without, but by the law, qualified 
e rigour of its demands, and departing ſomewhat 
fron the perfection of its precepts. Could you affirm, 
with any propriety, that this part of the — is 
without the ſun, becauſg an intervening cloud has mo- 


derated its fervour, r its « glare? 
What ſays the apo His wo another place, 
g in this. If a ſtate of ac- 


Ie ko. 
0} „. be referable to our 


ceptance with G O D beef 
own: obedience, whe ſincere or perfect; it is no 


more of grace *. Works and grace, in point of juſtiſi- 
* Rom. xi. 6, The paſſage produced by Iſogſio. refers im- 


mediately to the doctrine of election, and but remetely.to * 


privilege of juſtification. However, as the former includes t 
— if that be perfectly free, this cannot be the ; 
of works, The argument, therefore, 1 xppretiend, i con- 
clufiye, though the proof is not ſo direct. i 

Vor. Il. No 9. X | * 
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tation, are irteconeileable oppoſites T. Oh this pin- 
nacle they cannot ſtand together. One muſt ſupplant 
Ne overthiow the other. 

But why de | ſpeak of grace ? "If my friend's' opi- 
pio prevail, grace is at an end. What we took to 
he the goſpel, turns out à covenant of works. Salva- 
tion ceaſes to be x free gift; and becomes x neceſſa 
payment. For 1 him that worketh, that performett 
what the hw requires, ir the reward not reckoned of 
fr, but he may ehim it; as kis due; it muſt be Paid 

im, as matter of deb# 451 

Der. Lou e notice of what I utged concern- 
ing the benignity of this RKemez and how much it 
wie ee l eee mel. Fa! S LAT Ok. 

But why hould demenry erect its throne, on 
che enn df aft every other attribute ?Fhis me- 
thod would diſhonour the veracity of GON, which 
has denounced 2 curſe upon every deviation from his 
revealed will. t would depretiate the auminiſtration 
of his juſtice, which cannot but puniſh whatever vio· 


lates his ſacred precepts. It would Foy ts derogate 
from the dignity of his law, and make it a Geng 


of wax ; dead} add tracks! and take its form from 
the fin and weakneſs of human nature. * 


Ther. Will the Rene Kew they Se 
Mfc for human infirmitics, for conſtitntional 
faults, and ſtrength of paſſion ? 

P. Far be it from me to repreſent dee of the 
MOST HIGH, either mort ſtrict, or more yield- 
ing; than it really i is. To avoid all poſſibility ſuch 
4 miſtake, let us hear the declaration of the law itſelf: 
Curſed'is every one that continiteth not in all things, that 
are written in the book of the" lanw, to do them . . 


* E diametro inter 2 opponuntur, Moſes et ZESUS CHRISTUS, 
lex et prom iſi 19% facere ct credere ; opera et JOSE et 
dnum-, BENGEL, | a TS TI 35 ; 
+ Rom. ir. 4. l' Gal, 10. 
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Every one: without any exception of perſons; with- 
out any regard to pleas, either of human weakneſs, dr 
violent temptation. — That continueth not; it is not e- 
nough to obſerve theſe holy commandments, in the 
general tenor of our converſation. Our courfe of o- 
bedience muſt be without any intermiſſion; from the 
earlieſt dawn of reaſon, to the lateſt period of life. — 
In all things ; we muſt refrain from all the fins that 
are forbidden, and from every approach towards 
them. We muſt practiſe all the virtues that are in- 
joined, and in their full extent of perfection. 
In a word, the law infiſts upon obedience, perfect 
in its principle ; 1 in all its parts; perfect in e- 
very degree; and in each of theſe reſpects perpetual *. 
—The feaſt deficiency in any one particular, reuders 
us liable to vengeance ; and, notwithſtanding any re- 
pentance for tranſgreſſions, not withſtanding all pre- 
tenſions to ſincerity of heart, ſubjects us to the curſe. 
Theron pauſed. —He ſeemed to be ſtruck with ſur- 
priſe. — But ' rallying his thoughts, replied, If this 
A 85 ſenſe of the paſſage, Who of all fleih can be 
ved . | 
Aſp. Say rather, If the extent of the divine law be 
ſo enlarged, if its demands be ſo high, and its ſanc- 
tion ſo awtully rigorous, then muſt every mouth be 
{topped then is all the world become guilty before 
GOD ;—and by the works of the law ſhall no man living 
be juſtified. . | 
| 2255 Will not ' ſuch- exceſſively- ſevere doctrine 
drive people into deſpondency, or even drown them 
in deſpair ? 
4%. No, Theron, unleſs it be {ch a deſpair, as is the 
parent of heavenly hope; and productive of thoſe a- 


That the law inſiſts upon an obedience abſolutely perſect, 
will be farther evident to the attentive reader, if he contiders 
the tenor of St Paul's argumentation, in his epiſtle to the le- 
mans, and to the Calatians; particularly Ram. Hi. 2 3. iv. 15. 
Cal. iii. 21. | : 

| X 2 | miable 
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miable twins, peace and j 47 y: A defpair, I mean, of 
ing reconciled to our offended G O B. and of obtain- 
ing eternal happineſs, by any ſalisfaction or any duties 
of our own. | 
Der. Surely, you forget the gracious maniſeſto, pu- 
blithed by the condeſcending KING of heaven; If 
there be jirſt a willing mind, it is accepted, according to 
what a man hath, net according to what he hath not *. 
Is it not plain from this text, that infinite goodneſs 
will admit our honeſt, though imperfect endeavours; 
and, ſince we are not able to pay an unſinning, 125 
mercifully accept our beſ? obedience ? 

Aſp. 1 do not forget, but 2 my friend may 
miſapply the gracious manifeſto.— To whom was the 
your of this conſolation ſent * To true believers who 

ven their own ſelves to the LORD, who were 
Hal ed in CHRIST jt; and abounded in faith || — 

u likewiſe, my dear Theron, acknowledge your- 
1 2 vile finner in your worſt, and an unprofitable 
ſervant in your beſt eſtate: if, in conſequence of this 
acknowledgment, you fly for refuge to the wounds of 
a crucified SAVIOUR; and rely, for falvation, 0 
on his obedrence unto death ; then you imitate th 
Corinthian converts; then you may apply that indul- 
gent declaration to yourſelf; and then would I ven- 
ture to addreſs you, in the elegant and chearing lan- 
ge of the royal PREAC HER; Go thy way, eat 
thy bread with ſey, and drink thy wine with a merry 
heart; for GOD now N both thy perſon, 
and thy performances. 


But, 


2 Cor. vitl. 12. nz. t 2 Cor. i. 21. 
b 2 Cor. vii. 7. 

+ cel. ix. 7 — Aſdefie's remark diſcovers an ambiguity in 
the word accepted. —If people mean, that ſincere obedience 
ſhall be accepted, as their Juſtifying righteouſneſs, as that which 
conſtitutes their title to everlaſting felicity ; the propoſition is 
extremely falſe. — If they mean, that the ſincere — 


DIALOGUE. IX. 325 


But, if you overlook the righteouſneſs of the bleſ- 
fed FESUS; if you depend upon yourſelf and your 
own attainments; you are {how ſhall 1 ſpeak it ) not 
accepted, but accurſed. In fuch a cafe, you have al- 
ready heard your doom denounced by the leader of 


the Jews, and may hear it ratified by the apoſtle of 


the Gentiles ; As many as are of the works of the law, 
who ſeek juſtification by their own obſervance of its 


commands, are under the curſe &. 


Ther. Under the curſe! Becauſe our attempts to 
obey, though faithfully exerted, are attended with de- 
fects! Is not this unreaſonable and ſhocking? Unrec + 
ſonable, that the G OD of juſtice ſhould eſtabliſh a law 


of ſuch conſummate perfection, as no child of Adam 


can, even with his utmoſt aſfiduity and care, fulfil ? 
Shocking, that the GOD of mercy ſhould thunder 
out ſo ſevere a denunciation on the leaſt inadvertent 
breach, on every unavoidable failure ?—This exceeds 
the relentleſs rigour of Draco, or the ical impo- 
ſitions of the Ægyptian taſkmaſters. Draco is faid to 
have written his Jaws in blood. Yet he never enacted 
ſuch inſtitutions, as were abſolutely tos ſtrict and dif 
ficult to be obſerved. And, though the Ægyptian 
taſkmaſters inſiſted upon the full tale of brieks, with- 
out allowing the geceſſary proportion of ſtraw, pot 
the puniſhment inflicted, was incomparably  lefs 
than everlaſting ion, EA. 

Aſp. | GOD almg 


hty, in delivering his law to 
fallen mankind, intended to propoſe the means of their 
Juſtification ; your argument would be valid, and your 


of believers, though very imperfect in itſelf, ſhall be graciouſly 
regarded in CHRIST, and find favour through his all-re- 
commending merit; the ſentiment is unqueſtionably trace —ls 
fincerity the efef of faith? Then we may rejoice in it, with 
the happy apoſtle, 2 Cor. i. 12. Would ſincerity be the con- 
dition of our juſtification ? Then we muſt renounce it, with 
holy Job, chap. ix. 15. | Ave. AA ISUY 

; "0M Gal. iii. 10, 0 


X 3 | -  jyference 
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;3nference undeniable. But the Sur RENE LEGH4S- 
LAT OR had a very different, a far more myſterious 
defign.—However, before I proceed to touch upon 
this point, let me defire to know your opinion. 4 


For what reaſons, think you, was the law ordained? 
Ther. For what reaſons : To deter men from the 
commꝭ ſſion of vice, and excite them to the practice af 
virtue. To ſct before them a rule for their conduct; 
which if they diligently obſerve, they ſhall be rexward- 
ed with eternal happineſs; which if they prefumptu; 
ous tranſgreſs, they ſhall be punibed with ASS 
ay: Mut | + Ad 
4p. If man had never fallen, this doctrine had been 
ſound divinity, and this method a practicable ſcheme. 
But, ever ſince the fall, ſuch à way of ſalvation is 
ſomewhat like the north-eaſt *pailage. As mountains 
of ice, and the ſevereſt rigours of winter,. block 
this 5 ſo extreme impatence in man, and the utmo 
perfection in the law, bar up That. The law, faith the 
apoſtle, is ue, is incapable of furniſhing us with a 
title to the heavenly felicity * : not through any de- 
fect in its precepts, but thravgh the flehb,; through the 
inability of our d te nature. r 
Let 1 muſt con you are not alone in your opi- 
nion, Multitudes have unwarily entertained the ſame 
notion: not apprehenſive, that they fruſtrate hereb 
the grace of G O D, and render it of none effect wit 
regard to themſelves.— If you examine the ſcriptural 
account, you will find it quite of another ſtrain. 
Ther. Pray let me hear the ſcriptural account. For, 
whenever thoſe Diving oxacLEs fpeak, I am all at- 


- —* Rom. viii. 3. There fort he ſays in another place, IF there 
"bad been a law given, which could have giben life, Gal. iii. 21. 
It is the fame way of fpcaking, and intended to denote the 

very ſame impoſhbilty, which is implied in that (peech of 7 E. 
HOVAH to' Abraham; IF a man canmumber the det of the 
earth, Gen. xiii, 26. , 

$0915 U © + | tention. 
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tention, Where-ever they anterpole, their authority, I 

50 . By 1 be unwledgs of fo *, Far Om 
7 y the law is tbe 4 e of Hin r from 

being our juſtifer, it ĩs our accuſer. , It arrai 

roves us guilty. It demonſtrates, beyond al po poſſibis 
ey of contradiction, that the very beſt among us have 
Aled and come ſhort of our Fans 3 Day, that the very 
belt 7 Aman us have done amiſs, and dealt, wickedly. 
we without the law once, ſays the apoſtle f. 1 
chought N upright and holy ; and entitled, by vir- 
tue ot theſe — to life eternal. But when 
the commandment came, ſhining 1 in its purity, and, ope- 
rating with power, in revined; à clear and lively ſenſe 
of guilt thot, like æ piercing ray, through all my foul. 
I aw myſelf chargeable with many paſt provocations. 
1 felt mel ſubject to much remaining corruption. 
In conſequence of which, I died; my: vain 8 
were blaſted; my preſumptuous hopes expire 
could not but NR ne juſtly liable e con- 
demnation and death. 

Ther. It had this effect an Saul, when he was à ma- 
lignant 8 perſecutor. But, when people 
— op ande. de PHE apt HEADER | 


[3 A very im one; yet ſuch as way, pro 
bably, at the firſt bear 4180 you with a little ſur- 
N The law entered, Lys the 1 l fexce 


e Be reſtrained, no. doubt. 
Aſp. That che alfence might and, is he Wa 


tion, 
\ Ther, Surpriüng indeed! ls it g e chat G ON; 
bas ſhould give countenance to ? Nays add ſpurs 


to the ſinner ? 
40. Let us beware of ae. eavik, 
e cammiſſion of ſin might 


e law entered, not that 
be authoriſed, but that the ee our ſias might 
Rom. tit. 20 + Row. vii. 9. Rom. v. 28. 
C ” 4 7 
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be manifeſted : that all mankind, even your virtuous 
er the — Foy multitude of their in- 
Juities ; Br ty of of th hearts *; to- 
er wi e utter ie en eir hi eſt at- 
tainments, and beſt fervices. 95 
This end could not be anſwered by a law, relaxed 
in its demands, or warping to our weakneſs; ; only by 
2 ſyſtem of precepts, every way exact, and in all de- 
et.—Whoever would repreſent to his neigh- 
ur, the ſpots that fully, or the ſcars that disfi — 
his countenance, muſt effect the deſign, not by a 
ed, but by a 2 mirror. | 
Ther. The knowledge of fin, and à conviction __ ex- 
ceeding finfulneſs / are intentions, which I ſhould 
not have ſuſpected. * 
Aſp. e are not all. There is another intention of 
the law, equally neceſſary, and no lefs awful. J re- 
veals the wrath of GO D, againſt all ungodlineſi and un- 
righteouſneſs of men + —Having ſet 5 the ſinner, 
e offences, and enormous guilt ; it de- 
r the doom, which he deſerves. * unſheaths 
the ſword of —— and threatens the offender with 
everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the LORD. 
Ther. A modern writer ſuppoſes, that GO D may 
ſet afide the law, in favour of frail men. I might far 
more reaſonably ſuppoſe, that he would mitigate the 
law, on the fame conſideration. But what you urge, 
makes me afraid to lean on ſo precarious a prop. 
Aſp. To look for comfort and falvation from this 
„ would be to lean, as the Arabian proverb 
on a wave of the ſea : which will not only fail 
to ſu „but will — ſwallow up, the unad- 
viſed and raſh depender 
No, Theron ; rather than the divine law ſhould loſe 
its honours, Sodom and Gomorrah were laid in aſhes ; 


* Fnd therefore was law giv'n them, to evince ( 
Their natural pravity. Mi r. b. XII. 267. 
T Rom. i. 18. . 
the 
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the ancient world was deſtroyed with a deluge ; the 
preſent frame of nature is deſtined to the flames, and 
all its unholy inhabitants will be condemned to hell. 
Nay, rather than the leaſt tittle ſhould paſs unaccom- 
oliſhed, its curſe has been executed on GO D's own 
80 N. and all its injunctions have been tulfilled in 
the perſon of FES S CHRIST. | 
| Ther. As I dare not confidein the modern proviſion- 
ary ſalvo, ſo neither can I accede to your ſevere and 
terrifying notions, —The laws of a wiſe and beneficent 
8 are calculated for the good of his ſubjects. 
hat good, what advantage can. accrue to us, from 
8 ſuch a ſentence, and poſſeſſing ſuch coavic- 
tions 
3 Though I might mention many advantages, I 
content myſelf with ſelecting one; which is not 
only valuable in itſelf, but the introduction to every 
ſpiritual blefling—When, by the inſtrumentality of 
the law and the illumination of the SPIRIT, we 
are brought under ſuch convictions; then we are 
taught to ee our danger; then we are made to /fee/ 
our miſery ; and then we ſhall no longer ſleep in ſe- 
dad but S / look out for deliv verance, and 
gladly accept the ſovereign remedy. 

Ther, The bw, ng to your cepreſeitadiin, is 
intended to accuſe me, to convicF me, to condemn Heap 
So it becomes, 1nſtead of a ſalutary, a bers dn N 

Aſp. Me letter killeth, but the ſpirit giveth life &. 
we adhere to = literal ſenſe, a. attending io 
the ſpiritual de we regard only the precept 
and the 5 as they ſtand in themſelves ; and net- 
ther conſider, nor improve them, as acting in /ub/er- 
oo to the MEDIA TOR's righteouſneſs; they 

oubtleſs a killing ordinance, and bind us down 

undes a ſentence of death. But rightly improved. 
Hold! let me proceed no farther with the argument. 

You are a ſportſman, Theron, aud Ae n the 


* 2 Cor. Ui. 6. 
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Manly recreations of the Geld. Nou muſt therefore 


have read that 25 171 000 whach elegantly Series 


your fayourite. diverſi 
57 8 17 le, ven mean, wir 


you * the tze ak 


brim of the regal C 

er. Perfectl Hei nol 6 wk W 
vied the whole paſlag e; and with 2s, much. pleaſure, 
28 if . new. 

4%, Then vou can vr ne . ſummary of the a: 


greeable narrati narrativ 
« Ther. 1 can. "But wall. not this chage Jead us Away 
ery far rom our fubject ? „ne (21 
"1B. Perhaps, not 10 far as you q 1 kay a 


reaſon for my 


Ter. What reaſon, 88 
2 You thal toon know. a favour me "ith 

e account. q 

Wer. L proteſt, 1 Sund Aten the leaſt connec 
tion betucen theſe rural ſports, and tbe grand topic 
7 our conve However, ſincę yau conumand, 


will implicitly y obey. n 
1 The ag rouſed rom his Lr, ſhakes] Bis. d led 
es conſcious of ſu 


e — 
rior-agility to d 

ſee, — — a Sete fa elne 
10550 57 


g. Ti This calvened manner excite wy e 
and makes me more deſuous to hęar the ſequels; . 1 
Tuber. Faxit, he has recourſe to ſtratagem, and cy 
— ſhifts. He plunges into the copſe; 3 
the glade; and wheels about, in doubling mazes; as 
though he would purſne, even the foc he avoids. The 
eee eee eee, 400 frive 
him from his wily arts. 
3 he betakes himſelf to flight, and confides in 
his ſpeed. He burſts through the woods; bounds o- 
ver the lawns ; and leaves the lagging beagles * 11 


their purſuit. 


and makes a reſolute ſtand. | 
tree covers his rear; and his own branching 


. — 


bind. The es low, but ſure, trace his: ſteps, 
through woods, through lawns, through half the cx- 
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tended foreſt. Unwearied, fall unweaned, they urge 


their-ardent way, and gain upon the Aae ce of 
Again he flies; flies with redaubled ſwiftneſs, 
ſhoots down the ſteep; ſtrains up the hill; and takes 
ſhelter in the inmoſt receſs f ſome ſequeltered grove. 
The ſagacious hounds hang, with gready noſtrils, on 
the ſcent. They recover, by indefatigable aſſiduity, 
the ground they had loſt. Up they come a third time; 
and, Jounng in a cd peal of vengeance, hurry the 
affrighted animal from his ſhort concealment... 
Perplexed, and in the utmoſt diſtreſs, he ſeeks the 
numerous herd. He would loſe himſelf, and clude 
his purſuers, amidſt the multitude of his fellows. - But 
they, unconcetned for a brother's wo, ſhun the miſer- 
able creature, or expel him from the ſelſiſi circle.— 
Abandoned by his aſſociates, and haunted with appre- 
henſions of approaching ruin, he trembles at every 
leaf that ſhakes. He Rants; he ſprings; and wild 
and ſwitt as the wind, flies he knows not where, yet 
urs all his foul in flight —Vain, vain are his efforts. 
he horrid cry, lately ed, thickens upon the gale, 
and thunders in his ear..-Now the breathle(s 
victim is full in view. His {ſprighthgeſs forſakes 
him. His agility is ſpent. See! how he toils in yon- 
der valley, with faltering, limbs, and a hobbling gat. 
The fight of their game, quickens the pace, and whets 
the ardour of the ir hounds. With tumul- 


tuous violence they ruſh in, and with clamorous joy 


demand their prey. 


What can he do, ſurrounded as he is, with inſun- 
'ing tongues, and ravenous jaws? Deſpair is capable 


of inſpiriting even the timorous breaſt. Having no- 
thing to hope, he forgets to fear. He faces about, 
The trunk of à ſturdy 
haras, 


- 


defend 
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defend him in front. He ruſhes upon his adverſaries ; 
goars ſome; lays others grovelling on the turf; and 
makes the whole coward pack give way. | 
| Encouraged by this unexpected ſucceſs, his hopes 
revive. He rallies once again his drooping ſpirits ; 
exerts the little remainder of his ſtrength ; and prin 8 
through the midſt of the retiring rout.—It is his aft, 
laſt He ſtretches every nerve; once more 
loſes fight of the rabble from the kennel; and, find - 
ing no ſecurity pn the land, takes to the water. He 
throws his burning ſides into the river; fails down 
the cooling ſtream ; and flinks away to the ver of 
ſome little ſhelving iſland, There, finding a reiting- 
place for his feet, he ſculks cloſe to the ſhady margin. 
All immerſed in the wave, excepting only his noſtrils, 
he baffles, for a while, the prying eye of man, and the 
keener ſmell of brute. 
Diſcovered, at length, and forced to quit this un- 
availing refuge, he climbs the ſlippery bank. Unable 
to fly nger, he ſtands at bay againſt an aged 
willow 12 all faint with toil, and ſobbing with 
anguiſh. The crouds that gather rour:d him, with 
mercileſs and ou s tranſport, triumph in his 
; miſery. A multitude of bloody- throats, join- 
ed with the ſonorous horn, ring his funeral knell.— 
The tears, till this fatal inſtant unknown, guſh from 
mas N eyes, and roll down his reeking cheeks, 
— atop" r Me the 
pl es of his former delights; ermi - 
ned to He, prepares to ſell his 11 25 der 2 poſſible. 
At this moſt critical juncture, the roya/ ſportiman 
comes up. He ſees the diſtrefſed creature; and, as 
ſoon as he ſees, he pities. The clemency, which at- 
"tends the throne, acco ies even the diverſions of 
- majeſty. He iffues the high command. The prohibit 
- ignal is given. The pack, though raving for blood, 
88 a 3 and not FR Ta 
talled- | from prey. Diſa ppoint an 
5 grumbling, 
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bling, they retire ; and leave the TRENT" vic- 


Th of their fury, to enjoy his liberty, his ſafety, and 
is caſe again. n | 

I have now followed the ſtag, till I have tired your 
patience. Why did you ſuffer me to run on at this 


extravagant rate? You know, I am, on theſe favour- 


ite topics, an everlaſting talker. 

Aſp. Why this apology, Theron? I am ſure you did 
not ſee my mouth yawn, or my head nod, while you 
was purſuing your ſubject. Beſides, I intend to make 
reprizals, and put your attention to the ſame trial. 

Thus the ſtrictneſs of the law purſues the ſoul ; 
diſlodges it from every refuge of lies; and never re- 
mits its terrifying menaces, till the poor delinquent 
ceaſes from ſelf-confidence, and fixes on CHRIST 
for his whole ſalvation *. | 

The man, perhaps, is awakened into a ſerious con- 
cern for his eternal ſtate. In conſequence of which, 
he relinquiſhes his profane and iniquitous practices; 
breaks the Sabbath, and defrauds his 
more.—But the law quickly repreſents, and in a g - 
ring light, that a negative obedience is by no means ſuf- 

cient, 

Upon this, he betakes himſelf to a courſe of pofitrve 
holineſs ; gets acquainted with religious people, and 
_ performs religious duties; prays in ſecret, and attends 
public ordinances ; conſcientiouſly obſerves the LORD's 
day, and regulates his behaviour by the rule of G O D's 


commandments. Now he is ready to congratulate. 


himſelf on his remarkable and hopetul reformation. 


_* Lex hominem urget, donecis ad CHRIST UM cenfugit. 
Tum ifſa dicit, Aſylum es nattus; deſino te perſegui: ſapis, ſaluus 
es, That is; The lau urges and purſues the , till be 
flies for refuge to FESUSCHRIST, Then che law ſpeaks 


to this effect; © You are entered into the frorg-beſd my de- 
remit 


„ mands are fatisfied; my curſes are fileaced; Fr 
+ purſuit, You are wiſe; you are ſafe; you are happy.” 
l n BENGEL. 


>» 


neighbour no 
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Soon he perceives, that all his proficiency is but 
ſkin-deep ; a mete outfide varniſh, which has not pe- 
netrated the inner man. He begins, therefore, to 
watch over the motions, and bewail the evils of his 


heart. . He labours to ſubdue pride, and curb paſſion; 
to purge our filthy luſts, and to baniſh ſpiritual wick- 


edneſs, Notwithſtanding all his vigilance, confeience 


flies in his face, either for the 19 * of ſome virtue, 
or the cummifhan of ſome fin e law rin 10 his 
ear that dreadful denunciation ; * Curfed is that 


7 not all things.“ 
ck by this conviction, his wounds bleed afreſh. 


He is obliged 
order to appeaſe an offended G O D, and atone for his 
ſinful relapſes, he makes many ſorrowful confeſſions; 
Find {ubmits to voluntary ſufferings. He denies 

mfelf, and beſtows liberally on the poor. He ſighs 


ly, and mourns bitterly.—Bnt can waters that 
muddy, cleanſe the garment that is filthy? Wilt 
thou fatisfy, O vain man, wilt thou ſatisfy for one fin, 


by committing another? In theſe penitential exerciſes, 


were thy thoughts ſteadily devout ? In hg acts of 
| beneficence, was thy heart warmly affeftionate? If 
not, ſuch Ade ve. reparations of paſt faults, only ag-, 


gravate the heavy ſcore. 
87 To beg he is 


What ſhall he do? He cannot pay. 


aſhamed.” Fain would he enter into life, yet not be too 
e. He attempts therefore to 


nd with heaven. He binds himſelf by ſolemn, 
aps by ſacràmental engagements, to uſe greater 


much indebted to 
com 


— Tr On for the 2 then turns his eye to 
the divine MEDIATOR; not with a view of re- 
ng wholly on his righteouſneſs ; but only to obtain 


FA a ſupply, as may make ap the deficiencies of his 


own.-Somewhat like this was the miſtake of the Ga- 
latian converts; againſt which St Paul, in his epiſtle 
to that an o ſolidly diſputes, _ ſo ſharply in- 


veighs *. For 


4 * Sharply indeed ! for, inſtead of faturing then, under the 
honourable 


to ſeek ſome new balm for his ſore. In 


7— —_ 8 1 


„ „ 
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For à while, he holds. fuſt his purpoſed integrity. 
At length, falling notoriouſſy ſhort in executing bis 
part, a ſtarthng voiee ſounds in his car that dreadfuł 
alarm; Curſed is he that contraveth not.“ His heart 
ſinks with diſcouragement, and all his refolgttons han 
their enfeebled hexds. He ths" tried every meth 
that he can deviſe; and has found every method inef- 
fectual. All his expedients are a ſpider's web, and his 
hope is as the giving up of the ghoſt, 
His ſont, purſued by the law, and hunted by terror, 
18 brought to the gates of death, or the very brink of 
deſpair. And how the KING of kings, now the 
LORD our rightcouſnefs, appears for his reſcue. 
Now is accompliſhed that gracious declaration, 0 V 
rael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyjelf, but in me is thy help *. 
Driven from every falfe refuge, and drawi by the 
bleſſed SPIRIT, he comes weary and heavy laden: 
to CHR / ST. Convinced of the fin of his nature, 
the ſin of his life, and the ſin of his beſt duties, 
he renounces himſelf in every view. This is all his 
falvation, and all his defire; that he may win CHRIST, 
and be found in him. Did that 1 Forge 
fay, If 1 but touch his gurment, I be whole * 
Wa out ardour does this enlightened finner cry, 
« If I may but have fellowſhip with the glorious E M. 
MANUEL, in his merits and in his benefits, I 
« am alive from the dead ; I am happy for ever.” , 
Having ſeen a glimpfe of the tranſcendent excellency 
of the REDEEME R's pœſon; having received a 
taſte from the inexhauſtſble fulneſs of his grace; O 
how he longs for brighter manifeſtations! how he 
thirſts after more plentitul draughts None that come 
honourable title of /aints, and faithful in CHRIST 7E. 
SUS, he ſtigmatizes them with that ſevere appellation, O feoti/b 
Galatians — And as to their practice, which was a departure, 
from juſtification by CHRIST ahne, he ſtyles it, not mere- 
ly an error, but an error of the moſt miſchievous and borrid 
kind,—an infatuation, a bewitchery, Tis (Gxcxar,, Gal. iii. 1. 
6, * Ho. xiii. 9. - 


to 
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to CHRIST, are caſt out. He that awakens theſe 
ardent deſires, in his due time gives the deſired bleſ- 
ſings. After various conflicts, a comfortable and eſta- 
bliſhed faith is wrought in the penitent's foul. He 
believes, that the SON of the MOST HIGH died 


in his ſtead, and was obedient for hi juſtification ; 


believes, that all the unſearchable riches of the ado- 
red MEDIA TO Rss life and death are his portion *. 
By this faith, his heart is purified; his heart is 
quickened ; he is fitted for every good work. — Though 
_ temptations aſſault him, he derives ſtrength from his 
SAVIOUR; reſiſts the devil; and is faithful unto, 
death. Though corruptions defile him, he flies to the 
fountain opened for uncleanneſs 4 ; makes daily, hourly 
wpplication of the blood of ſprinkling ; and goes on 
his way, rejoicing in GOD his SAVIOUR. 


Ther. Your diſcourſe puts me in mind of Ab/alem's 
edure, when Foab refuſed to make him a viſit. 
5 ordered his ſervants to ſet on fire the ge- 
neral's ſtanding corn 1. This ſtratagem had its intend- 
ed effect. The apprehenſion of danger drove him, 
when the reſpectful invitation would not ed him, to 
a perſonal interview. You ſeem to ſuppoſe, that the 


law was delivered with ſuch a deſign ; to lay us under 


a neceſſity of flying to the atonement of CHRIST. 


* See this work of grace, and procedure of - converſion, 
more copioully diſplayed, in a valuable little piece, entitled, Hu- 
man nature in its fourfold flate, by Mr Thomas Boftin, page 
227.— Which, in my opinion, is one of our beſt books for 
common readers. The ſentences are ſhort, and the compari- 
ſons ſtriking. The language is eaſy, and the doctrine evange- 
lical The method proper, the plati comprehenſive, the man- 
ner ſearching, yet conſolatory.—If another celebrated treatiſe 
is ſtyled, The whole duty of man, I would call this The wnoLE 
of man; as it iſes—what he was originally—what he iz 
by tranſgreffion—what he ſhould be through grace—and then 


what he will be in glory. | 
if i. 1. p 2 Sam, xiv. 30. my 
> * l 0 Aſp. 


1 Teck. 1 
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Aſp. I do, Theron. And for this opinion I have a 
fur better authority than my own ſuppoſition, We 
are aſſured by unerring wiſdom, that CHRIST is 
the end of the law *. It points invariably to him, It 
terminates wholly in him; and then obtains its firſt, 
its principal purpoſe, when ſinners are brought to their 
divine REDEEMER, for righteouſneſs and ftrength : 
for that righteouſneſs, which entitles to heaven ; that 
rength, which capacitates for obedience. SP 
The law hath concluded all mankind under fin +: yet 

not with an intention, that any ſhould be diſcouraged 
now, or periſh for ever; but that every one may ſee 
his inexpreflible need of a SAVIOUR's death, 
anda SAVIOUR's obedience ;: that, being thus 

F | | prepared, 
* Rom. x. 4. * | 


- | Gal. iii, 10. The ſacred original is ſome what more com- 
prehenſive than -Aſpaſio's interpretation. It is not , but 
ru. Which denores things, as well as perſons ; and implies, 
that nothing we have, nothing we ds, is free from fin, till the 
merits of CHRIST intervene, and the blood of CHRIST 
be ſprinkled, NN r, 

t Witſius, ſpeaking of the law delivered at Sinai, ſays, Facta 
eft ifla federis operum commemoratio, ad !ſraelitas peccatorum et: 
miſerig ſug convincendos, ex ſeipſis expellendos, de neceſſitate © 
/atisfaftionis edocendss,"et ad CHRISTU M compellendos : t 
frerinſervit federi graticx. Animadv. IaEN. p. 99. 

The genius and ieſign of the law were, I think, emblema- 
tically taught by the circumſtances attending its delivery. — The 
mountain, not to be trodden by any Hraelite, or tcuched by 
any beaſt, on pain of death-—The voice of thunder, and the 
glare of lightning — The ſound of the trumpet, and the , 
clouds of ſmoke—The vaſt range of hills and rocks, trembling - 
to their centre—Six hundred thouſand men ſtruck wich in- 
expreflible conſternation—And Maſes, cven Maſes himſelf, the 
tavourite of heaven, terrified exceedingly All theſe indicated 
the righteous, the rigorous, and the awful import of the word 
« ſpoken.” | | FJ? STI 

Nor was the ect of theſe aſtoniſhing incidents, without a 
ſpiritual meaning. The people durſt not adventure upon a 
perſonal approach, but had recourſe to a mediator. They re- 

VoL I No g, Y queſted, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
: 
| 
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prepared, both to value and receive {-» precious a bleſ- 
75 the promye ee Juſtikcation by faith in FE SUS 

R ISY, may be given to them that believe. 

e is grand aim of the law. Then 
we ſhall ſer goodneſs, unqueſtionable and ſovereign. 

ro0dnel(s,, in forming its conſtitution ſo /ublimely per- 
, and making its threatenings ſo inflexibly ſevere. 
Excluſive of this time ſeverity, we ſhould ſu- 
pinely diſeſteem, perhaps wantonly reject, the grace 
of the — 3 predigal fan would never have re- 
turned to his father, in that humble, ſubmiſſive, on 

plicatiag poſture, if he had not found his 3 
oY ater] ruined, and felt himſelf LE 
er. No more * the conceited ſons of 

— all pretence to any merit of their A 
= with W nothing but the halter * of ſelf- condemna- 
tion about their necks, fall dawn at the fect of a mer- 
ciful REDEEMER, if they were not inſtigated by 
the ſharp goad, or rather driven by the flaming ſword 
of the law. 

Ther. Has the law then nothing to do with our tem- 
per and converſation ? Is it no lo to be conſidered 
as a ſyſtem of duties? no langer to be regarded as # 
rule of life? 

7. When it has forced the lines of ſelf-righteouſ- 
neſs, and driven us to FESUSCHRIST, that on- 
ly citadel of ſafety, for acceptance and falvation ; then 
it ſerves as a rule for our conduct. Then it ſhews us, 


queſted, that Meſes might interpoſe, and tranſact affairs between 
the terrible JEHO * and ne Oy congregation.— 
Such an impreſſion, the rigour of the law 
ſhould make on our hearts; Fs; ſhould drive us from ſelf to 2 
SAVIOUR, deter us from 8 in our legal, and 
prompt us to ſeek an evangelical 

Uuding to thoſe remarkable words of Benhadads ſer- 
vants; It us put ſackcloth upon our loins, and ropes upon our 
heads, and go out to 4 the king of 8 ; peradventure be 
will fave thy He, 1 Kings XX. 31. like 
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like a friend and à guide, how to order our converſa- 
tion, and adorn our profeſſion ; how to Dany fy GOD, 

and expreſs our gratitude to CHRIS But, till it 
has accomplithed the forementioned end, it thunders 
vengeance ; it flathes terror; it is, as Moſes ſpeaks, a 


fiery law &. 


And is it, my dear Theron, a tary law? Then let 
it conſtrain us to take ſhelter in that meritorious obe- 
dience, which will be to our fouls as the cold of 


ſnow in the time of harveſt f. Is it a law which worketh 


wrath? Let it endear to our affections that ineſtima- 
bly-precious goſpel, which preacheth peace by ESS 
CHRIST -s it the miniftration of condemnation || * 
O let it quicken our flight to that us SURE- 
TY, whd was condemned at P:/ate's ber, that we may 
be acquitted at G O D's tribunal. 

Io all this agrees our celebrated Millan; whoſe di- 
— as his poetry is matchleſs. You 
0 ve me leave to quote a fe of his beautiful lines: 

recapitulate, as it were, the whole 
— og and, while they ate the con- 
verſation, confirm the doctrine. This will make — 
ſome amends, for my late tedious SIN 2» 
will tip the lead with old. 


So law appears i ef ; and bit giv'n 

With pur Wt fo re en 2 2 

Up to a better cov rp diſerplind © 

From ſhadowy types to truth ; ; from fleſh to ſpirit; 
From impoſition of 7. lows to free 
Acceptance of targe from ſervile fear, 

To Ai al ; works of taw 1 K. Faith J. 

* Fiery lau, Deut. xxxiii. 2. 7 dare not affirm, that this is 
the exact import of the 1 * do I preſume to determine 
the preciſe ſignification of à phraſe ſo remarkably difficulr. 
a ful 
truth; and a truth, which, in the preſent age, is y 
needful to be inculcated; 1 neee N — 
mon rendering. 


Prov. xxv. 13. a 12 Cor. is. 19. + B. Xl . 
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EXEREXEXLEEREREALALREXED 
2 AD TA LO ©UT Ev K. 


AD. GAIN, Theron ! muſt we never lay aſide 
the weapons of controverſy ?—You put me 
in mind of the reſolute Athenian ; who having fought 
with diſtinguiſhed bravery on the field of Marathon, 
purſued the vanquiſhed. Perfrans to their fleet. At 
that very inſtant, a y full of the enemies troops . 
was putting off to ſea. Determined, if poſlible, to 
| . their eſcape, he laid hold on the veſſel with 
is right hand; which was no ſooner fixed, than 
chopped off by the ſailors. The warrior, not at all 
diſcouraged, ſeized it with his left. When that alſo 
was cut away, he faſtened; his teeth in its ſide ; and 
never quitted his gripe, till he reſigned his breath *. 
Ther. I have been reconſidering the caſe of imputed 
righteauſneſs ; and am by no means ſatisfied, as to the 
propriety of the phraſe, or the truth of the doctrine, 
eſpecially in the ſenſe which you eſpouſe. Objections 
ariſe, more ſubſtantial and weighty, than any that 
have hitherto been urged; and which, if I miſtake 
not, you will find it a more diſſicult taſk to anſwer. 
Aſp. I muft do my beſt. And if my beſt attempts 
prove unſucceſsful, I ſhall ſay with the gallant Iphicra- 
tes, when overpowered by the eloquence of his anta- 
goniſt; My adverſary is the better actor, but mine 
“ 1s the better play 75 
I ſay beiter — For to you, Theron, I will freely own, 
what to another perſon I ſhould not be ſo willing to 
diſcloſe, That receive no comfort, but from the ha- 
- * The Athenian's name was Cyne@gyrus. The author who 
relates this extraordinary ſtory, is Juſtin. If the reader ſhould 
think it a rbodomontade, I belicve, he will not judge amis. 
And I promiſe myſelf, the ſame good ſenſe will enable him to 
diſtiagoiſh between what is hinted by way of pleaſantry, and 
what is urged by way of argument. *. Ahn Nun 


„ a 0 
* 
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bitual belief, and daily application of this precious 
doctrine. Whenever I read the moſt correct and beau. 
tiful writings, that proceed in the contrary ſtrain, I 
feel my ſpirits heavy; I find my proſpects gloomy ; 
and not one ray of conſolation gleams upon my mind 
Whereas much meaner. compolitions, Which breathe the 
ſavour of this evangelical unction, ſeldom tail to quick- 
en my hopes; to brighten my views; and put into 
my mouth that piouſly-alert profeſſion of the pſalmiſt, 
I will run the way of thy commandments, new thou ha/t 

fet my heart at liberty &. — Though I am far from lay- 
ing any conſiderable. ſtreſs upon this obſervation, "oh 
ther fall from advancing it into the place of an argu- 


ment; yet 1 may be permitted ta mention it, in the 


confidence and familiarity of friendſhip. 

Ther. An opinion propoſed with fo much modeſty, 
and ſo nearly connected with my Aſpaſio s comfort, has 
doubtleſs a claim to my ſerious attention. Otherwiſe, 
it might poſſibly provoke my raillery. For, you 
muſt know, I am no admirer of inward feelin 
I cannot think them a very ſolid method of demon- 
ſtrating your point. It muſt be enforced by 815 
reaſons, if you would gain it acceſs to my V4 2 

We muſt place, you ſay, a dependence upon the 
LORD JESUS. CHRIST, in all that he has dene 
and ſuffered. What H E has done and ſuffered, you 
add, 1s our only juſtifying nghteoulſnels ; and. to. 
place our dependence on it, is the only, method to 22 
tain pardon of our ſins, and life eternal. 

Ajp. 1 have faid it, Theron, and I abide by it. 
This being the righteouſneſs of G OD, i- 

Ther. Give me "leave, before you proceed e 
to propoſe a query. Does the righteouſneſs of GOD 
ſignify the active and paſſive obedience of CHRIST? 

Aſp. Righteouſneſs is a conformity to the law, in 
heart, and in life. As the SON of GOD voluntan- 
ty made himfelf ſubject to the law ; perfectly fulklled 

| * Pal. cxix. 32. 


„ its 


342 THERON ANDY ASPASIO. 


its precepts ; and ſuſſered to the utmoſt its nalty; 
this, I ſhould imagine, furniſhes us with the trueſt 
and nobleſt ſigniſication of the phraſe, 

= f What, if I or others ould 1 imagine quite the 
reverſe ! 

p. I thank my a for bis admonition. It is 
indeed e that my bare imagination ſhould 
paſs for orthodoxy and truth. Let us then inquire 
after better proof. 

When the divine name, in the ſacred plraſtology, 
is added to a ſubſtantive, it expreſſes tome very ex- 
traordinary property. The trees of the LORD , de- 
note thoſe ſtately and 8 ſoreſts, which the 
hand of the MOST HIGH planted.— The mountains 
of GOD }, are thoſe n elevations of 
the earth, which none but an almighty arm could e- 
_— be righteouſneſs of G 0 5 ikewiſe means, 

a righteouſneſs of the moſ? ſupereminent dignity ; fuch 
as is worthy to be called by his name; and may juſtly 
challenge his acceptance. And where ſhall we find 
this, but in the conduct and perſon of his bleſſed 
SON: This has a moſt Fans mrs claim to 
exalted title; being, as a maſter by 6 - —— 

hraſe, © a tighteoufſneſs 2 

THER, 2 — all eternity; ne wy out by. 
4 GOD the SON, in the perſon of FESUS CHRIST; 
applied by GOD the HOLY 3HOST, to the 
« ſinner's ſoul.” 

Ther. This doctrine of yours, if I rightly underſtand 
it, would make remiſſion of ſins but one h of our 

cation; and ſomething elſe neceſſary, in order to 
obtain eternal life. Which 3 is juſt as rational, as to 
ſuppoſe, that though one cauſe mey expel darkneſs, 
another muſt ſupervene, in order to introduce light. 

. The nature of juſtification, and the nature of 


* Pal. civ. 16. 


+ This 3 is the im. port of the original, nn F. 
. ver- 7. Run ver. * Eng. | 


condemnation, 
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condemnation, are two oppoſites, which will mutually 
illuſtrate each other.—What is implied in the con- 
demnation of a ſinner ? He forteits eternal life, and is 
doomed to eternal death. What is included in the ju- 
ſtification of a ſinner? It ſuperſedes his obligation to 
puniſhment, and inveſts him with a title to happineſs. 
In order to the jrft, there muſt be a remiſſion of 
fins ; in order to the /econd, an imputation of righ- 
teouſneſs. Both which are derived from CARIST's 
mediation in our behalf; and beth take place, when 
we are united to that divine HE AD.—So that we 
do not derive them from two different ſources, but 
aſcribe them to one and the fame great, all-ſufticient 
CAUSE. . "i 
Your compariſon, though intended to overthrow, 
I think, fully eſtabliſhes the ſentiment. When yonder 
bright orb makes his firſt a nce in the eaſt, What 
effects are produced? The ſhades of night are-difper- 
fed, and the light of day is diffuſed —To what are 
they owing ? Each to a ſeparate, or both to the ſame 
origin? Every one's experience will anſwer the que- 
ſtion. Thus when the Sun of Rigiteouſneſs ariſes in the 
ſoul, he brings at once pardon and acceptance. Re- 
miſſion and ſalvation are under his wings. Both 
which conſtitute the healing * of the natious; and both 
owe their being to CHRIS T's obedience, embraccd 
as active, and not rejected as paſſive. Wu 
Ther. This, I know, is the fine · ſpun theory bf your 
> rung divines. But where is their warrant trom 
ipture ? By what authority do they introduce fuch 
fabtile diſtinctions ? | 
Aſp. I cannot think the diſtinction ſo fubtile, or the 
theory ſo finely ſpun. To be releaſed from the dam- 
natory ſentence, is one thing; to be treated as a righ« 
teous perſon, is evidently another.—Ab/a/om was par- 
doned, when he received 2 permiſſion to remove from 


+ Mal. iv. 2. 
Y 4  Gefour, 


344 THERON AND ASPASIO. 
Gejbur,, and dwell at Jeruſalem. But this was very 


different from the recommencement of filial duty, and 


parental endearment *. A rebel may be exempted from 
the capital puniſhment, which his traiterous practices 
deſerve; without being reſtored to the dignity of his 
former ſtate, or the rights of a loyal ſubject. In Chris 

anity. likewiſe, to be freed — the charge of guilt, 
and to be regarded as a righteous perſon, are two ſe- 
veral bleſſings ; really diſtinct in theniſelocs, and oft- 
en diſtinguiſhed in ſcripture, 

Ther. Where are they diſtinguiſhed ? in what texts 
of ſcripture? This is what I called for—your ſeriptu- 
ral warrant. 

Aſp. What think) you of Job's reply to his cenſori- 
ous friends? G0 "farbid, 2555 [ Bould fuſhfy oof 4 
That he: forgave them, there is no doubt. Yet he 
could not. juſtify them ; could not allow their reflec- 
tions to be equitable, or their behaviour charitable. 

What think you of Salamon's ſupplication ? Then hear 
thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy ſervants ; condemn- 
ing the wicked, to bring his way upon his bead ; and 
juſtifying the righteous, ta give 22 according to his righs 
teouſneſs 1. To condemn, in this paſſage, evidently 

es to pronounce guilty, and obnoxious to pu- 
niſhment. By parity of reaſon, to juſtify muit de- 
nel. to pronounce righteous, and entitled to happi- 
n 

What ſays Solomint's father? Enter not into judgment 
* thy — LORD Hr in thy fight ſhall na 
man living be juſtified l. A man might be pardoned, 
if judged according to the tenor of his own obedi- 


ence. But no man could be declared ri7hteous, in con- 


ſequence of ſuch a trial: this were | abſolutely and Us 
EY 1 


2 Sam. xiv. 24. 


+ Job xxvii. 5. Vos juſles in cauſa veſira adverſus me gen 


a Schurr. 
11 Kings viii. 32. Pal. cxliii. 2. 
| | From 


— 23 c oe... ct 
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From all which paſſages I conclude, that to be juſtili- 
ed, is different from, is + ſuperior to, the bare remiſſion 
of fin. * 

Ther. All theſe 8 are derived from che Ou 
Teſtament : the New, if I miſtake not, ſpeaks another 
language. Conſider the caſe of the penitent publi- 
can. What does he requeſt? G0 O be merciful to me- 
a ſinner / What does he obtain? He went down to his 
houſe juſtified *. If then the petition and the grant 
may be dcemed correſpondent, pardon and juſtifica- 
tion mult be reckoned equivalent. 

Aſp. The Old and the New Teſtament are, in their 
ſtyle oh: contents, exactly correſpondent. Echo, in 
yonder cloyſters, does not more punctually reverberate 
the ſpeaker's voice, than thoſe divine books harmonize 
with each other. 

Yet it will not follow, Gon: the publicar's requeſt 
and the publican's bleſſing, that pardon and juſtiſica- 
tion are the fame. Only, that GO D's bounty fre- 
quently exceeds our prayers, and is larger than our 
expectations ; or, that the bleſſing which was implo- 
red, and the bleſſing which was vouchfated, are i- 
parably connected, and always accompany each other. 

St Paul mentions a juſtification” of life : not barely 
an exemption from the ſentence of death; but ſuch - 
a juſtification, as gives 4 title to the reward of life. 
The words are very emphatical. We ſhall 1nj = 
the dignity of their meaning, if we underitand 
in a more contracted ſenſe.— Towards the cloie ot the 
ſame chapter, we have another paſſage rich with con- 
ſolation, and full to our purpoſe: Grace reigneth 
through righteouſneſs unto eternal life} : Here is point- 
ed out the prime ſource of all our bleſſings, infinitely- 
tree and triumphant grace: the meritor:ous cauſe, not 
any works of man, not any qualifications of our own, 
but the perfect righteouſneſs of our LORD FES US 

* Luke xviii. 13. 1 | 

+ Rom. v. 18. Ae {anc off declaratia divina illa, qua pecca- 
tor, mortis reus, vitæ adjudicatur, idpue jure. BENGEL. in loc. 
t Rom. v. 21. CHRIST. 


1 * 2 
— I . ooo —— — 
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CHRIST: the efe& or end of all; which is, not 
barely an abſolution from guilt, but an inſtatement in 
life; a life of holy communion with G OD in this 
world, to be crowned with an eternal fruition of him 
in another “. 

Let me produce one text more, which juſt at chis 
inſtant occurs to my memory. You will find it in 
the apoſtle's defence of himſelf, before Feſtus and A- 

ppa. = opens, as it were, his apoſtolical commiſ- 
22 repeats the words of his royal MASTER. 
7 "fend t ch to 1gnorant and enſlaved, guilty and ruined 
creatures ; to turn them from darkneſs to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto GOD ; that they may recerve for- 


2 of fins, and inheritance among all them which ate 


_- fanthfied by faith that is in me f. The great PREACH- 
ER of the Gentiles, or rather the — eme LORD of 


all preachers, has diſtinguiſhed between remiſſion of 


ſons, and the inheritance of ſaints ; between the pardon 


that delivers from hell, and the ju/tifecation that entitles 
to heaven. So that the former does by no means con- 
ſtitute the latter; but is connected with it, as a link 
in the fame facred chain; or included m it, as part of 
tbe ſame glorious whole. 

Ther. Admitting your diſtinction to be proper, is 
not the ſatisfaction made by the death of CHRIST, 
ſufficient of me « obtain, both our tull pardon, and 
our final 

- Ap. Since — has fncted thaiqueſtion, I may 
venture, with all reverence to the divine counſels, to 
anſwer in the negative; it being neceflary, that the 
REDEEMER of men ſhould obey, as well as /ufer, 
in their ſtead. —For this we have the teſtimony of our 
LORD himſelf. This commandment, ſays he, have 1 
received of my FATHER, that 1 ould lay down my 


* Accordingly, eternal life is * the hope, not of for- 
— but of righteouſneſs, Gal. v. 5. And it is beſtowed, 
barely becauſe of abſolution, but becauſe of righteouſne/t, 

Rom. vi. 19, + Acts xxvi. 18. bf 
maT e. 


2 — e. 22822 — 2 — A — 


Ss QF 


life *. Thus at becometh us, adds he in another place, 
to fulfil all righteouſneſs t. To which his apoſtle ſub- 
joins, that, if we rergn in life, it muſt be not only 
through thoſe ſufferings which expiate, but alſo through 
that r:ghteouſneſs | which merits. | 

Ther. Our LORD's teſtimony relates only to a 
poſitrve inſtitution, and 1s quite 2 to your purpoſe, 
Al have often been diſguſted at ſuch ſtrained applica- 
tions of ſcripture. The partizans of a ſyſtem wreſt 
the ſacred book. They deal with divine truth, as the 
tyrant Procruſtes ſerved thoſe unhappy creatures, who 
tell into his mercileſs hands. Is a text too ſhort, to 
ſuit their deſign? Our Pracruſtean expoſitors can 
ſtretch it on the rack, and lengthen its ſenſe. Is it 
too full, to conſiſt with their ſcheme ? They can lop 
off a limb, ſecrete a ſentence, or contract the meaning. 
Ils this to reverence the great GOD? Is this to 
treat reſpectfully his holy word? 

Aſp. 1 have been grieved, I aſſure you, and diſguſt- 
ed at this practice, as well as yourſelf. A practice, not 
only very nreverent, but very injudicious allo. It really 
prejudices the cauſe it would unfairly recommend. 
Such a ſupport is like @ broken tooth, or @ foot out of 
foint ||; not only unſerviceable, but hurtful; an ob- 
ſtruction, rather than a furtherance. However, I am 
not conſcious of committing any violence on this paſ- 
ſage, or of forcing it into my ſervice. The circum- 
ſtance you object, rather ſtrengthens, than invalidates 
the concluſion. If it was fo requiſite for our bleſſed 
MEDIATOR to obſerve a pofttive inſtitution, how 
much more neceffary to fulfil thoſe mural precepts, 
whoſe obligation is unalterable and everlaſting ? 

" Beſides, it ſhould be confidered, whether ChRIST 8 
ſufferings were a complete ſatisfaction to the law ? 
Complete they were, with regard to the penalty, not 
with regard to the precept. A diſtinction obvious and 


John x, 18, + Matth.ii.z5. + Rom. v. 17. 
I Prove xxv. 19. © 4.aied 
| important. 


| 
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important, From whence ariſes the following argu- 
ment; Which, for once, you will allow me to props 
in the logical form. 

By what alone the law was not ſatisfied, by that 2 
lone ſinners could not be juſtifed: 

By CHRIS T's 7 alone, the law was not 
ſatisfied : _ 

Therefore by CH R IST's ſufferings alone, UP SS 
could not be juſtified, 

But when we join the ative with the paſſive obe⸗ 
dience of our LORD; the eſſicacy of the one, with 
the perfection of the other; how does our Juſtification 
ſtand firm, in the fulle/? ſenſe of the word! We have 
all that the law demands, both for our excmption from 
the curſe, and as a title to the bleſſin, 

Ther. Does not the ſcripture aſcribe the hole of 
our ſalvation to the death of CHRIST? delivering 
it, as a neyer-to-be-forgotten maxim in Chriſtianity, 
That we have redemption ** h his bleed * are brought 
near through the blood if CHR IST +; nay, that we 
are juſtified (the very point under debate). through his 
bloed7,——Would the inſpired writer have aſſigned theſe 

various bleſſings to this one cauſe, if it had been a 
price inadequate to the purchaſe, or a means inſufli- 
cient to accompliſh the end? 

Aſp. This part of our LORD's meritorious humili- 
ation 1s, by a very uſual figure, put for the whole. "The 
death of CHRIS includes, not only bis ſufferings, 
but his obedicnce. | The ſhedding of bis precious 
blood, was at once the d inſtance of his ſuffering, 
and the finiſhing act of his obedience. In this view it 


is conſidered, and thus it is interpreted, by his own 
ambaſſador ; 'who, ſpeaking of his divine MASTER, 
ſays, He was obedient unto death, even the death of the 
craſs l. 

By the ſame ſigure; faith is ſometimes ſaid to be a 
lively influential perſuaſion, 'That CHRIST died for 


* Eph. i. 7. f Eph. ii. 13. f Rom. v. 9. | Phil. i. 8. 


Gur 


then, he could truly fay, F 
the work thou gaveſt me to do |. 
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our fins x. At other times, it is repreſented as a firm 
practical belief, that GOD hath raiſed him from the 
dead +. Neither of which can, without the utmoſt 
contrariety to the analogy. of ſcripture, be taken in 


the excluſive ſenſe. Each act mult be underſtood, not 


ſeparately, but jointly ; each as implying both, or re- 
ciprocally inferring one another. | 

In like manner, when the ſcripture aſcribes our ju- 
ſtification to the death of CHRIST, we are not to 
think, that it would /et aſide, but imply his obedience. 


It 1s not becauſe his active obedience has no concern in 


procuring the bleſſing; but becauſe his bitter paſſion 
was the moſt conſpicuous, and the completing ſtage of 


his ever-glorious PROTO. Then, .and not till 
THER, I have finiſhed 


Ther. According to your account then, it ſhould be 
poſſible for a man to have all his fins done away, yet 


not attain to complete juſtification. Which is as con- 


to ſound ſenſe, and true divinity, as to imagine, 
that crookedneſs may be removed, and the object not 
become ſtraight. | | 
D. No, Theron. According to my account, it is 
impoſlible, that the active and paflive obedience of our 
REDEEMER fhould be disjoined. To whomſo- 
ever the one is imputed, from him the other is not 
with-held. They were undivided in CHRIST the il- 
luſtrious head, and they are undroided in their —— 
tion to his myſtical body. As CHRIS Tin ſuffering 


obeyed, and in obeying ſuffered ; ſo whoever receives 


CHRIST as an atonement, receives him alſo as a 
righteouſneſs; . 15 

This has been obſerved before; and if this be real 
fact, what an e/timably-precigus. gift is the gift of 
CHRIST Never was the moſt ſovereign remedy 
ſo admirably ſuited to any malady, as this is adapted 
to all our wants. In HIM may we be found, living 


1 Cor. xv. 3. + Rom. x. 9g. John xvil. 4. 
and 
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and dying How fafe, how happy then —Let me 
not weary your patience, if I repeat a paſſage from 
our excellent Dr Lightfoot + which, though artleſs and 
remarkably ſimple, has very much affected my mind ; 
and, I hope, will leave ſome valuable impreſſion on 
my friend's. * Juſtification,” ſays that judicious di- 
vine, “is a man's bein intereſted 3 in all CHRIST's 
a righteouſneſs. And if any thing is to be lo 2 
« for, ſure that 1s, to be intereſted in a// CHRIS: 
« righteouſneſs.” 
Ther. You don't weary my patience ; neither do you 
fatisfy my doubts. For you take no notice of the ab- 
ford 1 ett, and the compariſon that enforces it. 
compariſon, my dear friend, 1s not found- 
lt 4 2 parallel caſe. Neither ſenſe, nor philoſophy 
find a medium between the removal of crookednefs, 
and the ſucceſſion of ſtraightneſs. But reaſon diſcerns 
an apparent, and revelation maintains an important dit- 
ference, between the pardon of guilt, and a title to 
life. This has already been proved from ſcripture ; 
and is, to me at leaſt, evident from the very nature 
of things. For, if a | Kin, in favour of ſome con- 
demned malefactor, e the ſentence of death; 
this is one very conſiderable act of clemency. But if 
he to make the pardoned criminal, a partaker 
of his kingdom, or an heir of his crown ; this ſurely 
is 2 new, and a much higher inſtance of royal bounty. 
lf you infiſt upon a fmilitude, the word of G * 
which always — with conſummate pro propriety 
furniſh us with one. Zechariah illuſtrates Ain 
of juſtification. He repreſents the finner by a perſon 
arrayed in filthy — — 2 is deſcribed by 
taking away this fordid By which benefit, 4 
ceaſes to be defiled ; yet is 5 le not hereby clothed ; 
is he not hereby j juſtified. This is an additional b of 
fing ; ſignified by putting on change of raiment *, and 
wearing beautiful robes. Here the circumſtances tally. 


Zech. iii. 3. 4. 5. wh 
e 
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The two conſtituent parts of juſtification, are ſeverally 
diſplayed, and ſtrongly marked. Here we have the 
removal of filth, and the robe of righteouſneſs; that 
which frees us from being abhorred, and that which 
renders us accepted: which, though diſtinguiſhable in 
themſelves, and diſtinguiſhed by the ſacred writer, 
are always united in the divine donation. 


Ther. This notion is founded on a chimerical cove- 
nant, that CHRIST would take upon him the obe- 
dience due from man, of which there is not the leaſt 
intimation in holy ſcripture. 

Aſp. That CHRIST undertook every thing neceſ- 
fary to redeem /oft /inners from guilt and condemna- 
tion, every thing neceſſary to procure for attarnted re- 
bels a freſh title to life and glory; this cannot be rec- 
koned chimerical. This muſt be as real, as that loſt. 
ſinners are redeemed, or attainted rebels reſtored. E- 
very proof of the one, proves and eſtabliſhes the other. 
This 1s what we call a covenant ; and, from its benign 
nature, TuR CovExNaNT OF GRACE. 

Without undertaking this, I ſee not how our LORD 
could ſuſtain the character of a SURETY; nor, 
without fu/flling it, how he could execute the office 
of a REDEEMER.—And I believe, you yourſelf 
will be at a loſs to ſhew, with what kind of juſtice the 
eternal FATHER could [ay * our iniquities on the 
innocent FESU S, unleſs he had conſented to be an- 
ſwerable for our guilt. 

Ther. This is no anſwer to my objection. I faid, - - 
and it has been aflerted by a very eminent and able 
pen,—that there is no intimation of any fuch cove»: 
nant in the whole ſcriptures. 

Aſp. What then can be the meaning of thoſe re- 
markable words in the prophecy of Zechariah * The 
caunſel of peace Sali be between them beth f. Here, I 

„. n. 6. think, 

+ Zech, vi. 12. 13. Theſt wo verſes contain a brief, but 
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think, the covenant is mentioned, and the parties are 
ſpecified. —T he counſel of peace, if I miſtake not, ſigni- 
fies the myſterious and unſearchable contrivance, form- 
ed for the recovery of ruined man :—formed and car- 
ried into execution by the LORD almighty, or 
GOD the FATHER; and that illuſtrious perſon, 
who is to build the temple, and bear the glory. A cha- 
racter, which none can claim; a taſk, ro which none 
is equal; but the bleſſed 7 ESU S only. 


very fine deſcription of the REDEEMER; of his pe ſon, 
his office, and his glory; together with the all · gracious cauſc, 
and ever: bleſſed fruit of our redemprion. puny: 

His perſon : He is the man; or, as the Hebrew imports, the 
real, but at the ſame time, the illuſtrious man.—Whſe name is 
ihe BRANCH; being the new origin of a new race; the fa- 
ther of a ſpiritual ſeed, who. are children, not of the fleſh, 
but of the promiſe -A branch that ſhall ſpring, not from a 
common root, not from any human planting, but MN rom 
under himſelf; being born of a pure virgin, and by the power 
of his own SPIRIT, he ſhall be both ſtock and ftem to him- 


ſelf. 
His office : It is to build the temple, the church of the elect 2 


which is the houſe of the living GOD; in which he dwells, 


and by whom he is worſhipped ; laying the foundation of this 
iritual edifice in his croſs, and cementing it with his blood. — 
hich he ſhall rule as a king, ater having redeemed it as a 
prieſt; uniting the ſacerdotal cenſer with the regal diadem, and 
being @ prieft upon bis throne. Hence proceeds his ghry: for 
be fands not, like other prieſts, offering daily the ſame obla 
tions ; but having, by one ſacrifice, obtained eternal redemp- 
tion for us, is /et down at the right hand of the MAJESTY 

on high. * ä 
e What is the cauſe of theſe great events? What, but that 
moſt ſacred and auguſt convention, the council of peace ? which 
was ſettled between them both; between the LORD JEHO- 
VAH on one hand, and the man whote name is the BRANCH 
on the other, —Called a council, from the entire conſent, which 
actuated each ; and the tranſcendent wiſdom, diſplayed 
in the whole ſcheme. — The council of peace, becauſe of its 
ſovereign cſſicacy, to make peace with an offerded GOD, 
peace iu the actuſing conſcience, peace among peop c of jar- 
ring tempers and diſcordant principles. f 
N 


 recompenſe | decreed him by 
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In p/alm the xlth, the conditions of the covenant are 
circumſtantially recorded: which were the incarnation. 


and obedience of the eternal SON : A body haſt thou 
repared me. Lo! I come to do thy will &. 1 he accom- 
pliſbment of theſe conditions, is alleged and pleaded by 
our great MEDIATOR, in the introduction to his 
laſt ſolemn prayer f. W hat he implores, in the pro- 
ceſs of his ſupplications, may be looked upon as the 
the FATHER, and ſti- 

pulated 1n this magnificent treaty, Implores, did I 
ſay? *Tis very obſervable, that our LORD makes a 


demand, rather than a requeſt. The expreſſion is not 
ale, but . : A word of Authority, not of ſupplica- 


tion. He claims what, by the FATHE R's engage- 
ment, and by his own obedience, was become his un- 
queſtionable right. 
Here are the 
tionsof the covenant ; theperformance of the covenant; 


and the reward, which, by virtue of ſuch perform 


ance, is merited, is claimable, is due. All this, I 
ſhould imagine, amounts to an imtimation, and ſome- 
what more Gan an intimation of the covenant. 
. Ther. This you call the covenant of grace : but if 
we are juſtified by CHRIST's fulfilling: of the law, 
we are juſtited by works. So that, before you can 
ſtrike out ſuch a of ſalvation, you muſt contradict 
yourſelf : and, what is more adventurous, you muſt 
aboliſh that fundamental principle of the goipel ; = 
the works of the law jball no fleſh be juſtified.” © + 

- Aſp. We are, J grant it, juſtified by works. But 
whoſe? The works of CHRIS T, not our-OWnh.— 
This is very far from contradicting ourſelves; equally 
far is it from aboliching what you call the gebe, prin- 


ple. Which, though an undeniable truth, is not an 


e + John xvii, 
1 This recompenſe is ſpecified and promiſed, in another au- 
thentic copy ot the ſame grand treaty, recorded, /f xlix. 1.—6. 
| Not | beg, but I will, John xyii. 24. Sic vol, fic j ubes. 
Vol, L. No 9 Z evangelical 


ies of the covenant ; the condi- 
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—_—_— — ſhews us our 

| | miſerable ſtate, and the utter impoſſibility of —_ 
'Þ ourſelves. Whereas nothing is genuine goſpel, but 

| what ſpeaks comfort, and adminiſters recovery. 

| Between the covenant of works, and the covenant 
1 | af grace, this, I apprehend, is the difference : By the 

| former, man was indiſpenſably bound to obey, in his 

cron perſon. — the latter, the obechence of his Surety 
Þ is accepted, in of his own. The righteouſneſs re- . 

1 quired by both, is not fincere, but complete; not pro- 
138 ned to the abilities of fallen man, but to the pu- 
[ rity of the law, and the majeſty of the LAWGIVER. 


| —By this means, the glory of GOD as an awful 
{1 Pw and the glory of his law as an inviolable 
4 ſyſtem, are entirely preſerved and illuſtnouſly diſplay- 
=_ ed. The falvation of ſinners, neither claſhes with the 
i truth, nor interferes with the } 
1 LEGISLATOR. On the contrary, it becomes a 
E. Lr juſt * procedure of the moſt bigh GOD, 
] altify bim thet believeth on FESUS. 
ho — When you make this difference between the 
two covenants, where is your authority from ſcrip- 
ture? Which of the ſacred writers have taught us, 
that, though one demanded perſonal, the other is con- 
tent with vicarious obedience ? 

Aſp. Which ?—The firſt three. The moſt eminent 
c the moſt enraptured poet; and the moſt 
zealous I need not inform you, that I mean 
Moſes, David, and Paul. 
lbe teſtimony of David has been already recited — 

gives us a conciſe, but very inſtructive account 
of the ſecond covenant. With whom, nag ey an 
his repreſentatiun, was it made? Not with 
any of his P but with the LORD JESUS 
cuRIS in the roam and ſtead of both, None of 
the articles are propoſed to a poor, impotent, ruined 
creature; but the whole is over to the inter- 

042 4.5 + L0G ? 

Eby; poſing 
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poſing SA VIOUR, ſignificantly deſcribed by the ſeed 
of the woman. It is not ſaid, & Thy beſt endeavours, 
© 0 Adam, thy true repentance and ſincere obedience, 
« ſhall retrieve this fatal miſcarriage ; but, The ſeed of 
« the woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head * : the SON 
4 of the MOST HIGH, by taking thy nature, ſub- 
« mitting to thy obligations, and ſuffering death for 
« thy fins, ſhall fully repair thy loſs.” 
CHRIST, we ſee, undertook to execute the con- 
ditions. CHRIST was our repreſentative in this great 
tranſaction. For which reaſon he is ſtyled by St Paul, 
the ſerond Man +, and — 4 better covenant f. 
Our help being laid upon ONE that is fo mighty; 
upon ONE that is fo faithful; the covenant is ſaid to 
be in all things well ordered and ſure ||: admirably well 
ordered indeed, for the comfort of the Chri/tian, and 
the ſecurity of his ſalvation. —* *Tis true,” may he 
cannot fulfil the conditions; and'*tis equally 
true, that this is not. required at my hands. The 
« LORD FESUSCHRTST, of his adorably-rich 
« goodneſs, has performed all that was conditionary |; 
and has eſtabliſſied, for me and for his people, a va- 
id title to the promiſes, the privileges, and— 
Ther. has thereby releaſed me from all obligation 
to duty.” Farewell then to our own obedience. 
No more occaſion for any holineſs of life. Nay, the 


Gen. ili. 15, t 1 Cor. xv. 48. 
t Heb. vii. 22. 2 Sam. xxili. 85. 

+ Witſius, inſtead of repreſenting the covenant of grace as a 
chimerical thing, moſt affectionately and charmingly diſplays its 
excellency : Si quiequam ergo attentiſſima conſideratione dignum 
cenſeri debeat, ſane id fedus gratiæ eff. Hic via offtenditur ad 
meliorem terreftri paradiſum, et ad certierem ftabilioremgue Jeli- 
citatem, ea qua Adamus excidit. His nova fpes perditis morta» 
libus allucet, que eo gratior eſſe debet, quo inexſpectat ior obventt, 
Hic conditiones offeruntur, quibus aterna.. falus annexa eff ; con- 
ditiones non a nobit rurſus præſtandæ, qusd animum deſpondere 
faceret ; fed ab EO, qui vita non excederet, vere di- 
xerit, Conſummatum eſt, De Occon, Uh. H. cap. +. 
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fluice is opened for an inundation of ungodlineſs.— 
Fine divinity truly! Should I not rather ſay, dow n- 
right Antinomianiſm / a 
- Aſp. No, my friend: CHRIST came net to deſtroy 
the lato, but to fulfil x. He has fulfilled it, to the very 
uttermoſt, in his own perſon. He has alſo merited 
for us thoſe ſupplies of the SPIRIT, which alone can 
cnable weak corrupt creatures to yield faithful and ac- 
ceptable obedience.——Though our LORD FESUS 
died, and was obedient for the wngodly ; though he 
finds us ungodly, when he juſtifies us; yet he never 
| leaves his people in this abominable ſtate. On the con- 
| N nth he teaches them to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly 
| uſts Fo 2 
_ let us conſider the tenor of this covenant ; 
fince you are ſo very apprehenſive of its conſequences. 
, ill put my laws into their minds, and on their 
« hearts will I write them 1. They ſhall diſcern ſuch 
* a beauty and glory in my-precepts, as will engage 
their deſires, and win their afſections: fo that it thall 
c be no their burden, but their delight, even 
« their meat and drink, to do the will of their F A- 
« THER in heaven.” —This, this is one of the privi- 
leges purchaſed by our great MEDIATOR. And 
it ſeems wondrous ſtrange, that the purchaſe of an 
eſtate for you or me, ſhould be reckoned the ſure 
means to deprive us of the poſſeſſion, or debar us from 
the enjoyment. | 
How often is this weak ſurmiſe urged as an argu- 
ment ? All whoſe plauſibility is owing to a palpable 
miſtake, or an egregious fallacy ; to a ſuppoſed ſepa- 
ration of things, which are abſolutely inſeparable; l 
mean our juſtiſication and our ſanctification ||. You 
are a philoſpher, Theron. Try, if you can ſeparate I | 
Matth. v. 17. +, + Tit. ii. 12. f Heb. viii. 10. . 
Ice J. xlv. 24. 1 Cor. i. 30. 1 Cor. vi. 11. where theſe ©ſ . 
bleflings walk hand in hand; and ncver were, never will, ne- 
ver cen bc parted. ; 244 6 | 
"77; 2 1 grovily 64 
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ravity from the ftone, or heat from the fire. If theie 
es and their eflential properties are indiflolubly 
connected ; ſo are a genuine faith and a conſcientious 
obedience. Lo ſuppoſe them diſunited, is as contra 
to ſound divinit 85 8 "it would be contrary to true philo- 
1 phy, if you ſhould talk of a burning ſubſtance that 
has no warmth, or of a ſolid ſubſtance that has no 
weight —Never therefore, my dear friend, repeat this 
{tale objection; never propagate this ungrounded * cla» 
mour; nor adopt a cavil, which is altogether as un- 
Philoſophical, as it is anti-evangelical. 2 
Ther, We digreſs from the point, My principal ob- 
jection is not ſatisfied, I was obſerving, that, accord- 
ing to your manner of ſtating the affair, falvation is no 
—_ free, but founded upon works.—They are the 


* This puts me in mind of what Theodorus replied to Phi- 
docles ; who was often inſinuating, that he preached licentious 
doctrine; becauſe he enlarged, with peculiar aſſiduity, upon 
faith in FESUSCHRIST, and frequently choſe ſuch texts 
AS, Believe in the LORD JESUS, and thou ſbalt be ſaved. 

I preach ſalvation by FE SUS CHRIS T; and give me 
* leave to aſk, ene you know what ſalvation by CARIST 
* means?” —Philocles pauſed. He began to bluſh; would 
have cluded the — and declined an anſwer. —“ No,” faid 
Theodorus : * you mult permit me to inſiſt upon a reply. Be: 
** cauſe, if it de a right one, it will juſtify me and my conduct; 
* if it be a wrong one, it will prove, that you Re you 
& know not what ; and haye more reaſon to inform your 25 
than to cenſure others.“ 

This diſconcerted him ſtill more, Upon which Theodorus 
proceeded. * Salvation by CHRIST means, not only a 
« deliverance from the guift, but alſo from the power of tin. 


He gave bimſelf” for us, that he might redeem us from all in- 


* iquity ; redeem us rom our vain canverſation, as well as de- 
« liver us from the wrath to come, — G0 now, Philacles, and 
tell the world, that, by teaching theſe doctrines, L promote 
* the cauſe of liceatiouſneſs. And you will be juſt as rat ian 
e al, juſt as candid, juſt as true, as if you ſhould affirm, that 
the firemen, by playing the engine, and pouring in water, 
& burnt your houſe to the ground, and laid your furniture in 


„ aſhes,” 
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works 
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works of the law, though CHRIS T performs them. 
To maintain, that we are juſtiſied by theſe works, is 
to 2 the difference between the law and the 
* Though we ſhould admit your premiſes, we 
cannot acquieſce in your concluſion. The fame righ- 
teouſneſs, by which we are juſtified, is both legal and 
evangelical. Legal, in reſpect to CHRIST, who was 
made under tle law, that he might obey all its com- 
mands. Evangelical, in reſpect to us, who work not 
ourſelves, but believe in the great FULFILLER 
of all righteouſneſs.— This is much of the ſame nature, 
with that other momentous diſtinction in divinity, 
Salvation is freely given, yet dearly bought. Fyeeiy 
given, with regard to us; dearly bought, with 
to CHRIST. So we are juſliſied by works, if you 
look forward to our SURETY; we are juſtihed 
— works, if you caſt a retroſpective view an our- 
3 


Theron was ſilent. Aſpaſo, after a ſhort interval, re- 
newed the diſcourſe.I know not, whether my friend 
is yielding to my arguments, or ſearching after objec- 
tions; deli ing upon a capitulation, or muſtering 
his forces for a freih ſally. However, let me take this 


opportunity of dropping 2 hint, and ſuggeſting 2 


caution. wr tat” . 
The reaſon, which inclines ſome to 
1 is comfortable doctrine, hes concealed, if not 
In anabſolute diſbelief of our L OR D's eternal glory 
and GODHEAD, yet in wifettled apprehenſions of 
it, or an habitual mattention'toit. —If our SAVIOUR 
was not really GOD, as ſome writers, unhappily 
miſtaken themſelves, cndeavour to perſuade the world, 
it would be a reaſonable practice, and entirely conſiſt- 
ent with their ſcheme, to diſavow the imputation of 
his righteouſneſs. Becauſe, upon ſuch a ſuppoſition, 
his obedience was no more than bounden duty; in 
' 1 


2 
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which there could not be the leaſt pretence to merit, 
and which could be profitable to none but himſelf.— 
Whereas, if we verily believe him to be the incarnate 
G OD, his ſubmiſſion to the law becomes an act of vo- 
luntary humiliation. . Which circumſtance, together 
with the tranſcendent dignity of his perſon, render his 
obedience, not meritorious only, but inexpreſſibly and 
infnitely meritorious, 

As the blood of CHRIST is called G OD's own 
blood * ; ſo the obedience of CHRIST was perform 
ed in the perſon of that adorable MEDIATOR, 
who 1s G O D over all f. He acted through the whole 

courſe of his life, and ſuffered death at the laſt, not 
merely as man, but as GOD-Man; as JEHOVAH- 
JESUS; EMMANUEL.—Let me entreat you to 
remember, nay, let me entreat you never to forget 
this a/l-rmportant article of our faith. And may the 
SPIRIT of wiſdom give us an underſtanding, to know 
the 173 ghty, the extenſive influence of ſo glorious a 
truth 

Ther. Far be it from me, to d from the dig- 
nity of our SAVIOUR's perſon, or to depretiate 
the merits of his mediatonal office. Place them as 
high as words can reach ; exalt them as far as thought 
can ſoar; I ſtedfaſtly believe, you will ſtall fall thort, 
unmeaſurably ſhort, of their real worth. —But this 
conſideration ſeems to increaſe the abſurdity of your 
notion. For, if CHRIST's rightequſne(s, his very 
righteouſneſs be imputed ; then the true helievers are 
altogether as righteous, as CHRIST himſelf. Where- 
as, if you maintain, that his righteouſneſs is imputed 
only as to its effects, you will keep clear of this rock. 

Aſp. This, I apprehend, will be like keeping clear 
of Scylla, only to fall foul upon Charybdis.— What are 
the effects of the MEDIA TOR's righteouſneſs ? 
Pardon of fin, juſtification of our perſons, and the 
ſanctiſication of our nature. Shall we ſay, theſe ef. 


Acts xx. 28. | + Rom. is. 5. 
2 4 feds, 
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ſes, theſe benefits are imputed ?-—To falt of their 
amputation, T think, is an affront to found ſenſe ; as, 
I am ſure, to be'put of with their imputation, would 
be a fatal diſappointment of our hopes.—All theſe be- 
nefits are, not imputed, but imparted ; they are not 
reckoned to us, but are really enjoyed by us; ours 
they are, not barely 3 in the divine eſtimation, but by 
proper and perional poſſeſſion. 

vet it does by no means follow, that believers are 
- altogether as righteous as CHRIST himſelf, un- 
Jeſs you can prove, that to be the receiver is, in all re- 
ſpects the fame as to be the author and finiher *.— 
The righteouſneſs of CHRIST ariſes wholly from 
himſelf, the ſource of ours ſubſiſts in another. 
CHRIS T's righteouſneſs is originally and abſolutely 
his own; whereas it is made ours in a way of favour 
and gracious imputation. Circumſtances theſe, which 
create a material difference, wane yield room for a 
vaſt pre-eminence, 

Ther. But if CHRIS Ds perfect obedience be ac- 
counted ours, methinks, we mould have no more need 
of pardoning mercy, than CHRIST himſeltf. 

115 Ves; 3 becauſe, before this imputation, we were 
ſunk in ilt, and dead in ſins; ; becauſe, after it, we 
are defective in our duty, and in many things offend. 

Ther. Does not this doctrine render the interceſſion 
of our SAVIOUR ſuperfluous * What occaſion have 
they for an -advocate with the FATHER, whoſe 
righteouſneſs has neither blemiſh nor imperfection ? 

Ap. They ſtand in need of an advocate; firſt, that 
they may be brought home to the REPAIRER off 
their breaches , and made partakers of his righteout- 
neſs by a hving faith. Next, that their faith may be 
preſerved, notwithſtanding all oppoſition, ſtedfaſt and 
immoveable; or rather, may be carried on, victorious 
and triumphant, even to the end. 
ber. You ſay, CHRIST performed all that was 

* Heb. xii. 2. . - 4 If. wii. 12. 
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« conditionary ;” then he repented for us, and believed 
for us. This muſt be admitted in purſuance of your 
principles. But this is ſo wild a notion, ſo contrary 
to reaſon and ſcripture, that to mention it, is to re- 
mw it. 
he. CHRIST performed whatever was ed 
e covenant of works, both before it was violated, 
= after it had been tranſgreſſed. But neither repent. 
ance nor faith were comprehended in this inſtitution. 
It knew nothing of the one, and it would not admit 
of the other.—lt was not therefore neceflary, neither 
indeed was it poſſible, for our ſpotleſs and divine 
LORD, to repent of fin, or believe in a SAVIOUR. 
But he did unſpeakably more, He. put away fin by the 
ſacrifice of himſelf x. He is himſelf the SAVIOUR 
of all the ends of the earth; and he has power to be- 
os that bleſſed SPIRIT, which worketh faith and 
produceth repentance. 

Ther. However, from what you have advanced, 
this will unavoidably follow, — That a man is to be 
juſtified, under the character of a notorious tranſgreſ- 
ſor of the law ; and juſtified under the character of a 
ſinleſs obſerver of the law. And what is this, but a 
glaring inconſiſtency: 

Aſp. Not at all incon ſiſtent, but abſolutely needful, 
if we conſider thoſe diſtinct branches of the divine 
law, the preceptive and the penal. Both which, in caſe 
of guilt already contracted, muſt neceſſarily be fatisfied. 
Aer at all —— but perfectly harmonious, if 
we take in the two conſtituent parts of juſtification, the 
acquittance from guilt, and a title to life. The former 
ſuppoſes us to be tranſgreſſors of the law; and ſuch 
the higheſt ſaints in the world are. The latter requires 
us to be obſervers of the law ; and ſuch muſt the in- 
heritors of heaven be.—Much leſs is this inconſiſtent, 
if we conſider belieyers in their perſonal and relative 
capacity; as they are in themſi es, and as they are 

* Heb. ix. 26. by 


- 
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in their 8 URE TY. Notorious tranſgreſſors in them- 
ſelves, they have a finleſs obedience in CHRIST. 
The conſciouſneſs of that, will be an everlaſting mo- 
—— the belief of this, an bann 
ſource of joy. 

All-this is no more inconſiſtent, than the union of 
a gloomy contexture, and a lightſome ſplendor, in 
_ thoſe detached clouds, which float amidſt the firma- 
ment. In themſelves, they are 2 lauring and dark col» 
leftion of vapours; . the ſun · beams, 


— 2 — 


Ther. After all, the imputation taught in ſcri ure, 
is not the imputation of CHRIST 's righteouſneſs, but 
of our own faith. y to the apoſtle's expreſs 


declaration, Abraham believed G O D, and it was pw, 


b. ag ee 5 *. 
Aſp. This objection admits the thing in diſpute, 


though it controverts the way and manner of obtain- 
ing it; admits the neceſſity of ſome active, poſitive 
righteouſneſs, in order to our juſtification, In this 
particular, I am glad to agree with my Theron: and in 


this particular, I believe, the generality of ſerzous people 
agree with us both. Whenever mel, conſciences are 


awakened, and ſeek to eſtabliſh the hope of eternal 
conſtantly turn their — — — righteouſ- 
cr 


A in whole or 
in part, — — 
to their own fincere obedience, Others call in to their 
fuccour works of 1 My friend would aſ- 


ſign this office to his fait 
Ther. Is this a proper anſwer to my. objection, 4 Ne 
fo? 3 ouainſ>-your toned, .. 


do wiſely therefore not to confront, — the 


evidence. | 
I did not intend it for an anſwer ; only as an 


acc | obſervation, which nevertheleſs has a pretty 
* Rom, iv. 3. cloſe 
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cloſe connection with the ſubject.—Neither would 1 
uſe ſo mean a ſubterfuge, as to clude an argument, 
which I could not confute. If my friend had allowed 
me leiſure to explain myſelf, this ſhould have been 
my reply. 
That a man is not by works, is a poſition 
moſt clearly demonſtrated, and a doctrine moit zeal 
oully inculcated, by St Paal. That faith is a work *, 
exerted by the human mind, is equally certain. Un- 
leſs th we would render the apoſtle inconſiſtent 
with himſelf, we muſt underſtand the paſſage in a qua- 
lifed ſenſe —Why ſhould we not ſuffer him to be his 
own interpreter ? Why thould we not take the narra- 
perience, for a comment on his doctrine ? 
He declares, that the ground of his own comfort, the 
cauſe of his own ö 
faith, but the ri bleouſneſs which is of GOD by faith . 
ot the aft — g. but that grand and glorious 
object of a ſinner's bebe, the LORD our righteouſneſs. 
Beſides, what was that faith of dbrabem, to which 
the apoſtle refers ; and which he propoſes, as the in- 
variable model of our 3 tion ?—i{t was faith in 
the promiſed ſeed; in FESUS CHRIST the righ- 
teous f. It was a firm perſuaſion, that this illuſtrious 
n pr er a ts 
author of acceptance, and to 
himſelf, A multitude of behevers, numberlcſs 
as the ſtars of heaven. Let us tread in theſe of 
the holy patriarch, and we ſhall aſcnbe tle, 
nothing to our faith, but a// to the inſinitely- excellent 
obedience of our REDEEMER. 
Ther. Sure, Aſpaſio, you will not preſume to correct 
inſpiration ! The inſpired writer makes no mention 


* fS@ & is called by HEM, who keew what was in many 
and what were the differences of things; This is THE WORK 
ff GOD, that ye believe on bi whom hath ſent, Jobs vi. 29. 

+ Phil. iii. 9. 
+ Compare Gen. xv. 5. 6. with Gal. i. 16, 
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of aREDEEMER's obedience. He ſays expreſsly 
and - politively,—/t, that is, Abraham's faith, and not 
any thing elſe, was counted unto him for — 
p. True, Theron ; as thoſe windows are reckoned, 
are counted, the /izhts of your houſe. Why? Becauſe 
they illuminate? No; but becauſe they afford a paſ- 
to the illuminating rays. Through them, the 
firſt and beſt of elements is diffuſed into all your ha- 
bitatian.—So we are ſaved by grace thraugh faith; by 
grace imputing, through faith accepting, the righ- 
teouſneſs of FESUSCHRIST. Grace is the mag- 
nificent ſource of this nobler light; faith is the means 
of tranſmitting it into all the taculties of the ſoul. 
When our LORD declares to the diſcaſed woman, 
Thy faith hath made thee whole * ; how are we to un- 
deritand his words? that the patient's belief, and not 
the agency of CHRIST, wrought the cure? To 
ſuppoſe this, would be extremely derogatory to the 
power of our great PHYSICIAN. And if we 
aſcribe juſtification to the act of believing, this will 
be equally derogatory to the obedience of our great 
MEDIATOR. In the former caſe, CHRIS and 
his omnipotent operation were all in all. In the 
latter caſe, CHRIST and his infinite merit are all in 
all. In 6h caſes, taith is only the eye to diſcern, or 
the hand o receive, the ſovereign 0 | 
I would farther obſerve, that faith is particu- 
larly 44//:9g4abed from the righteouſneis which juſtifies. 
We read of the righteouſneis which is 6y faith, which 
is of faith f. This form of expreſſion puts an appa- 
| Matth. ix. 22. | 
| + Rom. ix. 30. Phil. iii. 9g. The apoſtles, I believe, never 
make uſe of this phraſe deut vis rice, or Harm rin, but 
a ict Or tis Tix ier. Not for, or on account of our faith, 
but by or through faith ; making this grace, not the procuring 
cauſe, but only the inſtrument of application.—Such language 
as the former ſeems contrary to the ſound words of our LORD 
FESUS CHRIST. Yer if Theron's ſenſe of the text were 
admitted, the doctrine contained in this unſcriptural and often- 
five ſtyle, were the unavoidable conſequence. 


rent 
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rent difference between the evangelical faith, and. the 
evangelical righteouſneſs. Since whatever is ) ano- 
ther, and of another, cannot, without the greateſt vi- 
olence to reaſon and language, be reckoned that other. 


Alf faith was the cauſe of our acceptance with G O D, 


then we ſhould be juſtified by a righteouſneſs which 
is confeſſedly imperfect. For who has ever attained to 
the higheſt degree of this virtue? Or whoſe faith is 
not mixed with an alloy of unbelief —If faith itſelf 
was the matter of our juſtification, 1 ſee not how 
boaſting could be excluded; how the law could be 
magnified ; or what reaſon the apoſtle could have to 
account all things, but the ngatcoulnchs of CHRIST, 
meaner than droſs *. 

Say not, that we preſume to breed inſpiration. We 
only interpret the inſpired word in an harmonĩous con- 
Jitency with itſelf. This ſenſe is agreeable to the pre- 
vailing doctrine, and to the current language of ſcrip- 
ture.— To the prevailing doctrine; which is a believing 
in HI M who juſtifieth the ungodly. Sift and examine 

is expreflion ; 41m who | -ultiveth, You: will find, 


that the work is CHRIST's; CHRIST's and no 


other's. The HOLY GHOST aſſigns not the leait 
ſhare, not. ſo much as a co- eſliciency, to any other 
cauſe. Faith therefore, if it preſumes to arrogate 
this exalted prerogative, or if it pretends to the leaſt 
part in this important buſineſs, is a ſacrilegious uſur- 
per. To the current language; as when G OD is call- 
ed our fear , our hope f, our joy . In theſe places, 
the act is undoubtedly put for the object. So, in the 
paſſage before us, the act muſt 8 the object of 
faith. It is to be underſtood, not abſolutely, but as 


* Phil ini. g. The original is —— word 400 the moſt 
contemptible meaning; it ſigniſies che worthleſs ſcraps, aud 
fordid offals, that are caſt to the dogs. The reader may ſee 
this paſſage more fully explained in Letter V. 

+ Gen. XII. 42. 53 ” FRO lxxi, 5. Jer. xiv. 8. 
Pfal. xliui. 4. Ny Bak 
ſame 


| 
| 
| 
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— divines ſpeak, objectively, inſtrumentally, rela- 
Ther. In the name of wonder, what can you mean 


by this heap of harſh and obſcure expreſſions | Let me 
22. to ſpeak in your own ſtyle, not 
u 


inas, I have an irreconcileable 


terms. They are the bar- 


y purſued, is ſaid to 
emit, by which the water is darkened, and the foe 


þ. This, Theron, is the meaning of our uncouth 
phraſes : It is not faith itſelf, which juſtifies ; but that 
righteouſnefs, which faith inually views ; which 
faith delightfully apprebends; and on which it finally 
termimates 


To be phiner ſtill we are juſtified by faith, in 
the ſame manner-as we are fed by the hand, or as we 
are ſaid to drink of a cup. Neither the hand nor the 


cup are the cauſe of our ſuſtenance, but the im/Iru- 


ments, one of conveying it, the other of receiving it *. 
Alban affirms, Wo are juſtified by faith; faith 


itſelf declares, In the LORD I have righteouſneſs. 


Though I am entirely of Theron's mind, and can by no 
means admire our ſcholaftic divines, or their lag ical terms; yet 
. 2 remark from Paræus, couched in this ſtyle, is ſo pertinent 
to the purpoſe, and fo full an explication of the point, that it 
would be an injury to the cauſe, not to make it a part of my 
notes. And ſome readers, I apprehend, not much acquaint- 

ed with this old-faſhioned dialect, may be well enouęh pleaſed 
to view a ſpecimen ; may like it, as they do the t of a medal, 
muy for ies uncouthneſs and antiquity. 

« Faith juſtifies,” ſays my author, not effefively, as 
working an habitual righteouſneſs in us; not materially, as 
though it were itſelf the conſtituent cauſe of our juſtification ; 
«++ but it juſtifieth cbjefively, as it apprehendeth CHRIST; 
and inftrumentally, as it applieth his righteouſneſs.” 
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Put theſe . together, and you will have the 
true ſenſe of our doctrine, and the true doctrine of the 
ſpel. | 
86 he Themiſtocles fled from the malice of his coun- 
trymen, what recommended him to the protection of 
King A4metus Not his name; that was obnoxious. 
Not his actions; they had been hoſtile. —But the 
perſon of the young prince; whom the diſtreſſed refugee 
caught up in his arms; and, charged with theſe: cre- 
dentials, preſented himſelf to the royal parent *#.—So 
faith recommends to G O D, and juſtifies the ſoul, not 
for itſelf, or its own worth ; but on account of what 
it preſents, and what it pleads. . 
Ther, Is not this a iful diſtinction, and an ex- 
calling refinement? Has it any foundation in ſcrip- 
mas ; 805 
þ. It is implied in almoſt all the repreſentations 
of CHRIST, and all the deſcriptions of faith, which 
occur in the ſacred writings. | 
CHRIST i likened to c/aathing ; and believers are 
ſaid to have put on CHRIST 4. Now, it cannot be 
the act of putting on, that covers our bodies, or 
keeps them warm; but the commodious t which 
is wore.— He is compared to bread: I am the bread 
life J. Shall we ſay, it is the act of cating, hic 
rengthens the conſtitution, and recruits our ſpirits? 
No ſurely; but the food eaten and digeſted. CHR S＋T 
was typified by the citiel of refuge || ; and ſinners, by 
the obnoxious manſlayer ; who, if he fled to one of 
thoſe privileged abodes, and there remained, was fafe. 
No proſecution againſt him could be valid. He had 
nothing to fear from the avenger of blood. lu this 
This, ſays Plutarch, was a cuſtom peculiar to that country; 
was reckoned the moſt ſolemn method of ſupplicating favour ; 
and ſeldom met with a repulſe.—To which I may add, it is a 
cuſtom that Chriſtians ſhould imitate; in all their addrefles to 
the GOD and FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
When thus uſed, thus improved, it will never fail of ſucceſs. 
t Gal. li. 27. f John vi. 35. | Numb. XAxVv. 13. 
caſe, 
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caſe, was it the bare act of flying that ſcreened the 


criminal? By no means. This conveyed him to a place 
of ſecurity. But the place ſelf 1 was his ſanctuary, his 
aſylum, his ſafeguard. 


Faith is ſtyled, a receiving of CH R IST: As many 


as recerved him, to them gave he power; or granted the 
privilege, to become the ſons of G 0.5. The otlice of 
faith is, according to this deſinition, not to contribute 
its quota, much leſs to depoſit the whole ſum, but to 
take and uſe the ineſtimable gift. Faith is called, a 


looking unto FESUS 7; in alluſion, I ſuppoſe, to the 


famous expedient provided for — wounded [/raelites f. 


Our crucified — RD was prefigured by the brazen 
ſerpent ; our guilt by the ſlings 4: the fiery ſerpents; 
and our faith by —— to the -miraculous remedy. 


Did the healing power, ” would aſk, reſide in the 


mere act of viewing? No: but in the emblem of a 
dying SAV O UR, elevated on the pole, and or- 
dained for the recovery of the people. Here all the 
efficacy was lodged. From hence it was all derived. The 


action of the eye, like the office of faith, was ſly to 


fetch home, and apply the ſanative virtue. ä 
Once more; Faith is repreſented, as laying hold 


on 60 D, our SAVIOUR ||; leaning üpon our 


BELO V ED +; cleaving td the LORD. — Pleaſe 
to take notice of yonder vine. Its ſhoots are weak, 
John i. 12, See alſo Rom. v. 17.; where a critic of ac- 


curate judgment, and delicate taſte, (though little krown in 
England), makes this remark on the word , Non Ju- 


Lilla actus ſumendi, quatenus eft actus ; ſed illud quod ſamitur 


aut apprehenditur.  BENGEL10s in loc.— lis annotations on. 
the New Teſtament are cumpriſed in a-fmall guarts volume. 


They preſent the reader with many refined obſervations on 
the elegancies of the ſtyle, and ſublimity of the doctrines, 
They are a pattern of the conciſe manner; and, which is per- 
haps the crowning excellency, they all along indicate a heart 
warm and glowing with the love of its ſubject. 
+ Heb. xil, 2. r 1 Nuwb. xxi 8. 
j If, xxvii. 5. + Cant viii. 5. + Ae: xi. 23.7 


and 
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and its branches flimſy. Being abſolutely unable 
to ſupport themſelves, they are furniſhed with a very 
remarkable ſet of c/aſpers : which, like ſo many fingers, 


lay. hold on the pegs of the wall, or faſten themſelves i; 


to the poles within their reach. Without ſuch a pro- 
viſion, the boughs mit lie proſtrate on the ground, 
and be expoſed to the inſults of every foot. Where- 
as, by this kind contrivance of nature, fo creeping a. 
plant will climb into the air, and enjoy the breeze; 
ſo feeble a plant will ſtand out the winter, and defy 
the ſtorms. An inſtructive admonition to ſinners ! 


and no contemptible illuſtration of faith, eſpecially in 


its principal and moſt diſtinguiſhing employ | Thus let 
us apprehend the blefſed FESU'S ; hold us faſt by our 
adored REDEEMER; cleave to his ineffable wor- 
thineſs, as thoſe twining tendrils, by repeated cir- 
cumvolutions, adhere to their ſubſtantial ſupporters. 
Then ſhall we riſe, by merits not our own, from the 
moſt abject and miſerable condition, to a ſtate of ever- 
laſting honour and joy. | 
| Ther. Some people, I believe, would hardly forbear 
ſmiling at the peculiarity of your dition ; and might 
be — to call your diſcourſe canting, rather than 
reaſoning. For my own part, I muſt acknowledge, 
that, as all your peculiar phraſes are derived from the 
ſcriptures, 3 them with reverence, rather than 
any diſpoſition to ſneer. Was my friend delivering a 
Latin oration, it would be a ſufficient warrant for any 
of his expreſſions, to prove that they came from the 
Ciceronian mint. And will it not be, at leaſt, an equal» 
ly- ſufficient authority for any modes of ſpeech uſed 
in a theological eſſay, to allege that they bear the ſtamp 
of the Bible ? x. * Of 

Though I make no objection to your language, I 
have yet another ſcruple with regard . ine. 
Do the ancient fathers adopt or inculcate this im- 
puted righteouſneſs? If it was ſo important an art 
cle of our faith, ſurely it could not be unknown in 

Vol. II. No g. F 
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thoſe early ages, which were fo near the apoſtolical 
fountain. It would not have been omitted by thoſe 


zealous preachers, who choſe to endure all the rigours 
1 rather than renounce their holy pro- 
on. . 


Aſp. I think, it were ſufficitnt to anſwer this que- 
ſtion, by aſking another, —Do the apoſtles, does the 
HOLY SPIRIT of GOD ſpeaking in ſcripture, 
inculcate this doctrine, or diſplay this pri _ If 
ſo, we need not be very folicitous for any farther 
authority. To the law, and to the teſtimony *, is our 
grand, our final a Amidſt all the darkneſs and 
uncertainty, which evidently run through the wri- 
r this is our unſpeakable hap- 

ineſs, t the have à more ſure word 0 ; tt 
Thich we do well to take heed +. COIL 

However, to be a little more lar :—It can- 
not be expected, that we ſhould find many paſſages in 
thoſe pious authors, very ſtrong and very explicit, 
upon the point. Becauſe, in their days, it was not 
ſo profefledly oppoſed ; and therefore could not be fo 
exactly diſcuſſed, as in later ages. Nevertheleſs, they 
have left enough behind them, to avouch the ſubſtance 
of what we aſſert, That a min is not juſtified by a 
works, duties, or righteouſneſs of his own, but oni 6 
re FESUSCH A fay, tat] 

ve charged my memory wi very words; 
for that reaſon, muſt not attempt it Pele to make 
any citation. But, when a proper opportunity offers, 
and their works are before me, I may poſſibly produce 
a few of their teſtimonies. 2 

In the mean time, I can mention a ſet of writers, 
whoſe atteſtation will, I imagine, carry as much weight 
with my friend, as the united voice of the Greet and 
Latin fathers. 
| Ther. Who-are they ? | 
Aſp. Our venerable reformers. The homilies com- 
4; ® WL vW.20. ',;  ' + 23a la9. 
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poſed by thoſe excellent div ines, are as expreſs to my 
— as they are unexceptionable in their evidence. 
This is their language: — “ The true underſtanding of 
this doctrine, — on be juſtified freely by faith without 
60 works, is not, that this our act te believe, or this our, 
« faith in CHR IST, doth juſtify us: for that were 
to count ourſelves to be juſtified by ſome act or 
virtue that js wethin ourſelves. But the true mean- 
« ing thereof i is, that although we hear GOD's word, 
and believe it; although we have hope and faith, 
e charity and repentance, and do never ſo man 
« good works : yet we muſt renounce the merit of 
“ our virtues and good deeds, as things that be far 
too weak and inſufficient, to deſerve remiſſion of fin, 
and our juſtification. We mutt truſt only in GOD's 
“ mercy, and that ſacrifice which our High Prieſt and 
- I © Saviour FESUS CHRIST, the SON of GOD, 
n offered for us upon the croſs.” 
Y The homily ſubjoins a very appoſite illuſtration ; 
f 


k 


— may conclude our diſcourſe with pro- 
hn , although he were never ſo virtuous 
8 7 Sf * * 


in the matter of vin 

ny [<< _ dat par <de- ple from him, and gent 
4 chem unto CHR“ T, ſaying thus unto them, 
tl I <« Behold! yonder i» e LAMB of GOD, which taketh 


id, * aw | the fins of the world : even fo, as great and as 
ke OO faith is, yet it putteth ur 
TS, and remitteth us unto CHRIST, for to 
ace “ 22 y by him remiffion of fins or juſtification. 80 
0 8 ah in CHRIST, as it were, ſaith un- 
ers, 8 e to in a ur fins, 
554 ſend 
8 
l 


Ther. If there he any tolerable ſenſe A the ation 


oſed - See the ſecond part of the Hamily on ſalvatiap. 
| Aa'2 | under 
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under debate, I think, it muſt be underſtood as fol- 
lows—ZHRIST's pertormance of the law of his 
mediation, or, in other words, his unſinning obe- 
dience to the moral law, and the ſpotleſs ſacrifice of 
himſelt to the vindictive juſtice of GOD; theſe are 
the only valuable conſideration, on account of which 
the gracious G OD reſtores guilty creatures to a ſtate 
of acceptance with his divine MAJESTY. 
Asp. lam far from denying your propolition, I re- 
2 in the propriety of my Theron's tentiments. May 
is faith, which is thus far advanced, be carried on 
by grace, till it is completed in glory |— That unſin- 
ning obedience, and that ſpotlels ſacrifice, are indeed 
the only valuable, they are alſo the fu, or rather the 
enfinitely valuable conſideration, which has fully merit- 
ed for us the remiſlion of ſins, and the enjoyment of 
life; and this not only from the gracious, but even 
from the i, the faithful, the righteous G O D. 
But then, they muſt be imputed, in o1der to furniſh 
us with a claim, and inveſt us with a right, to the 
purchaſed privileges. —Suppoſe them not imputed ; 
and what becomes of our intereſt in them? They are 
like a medicine prepared, but not applied. Suppoſe 
them imputed ; and they lay a firm, an apparent, a ra- 
tional foundation, for every pleaſing hope, and for e- 
vey heavenly bleſſing. | | 
her. I fear, I have acknowledged too much, —My 
thoughts fluctuate. My mind is unſettled. —1 would 
not withſtand the truth. i would not diſbelieve any doc- 
trine of the-goſpel. Yet—what ſhall I ay? Whilc1 
lillen to your reaſoning, I am half a convert. When} 
recollet} the objections, I revert to my firſt opinion. 
Of this, however, I am convinced, That human 
righteouſneſs is inſufficient for our juſtification. Here 
mow arguments have carried their point. I ſhall hence- 
orth place my hopes of everlaſting happineſs, not up- 
on any works of my own, but upon the free good- 
neſs, and unbounded beneficence, of the Mo” 1 
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ING; purſuant to that maxim of ſcripture, The gift 
if GOD is eternal life. 

Aſp. You do right, Theron, to expect eternal life as 
the gift of GOD, not as the wages of your own obe- 
diential ſervice; But be pleaſed to remember, that all 
the gifts of grace, though perfectly free to ſinners, 
are founded upon a grand and ineſtimable price, paid 
by their SA VIOUR.—aAre they entirely abiolved 
from guilt ? It is becauſe CH AIST gave his life for 
their ranſom.— Are they heard with acceptance when 


they pray ? It is becauſe their exalted HIGH PRIEST 


intercedes in their behalt.—Are they completely juiti- 
lied, and inſtated in endleſs bliſs? It is becaute their 
REDEEMER's conſummate obedience, is the glo- 
rious equivalent for this and every other blefting.— 
Therefore, when. you mention eternal life as the gift 
of G0 D, you ſhould not forget to add with the holy 
apoſtle, through FESUS CHRIST LORD. 
Well, my Theron; what ſay you farther ? 
Is your quiver emptied? are your ſcraples ſatisfied ? 
May I interpret this ſilence, as an act of aſſent? 

her. Oblerve, how the ranwnculuſes, on yonder gay 
parterre, have contracted their ſpreading tutts, and 
the tulips have cloſed their expanded cups; While all 
the neighbouring flowers have ſhut their ivory doors, 
or drawn their velvet curtains.—Such is the ſtate of 
my thoughts. They are all bent inwards; collected in 
themſelves; and pondering upon your diſcourfe. Which 
has inclined me, before 1 was aware, to contemplate, 
rather than talk. —You will excuſe my thoughtfulnets, 
Aſpafio. Or; it it wants an apology, you muſt blame 
yourſelf, For, had your reaſons been leſs cogent, my 
attention had been more diſengaged. 

Aſp. My dear Theron, 1 thall only wiſh, in alluſion 
to your own ſimile, and in the language of the beſt of 
books, that theſe truths may di/#i/ as the dew 4 upon 
your mind, and Jie all night upon your branches }. This, 

* Rom, vi. 20. nn” xxxii. 2, Job Aix. 19 
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am perſuaded, is the only way to have all your com- 
forts green before the ſan, and aſl your virtues fleuriſb 
as an herb. Whereas, under the influence of any 
other faith, 1 am afraid, they will be as the garden 
that is viſited with a drought, or as the leaves that 
are ſmitten with a blaſt. 

Ther. I ſhall attentively conſider, both your doctrine, 
and your arguments. Which that I execute, with 
more eaſe, and to better purpoſe, be ed to /um up, 
in a few words, the ſubſtance of what has paſſed. — 
This done, it will be time to withdraw. . The flowers, 
you ſee, are our monitors. They have folded up their 
robes, and veiled their beauties. A cuſtom which 

they ſeldom uſe, till the ring damps render it unſafe 
for their maſter to be among them; and the ſurround- 
ing gloom renders it difficult for his eye to diſtinguiſh 
them. | 

þ. You could not oblige me more, than by giving 
Bs a command.— We truſt for [& 

Not on our own external duties. This were to build 
our houſe upon the ſand ; which, when the rains de- 
ſcend, when the torrents pour, when the winds blow 
with tempeſtuous violence, will certainly fall; and 
bury the builder, with all his vain hopes, in irretrie- 

vable ruin. 

Not on the fincerity of our hearts, This, if oppo- 
ſed to CHRIST, and made the rival of his ments, 
will be a © deſpiſed broken idol.” Deſpiſed by the 
infinitely fablime and A RULER of the world. 
Broken, with to the ſtreſs we lay, or the confi- 
dence we on ſo deceitful a prop. No more 
able to ſtand in the judgment of the great day, than 
Dagon was able to maintain his ſtation, before the ark 
of the LORD G OD of hoſts *. 

Not upon our faith. This is often weak, as the 
nckety child; ſometimes quite faint, like the perſon 
in a deep ſwoon; always imperfect, like every 
: * 1 Sam. v. 3. 4. 1 
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performance of ours. Alas! to what affliting fears, 
to what grievous deſpondency ſhould I, for my part 
be perpetually hable, if my own faith was the groun 
of my juſtification ? Bleſſed be the FATHER of 
mercies : we have a ſurer ſupport. Not upon faith, not 
upon faith, but upon its gracious AUTHOR, and glo- 
rious OBJECT, is the hope of //-ae/ founded. Yet 

Not upon our LORD's righteouſneſs confidered 
only as paſſive; but upon his a&:ve and paſſive obedi- 
ence united: all that he did, in conformity to the 
commands of the law, and all that he /ufered in ſub- 
miſſion to its penalty. Both which, immenſely digni- 
fied by his divine nature, are a baſis for our faith, 
which nothing can ſhake ; are a foundation for our 
affiance, which can never be removed.—Nothing elle, 
in any creature, or in all worlds, could expiate the 
leaf in. This not only expiates all fin, but gives a 
title to every bleſſing ;—to the * of grace, and 
of glory 3 of evangelical holineſs, and everlaſting hap- 
pineſs. 


nns 8888838 
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Aſp. I Have often purpoſed, and as often forgot, to 
aſk my Theron, —what picture he was ſo at- 
tentively ſurveying, when I ſtole ynperceived upon 
tim, in-this favourite arbour *, 
Ther. 1 was indulging a penſive pleaſure, in viewing 
the ruins, and contemplating the fate of Babylon,— 


that renowned and opulent city! once the reſidence 


of the Aſſyrian monarchs, and capital of one of the 
greateſt empires in the world. The draught I held in 
my hand, repreſented ſome of its remains. And in- 
deed this was the very laſt ſubject which employed my 


thoughts. In the morning, my ſon brought me his 


. * See Dialogue V. 
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obſervations upon the ſcene, which I have juſt now 
been reviſing. 

For I frequently ſet him to exerciſe his judgment, 
or diſplay his fancy, on remarkable paſſages which oc- 
cur in hiſtory.—He was lately commiſſioned to deter- 
mine a controverſy between the illuſtiious Leonidas, 
and the lefs celebrated Pedaretus, This was the point 
in debate, Which of them diſcovered the true/? gene- 
roſity of ſpirit, and the moſt heroic love of their country:? 
The former, who willingly ſacrificed” his lite in its de- 
fence ? or the latter, who, when he was candidate for, 
a ſeat among the three hundred, and Joſt his election, 
inſtead of being chagrined or diffatisfied, went home 
unfeignedly rejoicing, © that there were found in Spar- 
ta three hundred men more worthy than himſelf ?”? 
— The taſk of this day was, to give a deſcriptive picture 
of thoſe wonderful ruins. Sp 

Aſp. Pray let me have the pleaſure of hearing the 
young gentleman's performance. 
Ther. It will be too long, and too puerile ; tire your 
tience, and offend your taſte. | 
. . Aſp. I don't uſe to make either of theſe complaints, 
when I am entertained with Theron's compoſitions. 
And, as the ſon has fo much of his father's genius, 1 
am not at all apprehenſive of any ſuch diſappointment. 
—We have a moſt agreeable ſituation, and more than 
an hour's leiſure. I muſt therefore repeat my requeſt. 
Ther. Tis true, | have retouched the ſketch ; which 
may render it ſomewhat more tolerable. And ſince 
you perſiſt in your demand, I will read the paper.— 
Only deſiring ſome allowance for a little /uxuriancy of 
imagination ; which, in young writers, it may be ad- 
viſcable to indulge, rather than repreſs; as age and 
judgment will, probably, come with the pruning- 
| Knife, and make the proper retrenchments.—I mutt 
farther obſerve, that, contrary to the cuſtom which 
prevails in our ſchools, I generally chuſe to have him 
expreſs his ſentiments in Engliſh : becauſe it is in this 
| $5... language 
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language he muſt communicate his own, and become 
acquainted with the ideas of others: becauſe to ac- 
quire ſome good degree of propriety and fluency in 
this his native tongue, will be incomparably more ſer- 
viceable, than to ſpeak Latin with the Terentian ele-. 


gance, or to write it with the Ciceronian copiouſneſs. 


Is this Babylon? the glory of kingdoms! the beau- 
ty of the Chaldean excellency ! 


Where once the gorgeous eaſt, with richeſt danke 
Shower'd on her kings barbaric pearl and gold. 


How is ſhe fallen! fallen from the height of magni- 
ficence, into the abyſs of confuſion! What was once 
the object of univerſal admiration, is now a ſpectacle 
of aſtoniſhment and horror, 

The palace, where Majeſty fat enthroned like ſome 
terreſtrial deity, is a heap of rubbiſh ; no longer diſ- 
tinguiſhed by an air of ſuperior ele nce, but by 
Kronger and more melancholy marks * departed dig- 
nity *.—Where the nobles "of that ſumptuous court 
trailed along the marble pavements their robes of 
purple and embroidery, there the creſted ſnake hiſſes, 
or the fierce envenomed adder glides, 

How changed is the hoſpitable hall, and how diſ- 

ed the recom of ſtate The firſt afforded a con- 

nt and cordial reception to the welcome gueſts ; in 

the laſt, the great king gave audience to his cringing, 
his adoring vaſſals. Now thorns over- run the circum- 
ference, and . defſolation fits in the threſhold of them 

* both.” Where are the roofs of ivory, painted with 
vermilion, and adorned with ſculpture? the radiant 


77 Benjamin, a Jew, of Tudela, in his 7tinerary, written about 
the year of our LORD 1170, tells us,—** That he was up- 
on the place where this city formerly ſtood, and found ir 
'* wholly deſolated and deſtroyed. Only ſome ruins of Nebu- 
$6 EY palace were ſtill remaining; but men were a» 
* fraid to go near them, by reaſon of the —_ ſerpents and 
15 Forpiaas, that were then in the place,” ; 

roofs, 
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roofs, whoſe lamps of burniſhed ſilver, in 
many a blazing row, yielded light as from another 
iky? Swept from their foundations, they lie clotted 
with defiling dirt, or claſped with tangling briers.— 
Mzujic no longer pours her harmony, through the ſpa- 
clous and extended apartment; but the night-owl. 
neſting in ſome cleft of the ruins, ſcreams her harih 
and portentous diſſonance. Foy no longer leads up 
the ſprightly dance, amidſt the luſtre of that artificial 
day ; but the —_—_ bat flits in ſilent circles, or flaps 
her ſooty wings. thoſe gay delights, —let the jons 
of ſenſuality hear the tale, and take warning from the 
cataſtrophe ! all thoſe gay delights are extinguiſhed, 
like one of their feebleſt tapers, which, having illumi- 
nated for a while the feſtive aſſembly, ſhone itſelf to 
the edges of the exhauſted ſocket, and in a moment 
flaſhed into ſtench and darkneſs. 

The walls, though cemented with bitumen *, and 
conſolidated into the firmneſs of a flint, are become 
like the broken bubble. There was a time, when the 
inhabitants, confiding in the ſtrength of their bul- 
warks, and the multitude of their towers, looked 
down with fearleſs diſdain on the army of beſiegers. 
But now the prophet's threatening 1s moſt terribly ful- 
filled : The fortreſs of the high fort of thy walls hath 
HE brought down, laid low, and brought to the ground, 
even to the duſt f.— Where are the gates, the grand 


The walls were built of brick, and cemented with a glutt- 
nous kind of flime, which binds more firmly than any mortar, 
and ſoon grows harder than the bricks or ſtones themſelves — 
Theſe fortifications were, according to the account gi 

Heredotus, in breadth eighty-ſeven feet, in height three hundred 
and fifty feet, and reckoned to be abſolutely impregnable: in- 
ſomuch that the inhabitants, when beſieged by Cyrus, inſulted 
him from the walls, and laughed at his attempt, as a vain im- 
practicable project, 0. & re ινẽj lab rw m . NENOPH, 


Anſt. Cyr. lib. VII. 
+ If, xxv. 12, 
and 
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and glittering gates *, which admitted the triumph- 
ant hoſts, or poured forth their numerous legions a- 
gainſt the day of battle? Not one trace remains, to 
tell the inquiſitive ſtranger, 4 Here the ſpacious ave- 


s nues opened; Here the maſly portals roſe.” Com- 


modious walks, in which the cluſtering merchants 
raiſed the buſy hum, and planned the ſchemes of com- 
merce; ample ſtreets, in which Induſtry drove the 
toiling car, or ſmote the ſounding anvil ; are ſhrouded 
with matted graſs, or buried beneath the rankeſt 
weeds. Silence, in both places, a ſullen filence reigns; 
and inactivity, a death-like inactivity, ſlumbers. 
What is become of thoſe hanging-gardens, which, 
for curious contrivance and ſtupendous workmanſhip, 
were never equalled in any nation under heaven ? 
Terraces, that overlooked the talleſt houſes | Parterres, 
exalted to the clouds, and opening their flowery beau- 
ties in that ſtrange region! Groves, whoſe very roots 
were higher than the tops of the loftieſt trees . They 
are now ſmitten by a dreadful blaſt. Their beauty 
is decayed, like a withered leaf. Their very being is 
gone, like the chaff of the ſummer threſhing-floors ; 
which the wind carrieth away, and its place is no 
where found f. What was once the favourite retreat 
of a queen, and the admiration of the whole world, 
is now a neſt for poiſonous reptiles, and a kennel for 
ravenous beaſts. —The traveller, inſtead of expatiating 
with delight, where this penſtle paradiſe flouriſhed, is 
ſtruck with horror ; keeps at a trembling diſtance ; 


There were no leſs than an hundred gates, all of /elid 
braſs. Hence it is, that when JEH OVA H promiſes to 
make Cyrus maſter of Babylon, he ſpeaks in this very remark- 
able and particularizing manner, I will break in pieces before 
hee the gates of braſs, If, xlv. 2. | 

+ Penſiles hyrti ſunt, ſummam murorum altitudinem aquantes, 
multarumgque arlorum umbra et proceritate amani, 


; Cox. lib. V. 
t Dan. ji. 35. 
g | and, 
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and, ſurveying the rueful ſpot, cries out, Righteous 
art thou, O LORD, and true are thy judgments / 
Here ſtands an obeliſt, maimed by the ſtroke of re- 
volving years, like a mountain-oak' ſhattered by the 
flaming bolt. Another, all unhinged and quite diſ- 
Jointed, ſeems to tremble before every blaſt that blows. 
— There the pyramid *, firm as the folid rock, and 
ftable, one would have thought, as the everlaſting 
kills, wrenched from its mighty baſe, is tumbled head- 
long in enormous ruin, and has cruſhed many a ſtruc- 
ture by its fall. —See yonder the triumphal arch, which 
exhibited, through its extenſive and beautiful bend, 
an advantageous view of the firmament. It was, 
once, the graceful memorial of ſome celebrated vic- 
tory ; it is now converted into a trophy of a very dif- 
ferent kind. Juft retaining two uneven, battered, 
_ ragged ſtumps, it ſerves to recognize the deſtructive 
ravages of time.—Sprres, that pierced the clouds, and 
ſhot into the ſkies, are levelled with the trodden ſoil. 
On pinnacles, to which the ſtrong-winged bird could 
hardly ſoar, the grovelling worm crawls, and the ſor- 
did ſnail leaves her ſimy track. Bat hi, that contain- 
ed the tranſlucent wave, and were ſo often perfumed 
with odoriferous unguents, are choked with filth ; 
the grand colonnade, that furrounded them, is thivered 
to pieces, and the elevated dome, that covered them, 
is daſhed to the ground. —The public aquedudts, which 
conveyed cleanlineſs and health along their cryſtal cur- 
rents, are degenerated into a ſtagnating lake; while 
croking vermine ſwarm among the weeds, and noi- 
ſome exhalations ſteam from the mire. | 
Auguſt and ſtately temples, that ſeemed to affect the 


® S$trabo calls the temple of Belus a pyramid, lib. XV. But 
if the critics in hiſtory ſhould queſtion or deny the exiſtence 
of pyramids among the Habylanians, for this and other liberties 
uſed by our young declaimer, Horace ſhall make an apology: 
_ Piftoribus atque poetis 4 
Nuidlibet audendi ſemper ſuit aqua pitefias. 
neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood of heaven , are ſunk to the very duſt. 
—Who can point the ſpot, where the conſecrated vic- 
tim bled, or the ſacred fire glowed? where. the ſcep- 
tred image lifted its majeſtic head, or the venerating 
crouds bowed the ſupplant knee +! Degraded are 
thoſe ſplendid vanities, and caſt (according to the de- 
nunciation of the ſacred oracles) to the bats and to the 
moles 1. All is low; low as the ſpurious dignity of 
the idols they complimented ; low as the ſtraw that 1s 
trodden down for the dung hill f 

Sepulc hres, the once venerable repolitories of the 
dead, awful manſions, deſtined to everlaſting conceal- 
ment, are cleft and rent aſunder. They diſcloſe the 
| horrid ſecrets ot the pit, and frightfully yawn upon the 
blaſted day. Poſlibly ſome ravenous creature lurks 
within, that has already rifled the tomb of its hero 

ven the putrid bones a new grave; and waits only 
fer the approach of night, to repeat his funeral dirge 
in yells.—/»/criptions, deligned to perpetuate ſome illu- 
ſtrious character, or eternize ſome heroic deed, are 
blended in the promiſcuous maſs. In vain would the 
prying antiquary ſearch for a legible or conſiſtent ſen- 


* A tower in the temple of Belus, and dedicated to his wor- 
ſhip, was moſt amazingly high. It conſiſted of eight piles 
of building, ere&ed one above another. It aroſe to the 
ele vation of fix hundred feet perpendicular; and is thought, 
by the learned Bochart, to have been part of that ſuperb work; 
which w-s begun when the whole carth was of ane language ; 
but miſcarried, or rather was providentially defeated, by the 
con tuſion of tongues. In this ſtructure, there were doubtleſs 
very ſtrong traces of that arrogant boaſt, Let us hui us a city 

and a tower, wheſe top may reach te heaven, Gen. xi. 4. 

1 Alluding to that prodigious inſtance of profufeneſs, of- 
tentation, and idolatrous madneſs, the golden image fet up in 
the plain of Dura: woe height (that is, the height of the 
ſtatue and pedeftal taken together) was threeſcore cubit;, Dan. 
— 2 1. Ses RIDEAUX's Conneftion,” vol. I. p. 95. Sc. p. 567. 

c. 

1 IC. i it. 20. | I. xxv. 10. 
| diere; 
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tence; in vain attempt ta find the memorable names 
of a Nebuchadnezzar or a Nimrod. Theſe, though en- 
graved on plates of braſs, or cut in blocks of marble, 
are loft amidſt the ſtupendous lumber ; as prints on 
the unſteady ſand are effaced, when returning tides 
ſmooth the furrowed beach. 


Here and there a ſtraggling cypreſs riſes, as it were 


with funeral folemnity, amidſt the waſte *. Some- 
what like the black plumes, nodding over the mourn- 
ful hearſe, they augment the ſadneſs of the ſcene, and 
throw a deeper horror on all below.—No human voice 
is heard, nor human face ſeen, amidſt theſe deſolated 
heaps. Too | , even for the roam of hoary her- 
mit, or the cdl gloomy monk. Abandoned they 
are, totally abandoned, to the dominion of ſolitude; 
or elſe to the unmoleſted reſort of ſhaggy monſters, and 


| feathered hags; which ſton the ———— 


theſe, with their importunate ſhrieks, —theſe, with 
their execrable howls. 

See! to what a deſpicable, what an abhorred ate, 
grandear, and 
the moſt coſtly apparatys for earthly felicity, may be 
reduced! A mans and alarming proof, | that for 
laſting honour, or real happineſs, 


They build too low, who build beneath the flier. 


I much approve the choice of your ſub- 
ject. The ruins of Perſepolis would have given us a 
view of magnificence in abaſement. The ruins of 
Palmyra might have ſhewed us elegance in the duſt. 
But the ruins of Babylon diſplay at once, magnificence 
and elegance under an eclipſe, /cripture and revelation 


* Ratrwolf, a Germen traveller, who paſſed that way, in dhe 


of our LORD 1574, ſays, © This country 
E barren, that it _ tilled; and fo 24 441 
* ſhould have doubted, whether the potent Babylon did ſtand 
there, if I had not known it by ſeveral ancient and delicate 
« antiquities, that are ſtill ſtanding hercabout in great deſola- 


tion.“ 
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ry. The utter deſtruction of thiscity, which 
utely unequalled “ in every inſtance of dig- 
nity, and ſeemingly invincible by any enemy, muſt 
certainly have been looked upon as the moſt improbable 


mtheir 
was abſol 


of events, Nevertheleſs its utter deſtruction was de- 


creed by JEHOVAH, and denounced by his pro- 
wy ſeveral ages before the execution took place, 

e awful ence was not only denounced, but re- 
corded, and is ſtill remaining, in the public archives 
of our religion. 

_—_ Where is this ſentence recorded, and remain- 
1 
890 In the prophecy of Iſaiab, and not only re- 
corded, but in the moſt circumſtantial manner, and 
with a minute detail of the horrible deſolations. 
Theſe are the words of the inſpired writer; Ba sy7 Lox, 
the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees excellen- 

" Ball be a, when GOD overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, 
t ſball never be inhabited ; neither ſhall it be dwelt in 

generation to generation: neither /hall the Arabian 
pitch tent there; neither ſhall the ſhepherds mate their fold 
there. But wild beaſts of the deſert ſhall lie there, and 
their houſes ſhall be full of doleful creatures, and owls 


ſhall dwell there, and ſatyrs ſhall dance there. And the 


wild beaſts of the iflands ſhall cry in their deſolate houſes, 
and dragons in their pleaſant palaces &. 45.48 

In the two firſt ſentences, is comprized the moſt 
finiſhed picture of proſperity and grandeur. The glory 
of kingdoms ; beyond every other royal ſeat, ſpacious, 
ornamented, and wealthy ; revered by many conquer» 
ed and tributary dominions, as their miſtreſs, and 
their ſovereign. —The beauty of the Chaldees excellency : 


* U d—repreſented therefore by the golden head, in 
| zar's prophetic dream, and emblematic image, 
Dan. ii, 38. and deſcribed by an ancient author, as cmniun 
quas unguam [ol aſpexit urbium maxima, PAusaN. in Arcad, 

| 1 II. xii. 19. 20. 21. 22. + . 
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the Cha 7-ans, who excelled all the nations of the 
earth in riches, in ſplendor, and in power, even. the 
oried in this wonderful city. This was the higheſt 
onour of the molt illuſtrious, and chief &rength of 
the moit victorious people; faireſt, where all was con- 
ſpicuouſly fair ; nobleſt, where all was ſupereminent- 
ly noble.—Yet this diſtinguiſhed, this crowning city, 
hall, at the blaſting of the breath of JEH OV AH, 
be totally, totally deſtroyed, even as when G O D over- 
threw Sodom and Gomorrah. | 1 400 
In deſcribing the overthrow, the prophet is equally 
admirable; and riſes, by a moſt judicious gradation, 
into all the pomp of horror. g. d. Now, indeed, 
« it is thronged with citizens; but the hour is co: lf ; 
ming, when it ſhall be entirely depopulated, and not If ; 
* ſo much as à ſingle inhabitant left —Leſt you 
„ ſhould think, that in proceſs of time it may be re- 
<« edified, and again abound with joyful multitudes, Nr 
« it ſhall never be inhabited more; no, never. be dwelt F 
C 
d 


D « in any more, from generation to generation; but ſhall 
continue a diſmal waſte, through all ſucceeding a- 
ges. A waſte ſo diſmal, that none of the neighbour- 
« ing ſhepherds ſhall make their fold, or find 10 much IF ., 
1 | as an occaſional ſhelter for their locks, where kings, . 
| « grandees, and crouds of affluent citizens, repoſcd I « 
4 * themſelves in profound tranquillity. . Even the rude Þ © 
“ and roving Arabian ſhall not venture to prich'his | 
« tent, nor be able to procure for himſelf the poor ac- 
& commodation of a night's lodging, where millions 
4c of polite people baſked in the ſunſhine of profuſe 
4 profperity.—In ſhort, it ſhall neither be +avitable, 
« nor acceſſible; but a dwelling-place for dragens,; an 
& aſtoniſhment and a hijſing +. What was once the 
« golden city t, and the metropolis of the world, ſhall 
cc be an everlaſting ſcene of deſolation and horror; 
« a fearful monument of. divine vengeance, and an 
« awful admonition to human pride. 
11 F@. Jer. 37; . 2 4 Shak. 4- 


All 
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All this is foretold in ſcripture; and, though to 
human appearance impoſſible, though to human ap- 
prehenſion incredible, was, in the appointed time, 
moſt minutely accompliſhed. The memorials and 
evidences of the accompliſhment remain to this v 
day *. They are fo authentic, that the moſt inquiſi- 
tive curioſity cannot doubt; and fo inconteſtable, that 
che moſt bigotted incredulity will not deny. And 
4 ſhould not this teach us, to reverence the authority, to 
admire the wiſdom, and confide in the promiſes, of that 
heavenly volume ? 


6 I know, you are not fond of compliments, Theron. 
„Therefore, inſtead of ſpeaking my opinion of your 
*. fon's performance, I will endeavour to return your 
* WF favour.—You have entertained me with an account 
V IF of the moſt memorable ruins extant in the material 
world. Let me preſent my friend with a picture of 
„mins, no leſs remarkable, far more deplorable, and un- 
it Il ſpeakably infereſling to us all. I ſhall give it, in the 
ll WF colouring of a great maſter ; whoſe works, this very 
a day, I happened to be peruſing. 


* * It is ſaid, by a very learned author, Babylonem uſque es 
ch concidiſſe, ut oY cum fiducia illius lacum amplius demonſtrare 
„eat. i. e. Babylon is now ſo totally deſtroyed, that the 
ed I © moſt ſkilful geographers cannot, with certainty, determine 
* the place on which it ſtood.” | ; 

Should any of my readers prefer this account, I ſhall nci- 
ther litigate the point, nor be anxious for the conſequence. 
It may indeed rank Eugenio's compoſition among the works of 
tancy. But it will realize Aſpaſio's aſſertion, and corroborate / 
his argument, If we find no memorials of the city, we have 
the moſt evident verification, and the fulleff accompliſhment, 
of the prophecy. | 

If this be the caſe, it gives an amazing emphaſis to that juſt, 
but terrible decree,” iſſued from the ſupreme tribunal ; I will 
weep it with the beſom of deftruftion, ſaith the LORD of hofts. 
* I will not only lay it in ruins, but extirpate it from the earth. 
? * efface the very footſteps of its exiſtence; and not leave 
ſo much as a fra or a trace of the magni but 
* wicked 420 l. OIL. air, 23- * "ak 
A Vor. II. No 10. B b The 
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The paſlage diſplays a doctrine of the utmoſt im- 
portance in The Chriſtian ſcheme; and b by one of the 
fineſt pieces of imagery, to be met with in clegant 
writing. I think, it may be looked upon as a practi- 
cal improvement of Eugenio's declamation. It pleaſed 
me ſo much, that I tanſcribed it ; and I make no — 
1 for Texting ding it, becauſe I ſhall expe&t y 
IO y let me hint, that it conſiders — = 
—— ſoul, as nally an habitation of G OD 
the SPIRIT; and 7 {peaking of its fallen on. 
dition, proceeds. 
« That he hath withdrawn himſelf, and left this his 
4 temple deſolate, we have many fad and plain proofs 
« before us. The fately ruins are viſible to every 
eye, that bear in their front (yet extant) this dole- 
4 ful inſcription; HERE GOD ONCE pweEerLryT. 
& Enough appears of the admirable frame and ſtruc- 
ture of the ſoul of man, to ſhew the divine preſence 
did ſometime reſide in it; more than enough of vi. 
tious deformity, to proclaim he is now retired and 
« gone. The lamps are extinct, the altar overturned ; 
« the /ight and love are now vaniſhed, which did the 
one with fo heavenly brightneds; the other 
burn with ſo pious fervour. The golden candleftick 
is diſplaced, and thrown away as an uſeleſs thing, 
6 to make room for the throne of the prince of dark 
2 The ſacred reals which ſent rolling up in 
« c 1 rfumes, is exchan gn 
% ous helliſh wt Up ; and here is, inſtead of 72 
'« ſavour, @ ſtench. The comely order of this hauſe 
1 — turned all inte 9 A the beauties of holineſs 
into noiſome impurities; houſe ayer to a den 0 
6 x oh and car of the 2 hs 8 — bon 
« kind ; for every 4ſt is à thief, and every theft is. ſa. 
6 crilege. Cantinual rapine and robbery is committed 
<« upon baly things. noble powers, which were 
<. defigned and dedicated to divine contemplation and 
«. delight, are alienated-to the fervice of the moſt de- 
_ ſpicas!: 


C 4a 
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« ſpicable idols, and employed unto the vileſt intui- 
tions and embraces ; to behold and admire /ying va- 
nilies, to indulge and cheriſh Juſt and wickedneſs. 
* There is not now a ſyſtem, an entire table of co- 
«* berent truths to be found, or a frame of þolineſs, but 
% {ome ſhivered parcels. How many attempts have 
* been made, fneg that fearful fall and ruin of this 
«+ fabric, to compoſe again the truths of ſo many ſe- 
« veral kinds into their diſtin orders, and make up 


frames of ſciencę or uſeful knowledge! and after ſo 


„many ages, nothing is finiſhed in any kind. Some- 
times tryths arg miſplaced, and what belongs to one 
find, is txansferrgd to gnether, where jt will not fit- 
iy match; ſometimes falſehood inſerted, which ſhat- 
* ters or diſturbs the whole frame. And what with 
* much fryitlefs pains is done by one hang, is dathed 
in pieces by another; and it is the work of a _follows- 
* ing age to ſweep away the fine-ſpun cobwebs of a 
« former. And thoſe truths which are of greateſt uſe, 
are leaſt regarded; their tendency and delign are 
« gyerlookeg, or they are ſo looſened and torn o 
that they cannot he wrought in, ſo as to take hol 
2 11 4 ul oy N FE Jong hy de notions, 
„that ſignify nothing. Its very fundamenta ers 
are ſhaken and digjointed, and their order 45 
e one another confounded and broken, So that what 
is Judged canſiderable, is not conſidered 5; what is re- 
* commended as eligible and lovely, is not loved and 
« choſen, Yea, the truth which is after godlineſs, is 
not ſo much die nsd, 35 hated, held in unrighteciſ- 
«* neſs ; and ſhines as too fechle 2 gh in that malig- 
„ nant darkneſs, which comprehends it not. You come, 
« amidſt all this confuſion, as into the ruined palace 
of ſome great prince, in which vou ſee here the frag- 
ments of a noble pillar, there the ſhattered pieces 
« of ſome curious imagery ; and all Ing t ected 
« and uſeleſs amongſt _ of dirt. He that invites 
Ce 
B 


you to take à view of the ſoul of man, gives. you 
has _ 5 Fg en 
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ce but ſuch another proſpect, and doth but ſay to you, 
* Behold the dejolation, all things rude and waſte. So 
that ſhould there be any pretence to the divine pre- 
& ſence, it might be ſaid, If GOD be here, why is it 
« thus? The faded glory, the darkneſs, the diforder, 
e the impurity, the decayed ſtate in all reſpects of this 
« temple, too plainly ſhew, The GREAT INHA4- 
« BITANT i gone R.“ | 


Ther. Your painter, I muſt own, is a maſter in his 
profeflion ; and ſeems to have a peculiar talent for a 
night-prece—But why, I beſeech you, ſo much of his 
{ſhades and folemnity? Has he no colours, but the 
dark? no lineaments, but the ſour? Could he not 
allow us one bright tint, one ſmiling feature, when 
he was 8 5 e nobleſt being in this ſublunary 
world ?—Is it for the honour of the t CREATOR, 
to give ſuch a deformed draught of his moſt finiſhed 
workmanſhip ? | | 

Aſp. at reflects no kind of diſhonour upon the archi- 
tet of Babylon, that its palaces are fallen, its edifices 
demoliſhed, and its s levelled with the ground. 
They might have been built with the exacteſt ſymme- 
try, and once embelliſhed with 17 grac orna- 
ment, notwithſtanding the ſtroke of violence, or the 
fap of years, have now reduced them to heaps of rub- 
biſh.— The human ſoul, when recent from the inſpi- 
ration of the ALMIGHTY, was bright with know- 
ledge, amiable with virtue, and in every reſpect ex- 
cellent. But how—to [peak in the language of the 
mourning prophet, a language never more inent 
than on the preſent occaſion, —howo i the gold become 

dim! hows the mf fine gold changed | 
Der. Man's ſoul is rational and eternal; is the off- 
ſpring of the DEI TY, and capable of reſembling its 
MAKER. | | 


. See Mr Howe's treatiſe, entitled, 7he living temple. 


Aſp. 
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Aſp. What Milton allows to the fallen archangel, I 
can readily allow to fallen man : | 


— —He had not loſt 
All his original brightneſs. 


The grand and diſtinguiſhing faculties of the ſoul re- 
main. Juſt as, when a fountain is poiſoned, the wa- 
ters continue to flow ; but flow no longer with health, 
flow rather with death in the ſtream. Theſe very fa- 
culties, unleſs renewed and regulated by the influence 
of religion, muſt be our preſent miſery, and will 
prove our everlaſting curſe.— The ſoul,” you ſay, 
« 15 rational, is eternal“ And do not even the devils 
poſleſs the powers of reaſon? Is not their exiſtence 
alſo of an endleſs duration? Yet are they, of all crea- 
tures, the moſt execrable and the moſt miſerable. 

You call the human foul the offspring of the D E1- 
TY. And you call it properly. Muſt we not then 
adopt the prophet's exclamation, © How art thou fallen, 
O Lucifer, ſon of the marning *! How art thou de- 
generated, O man, ſon of the MOST HIGH! 
* 'Thy glorious original ſerves 2 to ſet forth, with 
more glaring evidence, thy deplorable apoſtaſy.“ 

Capable, you add, of reſembling its MAKER. 
This, I acknowledge, is a valuable prerogative. In 
this the infernal ſpirits have no ſhare. But this capa- 
city will always he dormant, will never awaken into 
act, never be eſtabliſhed in habit, unleſs almighty 
GRACE intervene. | 

Ther. The moſt celebrated philoſophers of antiquity, 
frequently exhort their readers to fellow nature, as 2 
certain guide to true excellence, —Many eloquent wri- 
ters of our own country enlarge upon the 2 of 
human nature ; and from this topic derive very forci- 
ble arguments, for a correſpondent dignity both of 
ſentiment and behaviour, Upon what can thoſe prin- 


* 
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ciples of the ancient ſages, and of our later moraliſts, 
be founded ? 

Aſp. Indeed, Theron, I am at a loſs to tell. If they 
have any foundation, it is merely iniaginary ; not laid 
in truth, nor a by experience. According to 
my apprehenſion, th ey invert the order of things. 
They take that ber a peulatum, Which ought to be 
ranked among the deſk derata; and make ati Ax lum of 
a mere ſigment. 

Had man continued as he wi created, to act acts 
cording to nature, and accoiding to the jaw of GOD, 
would have been one and the ume thing. For which 
reaſon 9 a1 no precepts of teligion, no _ 
tion | ty ven to 22 in paradiſe. Becauſe 
religion 12 a4 Wera were engraven on his heart; or 
rather, they reſulted. from the very bent and tendency 
1 2 his perfect frame. — But ſince the fall it is quite o- 
Wer. "Have not many of the anclent wortLics been 

living confutations of your opinion? Wiſe philoſophers 

per Fs lawgivers, and ſtead miniſters of jullice! 

eir deſires refined, their affections benevolent, their 
whole conduct upright ? 

Aſp. I cannot, focbenr wondering, that you mould 
inſtance in lawgivers and rhiniſters of juſtice. Since 
the very inſtitution of their office þrzſuppeſes the de. 
pravity of mankind. Was human natute agitated by 
no or vitious inclinations, the barrier of laws 
would be as needleſs in civil ſocieties, as the vaſt banks 
of Holland are needleſs in out upland counties. 
But this, you will fay, is a digrefiive. obſervation. 
Your queſtion | requires a poſitive anſwer. And it is 
eaſy to anſwer, That the painting is beyond the life. 
If my author has been too free With the dart, my 
friend has been too laviſh of the litterin 7 colours. _ 

Thoſe famous men night aim, aps, at the excel- 
len = you deſcribe. Not one ol them came up to the 


Or, fuppoſe they did, this would not invali- 
date my tenet. * Ther. 
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Ther. This not invalidate your tenet! Then de- 
monſtration carries no conviction. = 

Aſp. Pray, who is your greateſt favourite, among 
all the renowned perſons of antiquity? 

Ther. Socrates He ſtands at the head of the claſs ; 
and was, indiſputably, the wiſeſt and the beſt of the 
Heathen world. 

Aſp. I think fo too.—Be pleaſed, however, to re- 
collect the ſtory of the phy/ceozromſt, who pretended to 
diſcover the diſpoſition of the mind by the caſt of the 
countenance. The profeſſor of this occult ſcience un- 
dertook, you know, to exerciſe his {kill upon Socrates ; 
and pronounced him, after an examination of his fea- 
tures, laſcivious, paſſionate, and moroſe.— This judg- 
ment, fo extravagantly wide of the truth, was bring- 
ing a ſtorm of ridicule and reſentment upon the 
fortune-teller. When the ingenuous philoſopher in- 
terpoſed, and owned the deſeription to be exactly true, 
That /uth was his natural temper; and if his conver- 
fation had been of a different turn, it was owing to 
the aids of philoſophy.—So that, even in your moſt 
finiſhed * character, there was no innate dighity. All 
was adventitions. Ther. 


Though I love and admire the character of Sotrates, yet 
I cannot approve the whole of his conduct. One thing which 
gives me particular offence is, the habitual practice of fearing, 
which occurs in all his conferences with his pupils; E rw am, 
Ns a, or ſome ſuch appeal to the DEITY, is uſed, not only 
in every diſcourſe, but almoſt in every page; and that upon the 
moſt unneceſſary occaſions.— I have often wondered, that fo 
polite a writer as Xenophon ſhould admit this flagrant impropriety . 
into his dialogues. Which, beſides its irreligiaus air, is ſomewhat 
like the 1 repetita ; and recurs, and returs, and recurs, till 
it is really tireſome But much more I wonder, that his excel - 
lent maſter ſhould ſuffer the ſanction of ati dath to become 
ſo trivial, and the honour of his Fupiter fo cheap. | 

This proves the deplorable blindneſs of human reaſon; which 
could miſtake ſo notorious a profanation of the divine name, 
for a genteel embelliſhment of ſpeech ;—it ſhews us, likewiſe, 
our extreme need of that revealed law, which, among other 

| B b 4 refined 
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Wer. If corruption was derived unto all men from 
their forefather Adam, methinks all ſhould be equally 
corrupt. But this is contrary to known fact. Some 
we ſee naturally loving and lovely, gentle in their 
manners, and ſubject to no inordinate appetites. 

Aſp. Some perſons may be of more compe/ed, or, if 
ou pleaſe, of /e/s difſolute manners, than the genera- 
ty of other people. Thanks to a better temperature 
of their conſtitution, or a :nore watchful care in their 
education. But ſhew me the unregenerate man, who 
. 1s ſubject to c inordinate appetites. One vile aſſection 
may check another, or a tenſe of decency may hold 
the curb upon all. But it is one thing, to have the 
wild beaſt in the heart chained; another, to have him 
expelled, or the lion transformed into a lamb. 

Ther. Have we not often obſerved heroic courage, 
and a generolity of ſpirit, where the education has 
been none of the ſtricteſt? 'To what can we aſcribe 
theſe laudable qualities, but to the innate virtue and 
nobleneſs of the temper, working without any auxili- 


ſuccours? 


Ap. Virtue, Theron, is a complete aſſemblage, not 
ſome d:5jointed ſhreds, of laudable qualities. Thoſe you 
mention, if not accompanied with the whole circle of 
amiable accompliſhments, are no more to be called 
virtue, than two or three ſcattered fragments of an 
edifice, are to be honoured with the appellation of 
an houſe.—How often are thoſe very-perions, with all 
their fortitude, flaves to ignoble pleaſures, or in bon- 
dage to the baſeſt laſts? A moſt infallible indication, 
that they have no uniform generolity, nor any real cou- 
rage. Deſire of fame may prompt to many ſuch acts, 
as dazzle the ſuperficial eye; which yet are far, very 
far from _ virtue. | 

Ther. you then attribute the Grec:an politeneſs, 
refined precepts, unknown to the religion of nature, injoins, 
Above all things, ſwear not ;—and, Thou ſhalt not take the name 
of the LORD thy COD in vain. 
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and the high Roman ſpirit, all the nt-achons of 
their «us, and 2 to a deine uf ke; 3 

Aſp. There is reaſon to ſuſpect, that they derived 
their origin from ſome improper motive. And no mo- 
tive was more artfully inſtilled, or more aſſiduouſly 
cheriſhed, than the ſpirit of ambition. View their 
crowns, their ſtatues, their triumphal ſolemnities. 
Read their orators, their hiſtorians, their poets.— 
—The former were the ſchool, the latter were the 
maſters, to inculcate this grand leſſon.  _ 

Let us conſider the Romans a little more attentively ; 
and not amiditthedregsof their community, but in their 
very beſt ages; when their republic ſubſiſted, and their 
Scipias flouriſhed. Many great and ſhining deeds were 
undoubtedly ee! But did they ſpring from a 
reverential regard to the Supreme BEING ; from obe- 
dience to his will, or zeal for his honour ? 

If this principle ſhould be thought too refined, did 
they proceed from a love to their felloto- creatures! lu 
caſe neither of theſe motives * actuated their con- 
duct, it can never be placed to the account of virtue. 
Had benevolence been their leading principle, why 
ſuch inhumanity to Carthage? Why muſt that opulent 
city be laid in aſhes, and her numerous citizens be 
put to the ſword? Were they enemies to mankind, 
or a nuiſance in the world? Yau well know, that they 
were only too induſtrious, and too powerful. B 
which means, they would be in a condition to eclipſe 
the magnificence of the Roman name, and diſpute the 


* A zeal for the honour of GOD, and a concern for the 
good of our fellow - creatures, are the true ſources of virtue, 
1 Cor. x. 24. 31. When our actions flow not from theſe prin- 


ciples, reaſon will put a query upon them, and revelation will 


ex punge them from the liſt of virtues.— They may be ſpecious 
in themſelves; they may be coftly to the performer; they may 
even be ſerviceable to others: but can no more deſerve the 
title of virtue, than the activity of our ſun · fire oſſicers, in ex- 
tinguithing the flames on ſome ipſured houſe, can merit the 
name of charity. | * 
Prize 
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prize of ſovereignty with the Roman ſtate. For this 
crime, —a cn in Ambition's eye, r 
cufable, even Cato's upright ſoul ſhall doom to 
utter deſtruction and Sczplo's gentle hand ſhall exe- 
eute the horrid decree. . 

Is this virtue? Does virtue ravage countries, from 
the mere wantotittefs of pride, or luſt of pre · eminence:? 
Does virtue deſtroy millions of lives, only to aggrandize 
4 particular prople, or extend the dominion of ſome 
favourite empire ? If i were virtue, Brutus thought 
too honourably of her character, when he termed her 
an empty name. Lam fure, my Theron has juſter no- 
tions of things. He needs not be informed, that true 
virtue, far from perſonating the rapacious harpy, acts 
4s a father to othets, as a father to all; and, Hke 
HIM, who is both its pattern and its author, ger! 
about doing good. e ; 


Ther. The moſt elegant cane, if plunged Its von- 
der baſon, white the waters are curled by the breeze, 
will appear both ctodked and coarſe. I cannot but 
think, the accuſers of human nature examine her ſtate 


With a prejudiced underſtanding; which has the ſamt 


perverſe effect upot their judgment, as thoſe ruffled 
waves have upon the ſight. Or elſe, they contemplate 
her condition with a melancholy mind; which, like 4 
jaundiced eye, gives object a diſtetnperet aſpect, 
darkens the chearful, ' diſcolours the beautiful, and 
hangs even the fun in mourning. Ser 

. Rather let this be the compariſon to illuſtrate 
our point.—View the meaneſt piece of earth, through 
the priſmatic glals; and it will appear, not beautiful 
only, but perfeMly ſplendid. Remove the, deluſory 
medium, and all the ſophiſticated finery vaniſhes. 
The indigo, the orange, the violet are gone; and leave 


nothing to be ſeen, but a rude unornamented lump. of 
clay.—80, if we conſider human nature __—_— to 
the partial repreſentations of ſelt-love, or contemp 
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it in the #zttering mirrvt bf ſome populit writings, it 
may ſeem regular, holy, excellent. But if we behold 
it under the light, the ubtifing light of tevelation, its 
fiticied charms diſappear ; it fttande clothed with de- 
formity; and is 2 bf commiſeration, if not of 
bottor. 3 1 1 

Ther. What reaſon have you to father ſuck i notion 
upon the facret writings f=The acted wii if- 
form us, that man was made after the image of U D. 
This, ſure, could not be fo difhotivurable and depta- 
ved à pattern, as your diſcourſe would inſinuate. 

Aſp. Fat, very far from 4 diſhonourable pattern 
The image of G OD is the cπ⁹ mate ftuntusd of all 
perfection. In conformity to this admitable exemplar, 
our firſt parents were created; and in this admirable' 
condition they continued, till by tranſgreſſion they 


fel! ; fell from the moſt holy and happy ſtate, into 


uz, condemnation, and ruin. Therefore when this 
atal cataſtrophe had taken place, the facred Hiſtorian 
vaties his ſtyle; and with a remarkable peculiarity, as 
well as propriety of ſpeech, ſays, Adum _= a ſon in 
his &h ; not in the DIVINE Aten. That every 
reader ny advert to this melancholy, but important 
truth, it 1 1 3 _ it is enforced 
y a very emphatic . rer Aer bis «vn inge }, 
Woh 1005 : 15 col! Mit eathed wo the unge of 
G OD, mentioned in a preceding verſe. Which ex 
preſſions are evidently intended to denote the diffttence 
between the ſtate in whith Adam was treated, and 
Seth was begotten. _ | | 
Ther. Pray, let me have a ſuccinct, but full account 
of this tragical ſtory; fince all your orthodox divines 
lay ſuch a mighty ſtreſs upon the doctrine of the fall. 
Aſp. 60 D, having formed the human body out 
of the ground, amimated the ſtructure with 2 living 
* This is affirmed, bot of Cain, but of Seth, the moſt ex- 
cellent 6f Adam's children, and father of the Holy ſect, 
> 1 DN Ton Gen. v. 3. Corruptus corruptum. 


ſoul ; 


— 


| 
4 


: 
| 
| 


— 12 


= — - 
7 r 


oy * & 
= — 


296 THERON any ASPASIO. 


ſoul ; and tranſcribed upon this ſoul the image of his 
bleſſed SELF. All was light in the und ding ; 
all was rectitude in the will; and nothing but har- 
mony in the affections —Man, thus endowed, was 
placed in the delightful garden of Eden ; and furniſh- 
ed with every accommodation, which was neceſſary 
to ſupport his being, or deſirable to gratify his ſenſes. 
—He was conſtituted lord of this lower creation ; 
and, amidſt numberleſs indulgencies, received only one 
—eaſy— negative command, not to eat of the tree of the 
* of good and evil. — From this he was to ab- 
ſtain, as a pledge of his ſubjection, and as an exerciſe 
of his obedience. Bliſs and immortality were to be 
the reward of duty ; miſery and death the puniſhment 
of diſobedience. In the day thou eateſt thereof, thou 
ſhalt ſurely die *, was the ſanction of the divine law. 

How equitable ! how gracious the terms! Yet nei- 
ther the goodneſs of G O D could induce him to keep 
them, nor the 1 of GOD deter him from 
breaking them. —Unreaſonably diſcontented even with 
ſuch advantageous circumſtances, and preſumptuouſly 
aſpiring to be like the MOST HIGH, he hearkened 


to the ſuggeſtions of the evil ſpirit. —In a word, he 
violated the precept, and 5 nalty. GOD 
was juſt, and man was undone. He Joſt his upright- 

_ neſs + ; became ſubject to mortality; and, as the ner- 
vous original expreſſes it, died the deatb. 5 
Ther. True; he became ſubject to many bodily in- 
firmities, and to the neceſſity of final diſſolution.— 
But what has this ſentence, or what have theſe ſuffer- 
ings to do with your notion of univerſal depravity in 
the mind? The death which the almighty LE GIS. 


Gen. i. 17. 
Innocence, that as a veil 
Had ſhadow'd them from knowing ill, was gone, 
Juſt confidence, and native righteouſneſs. 
b MiLT. book IX. 1054. 
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LAT OR threatened, can be oppoſed only to the 
life which the almighty CREATOR gave. 
4þ. Be it ſo.— The CREATOR gave, and man 
poſſeſſed a life, incomparably more excellent than that 
which the pulſe imparts, or the beaſts enjoy. He poſ- 
ſeſſed a divine life ; which, according to the definition 
of the apoſtle, conſiſted in knowledge, in righteouſneſs, 
and true holineſs *. This, —which was the Siſtioguith! 
ing glory, and the ſupreme felicity of his nature,— 
this, alas was extinct. | 
His underſtanding, originally enlightened with wif- 
dom, was clouded and overwhelmed with ignorance. 
—His heart, . once filled with religious veneration, and 
warmed with heavenly love, became alienated from 
GOD his MAKER.—His paſſions and appetites, in- 
ſtead of moving on, in orderly array, according to the. 
beauteous meaſures of truth and duty, grew muti- 
nous; ſhook off the government of reaſon; and ran 
wild into the moſt lawleſs extravagancies.— In a word, 
8 moral frame was unhinged, disjointed, 
broken. | 
Ther. What cauſe have you to ſuppoſe, that all this 
miſery was either included in the threatening or intro- 
—— the fall? | | 
Aſp. The 8 of fallen Adam was palpable. 
Witneſs that abſurd attempt to hide himſelf from the 
eye of OMNISCIEN CE, among the trees of the 
garden. His averſion to the all- gracious GOD was 
equally plain. Otherwiſe he would never have fled 
from 4 MAKER; but rather have haſted, and on 
the wings of deſire, into the place of the divine ma- 
nifeſtation. 
A ſtrange variety of diſorderly paſſions 4 were evi- 
| dently 
* Eph. iv. 24. Col. iii. 10. 


+ Milton, ſpeaking of the unhappy pair, and deſcribing the 
conſequences of their fall, ſays, | 


Nor only tears | 
Nan d at their eyes ; but high winds within Bezmn 
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dently predominant in his breaſt, —Pride ; for he ge. 
faſes © to acknowledge his guilt, tough he cannot hut 
gown the fact —Ingratitude ; far he liquely vphraids 
the CREAT OR with his gift, as both it had been 
a ſnare, rather than à hleſfin ang ; The women hum thou 
gaweft me.—Iant of natural g ection; for he endea» 
| 8 to caſt all the blame the weaker veſſel; 
ind to_zequit his obnoxious felt by impraching the 
wife of his boſom. —The female criminal acts the 
unhumbled part; neither takes ſhame to herſelf; por 

IVES WF ta G OD, nor puts up a langle petition 
or 

As all "theſe Gere enſued upon the breach of the 
commandment ; ey furniſh us, I think, with the 
beſt lex to open the meaning of the prohibitory an- 
tion, "They Proves beyond any argument, that ſpiri- 
tual death, and all its conſequences, were comprehend- 

ed in the extent of the threatening. 
' Ther. How could one act of ienge produce 
| fach deſtrudive effets? eraſe the fair | image of the 
GODHEAD; and ſtamp the monſter, ſtamp the 1 


devil js dead and  jnal an gc of dilybediepes 
"Np. The 2 if you/pleale, was ſmall, not 


- Tap ho committed againſf the 
cleareſt kn c * ＋ 


* drongeſt Hop" 
tions to eos It ngratitude far the 


richeſt favours, and unbehet * * moſt ſolemn de- 
e It was an achof the moſt horrig preſump- 


Began to-riſe ; bigh þ tons, anger, hate, 
 Miftruft, ſuſpicion, diſcord, and ſbook fore 
Their inward flate of mind: cal n region once, 
And full of peace; now ted and turbulent 
' Fer, underflanding rulid not, and the will 
Heard not her lore ! but, in ſubjection now 
To ſenſual appetite, who from beneath 
ur ping, over ſovercign reaſon claim'd | 
Superior ſway. . IX. 1121. 
jo | tion 
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tion in the creature, and of the moſt impious rebellion 
2gainſt the CREATOR. 


As to the ſmallneſs, or rather, the gentle ans bonees 
port of the command, this aggrayates beyand mear 
ure, the crime of diſobedience, 5 to the 
To once addreſſed to the Syrian general, we 
expoſtulate, —  Q thou "Im if thy LokB 


juftl 
6 had bid thee do ſome. great thing , in ſubmiſſion 


« to his high authority, and out of gratitude for his 

« unſpeakable goodneſs, oughtit Now not to have 
done ar How much more, when he ſays to thee ? 

< N eat of all, except this ſingle tree. Thu. 

* ſands, thouſands of honours, * es, and gifts be 
« thine; only ane wled thy ſubjection, 
* mine ; and that the ea which, thy heart can wiſh, 
or cyen thy fancy conceive. 

You alk, How could one act of diſobedience oiiuct 
ſuch deſtructive effects ?—I anſwer, the reality of the 
fact, in numberleſs inſtances of material nature, is 
plain to a demonſtration ; while the manner of operation 
remains an impenetrable ſecret. Every child perceives 
the former? Newton himſelf is at a loſs for the latter, — 
For which reaſon, I have always thought it better to 
believe what G OD has taught, than attempt to ex- 
plain what G O D has concealed. Let us forego this 
curious, perhaps fruitleſs inquiry; and ſuhſtitute a re- 
mark, which naturally ariſes from the ſubject, and may 

conſiderably 7 2 our minds. 

Ther. Edi poſſible to render this diſhonour- 
able and eve 210 edifying * Can any generous 
fruit ſpring from ſuch a — — oil ?. — 

Aſp: Samſon, I believe, had no expetiation of find- 
ing any thing valuable in the relics of his ſlain lion. 
But, to his agreeable diſappointment, there was: honey 
in the carcaſe f. If our goctrine appear ghaſtly as the 
one, it may yield a benefit fweet-as the other. 

From hence we may Jeara-(what, when rightly 


* 2 Kings v. 13. + Jndg. xiv, 8.- * 
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learned, is more ſerviceable than all the ſciences) the 


extreme malignity of fin, When volcanoes open their 
tremendous jaws, and diſgorge a fiery inundation, 
they confine their fury to a fingle terntory.—When 
Famine lifts her mildewed hand, and deſtroys the ſup- 
pane of animal life, ſhe is content with ruining a 

ingdom or a nation.—When War drenches his ſword 
in Wood, or the Peſtilence impregnates the air with 
poiſon ; they alſo, even they obſerve ſome limits, 
and never make the whole compaſs of nature the 
ſcene of their ravages. — But Sin levelled its blow at 
the whole human race. SI poured contagion, and 
ſpread deſtruction, through all countries, and al/ 
ages. One fingle act of fin brought confuſion and a 
curſe upon the material, and miſeries, inſnite millions 
of miſeries, on the rational world *.— How then 


ſhould we fear this mo/? pernicious of all evils! with 


what carefulneſs guard againſt its inſidious allure- 


ments: with what reſolution fly from its killing ca- 


reſſes 


Ther. 1 muſt obſerve, that you take for granted, 


what remains to be proved. For, ſuppoſing your ac- 
count true with to Adam ; yet how does this 
affect his children? Why muſt all his poſterity be 
contaminated, becauſe their forefather has pla ed the 
prodigal! Such a heavy charge againſt the whole body 
of mankind will not be admitted, without very cogent 
proofs. 0 

Aſp. The proofs are cogent ; perhaps irrefragable.— 
Reaſon offers to turn evidence in the caſe. Reaſon, in 
concurrence with revelation, demands, Who can bring 


* St Chry/oflom calls the firſt tranſgreflion, re a, 


apa, Which is, in a manner, tranſlated by Milton, who, 


ſpeaking of the ſame tragical act, ſays, 
— — — I. 
Brought death into the uerld, and all our 20. 


— py 
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a clean thing out of an unclean *? If the fountain be 
polluted, how can the ſtreams be pure? and if the 
root is corrupt, tis impoſlible to conceive, how the 
branches ſhould be ſound, or the fruit good f. 

The ſcriptural teſtimonies are almoſt innumerable. 
They pour their evidence from every quarter ; and 
conſtitute, not two or three only, buta whole cloud of 
witnefſes.—GOD made man upright, ſays the royal preach- 
er; the human nature in its primitive ſtate was with- 
out any wrong bias. But at, and ever ſince the firſt 
tranſgreſſion, they have found out and followed many 

erſe inventions }. 

Ther. I don't deny, but multitudes of people, ſe- 
duced by bad example, or betrayed by their own inad- 
vertency, have departed from the rule of duty ; have, 
as the wiſe man athrms, tried many fooliſh experi- 
ments to acquire happineſs, and deviſed as many idle 
excuſes for their folly. But this is no ſuch irrefra- 
gable proof, that they were originally bad. It only 
implies, that, not taking proper heed to their ways, 
they warped from their native uprightneſs. As yon- 
der tulips, though perfectly beautiful at preſent, if not 
attended with the neceſſary cultivation, will degenerate 
into homely flowers; and, at length, be no better 
than tawdry weeds. vis 5% 

- Aſp. No, my friend. Iniquity is not an adventi- 
tious thing, catched from example, or contracted by 
carglefſnels Theſe may increaſe, but theſe do not oc- 
a * Job xiv. 4. | | 
: + Milton has —— — 1 wy objection; and, in Alam's 
oliloq uy, ju cio 7 10 it. 5 
22 — why ſbould all mankind, 
For one man's fault, thus guiitleſt be condemn'd, 
If guiltleſs ? But from me what can proceed 
But all corrupt, bath body and mind deprav'd ; 
Not to do only, but to will the ſame 
With me ? How can they acquitted fland 
In fight of COD? = 3% 
1 Ecel. vii. 19. 
Vor. II. No 10. Cc caſion, 
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caſion, the moral mzlady. A ſinful diſpoſition is as 
early as our being ; the very mould in which all our 
faculties are caſt. David bears very expreſs teſtimony 
to this humbling truth. Beheld / (He ſets his N. B. 
upon the paſſage. Tis a ſad, but certain fact; ſuch 
as ſhould never depart from my memory, nor ever 
be omitted in my confeſſions; and is much to be re- 
garded by every reader.) I was ſhapen in wickedneſs, 
and in fin did my mother cancerve me *, As though he 
had faid,—+ Alas! LORD, this crime, though ex- 
4 tremely horrid, is dut a little part of my guilt. 
1 — not only ſinned in practice, but I am i totally 
and univerially corrupt in my very nature.” 
This he acknowledges, not to extenuate his offence, 
but to lay open his exceſſive vileneſs. And indeed it 
is not poſſible to form a right judgment of ourſelves, 
or to be duly humbled before G O, unleſs we add the 
depravation of our nature to the tranſgreſſions of our 
life. Juſt as it is impoſſible to diſcera what monſtrous 
and voracious animals lie hid in the ocean, if we only 
glance an eye upon the ſurface of the waters. 

Ther. This, you know, was written by the royal 
penitent, under the pangs of ſevere remorſe. Does 
not a ſenſe of his enormous iniquity, together with 
the apprehenſion of divine wrath, make his hand 
ſhake, and lead him to aggravate features? Or ſup- 
poſe it were true of the adulterous king, is it equally 
2 others, who have _—_ ſuch grots pol 
utions 

A. It is no exaggerating nn ht, but a faithful 
Aae, and exactiy 8 every child ot 
Adam. — lt was written with the utmoſt deliberation ; 
and therefore is introduced with that call for peculiar 
attention, Behold - And, though David was ſcanda- 
louſiy criminal in his iatrigue with the wife of Uriah, 
yet the general tenor of his life was not only irre- 
proachable, but exemplary. Who ſo zealous for the 
Pal. Ii. 5. 
fo v3 ©: 1 am_ 
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houſe of his GOD, or ſo devoted an admirer of the 


divine word? His heart was an altar, ever flaming 
with heavenly love; and his tongue a trumpet, ts 
ſound the praiſes of JEH OV AH through all genc- 
rations.— And if he had reaſon to make this abating 
confeſſion, who is the perſon that can think himſelt 
aggrieved by ſharing in the 1unputition ? - 

One of our molt eminent martyrs *, when he heard 
of any malefactor condemned to [utter an ignominious 
death, uſed to lay his hand upon his breaſt, and fay,— 
« The ſeeds of all thoſe villagies, which brought that 
«© unhappy wretch to the gibbet, were ſown here. And, 
« if they have not ſprung up into the ſame deteſtable 
« deeds, unto divine grace, unto divine grace a/ore, 
« be all the glory!“ | x 

Ther. Your martyrs had honeſt. hearts, but not al- 
ways the cleareſt heads. I admire their zeal, and re- 
verence their memories; but I can no more receive 
their opinion as an oracle, than I can be perſuaded to 
worſhip their relics. | | 
| Aſp. Ihavenointention topalm Popery on my friend, 
nor any deſire to calumniate the human ſpecies. If it. 
be diſingenuous and ſinful to aſperſe a particular cha- 
racter, how much more unjuſtifiable to traduce our 
nature in general el | 
My account, dark and diſguftful as it is, ſtands . 
confirmed by a higher authority than any private opi- 
nion. It is confirmed from an uniyerfal ſurvey of 
mankind, taken by the eye of the CREATOR im- 
ſelf, and left upon record in the books of revelation. 
The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children 
A men, to fee if there were any that did underſtand, ard 
rel after GO D.—W hat is the reſult of this grand 1a- 
quiry? It muſt, without all peradventure, be infailibly 
true: becauſe G OD's infpection is too Keen. to be 
eluded, and his judgment too impartial to be bia#e 1. 
This is the report, made by the inanitely-wile O B- 
WH 4 Mr Bradford. c 
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SERVER: They are all gone aſide, they are altogether 
become filthy * ; there is none that dcth good, no not one. 
Ther. This, E apprehend, is the * of thoſe 
beſotted creatures, thoſe moſt egregious of all fools, 
who fay, There is no GOD. To them the 7/alm re- 
lates, and to them the abandoned character is appro- 
12 They have it, if I may fo ſpeak, cum privi- 
8 
© 1. It is meant rather of practical, than of ſpecu- 
lative Atheiſts ; who ſay, not explicitly with their 
mouths, but implicitly in their hearts, There is no 
GOD; who live, as if there was no ALL-SEEING 
EYE, to take cognifance of their preſent conduct; 
no Supreme FUDGE, to call them to a future 
—And I dare appeal to yourſelf, though 


reckonin 52 
perhaps the fondeſt of fathers, whether this inſtance of 


fooliſbneſt is not bound up in the hearts of our children +? 
nay, whether it be not natural to us all, both in youth 
and manhood, to forget our CREATOR? 

In this caſe, Theron, there is no monopoly. Your 
right and mine are too ſtrongly eſtabliſhed by experi- 
ence, and too clearly expreſſed in the preceding ſcrip- 
ture, to admit of any controverſy.— f there were any 


„Pal. xiv. 2. 3. The two original words NN "IJ are 
metaphorical expreſſions ; taken from inet, that are become 
four, —and meats, that are in a ſtate of putreſafion. I believe, 
it is impoſſible to find images, more ſtrongly expreſſive of a to- 
tal depravity, and of the utmoſt degencracy. | 

+ Prov. xxii. 15. Let none think, that by feoliſbneſs the 
ſacred writer means only thofe filly tricks, which diſcover a 
weakneſs of underſtanding in children. Solomon's fool is not 
the idiot, but the finner ; and the folly ſtigmatzed throughout 
the Proverbs, denotes, not a failure in the intellectuat, but 
ia the religious and moral character. | | 

The: words, in this paſſage, are peculiarly forcible. Fooliſb- 
neſs is in the heart; implanted in the very nature; ſunk deep 
into the inmoſt facuFics: and not only ſunk deep, but adheres 
almoſt inſeparably: N D is wrapt, tied, and bound; twines 
Hke the ivy, and is rooted like the oc. | 5 
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that underſtood—They are all gone out of the va. — 
There is none that doth good—No, not on. ( ould 
any conveyancer in Europe have contrived a form of 
words, more fully to aſcertain our unhappy title ? 
Ther. There may be ſome texts in ſcripture, which 
ſeem to countenance your aſſertion. But theſe refer 
to the worſt of men, an the worſt of times. And can 
you, with any juſtice, aſcribe the properties of a few 
reprobates to the whole ſpecies ? 

Aſp. This very paſſage, and others of a like import, 
are adopted by St Paul, and applied both to Fews and 
Gentiles ; with this profeſſed deſign, that every mouth 
may be ſtopped, and all the world may be found guilty * be- 
fore GOD. Which evinces, I ſhould think, beyond 
all doubt, the univerſality of its extent. = 

If to the univerſality, we add the antiquity of this 
fact, it will bear the two grand characteriſtics of truth. 
Far from bang a novel opinion, it was received as a 
maxim, in the early age of Job. What is man, that 
he ſhould pretend to be clean? and be that is born of a 
woman, that he ſhould preſume to be rrghleous ? righ- 
teous before the infinitely J UST and HOLY ONE! 
Behold ! he putteth no truſt in his ſaints, though the 
moſt exalted of all intelligent beings. Tea, the heavens, 
thoſe brightelt parts of the material creation, are noc 
clean in his fight. How much more abuminable and filthy is 
man +* who drinketh amguity ; though loathiome to 

G OD, 

* Rom. ili. 19, Neat youlas, © May become guilty,” does 
not ſo exactly anſwer the ſcope of the context, neither does it 
ſo ſolidly eſtabliſh the apoſtle's argument, as may be found 
« puilty ;” be fully convicted, and apparently liable to moſt 
juſt condemnation.—Thoſe things were written of old, and 
were quoted by St Paul, not to render men criminal, but to 
prove them ſo. 

+ Job xv. 14. 15. 16. The immaculate purity of the bleſſed 
GOD, and the utter depravity of fallen man, are points of 
ſo great importance in the ſcriptural ſyſtem of divinity, that 
hey are inculcated no leſs than ** times, within the 9 

Cc 2 
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G OD, and worſe than poiſon to his own ſoul ; yet 
drinketh it /ike water; without any heſitation or the 
leaft fear, with an eager and profuſe delight. 

This, you will oblerve, was alleged in a diſpute, 
carried on with no {mall vehemency ; yet is admitted, 
on all hands, as unexceptionably true. Be pleaſed 
allo to take notice, that the charge is not confined. to 
ſome very notorious ſinners, but is laid againſt the 
whole body of- mankind. Whatever figure they may 
make, each in his own conceit ; they are all deſcribed 
in the word of G O D,—as beings, inſatiably athirſt 
after evil; from chjects, that we cannot endure to 
benold, or cannot behold without abhorrence N. — Such 
is man by nature! People muſt have eyes very dif- 
terent from mine, to diſcern any dignity in this 
draught. 


Ther. As to innate dignity, we will let it paſs. 
But this I muſt infiſt upon, and ſeveral writers of the 
firſt repute are on my fide, — That we enter the ſtage 
of life, in a ſtate of indifference either to good or evil : 
— That the affections are like a balance, nicely poiſed, 
and preponderating neither one way nor the other : 
— The whole foul, hke a ſheet of fair paper, is equally 
ſuſceptible of ſtrait or crooked lines; and will as rea- 
dily receive the amiable features of an angel, as the 
hideous deformity of a devil. 

Aſp. With regard to your firſt illuſtration, —The 
ſimile, I think, confutes the ſentiment. For to be in 
ſuſpenſe whether we ſhall love the LORD our G ON, 
the giver of all good, and the ſource of all perfec- 
tion; this, furely, muſt be condemned as an irreli- 


of this ſingle book; and by much the ſame noble contraſt of 
ſtriking images; chap. iv. 17- 18. xv. 14-15. 16. xxv. 4. 5+ 6. 

The original words are q i 2y713—One is uſed to ſignify 
that abominable practice, which the A:gyptians could not bear 
to ſee, Exod. vii. ver. 22. Heb. Bib. ver. 26. Engl. Bib, — The 
er denotes an object too qualid to be viewed without loath- 
N . n 1 . 


ms 
8 22 gious 


r ove ic too anc 


Pres > bares Pom, 2 A 2 tn, 4h 


DIALOGUE XI. 407 


ious temper.— This is a criminal halting between 
GOD and Baal. A neutrality, which is ng better 
than hoſtulty. 

fear, the writers you mention, pay but little de - 
ference to the inſpired volume Our eſcutcheon is very 
differently blazoned in that office of ſpiritual heraldry. | 
A tranſgrefſor from the womb *, is one of our heredi- 
tary titles. Tranſgreſſors we are by ſtrong internal 
propenſity, even before we tranſgreſs in outward act. 

Obſerve the young hawthorn plants, which have un- 
folded their green leaves, in yonder nurſery; but 
have ſcarce learned to ſpread the gay bloſſom. Ts 
there in thoſe an equal aptitude to produce the luſcious 
juicy grape, or their own coarſe and huſky berry? 
By no means. They-will (unleſs grafted with ſome 
generous cyon) certarnly, wniverfally, conftantly bear the 
tame harſh fruit with their parent-tree—So certainly 
will the human mind, if not renewed by the SPIRIT 
of CHRIST, branch out into ungodly tempers, 
and bring forth wicked practices. 

Ther. The nobleman, mentioned by Xenophon +, 
when overcome by an alluring” temptation, deviſed, 
for his excuſe, the notion of two fouls ; one that in- 
clined hiin to vice; another that prompted him to 
virtue. This was a moderate caricatura j, compared 
with my friend's. He will allow nothing regular or 
graceful in the human heart. —You have metamor- 
phoſed the maſterpiece of the creation into ſuch a 
deformed object, as may juſtly render him a terror to 
himſelf. Can there be a groſſer libet upon the CRE A- 


J. xlvii. 8. A truth ſo apparent and undeniable, that 
Seneca could not but diſcern it, though he was an wnenlightened 
Heathen ; could not but acknowledge i it, though he was one of. 
the proud Stoic ſet. Hac conditione nati ſumus, animalia ob- 
ne. non paucioribus animi quam corporis morbis, De ira. lib. II. 
c. + Cyroped, lib. VI. 

1 A term uſed by the Italian painters, td vip 5 reſem- 
ASS hberrid, or ridiculous. '** 
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TO R, or a greater diſcouragement to our fellow-crea-. 


tures ! | 

4 If this be a diſtorted piece, what will you call 
the following deſcription? O ſaw that the wick- 
edneſs of man was great upon the earth; and that every 
imagination 'of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually *. — This, perhaps, may{be reckoned a more 
monſtrous drawing ſtill. Yet it came from that hand, 
which painted the canopy of the ſkies, and touched 
all the pictures of nature into ſuch inimitable perfec- 
tion. ' | 

Pray, let us examine the moſt diſtinguiſhing fea- 
tures in this draught. —Not barely the works of his 
hand, or the words af his tongue, but the imag ina- 
tions of his heart, are evil. The contagion has ſpread 
itſelf through the inner man. It has tainted the ſeat 
of his principles, and the ſource of his actions 4.—l1s 
there not, you will fay, ſome mixture of good? No; 
they are only evil. There is no hopeful tendency. Not 
ſo much as a little leayen of piety, that may have a 
chance to diffuſe itſelf, and meliorate the whole lump. 
But are there no lucid intervals? No happy mo- 
ments, when virtue gains the aſcendency? None: he 
is only evil continually. The uſurpation of fin is total 
and its tyranny perpetual, 

What 1 have advanced, therefore, is no libel upon 
the CREATOR's benignity : becauſe it is the very 
echo of his own determination.—Neither is it ſo pro- 

ly diſcouraging, as humbling and alarming to our 
cllow-creatures. Humbling, to make us ſenſible of 


ol 5 Gen. vi. 5. 
+ The original is very nice in its ſtructure, and no leſs em- 
phat in its meaning.—27 The heart, or grand principle 
WD the thoughts of the heart, or the various actings of 
that principle the imagination of the thoughts, or the 
produce and reſult of thoſe actings; namely, deſires and affec- 
tions, counſels and Rs one, a few only, or the 
- | our 
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our ruin; a/arming, to make us deſirous of a recovery. 

Ther. Is not the deſcription which you have produ- 
ced, peculiar to the men of that wicked generation ; 
whoſe guilt was as unparallelled, as their puniſhment ? 

Aſp. It is applicable both to them and their ſucceſſors. 
The wiſdom of G OD repeats the charge, and fixes 
it upon the race, which ſurvived the flood '*. The 
depravity of human nature continued, nor could the 
waters of an univerſal deluge purge it away. $0 
deep, alas! is the ſtain, and ſo incorrigible the viru- 
lency, of original corruption, that it will yield to 
nothing ;—to nothing will it yield, but to the waſhing 
of regeneration, and renewing of the HOLT GHOSTh. 
Till this takes place, every heart of man muſt wear 
the prophet's ſtigmatizing motto, Deceitful above all 
things, and deſperately wicked. 

Ther. This paflage, I am informed, is not rightly 
tranſlated ; eſpecially in the laſt e The He- 
brew original does not bear fo upon the human - 
character, as the Engliſb verſion. * 

Aſp. You allow then, that the heart is deceitful. 
And of this we have a glaring proof in the conduct of 
Hazael. He thought it impoſſible, that he ſhould ever 
rpetrate ſuch horrid barbarities, as the prophet fore 
aw. Is thy e a dog, that he fbould do this great 
thing !:! Yes, Hazael; however thou mayſt ima- 
gine thyſelf geatle as a lamb, thou art fierce as a dog, 


* Gen, viii, 21. Where, I think, the particle is uſed in 
the adverſative, not the cauſal ſiguification; and ſhould be 
rendered though, rather than for.—Where it ſeems likewiſe, 
that the forbearance of the righteous G OD, is aſcribed to 
the great atonement; typified by Neab's burnt-offerings, and 
expreſſed by St Paul in his epiſtle to the Ephefrtans ; who pro- 
bably alludes to this paſſage. 7% LORD ſmelled a fweet ſa- 
vour, and the LORD ſaid in his heart, I will not again curſe- 
the earth ary more for man's ſake, though the imagination of 
man's heart be evil from his youth, Eph. v. 2. TEE 


1 Tu. iü. 5. t 2 Kiogs viii. 13. 2 
t Kings 2 
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and ſavage as a tyger.—Which was moſt terribly de- 
monſtrated by the event. 

Suppoſe we tranſlate the other word ſomewhat 
more accurately. The little alteration will be of leſs 
ſervice to your cauſe. Inſtead of deſperately wicked, 


you may, it you pg read —— diſordered x, 


This is the exact i import raſe.—It is a meta- 
phor denved — a very — body. In which, 
the whole head is ſick, and the whole heart faint. Fron 
the crown of whoſe head, to the fole of whole feet, there 
is nothing but conſuming diſeaſe, and enteebling lan- 
guors +— The rules of civility may ſet a ſpecious var- 
niſh on the converſation. But until grace, ſanctify- 
ing grace adminiſters the remedy, the moſt civilized 
heart will be like the pale — check, that is 
Poorly enlivened with paint. 

Ther: What ſay the writers of the New Teſtam ? 
Is not their way of _ more liberal and benign? 
If human nature wore 1o hideous an aſpect, under 
the legal diſpenſation; ſince the coming of our LORD, 
and the publiſhing of his goſpel, one may expect an 
improved and more pleaſing face of things. 

Aſp. Human nature in every period of time, and 
under every diſpenſation of religion, is ſtill the ame 
It was the PIR RIT of CHRIST who indited the 
Old Teſtament, and he cannot vary from himſclt, in 
the declarations of the New. | 

I am very much inclined to believe, that all the be- 
dily diſeaſes, which our divine PHYSICIAN healed, 
during his abode on earth, were fo many emblematical 
repreſentations of ſpiritual diſorders, which, like cer- 
tain family-diftempers, may be ſaid to run in the blood 
of all mankind. —Wil you give me leave, Theron, to 
explain myſelf? I don't like to ingroſs the diſcourſe. 
vet I would willingly enlarge upon this ſubject. 


Jer. xvii. 2. JN 


+ Vi. 6. Agreeable to this dottrine, and conſonant to this 


los is che conſeſſionoſ our liturgy, There is 110 health i 5 Us. 
er. 
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Ther. By all means. The laws of argument, ſepa- - 
rate from the indulgencies of friendſhip, give you a 
warrant to urge, whatever may ſupport your caule. 
—PBelides, I ſhall be glad to hear your ſentiments up- 
on 4 point ſo curious. at 

Aſp. The poor l/eper, covered with noiſome fares, is 
the very picture of a polluted finner. Was the one, for 
his contagious impurities, ſeparated from the ſociety 
of his fellow- citizens? So ſhall the other, for his abo- 
minable uncleanneſs, be baniſhed from the beatific pre- 
ſence, unleſs he be cleanſed by the blood, and juſtiſied 
by the nghteouſnels of FESUS, 

You pity the condition of that UNHAPPY creature, 
who was born blind. His eyes rolled, but rolled in 
vain, to find the dawning ray. Such is the benighted 
tate of the human mind, till almighty GOODNESS . 
command the ſcales of ignorance to tall off, and pour 
heavenly day through all the intellectual faculties. 
Then, and not till then, we begin to know the holi- 
neſs, the juſtice, the adorable excellencies of G O D. 
We ſee the ſublime purity of his law, and the ex- 
treme depravity of our own hearts. We are brought 
acquainted with the tranſcendent glories of our R E- | 
DEEME R's perſon, and apprehend that moſt com- 
tortable myſtery of his ſubſtitution in our ſtead. We 
diſcern the ineffable perfection of his merits, and the 


divinely-rich freeneſs of his e *. Truths, incom- 


parably more delightful to the ſoul, than all the de- 
lectable ſcenes of creation are to the ſight. 

The paralytic's enervated limbs too truly repreſent 
the impotence of our nature. Was he unable to grind 
at a mill, to run in a race, or to turn himſelf on his 

* This, and the preceding panticulars, are leſſons of the laſt. 
importance in the Chriftian ſchool, The knowledge of them 
deſeryes to be moſt ſolicitouſly ſought, both by attentive con- 
templation, and by earneſt prayer. For to know them, is to be 
truly wiſe; to be influenced by them, is to be ſub#fantially rut 


=—_ _— 
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bed ? So unable are we to fight the good fight of faith, 
to exerciſe the es of Chriſtianity, or even to turn 
ourſelves unto G O D.—Do not you, my friend, expe- 
rience ſomething of this inability ? For my part, I muſt 
lay my hand on 1 and daily, hourly, con- 
feſs, The pal 75 Though not altogether dead 
in fin, (bleſſed be CHRIST FESUS, and his 
« quickening SPIRET!), yet how languid is my zeal, 
„how enteebled my induſtry, in the great affair of 
« 2 ſalvation— I would fain believe, and 
«- with a full aſſurance of faith, the promiſes of the 
„ unchangeable JEHOVAH. But how often do I 
«ſtagger through unbelicf — I would fain love, and 
« with the warmeſt gratitude, my ever-merciful and 
<< moſt beneſicent GOD. But oh! what coldneſs be- 
<'numbs my affections !—I with to be humble in every 
* thought, heavenly in all my deſires, and wholly re- 
«<' ſigned to the divine will. But, alas! my ſufficiency 
4 for theſe things is like the flaccid ſinew, or the 
* coithered arm.“ 

It would be endleſs to particularize all the maladies, 
which were emblems of our miſery, and the triumphs 
of our LORD's power. Let me only remark, — 

That their bodies were afflicted with a jingle diforder ; 
our ſouls labour under a complication of evils —They 
felt their affliction, and were deſirous, importunately 
deſirous of relief. We are, till awakened from above, 
inſenſible of our calamitous caſe. We add, to all our 
other indiſpoſitions, a ſtupefying lethargy, or an ex- 
travagant delirium. 

"Ther. Such allegorical expoſitions of ſcripture are 

enough. But I preſume, you yourſelf cannot 
reckon them demonſtrative. For my own part, I muſt 
appeal from the ſurmiſes of fancy, to the verdict of 
reaſon. 

. Aſp. 1 cannot think, that the allegorical ſenſe, when 
foberly introduced, is unworthy our regard, or with- 
out its weight. However, I have no delign oo 
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clude your appeal.— Will the avowed, will the reite- 
rated decifion of an apoſtle, ſatisfy my friend, and be 
admitted as the verdi of reaſon 2 Paul has decla- 
red of himſelf, In me, that is, in my fleſh, or unrenew- 
ed nature, dwelleth no good * ; no good temper, nor ſo 
much as any good deſire.— Elſewhere he ns, that 
the carnal mind, or unregenerate ſoul, i not ſubject to 
the law of GOD; nay, is an enemy, or rather enmity 
itſelf #,—againſt what !—Againſt fal ? That were a. 
noble antipathy.—Againſt the world? That were a 
laudable diſaffection. No; but againſt GOD and his 
law. Amazing perverſenefs ! ! to be enmity againſt 
GOD, who is boundleſs beni „and conſummate 
N Enmity againſt his law, which is the tran» 

cript of his amiable perfections, and the faultleſs mo- 
del of all virtue. 

Ther. This, I ſuppoſe, is the character of Saul the 
Phariſee, not of Paul the apoſtle ; deſcriptive of his 
condition, when he was a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, 
“and injurious.” 

. 7 It relates not to himſelf alone, but is applicable 

who continue in a ſtate of nature. The bleſſed 
AUTHOR of our being, ſpeaking of mankind in 
general, ſays, That he is even fleſh : mere fleſh, alto» 
gether fleſh ; his very ſoul, and all its powers, are. 
wholly inflaved to fleſhly appetites.—The beneficent 
RESTORER of eren the ame. 


* Rom. vii. 18. + Rom. viii. 7. 

t Cen. vi. 3. The word fleſh, by which the all-wite CRE- 
ATOR characterizes man, ſignifies, in the ſacred writings, | 
whatever is di/benourable in itſclt, provoking to GOD, or intro- 
ductory to the ruin of man Ehe works of the fleſb, are à com- 
pendium of all iniquity, Cal. v. 19. 20. 21.— Lo walk after the 
fleſb, is the very reverſe of walking in the SPIRIT; ei. 

cally oppoſite to the divine law and true holineſs, Rem. vill. 
4.—To be carnally minded, or to have the influence, the ſa - 
vour, the reliſh of the fleſh (ernte cap) predominant in our 
minds, is the ſpiritual death of the ſoul ; and a preſage of eter- 
nal death, both in body and foul, Rem. viii, 6. ; 
3 Anden 
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ſentence, in the very ſame words: That «which is born 
of the fletb, ts fleſh * : the faculties, which men receive 
by their natural birth, have a carnal bias; incline to 
nothing, but ſordid pleaſures and ignoble purſuits.— 
Our SAVIOUR reinculcates the admonition, and 
illuſtrates it by a very remarkable alluſion. You can- 
not forget his anſwer to a procraſtinating diſciple ; Let 
the dead bury their dead f: intimating, that as many as 
are unſanctiſied by the HOLY GHOST, though 
poſſeſſed of an animal, are deſtitute of the divine life; 
are no more fit for the kingdom of heaven, for its con- 
verſe or its joys, than a pale corpſe in the coſſin, or 
| bones in the charnel-houſe, are qualified to tranſ- 
any ſecular buſineſs. 
St Paul ſets the feal of heaven to this momentous 
truth, in various paſſages of his epiſtles. From a mul- 
titude let me ſelect one, and recommend it to your ſe- 
rious conſideration. Tou that were ſometime alienated 
and enemies: the Colaſtans, and all mankind were alie- 
nated from the living GOD ; had no true knowledge 
of him; and, what is worſe, had no fincere deſire af- 
ter him. Nay, they were not only ſtrangers, but e- 
nemies; in a ſtate of hoſtility to his holy nature and 
heavenly will. —What can expreſs a greater degene- 
racy? Nothing, unleſs it be the following clauſe : by 
& mind intent upon wicked works t; a mind, not only a- 
verſe to all „but paſſionately prone to all evil. 
Ther. A few picked paſſages, of a figurative import, 
and artfull cogged by ſome dextrous interpretation, 
may ſeem to ſupport your cauſe. | 
Jeb ni. 6. I Match. viii. 22. 
Cl. i. 21. T & roc eic rot rompore, mente malis operibus 
intenta. An eminent critic would thus point and thus tranſlate 
the words; and aſſigns, for his aeration, the following reaſon ; 
Mens enim dicitur eſi in ea re, quam ſemper cogitat, ad quam 
cup idine fertur et inclinatur. DAvENANT in loc, —Let the 
words be pointed and tranſlated, cither in this or the received 
manner, they ſpeak the language, ard confirm the ſentiments, 
of this whole dialogue. 
n Aſp. 
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Ah! Theron, there is no need to uſe ſleight of 
hand: He that runs, may read this doctrine in the 
ſacred authors. It is interwoven with the whole ſeries 
of their Hiſterical, and makes a profeſſed part of their 
practical writings. 

What is more common with the inſpired penmen, 
than to expreſs a profligate courſe of life, by following 
our 0Wn imaginations, and walking in our own ways 
When immorality and licentioutneſs were predomi- 
nant in Mae; knew no reſtraints, and kept no 
bounds; how does the unerring hiſtorian deſcribe 
this horrible ſtate of things ? Every one did that whith 
was right in his own _ *. Nothing can more ſtron 
imply the extreme epravity of mankind, than fuc 
phraſeology : which makes 1t one and the ſame thing, 
to purſue our natural inclinations, and to act the a- 
bandoned ſinner. 

St Jude cannot write a few lines, but he muſt tomth 
upon this fubjett ;: muſt teach this humbling leffon. 
Senſual ſ, he Jays, : net having the SPIRIT. Accord- 
ing to 57 eſtimate, not to be actuated by the power 
of eſpecial grace, is to remain under the dominion of 
ſenſuality. If we may credit this ſervant of CHRIST, 
every man, while unrenewed by the divine SPIRIT, 
is governed by fleſh and ſenſe. Can any man then pre- 
tend to be ooldinally free from the ATC RE of cor- 
ruption ? 

St Paul exempts not himſelf, no, nor any of the 
higheſt ſaints, from the opprobrious charge: We all 
walked according. to: the defires of the fleſh and of. the 
mind. Which deſires in 7s, as well as in the idolatrous 
Heathens, were baſe, ſordid, and contaminating. In- 
ſomuch that we, who are Fews by birth, who are 


" "4 Judg. n G al Ph: Ind 19. Reel. xi, 9, Ad. 
xiv. 16. 

+ Jude 19. The original expreſſion is * and denotes 
4. who have no higher a 3 than the animal life, 
and the rational foul. 
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ſons of GOD by our new birth ; even we were 
nature the children of wrath *. And if liable to wrath, 
then, doubtleſs, ſubject to depravity, and chargeable 


with 


Wer. What ſays St Jamer You have ſuppreſſed, 
and I had almoſt forgot, his teſtimony ; though it is 


fo very pertinent to my purpoſe, and ſo very explicit 
in my favour. Men, who are made after the funilitude 


of GO D.—The ſimilitude of G OD ſignifies, in the 
ſacred books, thoſe moral endowments, which diſtin- 


guiſh the poſlefſor both from the brute and the devil. 


And if men are made after this image, if they are 


created with theſe endowments, where is your doc- 
trine of original fin ? 


Aſp. 1 began to flatter myſelf, that your objections 


were exhauſted. But, fince 1 am miſtaken in this par- 


ticular, ſurel os muſt be as great a miſtake to imagine, 
that our apoſtle would maintain an opinion, fo repug- 


nant to the aforementioned texts, and ſo contrary to 


univerſal obſervation. Do not you percave the very 
reverſe true, with regard to your own children? Why 


do you addreſs them with fuch tender entreaties, ſuch 
warm exhortations, ſuch repeated arguments? Why 


do you allure them to duty by promiſes, and deter 
them from tranſgreſſion by threatenings? Is all this 


regimen, all this diſcipline, neceſſary for creatures that 


image of GOD? 
after the ſimilitude of GOD /—Then th 
24 —— no need of the renewing influences of the HOL 
GHOST, in caſe they live; and no need of the atone- 


gc one — 


.ment of. CHRIST's blood, 2 Would 
 Fames the LOR D's brother aſſert ſuc 


gious 
_ article, but under- 
Chriſtianity ? ſets a- 


mines the whole * «main 0 


fide the ſandtification of the divine SPIRIT, and 


* Eph. ii. 3. Hoc uno loco, ſays Beza, guaſi fulmine, totut 


homs, quantus quantus oft, proflernitur. Neque enim naturam 


dicit læſam, fad mortuam, ter peccatum; idecque iræ 9 
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the propitiation of the REDEEMER's death? 
Impoſſible for him to aſſert ! impoſſible, I ſhould think, 
for us to ſuppoſe ! - 

St James ſpeaks of a fact that is paſt ; ſpeaks of 
men collectively, as they were all included in their firſt 
parent. The patlage, I apprehend, ſhould be tranſla- 
ted, not, men that are, but, men that vere * created, 
&c;—The ſcripture conſiders Adam, as the common 
parent of us all; nay more, conſiders us all as exiſt- 
ing in our great progenitor. Which is ſo far from 
overthrowing, that it eſtabliſhes, the point in debate. 
For if we were all created after the ſimilitude of GOD, 
in and with Adam; it muſt follow, that we all fell 
from our conformity to G0 D, in and with Adam. 
Ard if ſo—let me for once retort my friend's interro- 
gatory—Where is not original ſin ? | 
I am very ſure, it runs through our /turgy ; is an 
eſſential part of our articles; and moſt ſtrongly deli- 
neated in our homlies. Shall I produce ſome of thoſe 
teſtimonies, which are as clear, as they are copious? 


Ther. No more of your teſtimonies, good Apa. 
Inform me rather, what advantages can accrue from 
your inculcating, or my adopting ſuch a doctrine. 
Suppoſe it were 8 true, diſagreeable truths, 
like diſagrecable objects, ſhould be conligned over to 
obſcurity, not obtruded upon our view. On ſuch an 
occalion, the reply of Themiſtecles ſhould be mine. 
One of the /iterat: of Greece offered to communicate 
an elaborate and curious invention; by means of 
which, his memory ſhould be ſo wonderfully ſtrength- 
ende, as to retain whatever he r:ad or heard. My 
friend, replied the hero, © you quite miitake the 


* 7am. iii. 9. That this is the preciſe 6-nification of the 
part ciple yo! may be gathered from 1 Tim. v. 9g. where 
wow is tranſlated having been; and mult neceſfirily refer, not 
to ti e preſent, but to the paſt corlition of the widow. f 


el. H. Ne 10. | ay 
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* way to ſerve me. I want to learn the art, not of 
© remembering, but of forgetting.” 

Afp. If to forget our diſeaſe, were a likely method 
to re/tore our health, I ſhould readily concur in your 
hero's way of thinking. As tliis will hardly be allow- 
ed, I cannot but judge it more adviſeable, to remem- 
ber our diſeaſe, that we may inquire after a remedy. 

Ther. Where is this remedy to be had ? 

Asp. Not on earth, but from heaven.—The ſchools 
of icience cannot diſcover it. The courts of kings 
are unable to procure it. The college of phyſicians 
know not how to * it. But the goſpel of 
our ſalvation preſeribes, ares, and diſpenſes it. 
The language of CHRIS $7 i in his holy word is, J 
will bring her health and cure*. And the 3 of 
our cure is, to be ſenſible of our diſorder. 

Hence we are taught to be hyumble.—To review the 
catalogue of our actual tranſgreſſions, is a mortify1 
employ. But that which lays the foul in the low 2s. 
abaſement, is the conviction of inbred iniquity. This 
ſtrikes at the root of human vanity, and cuts aſunder 
the very finews of ſelf-conceit. Blindneſs in the un- 
derſtanding; impotency in the will; diſorder in the 
affections; theſe are not viſitants, but + inhabitants ; 
congenial with our frame, and ingrained in our con- 
ſtitution. How then—O! how can «ve be vain of our 
moral beauty, who have an hereditary defilement 
cleaving tq; all our faculties? Surely this muſt baniſh 
the Phariſte from our breaſt, and inſpire us with the 
ſentiments of that ſincere penitent, Behold / I am vile]! 
muſt teach us the language of the abaſhed leper, Un- 


clean ] unclea;: || / 


Der. I ſhould think, it would make us melanc holy, 


„ Jer. Anif. 6. 


+ Called therefore „es, iy tor U,. fin that dwelleth in * 
Rom. vii. 17 


1 Job. xl 4. | | Lev, xiii. 45. 
rather 
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rather than humble; ſerve to no other purpoſe, than 
to introduce an aſflictive ſenſe of extreme wretched- 
neſs. ; 
Aſp. Did we intend to reſt here, your apprehenſions 
would be juſt. But we urge the doctrine of original 
corruption, as a preparative for the redemption ot 
CHRIST. | 

It is obfervable, that very few applied to the bleſſed 
FESUS in the days of his fleth, but the ſons and 
daughters of affliction. The levee of that PRINCE 
of peace was crouded by the lame, the blind, the diſ- 
eaſed. Theſe, being ſenſible of diſtreſs, and longing 
for relief, fell as humble fupplicants at his feet. While 
others who were firm in their health, and gay in their 
ſpirits, rejected him with contemptuous ſcorn.—When 
we perceive ene plague of our heart,” and feel thoſe 
worſe than ulcerous ſores, which overſpread our na- 
ture; we alſo ſhall ardently ſeek to the LORD our 
healer. When we find ourſelves ſubject to the curſe 
of the law, in bondage to the tyranny of Satan, and 
liable to everlaſting damnation ; hen the divine PHY- 
SICIAN, and the divine REDEEMER will be precious 
indeed. Whereas, if we remain inſenſible of our mi- 
ſery, the goſpel, which is ſaving health to the contrite 
ſoul, will be an unaffecting ſtory to our ears. We 
may hear it, we may read it, as an amuſing narrative; 
but ſhall not recerve it, as a ſovereign remedy. 
Mer. Not reecive the goſpel, 4/pa/io/ I hardly un- 
derſtand what you mean. I often ſtudy the goſpel ; I 
believe it to be a divine revelation ; and endeavour to 
follow its directions. look upon it, as containing 
the moſt refined ſyſtem of morality ; as enforcing every 
virtue, by the ſtrongeſt motives ; and recommending 
all, by the moſt perfect example. - 

Aſp. To which Pp ſhould add,—as revealing that 
great MEDIATOR, who has fulfilled all righteouſ- 
neſs, to effect our juſtification ; who has allo the ful- 


neſs of the SPIRIT, to accompliſh our regeneration. 
5 D d 2 Otherwile, 
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Otherwiſe, what you mention, 1s infinitely ſhort of 
the geſel.— It brings no glad tiding; to fallen crea- 
tures. It adminiſters no ſuccour to ruined ſnners. It 
is like writing a copy for the blind, or ſetting a taſk 
to the diſabled ; which would rather be an inſult on 
their impotence, than a relief of their diſtreſs. 

The firſt particular I wave at preſent. Only let me 
aſk your opinion of the laſt ; which is a grand doc- 
trine, and a very diſtinguiſhing privilege of the go- 
ſpel. I mean the doctrine and the privilege of /p1i- 
ritual regeneration. Excluſive of which, all your en- 
deavours to poſſeſs virtue and practiſe morality, will 
be no better than endeavours to fly without wings, 
or to run without feet. 

While unimpreſſed with a ſenſe of our original de- 
pravity, we ſhall probably ſit down contented with 
ſome ſuperficial reformation, and not aſpire after a re- 
newal of the heart. Civility will paſs for ſanctity, and 
a temperate diſpoſition for a gracious habit. —Why is 
the new birth, why are all the ſaving operations of 
the bleſſed SPIRIT, diſregarded by ſome, derided 

others? Becauſe theſe perſons are inſenſible of 
their utter inability to all good, and of their abject 
flavery to all evil. Therefore they fee no reaſon. for 
this divine agency, or for that univerſal change. 

You alſo, my dear friend, while unacquainted with 
your natural corruption, cannot apprehend either the 
reaſonableneſs or the neceſſity of being renewed in the 
ſpirit of your mind *. But when experience has taught 
vou the former, you will want no arguments te con- 
vince you of the latter. — Can creatures, who are 
blind in their underſtandings, diſcern the things which 
belong to their eternal peace? Can creatures, who 
are dead in ſin, exerciſe the graces, or diſcharge the 
duties, of a Chriſtan life? Can creatures, whoſe 
hearts are enmity againſt GO D, either delight to ds 


* Eph. iv. 23. 
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his wal here, or be meet for his beatific preſence here- 
atter! | 

Under the influence of ſuch convictions, that new 
birth, which the goſpel of CHRIS I promiſes, which 
the SPIRIT of G OD produces, will appear as ne- 
ceſſary for your ſtate, and be as welcome to your ſoul, 
as theſe gentle deus are neceſſary for the Janguithing 
herbs, and welcome to the thirſty foil. 

Ther. The dews, though refreſhing to the flowers, 
may be too chilly for our conſtitutions. - And ſee: the 
{tar of evening, by proclaiming the approach of night, 
has given us a warning to quit our arbour.— Some 
other time we muſt reſume this 1nquiry. For I am 
by no means ſatisfied, that your theory agrees with 
experience. | 

Aſp. I fear, I have already kept you out too long. 
Let me juſt obſerve, as we go in, — that the doctrine, 
however diſagreeable in itſelt, is conducted to an ad- 
zantageous iflue. It is productive of a much more ſub- 
itantial conſolation, than hiſtory aſſigns to the great, 
but exiled Marius. When he fled, with his ruined 
circumſtances, to linger out the poor remains of hte 
among the ruins of Carthage, what was his chief ſup- 
port? „ Contemplating,” ſays my author, © that 
famous city ap, 5 „ he was the lets afflicted with 
“ his.own downfal *.“ 

We have not been put off with ſuch cold comforts, 
ſuch negative benefits. The belief of original fin has 
a tendency, to make us humble, —to ſhew us our 
need of CHRIST,—to create in us a hunger and 
thirſt after the renewing influences of his SPIRIT, 
and the juſtifying merit of his righteouſneſs. —So that 
it muſt be owing to our own perverſeneſs, or our own 
negligence, if we do not levy a tax upon our %, and 
riſe even by our fall. | 
* Tiopem vitam in tugurio ruinarum Carthaginienfium toleravit: 
cum Marius aſpiciens Curthag inem, illa intuens Marium, alter al- 
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DS TA'L OO UT it 


E fun was fiercely bright, and the ſky without 
a cloud. Not a breath fanned the woods, nor 2 
gale curled the ſtream.—The fields, expoſed to all the 
ery beams, were like a glowing hearth.— The little 
birds, overcome by the potent influence, loſt for 2 
while their tuneful notes. Nothing was heard in the 
garden, but the drowſy hum of bees, and the moet. 
like buz of winged inſects.— All nature ſeemed to Jan. 
£uiſh. The flouriſhing meads looked fickly ; the gay. 
eſt bloſſoms began to fade; the ſprightlieſt animals, if 
not repoſed under ſome cooling ſhelter, panted for 
breath, and hung their drooping heads, amidſt the all. 
ſurrounding blaze and the unfufferable heat. 
Aſpaſio diſappeared ever ſince dinner, and none could 
tell whither he was gone.—Theron, as ſoon as the ten- 
uipage was removed, took his way to the wocd. 
Deſirous of the thickeſt ſhade, he haſtened to the cen- 
tre. Aſi tine walk compoſed the avenue: which, 
after ſeveral windings, delivered him into a large cir- 
cular area: not covered with a Grecian or Roman tem- 
ple, unmeaning imitation of Pagan idolatry ; but ſur- 
rounded with aged and princely oaks : the coalition of 
whoſe branches threw over the grafly plat a majeſtic 
rural dome, and their unpierced foliage imbrowned the 
non-tide hours, | 
In the midſt, and elevated on a ſquare baſe, was a 
ſtatue repreſenting the venerable E/jah,—on his bend- 
ed knees, - with hands ſtretched out, and eyes lifted 
up to heaven. His attitude, his air, his every feature, 
were a moſt lively comment on thoſe ſtrong energetic 
expreſſions of ſcripture ; Tate hold on GOD * ; Wreſt: 


K I. Kir, 7. 


<th 
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with the ALMIGHTY *; Pour out your hearts before 
him + —On one ſide of the pedeſtal, were engraven 
the prieſts of Baal, in frantic emotions calling upon 
their ſenſeleſs deity, and gathing themſelves with un- 
avaiing wounds. — On the ether was exhibited, in 
baſſo-rehevo, the adoring Tiſhbite's altar; his victim 
burning with fire from the LORD, even while the 
water ran from every limb, and overflowed the trench 
below. | | 

A remote caſcade tumbled from a craggy rock. The 
ſtream, after having waſted its ſilver foam in a wind- 
ing progreſs, ſtraggled into this grand arbour. Here 
it juſt appeared, gliding down a gentle ſlope, with a 
flaunting air, and a prattling noiſe. Imprefled, as it 
were, with the unexpected /o/eninity of the ſcene, it 
ſeemed to check its wanton waves, and turned aide 
into a more ſequeſtered path. As ſome heedleſs trifler, 
who bolts unawares into the royal preſence, ſtands 
ſtruck with reverence and awe, or retires with preci- 
pitance and confuſion. 

The deep gloom, ſhedding a kind of night, even 
while the ſun glared in the ſky ;—not a whiſper ſtir- 
ring, among {6 many millions of leaves; and all their 
warbling natives huſhed in filence ;: the ſonorous 70 
of the diſtant caſcade, and the tinkling chime of the 
nearer rill; the profound adoration, and fervent de- 
votion, which lived in the lineaments of the impat- 
boned ſtone :—all theſe circumſtances rendered the 
place prodigiouſly auguſt and ſtriking. Not much 
unlike the ancient oratories , where holy people re- 

tired 

* Colof, iv. 12. Anu c ray rere. 

+ Pfal. Ixii. 8. | 

t It is thought by ſome eminent critics, that, when our 

LORD contianed all night o v ow, Luke vi. r2. the 
hraſe denotes his continuance in an oratory ; a place ſer apart 

Ne prayer, and a devont intercourſe with GOD. 
That there were places of this kind among the Jews, is in- 
D d 4 diſputable ; 
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tired from the giddy ring, and the buſtling croud, 
to ennoble their minds, with ſublime contemplation ; 
where they bid a temporary adieu to the tumultuous 
world, its gay impertinence and ſolemn dulneſs, in 
order to maintain a more uninterrupted communion 
with that mighty BEING, who /teth upon the circle 
of the earth, and the inhabitants theresf are as graſhoppers 
before HIM X. | 

Welcome to Theron was the ſhady bower ; welcome 
the cool aſpect, and the muſical flow of the water; 
but more welcome than all was the ſight of his friend, 


Ciſputable ; and that the opinion is ingenious, cannot be denicd. 
But I very much doubt, whether it gives us the true meaning 
of the evangeliſt.— Having mentioned a mountain, it would 
hardly ſuit his conciſe manner, to be more particular with re- 
gard to the place; neither was the circumſtance ſo important, 
as to deſerve a ſecond mention.—I am apt to think alſo, that 
ſuch a place would have defeated the defign of our SAVIOUR's 
retirement, which ſeems to have been privacy; and that /uch a 
title, as GOD's place of prayer, was wholly appropriated to 
the temple. | | 

I apprehend, we ſhall have a more defenſible, and, I am per- 
ſuaded, we ſhall have a more exalted ſenſe, if we ſuppoſe the 
,expreflion to ſignify,— the copiouſneſs and fervour of our 
LORD's devotion,—the vaſt importance, and the unequalled 
ſucceſs, of this his prolonged and ſolemn prayer: which could 
no way be more emphatically declared, than by the addition 
of the divine name: He continued all night in the prayer of 
GOD.—Sece Aſpaſios remark, p. 342. | 

I. xl. 22. What a noble image is here, and what an ex- 
quiſitely-fine contraſt / GOD, the great GOD, ſitteth on 
thoſe lofty and immenſe heavens, which, at an inconceivable 
diſtance, Tad this penſile globe. From that moſt ſublime 
and magnificent throne, he looks down upon the inhabitants of 
the earth: who,—in all their pomp and ſplendor, —amidſt all 
their admired works and boaſted acquilitions,—are mean and 
impotent in his ſight : mean and impotent as the poor inſects, 
which wander over the parched heath for ſuſtenance ; which 
ſpend all the day in idle inſignificant chirpings ; and, at night, 
take up their contemptible habitation on a blade of graſs. 


who 
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who lay reclined at the foot of an oak, with a book 
half open in his hand, and his eye ſixed upon the ſtatue. 

Ther. I know not, Aſpaſio, whether I mutt make an 
apology, for breaking in upon your retirement; or 
call you to an account, for depriving the ladies of 
your company at the tea- table. ; 

Aſp. Indeed, Theron, J have been ſo much delighted 
with the place, with the companion in my hand, and 
the noble object before me, that I ſcarce obterved, 
how the time ſtole away. And I flatter myielt, it 
you will take a ſeat by my fide, and ſhare my enter- 
tainment; you will be more inclined to excule, than 
to aggravate my fault. 

Ther. Is Tully then (for I obſerve his name on the 
volume) your companion? And can ſuch a devoted 
admirer of the Bible be fo highly charmed with a 
Heathen claſſic ? — St Auguſtine ſomewhere declares, 
that, though paſſionately fond, before his converſion, 
of Tully's writings ; yet, after that memorable change, 
he could no longer reliſh thoſe admired compolitions z* 
becauſe they were not ſweetened, as he exprefles him- 
felt, with the mellifluous name of FESUS. 

Aſp. 1 am far from pretending to tuch an exalted 
pitch of devotion, as that ſeraphic father attained. 
I can ſpend a vacant minute on the delicate odes of 
Horace; and taſte a refined entertainment in Virgil's 
beautiful poem. But when I hear a ſermon, or perutc 
a religious treatiſe, which borrows neither dignity nor 
charms from that amiable and glorious name, I own 
myſelf extremely diſappointed. Without the offices, 
the merits, or the grace of CHRIST, the ſermon 
and the treatiſe appear as defettive, as a body that is 
Pane adorned with the head, nor enlivened with the 

cart. | 

Ther. 1 ſuppoſe then you cultivate an acquaintance 
with the Grecian and Roman authors, in order to im- 
prove your taſte, and poliſh your ſtyle. 

Aſp. Theſe, and, I am apt to think, more conſider- 

able 
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able advantages than theſe, may be derived from an 
occaſional application to their works. They may ſerve 
as ſo many thades, to ſet off, with heightened luſtre, 
the beauty and glory of the ſacred oracles. 

While I peruſe Plato's ornamented page, or liſten to 
Cicero's flowing periods, I am ſomewhat like the per- 
ſon who amuſes himfelf in a gallery of painted flowers. 
He is pleaſed with the curious creation of the pencil; 
but finds none of that delicious fragrance, none of thoſe 
breathing ſweets, which meet him in the garden, and 
regale his ſenſe from the blooming parterre.—So here 
are brilliant ſentiments, and a florid diction ; delicate 
touches of wit, and bold ſtrokes of deſcription. But 
no diſcovery of CHRIST F£8U S, no diſplays of 
his ineffable love,—no overtures of reconciliation with 
the bleſſed G O D. Nothing to yield us ii comfort 
in our preſent fiate, or any joyful! expectations with re- 
gard to the approaching eternity. 

Beſides, when I converſe with thoſe celebrated ge- 
niufes of antiquity, who were at once the moſt erro- 
neous, and the moſt judicious ;—the mo? judicious in 
their taſte of polite literature; the mo/? erroneous in 
their apprehenſrons of inviſible things; they ſhew me, 
what they never intended, the incxpreſſible need of 
revelation. They teach me to ſet a higher value oi 
that ineſtimable gift. I bleſs the diſtinguiſhing good- 
neſs of Providence, which has caſt my lot *, not at 
Athens, but in EMMANUEL's land. I fay, with 
wonder and gratitude, — “ Why did not my exiſtence 
4 commence in thoſe zras of —— dotage? Why 
« was not my portion confined to thoſe regions of bar- 
« bariſm and deluſion? Why am not 1 burning in- 


Alluding to the ſtory of the philoſopher, who uſed to 
bleſs the gods for three privileges :—That he was made, not a 
brute, but a rational creature :—That he was born, not in bar- 
barous climes, but in Greece — That he lived, not in the mort 
uncultivated ages, but in the time, and under the tuition ot Sc- 
crates. "ep 
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« cenſe to idols; payin OO. adoration to ſculp- 
« tured ſtone ; or worthipping, with deteſtable cere- 
4 monics, a ſet of laſcivious, debauched, and ſcanda- 
« lous * deities 7” —Surely, Theron, from every peru- 
{al of thoſe volumes, attended with ſuch a reflection, 
we ſhall ſee the utmoſt reaſon to magnify the tender 
mercies of our GOD; whereby the day-ſpring from on 
high hath viſited us g, and brought us out of darkneſs 
into the marvellous light of the goſpel. 

Permit me to mention another benefit, which may 
reſult from a correſpondence with thoſe maſterly wri- 
ters —The ſtreams may lead us to the inexhauſtible 
fountain; lead us to adnure the only wife G OD our 
SAVIOU R, who has given ſuch a ning vein of 
ingenuity to his rational creatures. As I read their 
works, and am charmed with their beauties, I would 
frequently reflect.“ If the eſſays of a finite mind, 

and the compoſitions of a mortal pen, yield ſuch 
* high ſatisfaftron ; what rapturous, what unknown 
delight muſt ariſe from an uninterrupted commu» 
nion with infinite Wiſdom ? To ſtand,—not at the 
* feet of Homer, and attend the flights of his clevated 
imagination, — not in the preſence of Sccrates, and 
* hear the dictates of his ſagacious ſoul ;—but to 
* ſtand in the courts of the LORD, and before the 
* throne of the LAMB: there to contemplate, with- 
* out any interpoling veil, the counſels of his un- 
** erring providence; to have the myſteries of his re- 


* This, I think, gives us the moſt deplorable and horrid idea 
of the blindneſs * our fallen nature. The Heatheus, even 
amidſt all the politeneſs of their taſte, and notwithſtanding their 
ſuperior advancement in the ſciences, were haters of the rruc 
GOD, and robbed him of his honour : nay, what is unſpeak- 
ably worſe, they paid it to mon/ers ;—monſters of lewdnels and 
treachery, vice and immorality, egious, ſottiſh, almoſt 
incredible ſtupidity! to uerſbip thoſe beings, which deſerved 
univerſal abhorrence ! to deify thoſe characters, which could 
never be ſufficiently detefted ! 
x + Lake i 1, 78. 
«> Avid 
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«« deeming love, laid fully open to our view; and re- 
ceive the brighteſt manifeſtations of all his amiable, 
« his adorable, his unſpeakable attributes!“ 

Ther. Theſe are advantages truly defirable, and e- 
qually obvious. Methinks, it ſurpriſes me, that 1 
ſhould never fo much as propoſe them; and grieves 
me, that I ſhould ſo long be deprived of them. A 
view to ſuch very ſuperior improvements will, I hope, 
render my future intercourſe with thoſe favourite au- 
thors, ſtill more agreeable, and abundantly more be- 
nehcial. | | 

But let me aſk, what paſſage was engaging your 
attention this afternoon ? 

Aſp. The great orator's treatiſe concerning the na- 
ture of the divine BEING“: that pam eſpecially, 
which proves his exiſtence and pertections, from the 
formation of the human body. 

Ther. And don't you perceive, that he is almoſt as 
dehcient in the knowledge of his fubject, as he is miſ- 
taken in his ideas of the ſupreme CAUSE ?—The ex- 
quiſite contrivance and inimitable workmanſhip of the 
human frame, . were, in thoſe early ages, but dimly 
diſcerned. It was the infancy of anatomy; when thc 
very profeſſors had ſcarcely the qualifications of a mo- 
dern pupil. Many of the received notions were child- 
iſh, almoſt all of them ſuperficial. n 

Aſp. Will my Theron then entertain me with a more 
accurate deſcription of this wonderful ſtructure? 

Ther. How could you take occaſion, Aſpaſio, from 
the hint I dropped, to conceive any ſuch expectation ? 
It is one thing to 4//cover, another to correct, what is 
amiſs. Many ſpectators can point out an accidental 
defe& in ſome celebrated ſtatue, or a {mall indelicacy 
in ſome valuable piece of painting, who are abfolute- 
ly incapable of retouching the one, or ſupplying the 
other. | | 
App. Since we are fallen upon this pcint, you muſt 

De natura deorum. i 
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give me leave to renew and urge my requeſt, I ſhalt 
be extremely glad to hear your remarks upon the ſub- 
ject ; eſpecially as you have made this branch of ſci- 
ence, a part of your amuſement ; and not without 
the advantage of anatomecal diſſections. Whereas I 
have very ſeldom applied my thoughts to the former, 
and never had an opportunity of being preſent at the 
latter. | 

Let me alſo obſerve, that our very ſituation fa- 
vours, or rather ſuggeſts ſuch a topic of converſation. 
All the fine profpects of the country are excluded. 
We have ſcarce any thing left, but ourſelves, to con- 
template. And ſhall this be the only theme we neg- 
lect ? 

Ther. It is ſomewhat prepoſterous, I muſt confeſs, 
to pry into the archives of colleges ; to ranſack the 
cabinets of the virtug/t ; to carry our ſearch through 
the whole compaſs of external nature; and, at the 
fame time, overlook the far more ſurpriling curioſities 
which abound in the compoſition of our own bodies. 

Since you inſiſt upon it, my obſervations, crude and 
extemporaneous as they are, ſhall ſubmit themſelves 
to your judgment; provided you will be content to 
receive only a few of the out/ines, and nothing like a 
finiſhed draught. ' 

Aſp. Let me juſt hint, that the more circumſtantial 
your account is, ſo much the more welcome will it 
be to your friend, and fo much the more honourable 
to our common CREATOR. For I really think, 
that Galen's declaration upon this head rs perfectly 
juſt ; which I have read in my favourite commentator 
Beza, and which ſpeaks to the following effect *,— 
Such treatiſes as diſplay the excellencies of the great 
« CREATOR, compoſe one of the nobleſt and 
« moſt acceptable hymns. To acquaint ourſelves with 
his ſublime perfections ; and point out to others his 


* Vid. Brz, Annot. ad Rem. i. 20. 
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infinite power, his unerring wiſdom, and his 
boundleſs benignity; this is a more /ub/?antial at 
* of devotion, than to ſlay hecatombs of victims at 
« his altar, or kindle mountains of ſpices into in- 
* cenſe.” Theron, after pauſing a few RO thus 
reſumed the diſcourſe. 


Ther. When ſome maſter-builder undertakes to e- 
rect a magnificent edifice, he begins with the leſs de- 
corated, but more ſolid parts; thoſe which are to ſup- 
port, or thoſe which are to contain the reſt. This or- 
der, if you pleaſe, we will follow, in n < the 
« earthly houſe of our tabernacle *.“ 

Firſt, you have a ſyſtem of bones, caſt into a variety 
of moulds, enlarged or contracted into a variety of 
ſizes. All ftrong, that they may commodioully o_ 
up the fleſhy machine; yet /:ght, that they may n 
depreſs the animal with an encumbering load mary "uy 
with an internal cavity, to contain the moiſtening 
marrow ; and perforated with exceedingly-fine ducts, 
to admit the nouriſhing veſſels. Inſenſible themſelves, 
they are covered with a membrane + of exquiſite ſen- 
fibility : which warns them of the approach, and ſe- 
cures them from the annoyance, of any injurious fric- 
tion; and, at the fame time, preſerves the muſcular I 
parts from being fretted in their action, by the hard 
and rough ſubſtance of the bones. Their #gwres are if 1 
always moſt preciſely fitted to their uſes. They are 


* 2 Gor. v. 1. St Paul very pertinently compares the bodily 
ſtructure to. a houſe ; and adds, in that ſtrain of godly edifying, 
which runs through all bis writings, our earthly and tent-like 
habitation, 97-7 ona Tv c Referring to its mean original, 
as it was formed out of the duſt; and to its Hort continuance, 
as it muſt ſoon return to duſt again. Being, though commodi- 
ous as a houſe, yet tranſitory as a tent: not like the ewerlafting 
mauntains, which ſtand fixed and rooted to the centre; but like 
thoſe portable tenements, which are ſet up in the evening, are 
taken down in the morning, and then their place is known no 


more. I The perieſleum. 
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generally larger at the extremities, than in the middle; 
that they may be joined more firmly, and not fo eaſily 
diſlocated.- The manner of their articulation is truly 
admirable *, and remarkably various; yet never va- 
ried, without demonſtrating fome wiſe deſign, and 
anſwering. ſome valuable end. Frequently when two 
are united, the one is nicely rounded, and capped 
with a ſmooth fubſtance ; the other is ſcooped into a 
hollow of the ſame dimenſions, to receive the poliſhed 
knob ;z and both are lubricated with an unctuous fluid, 
to yield the readieſt rotation in the focket. 

The feet compoſe the firmeſt and neateſt pedeſtal ; 
infinitely beyond all that ſtatuary or architecture can 
accomplith ; capable of altering its form, and extend- 
ing its ſize, as different circumſtances require. Be- 
ſides performing the oflice of a pedeſtal, they contain 
a ſet of the niceſt ſprings; which help to place the 
body in a variety of graceful attitudes, and qualify 
it for a multiplicity of advantageous motions.—The 
undermoſt part of the heel, and the extremity of the 
ſole, are ſhod with a tough, inſenſible, finewy ſub- 
ſtance, This we may call a kind of 1 
It never wears out, never wants repair, and always 
prevents that undue compreſſion of the veſſels, which 
the weight of the body, in walking or ſtanding, might 
otherwiſe occaſion.— The legs and thighs are like ſub- 
ſtantial and ſtately columns ; articulated in ſuch a 

manner, 

* Mirabiles cammiſſuras habent. Cic. 

+ Styled therefore by the ſacred philoſopher, the frong men, 
Eccl. xii. 3.; and- compared, by the ſame beautiful writer, to 
pillars of marble, Cant, v. 15,—As theſe are the ſtrongeſt parts 
of the body, and the ſupport of all the other, hence, I preſume, 
aroſe that proverbial expreſſion, which occurs in the hiſtory af 
Samſon, y pw Judg. xv. 8. rendered by the Septuagiat, 
not very exactly, wan et ayer; by aur Eugliſb tranſlators, rather 
too vuigarly, hip and thiab. I believe, the word PO lignifies 
here, as it certainly ſigniſies in many other places, what the 
latins call armus; and that the image is taken ſrom ſome ro- 

bule 
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manner, that they adminiſter moſt commodiouſly to 
the act of walking, yet obſtruct not the eaſy poſture 
of fitting. The legs ſwell out, towards the top, with 
a genteel projection; and are wrought off, towards 
the bottom, with neat diminutions. Which variation 
leffens their bulk, at the ſame time that it increaſes 
their beauty. 

The r:bs, turned into a regular arch, are gently 
moveable, for the act of reſpiration. They form a 
ſecure lodgment for the lungs and the heart; which, 
being ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed and important 
organs of life, have their reſidence for:ihed by this 
ſtrong ſemicircular rampart *. The backbone is intend- 
ed, not only to ſtrengthen the body, and ſuſtain its 
moſt capacious ſtore-rooms ; but alſo to bring down 
that communicati nof the brain, which is uſually term- 
ed the pinal marrow. As an open channel, it conveys, 
as a welkcloſed cafe, it guards this vital ſilver ; and, 
by ſeveral commadious outlets, tranſmits the anima- 
ting treaſure into all the inferior parts. Had it only 
been large, ſtrait,” and hollow, it might have ſerved 
theſe ſeveral purpoſes. But then the loins muſt have 
been inflexible, and every man impaled (not by the 
executioner, but by nature) on a ſtake co-cval with 
' his exiſtence. To avoid which, it conſiſts of very ſhort 
bones, cloſely knit together by intervening cartilages. 
This peculiarity of ſtructure prevents dillocation ; and 


buſt and fierce animal, whoſe ſbaulders before, and whoſe thighs 
behind, are broken in picces, Then what miſchief can he do! 
what reſiſtance can he make? Me is utterly diſabled. So that 
the expreſſion ſeems to denote, (and might perhaps, without 
violence to the original, be tranſlated) @ total overthrow, 
- * Thou haſt fenced me, ſecured my inward and vital parts, 
with bones and finews, Job x. 11,—Crates pectoris, is Virgils 
expreſſion. 
+ This is ſuppoſed to be the part, which Solomon deſcribes 
the ſilver 4, and is indeed like a cord, on account of 
its /hape; like ſilver, on account of its celaur, Eccl. xii. 6. 


give 
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gives the main pillar of our frame the pliancy of an 
o/ier, even while it retains the firmneſs of an cat. By 
this means, it is a kind of continued joint; capable of 
various inflections, without bruiſing the ſoft medullary 
ſubſtance, which fills its cavity ; without intercepting 
the nervous fluid, which is to be detached from this 
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grand reſervoir; or diminiſhing that ſtrength, which is 
neceſſary to ſupport all the upper ſtories. — A formation 
ſo very peculiar in any other of the ſolids, muſt have 
been attended with great inconveniencies. Here it is 
unſpeakably ſerviceable ; is both, for workmanſhip and 
ſituation, a maſterpiece of creating ſkill, never enough 
to be admired. | os 

The arms, pendent on either fide, are exactly pro- 
portioned to each other; that the equilibrium of the 
ſtructure may not be diſconcerted. Theſe, being the 
guards which defend *, and the miniſters which ſerve 
the whole body, are fitted for the moſt diverfified and ex- 
tenſrve operations; firm with bone, yet not weighty with 
fleſh; and capable of performing, with ſingular expe- 
dition and eaſe, all manner of uſeful motions. They 
bend inwards, and turn outwards ; they riſe upwards, 
and ſtoop downwards ; they wheel about, and throw 
themſelves into whatever direction we pleaſe. — To 
theſe are annexed the Hand:; and all terminated by 
the fingers : which are, not like the arms, of the 
{ame length, and of an equal bigneſs ; but in both re- 
ipects dilſerent ; which gives them a more graceful 
appearance, and a much greater degree of uſefulneſs. 
Were they all fleſh, they would be comparatively impo- 
tent; were they one entire bone, they would be ter- 
{yinflexible : but conſiſting of various little bones, and 
2 multitude of muſcles, what ſhape can they not ai- 
ume? what ſervice can they not perform ?—Being 
placed at the end of the arm, the ſphere of their ac- 


Called, in Solomon's figurative but elegant ſketch of anato- 
ny, the keepers of the, honſr, Eccl, xii. 3. 
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tion is exceedingly enlarged. This advantagous ſitu- 
ation realizes the fable of Briareus; and renders a 
pair of Ear ds as ſerviceable as an hundred. —The ex- 
tremities of the frgers are en aflemblage' of fine 
tendirons fibres, moſt acutely ſenſible *: which, rot- 
withfianding the delicacy of their texture, are deſtined 
to almoſt inceſlant employ, and frequently exerciſed 
among rugged objects. Fer this reaſon, they are 
overlaid with the nails, a fort of horny expanſion ; 
which, like a ferule, hinders the fleſh from being un- 
gracefully flattered ; and, like a ſheath , preſerves 
the tender parts from injurious impreſſions. ; 
In the miniſtry of the bands, and activity of the 
fingers, we poſſeſs a caſe of the fine/t inſtruments, or a 
collection of the nebleft utenſils ; qualifying us for the 
execution of every work, which the projecting ge- 
nius can deviſe, or the laviſh fancy crave.—To theſe 
we are obliged for the beautiful ſtatues, which have 
often entertained our eyes, in yonder ſolitary walks ; 
and even for that melodious trumpet, which now ad- 
dreſſes our ears, from the ſummer-houſe on the fiſh- 
pond. — Theſe raiſe the lofty column, and turn the ſpa- 
cious arch. Theſeſwell the majeſtic dome, and adjuſt the 
commodious apartment. Architecture, with all her 
ſtriking beauties, and all her rich benefits, are the 
creation of the human hand. —Yielding to the ſtrength 
of the hand, the talleſt firs fall to the ground, and the 
largeit oaks deſcend from the mountains. Faſhioned 


* So very acute is the ſenſibility of theſe parts, that, I am 
informed, it furniſhes the tribunal of inguiſition with one of 
the moſt refined expedients in the art of torture. A ſtrong 
quill, ſharpened by the penknife, and dipped in ſome inflam- 
mable liquor, is thruſt deep between the nail and the finger. 
When the quill has cut its way through the ſhivering nerves ; 
and ſtands planted, like a dagger, amidſt the guſhing blood; 
fome barbaruus hand ſets hre to the extremity, The keen point, 
the flow flame, and both in the ſeat of the moſt lively fenfa- 
uon, put the miſerable ſuſterer to the mo#? cxcruciat ing pain. 

+ Digutis munimina. 7 
Ly 
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by the dexterity of the hand, they accommodate the 
failor with a feating warehouſe ; and circulate, from 
Britain to Japan, the productions of nature, and the 
improvements of, art.—-Obedient to the human hand, 
metals aſcend from their ſubterranean beds ; and-com- 
poſe the moſt ſubſtantial parts of that curious machine *, 
which tranſmits far and near, to the monarch's pa- 
lace, and to the peaſant's hut, ſuch treaſures of wiſ- 
dom and knowledge, as the gold and cryſtal cannot equal +. 

Among the Egyptians, the hand was the ſymbol of 
ſtrength ;- among the Romans, it was an emblem of fide- 
lity ; and I think, it may, among all nations, be look- - 
ed upon as the enligh of authority. It is the or:ginal 
and the univerſal ſeeptre; that which not only repre- 
ſents, but aſcertains our dominion, over all the ele- 
ments, and over every creature. Though providence 


has not given us the ſtrength of the horſe, the ſwift- 


neſs of the greyhound, or the ſagacious ſcent of the 


ſpaniel; yet, directed by the ' underſtanding, and 


enabled by the hand, we can ſubject them to our will ; 


turn them to our advantage; and, in this ſenſe, make 


them all our 02wn,—Theſe hands (ſurpriſing to relate, 


theſe Hort hands have found out a way, whereby they 


can dive to the bottom of the ocean; can penetrate 


the bowels of the earth; and reach from ſhore to 


ſhore. Theſe feeble hands can manage the wings of 
the wind; can arm themſelves with the rage of the 


fire; and preſs into their ſervice the forcible impetu- 


olity of the waters. How eminent Is the dignity ! 
how extenſive the agency of the hand! t would re- 
quire more eloquence, than your orator poſſeſſed, to 
diſplay the former; and more pages, than your book 
contains, to deſcribe the latter. How greatly then 
are we indebted to our indulgent CREATOR, for. 


accommodating us with this noble, this diſtinguiſhing, 


this invaluable member! 


r * The pennen, f Job azo, 1%. 
e reise * Above 
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Above all, is the head; a majeſtic dome, deſigned 
for the reſidence of the brain. It is framed in exact 
conformity to this important purpoſe; ample, to re- 

ceive it; ſtrong, to uphold it; and firm, to defend 
it.—As the head reſembles the generul's tent in an ar- 
my, or the monarch's palace in a city; it has a com- 
munication eſtabliſhed with all, even the moſt inferior 
and remote, parts of the ſyſtem: has outlets and ave- 
nues, for the ready diſpatch of couriers to all quarters; 
and for the reception of ſpeedy intelligence, on e- 
very intereſting occaſion. It is furniſhed with lodg- 
-ments, wherein to-poſt centinels of various characters, 
and appointed for various offices. — To expedite their 
operations; whether they are employed in reconmot- 
tring what paſſes without, or examining what claims 
admittance within ; the whole turns upon a curious 
pivot, molt nicely contrived, to afford the largeſt and 
freeſt circumvolutions. | | 

This ſtately capital is ſcreened from heat; defend- 
ed from cold ; and at the fame time very much beau- 
tified, by a copious growth of Hair: which flows 
down from the parted forelock in decent curls ; and 
hangs, mantling on the cheeks, cluſtering on the 
ſhoulders.— A decoration *, incomparably more del:- 
cate, than any or all the orders of architecture can 


Abſalam's hair was reckoned a diſtinguiſhing part of his 
beauty, 2 Sam. xiv. 26.— The amiableneſs of the church, in 
rae exemplary converſation of true believers, is diſplayed: by 
tue ſame ornament. Thy hair is as a flock of goats, that are 
Len afar 0X, and appear in a pendent attitude from the fum- 
nut of mount Erikad; moſt agreeably adorning the place, and 
detaĩning the ſpectator's eye. Cant. iv. 1. I prefer the expo- 
ſation of Arias Montanus, 13274 gue pendent, gue prominent : 
As ic takes in à cincumſtaucc, Which corretponds with the pens» 
fie polition of the buir ; readers the compariſon more ful/ and 
ra; and is, according to the obſeryation of a moſt accurate 
judge, one of the chief remarkables in ſuch a proſpett ; 
Non ego ves fei bac, viridi proeflus in autre, 

Dina fendere procul de rufe widebe;. _ VIC. 
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fupply; and ſo perfectly light, that it no way encum- 
bers or incommodes the wearer. 

While many animals creep on the ground; while 
all of them are proneaa their poſture, or their aſpect; 
the attitude of man is erect. Which is by far the moſt 
graceful; has an air of dignity, and beſpeaks ſuperio- 
rity.—lt is by far the moſt cammodious; fits us for the 


proſecution of every 


grand ſcheme, and facihtates the 


ſucceſs of all our extenſive deligns.—it is likewiſe at- 


tended w ith the 


ſt ſafety; being; if not lets 


than any other poſition expoled'to dangers, yet more 
happily contrived to repel or avoid them. | 
Aſp. May it not likewiſe be intended to remind us 
of our exalted original, and our ſublime end ? Our 
original, which was the breath of the ALMIGHTY, 
and the ſpirit of the MOST HIGH. Our end, 
which is, nat the ſoil we tread on, or any of its low - - 
productions, but the heaven of heavens, and the thangs - 


that are abeve. 


» 


But not to divert from our ſubject; which, in my 
fnend's manner of handling it, is as entertaining, as 
it is ĩinſtructive.— The bones (to carry on your own al- 
luſion) are only the rafters, the beams, the ſbell of the 
living edifice, You have raiſed the walls, and laid 
the floors; you have made the proper diviſions, and 
left the neceſſary apertures. But, in every finiſhed - 
houſe, the roof is covered, and the rooms are wain- 


ſcotted. The ſaſhes are hung, 


and the doors turn up- 


on their hinges. The grates are fixed, and the ſtairs 
aſcend. Mithin, the lodgings are furniſhed ; without, 
the front is ornamented. All is rendered commodi- 
ous for domeſtic uſe, and graceful to the external 


view. 


Ther. This Tikewiſe is executed by the great, the 
divine ARTIFICER.—Here are ligaments; a tough - 
and ſtrong arrangement of fibres; to unite, the ſeve- 


ral limbs; and render, what would otherwiſe be a dis- 


Ee 3 


jointed 
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jointed unwieldy jumble, a well compacted and ſelf- 
managcable ſyitem.—Membranes ; or thin and flexile 
tunicles ; appointed to enwrap the fleſhy parts ; to form 
a connection between ſome, and make a ſeparation be- 
tween others *. en 30 en; 
Arteries, the rivers of our little world +, or the a- 
queducts of the organized metropalis. Some of which 
aſcend to the head; others ſpread themſelves over the 
ſhoulders; ſome extend to the arms; ſome deſcend to 
the feet; and ſtriking out, as they go, into number- 
lets ſmaller capals, viſit the ſtreets, the alleys, and 
every individual apartment of the vital city. Theſe, 
being wide at their origin, and leſlening as they branch 
themſelves, check the rapid impetus of the blood. To 
ſuſtain this ſhock, they are endued with uncommon 
ſtrength: by per:orming this ſervice, they oblige the 
crimion current to paſs into the narroweſt defiles, and 
diit: ibute itſelt into all quarters. The „ thrawn 
from the heart, dilates the arteries, and their own 
elaſtic torce contracts them, By which means, they 
vibrate, in proper places, very perceivably againſt the 
finger; bring advices of the utmoſt importance to the 
pyhician ; and very much aſſiſt him, both in diſcover- 
ing the nature of dieales, and preſcribi2g for their 
reipective cures.— The larger arteries, where-ever the 
body is tarmed for incurvation, are ſituate on the bend- 
ing ſide; leit, being ſtretched to an improper length 
by the inflection; their dimenſions ſhould be leflened, 
and the circulating fluid retarded. — are not, hke 
ſeveral of the conſiderable veins, laid fo near the ſur- 
face, as to be protruſive ot the tkin ; but are depoſit- 
ed to a proper depth in the fleſh; This fituation ren- 
them more jecure from external injuries. It con- 


The inteſtines are faſtened to each other by the meſentery. 
The breaſt is divided into two cavities by the mediaſtinum. Both 
which are reckoned among the membranes, 

- + A human body was called by the ancients, the microcoſm ; 
that is, a little world, or the world in miniature. oh 
| 4 ce. 


ceals likewiſe : thoſe ſtarts and reſilitions of the pulſe, 
which, if apparent, would diſcompoſe the moſt ſedate, 
and disfigure the moſt comely countenance.—Could 
we caſt our eye upon the river, which runs through 
the neighbouring meadow, we might obſerve ſeveral 
mills interſecting the ſtream. The waters at thoſe 
places, if not entirely ſtopped, drain away very lowly. 
In conſequence of this obſtruction, the lower channels 
would be funk dry, and the upper ones ſwelled into 
a Hood. To obviate both theie inconveniencies, /owo- 
bots are provided; which, carrying off the jurcharge, 
prevent a glut above, and ſupply the banks below. In 
thoſe parts of the bady, which are moſt hable to preſ- 
ſure, much the ſame expedient takes place. The ar- 
teries 1x9/culate ; or, breaking into 2 new track, they 
fetch a little circuit, in order to return and commu- 
nicate agein with the main road. So that, if any 
obſtacle blocks up or ſtraitens the direct paſſage; the 
current, by diverting to this new channel, eludes the 
impediment; maintains an uninterrupted flow; and 
ſoon regains its wonted courſ. | 
Veins are appointed to receive the blood from the 
arteries," and reconvey it to the heart. Small at their 
riſe, and enlarging as they advance, they are void of 
any pulſation, Ia theſe, the preſſure of the cireula- 
ting fluid is not near fo forcible as in the arterial tubes: 
for which reaſon, their texture is con iderably ſlighter. 
Such an exact æconamiſt is nature, even amidſt all her 
liherality n many of thete canals, the curreat, 
though widening contiaually, and acquiring a propor- 
tivaable increaſe of gravity,” is obliged to puſh its 
way againſt the perpendicular. By which circum- 
ſtance, it is expoſed to the hazard of falling back, and 
overloading the veſlels, if not of ſuppreſſing the a- 
nimal motion. For a ſecurity. agaiuſt this danger, 
A parallel inſtance of frugality is obſervable in the arteries : 
whoſe coats are ſpun thinner, as the diameter of the veſſels be- 
comes ſmaller, and the preſſure of the blood weaker. 
) | Ee 4 valves 
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valves are interpoſed at proper diſtances : which are no 
hinderance to the regular paſſage, but prevent the re- 
flux, ſuſtain the augmented weight, and facilitate a 
progreſs to the grand receptacle. This auxiliary con- 
trivance comes in, where the blood is conſtrained to 
climb; but is diſmiſſed where the ſeep aſcent ceaſes, 
and ſuch a precaution would be needleſs. | | 
Here are glands, whoſe office it is to filtrate the 
paſting fluid. Each of theſe glands is an aſſemblage 
of veſſels, complicated and intervolved, with ſeemin 
confuſion, but with perfect regularity. As ſome kind 
of ſieves tranſmit the duſt, and retain the corn; others 
bolt out the meal, and hold back the bran ; ſo ſome 
of theſe glandulous ſtrainers draw off the fineſt, others 
the groſſeſt parts of the blood. Some, like the diſtil- 
ler's alembic, ſublimate *; others, like the common 
ſewers, defecate f. Each forms a ſecretion, far more 
curious than the moſt admired operations of chemiſtry ; 
yet all neceſſary for the ſupport of life, or conducive 
to the comfort of the animal. —M:ſc/es, wove in na- 
ture's niceſt loom; compoſed of the ſlendereſt fibres, 
yet endued with incredible ſtrength ; faſhuoned after 
a variety of patterns, but all in the higheſt taſte for 
elegance, conveniency, and uſefulneſs. —Theſe, with 
their tendons annexcd, conſtitute the inſtraments of 
motion. The former, contracting their ſubſtance, 
operate ſomewhat like the pulley in mechanics. The 
latter, reſembling the cord, are faſtened to a bone, or 
ſome partition of- fleſh ; and, following the muſcular 


The glandulous ſubſtance of the brain, which ſecretes the 
animal ſpirits, | 

+ The liver and kidneys, The former of which ſeparates 
the gall; the latter drains off a fluid, which, being ſufficiently 
known, need not be named. I could wiſh, it had not been ſo 
explicitly and coarſely mentioned in our tranflation of the belt 
of books ; but that we had rendered the original, in 1 Kings 


xiv. 10. Every male; in If. xxxvi: 12. Bat and drink their own 


oxcrements. K 
contraction, 


* 
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contraction, actuate the part into which they are in- 
ſerted. This, and all their functions they execute, not 
like a fluggiſh beaſt of burden, but quick as the 
lightning.—Nerves, ſurpriſingly - minute tubes; de- 
rived from the brain, and permeated by an exquiſitely- 
ſubtile fluid: which, gliding into the muſcles, ſets 
them on work; diffuſes the power of ſenſation through 
the body; or, returning upon any impreſſion from 
without, gives all needful intelligence to the ſoul.— 
Veficles, diſtended with an unctuous matter, in ſome 
places, compoſe a ſoft cuſhion * for nature; in other 
places, they fill up her vacuities, and ſmooth the ine - 
qualities of the fleſn.  Inwardly, they ſupple the ſeve- 
ral movements of the active machine; outwardly, they 
. 1 appearance plump, well proportioned, and 
ceful. | ; | 

The in, like a curious ſurtout +, exactly fitted, 
is ſuperinduced over the whole. Formed of the moſt 
delicate net-work ; whoſe meſhes j are minute, and 
- Waole threads || are multiplied even to a N 
| The 


The calf of the leg, for inſtance : whoſe large collection 
of muſcles, intermingled with tat, is of ſingular ſervice to thoſe 
important bones. It flanks and fortifies them, like a ffrong 
baſtion. It ſupports and cheriſhes them, like a /oft pillow. A 
what is no leſs pleaſing to obſerve, it accommodates and defends 
them on that very ſide, where they moſt frequently reſt their 
a and where they are leaſt capable of being guarded by 

e eye. 

+ Thou haſt clothed me with ſhin and fleſb, Job x. 11.— The 
word ſurtout is uſed according to the French etymology; ſig- 
nifies a garment, coming over the whole body; and is moſt 
beautifully expreſſed by our LORD s Matth. vi. 30. 

The pores of the cuticula. | | 

| The nervous fibres, and other veſſels of the cutis. Na- 
ture is ſomewhat like Solomon's virtuous woman: who it not a- 
fraid of the ſnau for her houſehold, becauſe her houſehold, are 
chthed in ſcarlet ; or, as it may be rendered, are clothed with. 
pairs, have two coats a-piece, Prov. xxxi. 21, (See Gen. vi. 

| | 19. 
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The meſhes ſo minute, that nothing paſſes them, which 
is diſcernable. by the eye; though they diſcharge, 
every moment, myriads and myriads of ſuperfiuous 
incumbrances from the body. The ſteam, ariſing 
from the warm bulineſs tranſacted within, is carried 
off by theſe real, though imperceptible funnels *. Which 
conſtitutes what we -uſually call 1nſenf6ble 8 
Ihe chreads ſo multiplied, that neither 

the ſmalleſt needle, nor the incomparably- nicer ſpear 
of a gnat, nor even the inviſible lancet of a flea, can 
pierce any ſingle part, without cauſing an uneaſy ſen- 
tation and a ſuffuſion of blood; conſequently, with- 
out wounding, even by ſo ſmall a puncture, both a 


nerve and a vein . 


ro. 20. where the word f occurs in this ſiguiſication.)— 
The body alſo is accommodated with a double covering. The 
autermaſt is that foft whitiſh regument, wiiich rites in the puſtule 
of a bliſter. The-innermgft is that reddiſh and exquiſitely - tender 
part, which appears when the bliſter is broke, and the de d 
Kin taken off.. [he firſt is void of ſenſe, and intended to ſcreen 
the ſecond, not only from the ſtroke of injuries, but even from 
che impreſſions of the air, which, mild as it may feel to the 
Heat hed, would be too rough and ſharp for the naked nerves. 

There ſeems to be an alluſion to this partic lar in that re- 
markable expreffion, Stir fer ſtin, Wy. Wa Wy Job ii. 4. 
Skin even unto ſtin; the very inmoſt ſkin, which cannot be ta- 
ken away. without the greateſt loſs, and ſevereſt pain. Yet, 
even this / a man would ſuffer, this pain he would endure, 
in order to preſerve precious life. S 47 | 

\. * Thefe are fomewhere prettily ſtyled cutaneus © chimneys ; 
and no wonder they are imperceptible, if, as Mr Lewenhoerk 
affirms, a ſingle grain of ſand will cover no lefs than 125,000. 

+ A Shad. veſſel at le iſt. Compared with theſe veſſels, the 
fine filmy threads, which, on ſome bright autumnal morning, 
float in the air, or hang on the ſtubble, muſt be large as 2 
bell-rope, or bulky as d cable.—Such tubes, one would think. 
ſhould burft at every breath we draw, or even break with their 
own fineneſs, Yet they are the conduit- pipes, which convey the 
vital fluid from and to the grand reſervoir. And ſo exquiſite, 
ſo admirable is their texture, that they will outlaſt the ſtrength 
of lead, or the heart of oak; theſe wearing away, theſe grow- 
ing ſtronger 7 by uſe. The 
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The veins, either pervading or lying parallel with 
this fine tranſparent coat, beautify the human ſtruc- 
ture; thoſe parts eſpecially, which are moſt conſpi- 
cuous, and intended for public view. The pliant 
wriſt, and the taper arm, they variegate with an inlay 
of living ſapphire, They ſpread vermilion over the 
lips &, and plant roſes in the cheeks. While the eye, 
tinged with gloſſy jet, or ſparkling with the blue of 
heaven, is fixed in an orb of polithed cryſtal, Inſo- 
much that the earthly tabernacle. exhibits the. niceſt 
portions, and richeſt graces ; fuch nice proportions, 
as afford the moſt correct model for ſtatuary; ſuch 
rich graces,. as the canvaſs never bore, as painting ĩmi- 
tates in vain. 4 : 
Aſp. How juſt in itſelf, and how pertinent to our 
purpoſe, is that well-known acknowledgment of the 
ſacred and royal anatomiſt; I am curiouſly wrought f 
* There is a variety, a regularity, and an elegance, 
« in the texture of my body; in the formation and 
* arrangement of theſe bones and muſcles, theſe veins 
and arteries ;—reſerabling, ſhall I fay !—rather, in- 
« finitely — the moſt coſtly and admired 
«pieces of embroidery.” e 
It is one of the fineſt ſimilitudes, which the whole 
circle of polite arts could afford. Vet every compa- 
riſon, fetched from the performances of mankind, 
muſt neceffarily debaſe the noble ſubject. All the en - 
richments, which the needle can give, or the moſt. 


ſplendid filks receive, are rude, are coarſe, are mere 


* Thy lips are like a thread of ſcarlet, Cant. iv, 3. Like a 
thread, for their delicate hape; like a thread of /carlef, for 
their glowing colour. | ; 

+ The original pu ſignifies finely wrought, or elegantly 


flouriſhed with a necdle. The tranſlation adopted by our liturgy 


is, in this place, flat and inexpreflive, , The £ngli/b word; fa- 


ſvioneg, has juſt the ſame inferiority to the beautiful Hebrew 


phraſe; as the badge, tacked upon ſome poor penſioner s coat, has 
to the Har embroidered on a nobleman's breaſt » Pſal. cxxxix. . 


14, Y | 
ſackcloth, 
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\ fackcloth, when ſet in oppoſition to the exquilite de- 
licacy of the fleſhly web. As indeed all the celebrated 
palaces, amphitheatres, temples, which ever adorned the 
moſt magnificent cities in the world, are but a heap of 
confuſion, if compared with the ſymmetry and beauty 
of the bodily fabric.—And, what is beyond meaſure 
marvellous, all theſe wonders of mechaniſm and deco- 
ration aroſe, - not from the purer elements, not from 
the more refined. parts of the creation, —but from the 
duſt of the ground . How eaſily, Theron, can that 
ſtupendous AR TIFICER renew our hearts, and 
transform our ſouls into his own image, who could 
raiſe ſuch delicate and ſtately edifices from particles 
deſpicable particles of the trodden ſoil ! 

I could not forbear interpoling this remark : be- 
cauſe it tends to manifeſt our CREATOR's glory, 
to encourage our hopes, and ſtrengthen our faith. 
Otherwiſc, I ihould be angry with myſelf, for inter- 
rupting your diſcourſe. —Pray go on with your de- 


ſcription of the animal cm/. Only let me ob- 


ſerve, that ſuch a courſe of inceſſant action muſt ex- 
hauſt the fluids ; muſt waſte the ſolids; and, unleſs 


doth are ſupplied with proper recruits, muſt gradually 


weaken, and at length totally deſtroy, the machine. 


Ther. For this reaſon, it is furniſhed with the or- 


and endued with the powers of nutrition. —Teeth ; 


the food, or cut + off ſuch a portion, as the mouth 
can conveniently manage. The hindermoſt, broad 
and ſtrong ; indented like the furface of a millſtone ], 


with 


e LORD GOD formed man of the duſt of the ground, 
i. 7. | 

+ Called therefore, incifivi. 

t Styled accordingly, molares. We find neither of, theſe 
kinds in the new-born babe. As milk is, for a conſider- 
able time, its appointed food, teeth would be of no EY 

X c 


the foremoſt, thin and ſharp; fitted to bite aſunder 
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with ſmall cavities, and jagged with little aſperities: 


which qualify them to grind in pieces whatever is 


tranſmitted to their operation.—Were the teeth, like 
our other bones, covered with the uſual membrane, 
the act of chewing would always occaſion great un- 
eaſineſs; and when any hard ſubſtance is eaten, might 
even lacerate the tender tegument. Were they left 
without any ſort of covering ; they would ſuffer from 
the inclemencies of the air, and be liable to the pene- 
tration of hquors. In which caſe they muſt ſoon be- 
come ſoft and unfit for ſervice, or be corrupted, and 
entirely periſh. To guard againſt theſe diſadvantages, 
they are curioully glazed, or overlaid with a neat e- 
namel ; as white as ivory, and harder than the bone 
itſelf: which renders them an ornament to the 
mouth “; ſecures them from various injuries; and 
exempts them from pain in the office of maſtication. 
As the rims and cuſhions of a billiard- table, keep 
the ball from flying off; and ſend it back into the 
green area, for repeated eſſays of ſkill ; ſo the /zps pre- 
vent the food from ſlipping out of the mouth; and, 
aſſiſted by the tongue, return it to the renewed at- 
trition of the grinders.—While the lips, in concert 
with the cheeks, are employed in this work, their 


the infant itſelf, As it is to preſs the tender nipple for this 
milky ſuſtenance, teeth would be painful and prejudicial to the 
nurſe, Therefore nature has poſtponed the formation of theſe 
fine implements, till they become both neceſſary and beneficial. 
This ornamental furniture of the mouth, is, in the grand 
criental manner, deſcribed by Solomon; Thy teeth are like a flock 
of ſheep, that are even ſborn, which come up from the waſbing, 
t. iv. 2. Growing, not ſingle, like the nofe; not in pairs, 
like the eyes; but in rows conſiderably numerous, {ike a fiock. 
None riſing higher than the other; none ftanding unduly 
prominent beyond another; but all ſet as true, as if they were 
ranged by the compaſs; and making as regular an ende, 
as the flocks that are even ſborn.— They are cleau alſo as the 
fleeces which have no ſpot, and white as the colour of the 

pureſt wool, like the locks fu come up” from the waſbing. * 
motion 
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motion compreſles the circumjacent glands ; and, from 
innumerable little orifices, a thin pellucid liquor ex- 
ſudes : which moiſtens the attenuated food, and pre- 
pares it for more eaſy digeſtion, —When the mouth 
remains inactive, theſe fountains of ſpittle are, in a 
1 Bit, when. it is . either in 
ſpeaking or eating, their moiſture being . 
harly neceſſary, they never fail to give out a algen 


quantity. | . 1 445 

When the ſoldier his carbine, the cart 
could not make its way to the bottom, without the 
protruſion of the rammer *. Neither would the food, 
which we receive at the mouth, deſcend by the force 
of its own weight, through a narrow and clammy 
channel, into the ſtomach. To effectuate therefore, 
and expedite its paſſage, muſcles, both ffrait and cir- 
- cular, are provided. The former enlarge the cavity 
of the throat, and afford a more caſy admittance ; the 


This, and the other ſimilitudes, are undoubtedly foo mean 
for the noble occaſion. Neither do they, in every circum- 
ſtance, quadrate with the functions deſcribed. The motion of 
the muſcles, which miniſter. to the act of degluticion, is dit- 
terent from the perpendicular protruſion of the rammer. And 
it is mentioned, only to demonſtrate the neceflity of me pre 
pellinz force, in order to convey the aliment into the proper 
receptacle. OE ige 

When we deſcant upon a ſubject of ſuch extenſive cor tri: 
vance, and ſuch finiſhed perfection, as the human ſtructure; . — 
is ſcarce poſſible to find ſimilitudes, that will correſpond in a tc 
particulars, or that can riſe to the dignit} of the original. L t 
if they tend, in any tolerable degree, to explain its tormation, WW -. 
to diſplay its uſes, and render its wondertul ceconomy ſome- hi 
ven more intelligible, perhaps they may be allowed to take ; 

e. i + gl 
N hope, it will be remembered, that Theron ſpeaks, not as an 


adept in the ſcience, but as one whoſe higheſt pretenſions are * 
to admire the work, and adore the ARTIFICER. Which * 
acknowledgment may entitle him to ſome candid indulgencs | 
in caſe he thould oſfend agaiaſt the preciſe anatomical exattnels FR 


tin! 


either of ſentiment, or expreſſion, 
| | 3 latter, 
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latter, cloſing behind the deſcending aliment, preſs it 1 
downwards, and finiſh the Ceglutition.—Before, the 
food enters the gullet, it muſt of neceſlity paſs over | 
the orifice of the windpipe; conſequently, muſt be in | 
very imminent danger of falling upon the lungs. 
Which would, if not entirely obltruct the breath, yet 
occaſion violent coughing *, and great inconvenien- 
cies. Io obviate this evil, the all- foreſeeing CO N- 1 
TRIVER has placed a moveable lid, or hung a car- | 
tilaginous drawbridge +: which, when any the ſmall- 
1 eſt particle of food advances to enter the ſtomach, is 
pulled down and ſhut cloſe ; but the very moment the | 
* WH morſc! is ſwallowed, it is ſet looſe and ſtands open. 
« By this twofold artifice, the important paſſage is always 
„ 
ty 
he 


Lk * «£4 ©. 


barred and made ture, againſt any noxious approach-. . 
es; yet is always left free for the neceſſary acceſſion of 
ar, and commodious for the purpoſes of reſpiration. . 
When the maltſter prepares his grain for the tranſ- 
«n W mutations of the brewhouſe; he ſuffers it to lie ſe- 
m. vera! hours, ſteeping in the ciſtern, before it is fit to 
of WW be ſpread upon the 1 or dried on the kiln. The 
l, mcat and drink likewiſe muſt remain a conſiderable, 
time in the //tomach, before they are of a proper con- 
WW tence and temperature, either fer the tender coats, 
"WW or the delicate operation of the Bowels. For which, 
tr · purpoſe, that great receiver is made - ſtrong to bear, 
S aapacious to hold, —and fo curiouſly contrived, as 
to lay a temporary embargo | upon its contents. Here. 
i ti.cy are lodged in the very centre of warmth, and con- 
WF coed by the moſt kindly combination of heat and 
* humidity. Here they are ſaturated with other fer- 


* This is what we experience, when, in eating or drinking, 
any thing goes (as is commonly, and not improperly ſaid) the 
wrong way. | | 

+ Called the epiglettis. . ee BNR 

Wich is quite cent rary to the ceconomy of the gullet; 
though they are not only contiguous to cach other, but a con- 
tinuation of the ſane tube. 82 9 


menting 
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menting or diluting juices; and are kneaded, as it 
were, by the motion of the ſtomach, and compreſſion 
of the neighbouring parts. So that every the minu- 
teſt fragment is ſeparated ; the whole is reduced to a 
tenuity. abundantly finer than the exacteſt grinding 
could effect; and all is worked up into the ſmootheſt, 
moſt nicely- mixed pulp imaginable. From hence it is 
diſlodged by a gently- acting force; and paſſes, by a 
gradual tranſition, into the cavity of the inteſtines. 

Near the entrance, punctual as a porter in his lodge, 
waits the gal/-bladder * ready to transfuſe its acri- 
monious, but ſalutary juices, on the advancing ali- 
ment: Which diſſelve its remaining viſcidities; ſcour 
the paſſage of the inteſtines; and keep all its fine a- 
res clear. —This bag, as the ſtomach fills, is ele- 
vated by the diſtention ; as the ſtomach empties, is 
proportionably depreſſed. The former poſture brings 
on a diſcharge, the latter occaſions a ſuppreſſion of the 
bile. It is furniſhed alſo with a valve, of a very pe- 
culiar, but moſt convenient form +; through which 
the deterſive liquid cannot haſtily pour, but muſt 
gently 00ze.—Admirable conſtruction! which, with- 
out any care or conſciouſneſs of ours, prohibits an 
immoderate effuſion, yet aſcertains the needful ſupply. 

- Sufficiently changed with this adventitious fluid, 
the nutritive maſF purſues its way through the inte- 
tines. Whoſe wonderful meanders are incomparably 
more curious, than the mazes of the Dedalean laby- 
rinth. They are actuated with a worm: like or undu- 
latory motion f; which protrudes the received ali- 
ment, and forces its fine milky particles into the lac- 


teal veſſels. Theſe are a ſeries of the moſt delicate 


ſtrainers; ranged, in countleſs multitudes, all along 


The gall-bladder is ſituate upon the lower margin of the 
liver; and to ſecrete the bilious juice, is ſuppoſed to be the prin- 
cipal uſe of that largeſt of glands, 

F A ſpiral form. 

4 Styled vermicular or periftaltic. 
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the ſides of the winding paſſage. Each ſo nicely fra- 


med, as to admit the nutrimental balmy juices, and re- 
ject the groſs excrementitious dregs.—Had the inte- 
{tines been ſtrait and ſhort, the food might have gone 
through them, without reſigning a ſufficient quantity 
of its nouriſhing particles. Therefore this grandeſt of 
all the vital ducts, is artfully convolved, and greatly 
extended; to afford nature an opportunity of /ifting 
more thoroughly whatever paſſes, and of detaining 
whatever may ſerve her purpoſes. —Leſt ſuch lengths 
of entrails ſhould be entangled among themſelves, or 
be cumbrous to the wearer, they are packed into the 
neateſt folds, and lie within a narrow compaſs. They 
are at leaſt fix times longer “ than the body which 
contains them. Yet are they /odged, not crouded ; in 
a part, not in the whole region of the lower belly ; 
and, amidſt this ſmall ſpace, have ſuflicient room to 
execute the niceſt and moſt important functions.— 
Though the almentary ſubſtance can never miſtake 
its way; yet it may, through ſome accidental impedi- 
ment, attempt to return backward. In this caſe, a 
valve intervenes; and renders, what would be ex- 
tremely pernicious, almoſt always impracticable.— As 
the whole proceeds in this ſerpentine courſe, it is per- 
— ſending off detachments of nutritious juices. 
conſequence of which, it would loſe its ſoft tem- 
perature ; might become rugged, and pain the tender 
parts; perhaps, be hindered from ſhding on to its final 
exit. To prevent ſuch an obſtruction, glands are poſt- 
ed in proper places 4, and diſcharge a lubricating fluid, 
| | | | Which 

* According to this calculation, they muſt meaſure, in a 
pretty tall man, more than Zhirty-fix feet. The ſubſtance of 
the bowels, though thin to a delicacy, is frong to a wonder. 
The ſkin ot an ox- gut, I am told, will endure the blows of the 
gold-beater's hammer, for many months, nay. for ſeveral years. 
+ In the bowels, which lie neareſt the ſtomach, theſe glanus 
are ſmaller or fewer; becauſe in thoſe parts the aliment is 
copioufly furniſhed with moiſture. Whereas, in the bowels, 
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which aids the progreſs of the maſs, and renews the 
ſecretion of the chyle. Till all that remains of the 
one, is clean drawn off; and the other But here you 
mutt excuſe me; and for my neglect of farther parti 
cularity, your author ſhall make an apology ; Luemad- 
modum autem reliquie cibi depellantur, tum aſtringentibus 
fe inteſtinis, tum relaxantibus, haud ſane difficile diftu 
aft : ſed tamen pretereundum eſt, ne quid habeat injucur.- 
ditatis oratis &. 

- The chyle, drawn off by all the ſecretory orifices, 
is carried along millions of the fineſt ducts, and lod- 
ged in ſev commodious cells J. As a traveller, by 
baiting upon the road, and taking proper refreſhment, 
is better qualified to purſue his journey; ſo the chyle, 
diverting to thoſe little inns, is mixed with a thin, di- 
luting, watery ſubſtance, which renders it more apt 
to flow, and more fit for uſe. From hence it is con- 
veyed to one common receptacle ||, and mounts through 


which are more remote from the ſtomach, and receive the food 
d ained of a conſiderable quantity of its chyle, the lubricating 
glands are either multiplied or enlarged. A moſt admirable pro- 
vition! apparently diverſified, according to the ſeveral changes of 
the aliment, yet exactly adapted to the exigences of the animal. 

Cicxxo de nat. Deor.— As Theron avoids meddling with a 
ſubject, which is become uſeleſs and putreſcent. I think my- 
ſelf obliged to imitate his delicacy. Only I would add one re- 
mark in the notes, and ſhall beg leave to expreſs it in Greek: 
that if it ſhould prove, in any degree, diſguſtful; it may 
have, at leaſt, the negative merit, not to offend many readers, 


Exil Ju ra aroyxupusia Ive yipn, antes Tv rv rer oxi » gue, N anmuy n de- 
valor Tpooulale ax5' re . BOCRAT, Memorab. 


+ Fine indeed ! fince their orifices, through which they ad- 
mit the chyle, are not diſcoverable even by the very beſt micro- 
Feopes. To this prodigiouſly-nice conſtructure it is owing, that 
nothing enters the ſubſtance of the blood, but what is ſmaller 
than the ſmalleſt arteries in the ſyſtem ; and thereby fitted to 
paſs through the fineſt capillary veſſels, without cauſing any 
obſtruction. t The glands of the meſentery. 

- | The r:ceptaculum chyli; a reſervatory placed near the left 
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a perpendicular tube. When pro hon or ammunition 
is tranſmitted to an army, it generally paſſes under an 
eſcort of able troops. As this is the immediate ſup- 
port, and principal nouriſhment of the whole ſyſtem, 
its conveyance is guarded and aſcertained with pecu- 
liar caution. The perpendicular tube, not having ſuf- 
ſicient force of its own, is laid contiguous to the great 
artery; whoſe ſtrong pulſation drives on the creeping 
fluid; enables it to overcome the ſteep aſcent, and un- 
load its precious treaſure at the very door of the heart. 
Here it enters the trunk of al vein, moſt con- 
veniently opened for its reception. It enters in 2 
/lanting or oblique direction. By this method of ap- 
proach, it avoids thwarting, and coincides with the 
purple ſtream ; which, inſtead of obſtructing its ad- 
miſſion, expedites its paſſage ; and, inſtead ot being a 
bar to exclude it, becomes a vehicle to waft t.—Ilts 
catrance 1s farther ſecured by a valve, admirably con- 
ſtructed, and moſt happily ſituate : which /uts the 
aperture againſt the refluent blood, in cafe it ſhould 
offer to obtrude itſelf ; but opens a free, fate, and eaſy 
avenue, to introduce this milk, this manna of nature. 
The blood, through every ſtage of its ample circuit, 
having ſuſtained great expences ; being laid under 
contribution, by every gland in the whole ſyſtem ; 
and having ſupplied myriads of the capillary vetlels 
with matter for inſenſible perſpiration ; muſt be very 
much impoveriſhed ; but is moſt opportunely re- 
cruited by this acceſſion of chyle.—Yet though recrutt- 
ed, it is not refined. In its preſent crude itate, it is 
abſolutely unqualified to pertorm the vital tour, or 
carry on the animal functions. Therefore, by a grand 
apparatus of muſcular fibres, it is wafted into the 
langs; and pours a thouſand, thouſand rills into either 
lobe. —In the cells, the ſpongy cells of this amazing 
laboratory, it imbibes the influences of the external air; 
its heterogeneous parts are thoroughly incorporated; 
and its whole ſubſtance is made cool, ſinooth, and 
= F Ff 2 florid. 
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florid.— Thus imprafed, thus exalted, it is tranſmit- 
ted to the left ventrifle of the EARTH; a ſtrong, active, 
indefatigable * muſcle ; placed in the very centre of 
-he ſyſtem. Impelled by this beating engine, part 
ſhoots upward ; and ſweeps, with a bounding im 
tus, into the head. There it impregnates the prolific 
fields of the brain; and forms thoſe ſubtile ſprrituous 
dews +, which impart ſenſe to every nerve, and com- 
municate motion to every hmb. Part flows down- 
ward; rolls the reeking current through all the lower 
quarters ; and — the nutrin- ental ſtores, even 
to the meaneſt member, and the minuteſt veſſel. 

Obſerve, how the ſtately Thames, and the rapid 
Rhine, refreſh the foreſts and the groves; water the 
towns, which croud their banks; and make the mea- 
dows they interſect, laugh and fing. So, only with 
an incompazably-r:cher fluid, and with nie more 
numerous 3 this human river laves the ſeveral 

ions of the body; transfuſing vigour, and propa- 
yh 590 health, through the — 22 N 

Indefatigable.— This is a very diſfinguiſbing, and no leſs 
amazing property of the heart. The large muſcles of the arm, 
or the much larger of the thigh, are ſoon wearied. A day's 
labour, or a day's journey, will exhauſt their ſtrength. But 
the muſcle, which conſtitutes the heart, works through whole 
weeks, whole months, whole years, and never becomes weary ; 
is equally a ſtranger to intermiſſron and fatigue. 

+ Theſe are, what we call, the animal ſpirits ; and it is ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed, that ſenſation is cauſed by the undulatory mo- 
tion of this nervous fluid. Though ſome imagine it is perform- 
ed by the vibratory motion of the nerves themſelves. —Others 
think, that neither of theſe opinions will comport with the 
texture of thoſe fine tubes, or with the nature of the fluid 
they contain.—It is, I believe, one of thoſe myſteries in the 
material world, which may reconcile thinking and unprejudiced 
minds to the myſteries of the Chriſtian revelatic 2. Why ſhould 
any one wonder, to find ſome doctrines in the BIELR, that ſur- 
paſs the reach of human underſtanding; when there are ſo many 
«x erations in the body, confeſſedly and abſolutely inexplicable 
by the moſt acute anatomilt ? 

But 
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But how ſhall a ſtream, divided into myriads of 
channels, and pervading innumerable tracts, how ſhall 
this be brought back again to its ſource? Should any 
portion, like your /ake-waters after a land- flood, de- 
viate from their courſe, or be unable to return, pu- 
trefaction would take place, —a nuiſance would ariſe, 
death might enſue. Therefore the all- wiſe CRE A- 
TOR has connected the extremity of the arteries, 
with the beginning of the veins. So that the ſame 
force, which darts the crimſon wave through the 
former, drives it through the latter. Thus it is recon- 
ducted, without the leaſt extravaſation, to the great 
ſalient ciſtern L. There played off afreſh, it renews 
and perpetuates the vital functions. 

Where two oppoſite currents would he in danger of 
claſhing, a fibrous excreſcence interpoſes ; which, 
like a projecting pier, breaks the ſtroke of each, and 
throws bath into their proper receptacle. — When the 


'wafture is to be ſpeedy, the channels either forbear to 


wind in their courſe f, or to leſſen in their dimen- 
ſions |. When the progreſs is to be retarded, tlie 
tubes are twined into various convolutions 4, or 
their diameter is contracted into a narrower ſize.— 


* Selomen makes uſe of this ſimilitude Or ever the pitcher 
be broken at the fountain; or the wheel broken at the ciſtern. 
The two ventricles of the heart, replenithed with blood, are 
fitly repreſented by a cifern ; and the contractile force of their 
fibres, acts like the water-wheel in hydraulics.— The pitcher, 
which receives the water at the ſpring-head, and conveys it a- 
way for the owner's ſervice, may probably ſignify the aorta, +. 
and the pulmonary artery ; whoſe functions correſpond with the 
uſes of ſach a veſſel, Eccl, xii. 6. 

+ In the point, where the ſtreams, from the vena cava and 
vena aſcendens, meet, 

+ In the great artery, that deſcends to the feet. 

| In every interval, between all the ramifications. ' 

+ In the veſſels, which carry the blood to the brain ; which 


pine viſcous ſ:cretions; and indeed which conſtitute all the 
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Modelled by theſe judicious rules, guarded by theſe 
wile precuations, the living flood never diſcontinues 
its interchangeable tide ; but, night and day, whether 
we ileep or wake, {till perſeveres to ſally briftly 
through the arteries, and return y through the 
veins. 

Such aſtoniſhing expedients are uſed, to elaborate 
the chyle,—to blend it with the blood, and to difiri- 
bute both through the body ; by means of which, the 
animal conſtitution is maintained. In youth, its bulk 
is increaſed ; in age, its decays are repaired ; and it is 
kept in tenantable condition for the foul, during the 
ſpace of ſeventy or eighty years. | 

Theſe are a few, and but a very few inſtances of 
that contrivance, regularity, and beauty, which are 
obſervable in the human frame. Attentive inquirers 
diſcover deeper footſteps of deſign, and more refined 
ſtrokes of ſkill ; diſcover them, not only in the grand 
and moſt diſtinguiſhed parts, but in every limb, and 
in every organ; I may venture to add, in every 
fibre that is extended, and in every globule * that 


flows. 


4p. What a various, but uniform ſyſtem, 1s the bo- 
dy! I ſee the greateſt multiplicity of parts, yet the 
moſt perfect harmony ſubſiſts between them all. No 
one hinders, but each aſſiſts, the operation of another; 
and all conſpire to the benefit and preſervation of the 
whole. — Moft judiciouſly has the great apoſtle touch- 
ed this ſubject; and moſt happily applied it, to illu- 
ſtrate the reaſonableneſs, and enforce the practice, 
both of perſonal and ſocial duties, of private content 
and public concord f. 


The extreme minuteneſs of the globules, which form the 
red part of our blood, is one exemplification of this remark ; 
If, as Mr Lewenh»eck computes, every globule be 125,000 times 
ſmaller than the ſmalleſt grain of ſand. | | 


+ See 1 Cor. xii. 12. c. 


The 
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The body, he obſerves, ts not one member, but many. 
To each of which- ſome peculiar and needful office 
is aſſigned. So that the foot, though placed in the 
loweſt order, and deſtined to ſerve on the very ground, 
has no reaſon to reckon itſelf a worthleſs outcaſt ; 
or to lay, Becauſe I am 1.t the head, I am not of the 
body. Neither has the head, in its exalted ſtation, 
and amidſt its honourable functions, any cauſe to de- 
ſpiſe the inferior limbs; or to ſay, with contempt and 
ſelf· ſufliciency, I have no need of you.—lt there were no 
feet, what would become of the locomotive faculty ? 
Or how could the body convey itſelf from one place 
to another? It there were no hands, what ſhould we 
do for the inſtruments of action? or how could the 
animal frame be detended and accommodated ? — 
Nay, the parts, wwh:ch ſeem to be leſs honourable, are ne- 
ceſſary. Even thoſe which form the ſediments, or 
throw off the dregs, are of the laſt importance to lite 
and its comforts. Should thoſe be obſtructed in their 
action, the moſt raging torment enſues; ſhould the 
obſtruction continue, death is the inevitable conſe- 
quence.— By this wiſe adjuſtment, there is no ſchiſm in 
the body; no ſeparate or interfering ends are purſued 
by the members; but the ſatety and ſupport of each are 
the one undivided care of all. 

Thus ſhould it be among men, and among Chriſtians; 
in the civil community, and in the catholic church. 
There is in both a ſubordination of perſons, but a con- 


catenation of intereſts. For which reaſon, a general 
agreement ſhould take place, and a mutual ſubſervi- 


ency to each other's welfare.— The meane/t have no 
cauſe to be diſſatisfied with their condition; but to 
acquieſce in the unerring diſpoſal of Providence, and 
chearfully contribute their ſhare to the common w_ 
— [he h:ghe/t ſhould condeſcend to men of low eſtate; 
and maintain a regard to the wellbeing of the pooreſt, 
as that which is intimately connected with their own. 
—Ina word, each nn a tender concern for all; 


f 4 rejoicing 


— 
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Te oicing in their happineſs, and ſtudying to eſtabliſh 
it; ſympathizing with their miſeries, and endeavouring 
to heal them. " 
I am fure, my Theron will be pleaſed with this fine 
compariſon, uſed by the apoſtle; and adapted to pur- 
Poſes, at once ſo noble and o benevolent. Eſpecially, 
as it receives additional propriety and force from his own 
obſervations.— But I have one more inquiry to make. 
Your ſyſtem, though organized, though endued 
with a principle of mation, and furniſhed with the 
powers of nutrition, is ſtill deſtitute of ſenſe. The 
creation abounds with objects fitted to yield the moſt 
refined entertainment. The ſun impurples the robe 
of morning, and ſtars beſpangle the curtains of night. 
Flowers of filver whiteneſs, and of golden 1 
enamel the ground. Fruits of all radiant hues, and 
of every delicious taſte, hang amiably dangling on the 
boughs. 


— Airs alſo, vernal airs, 
Breathing the ſmell of field and grove, attune 
13 wading Rader, 1 


But we hear of no capacities formed for the enjoyment 
of theſe various delights. Without which, the breath 
of fields muſt loſe its reviving fragrance ; the whiſper- 
ing grove muſt degenerate into ſullen ſilence ; and na- 
ture's book of knowledge, all fair and inſtructive, be 
no better than a vaſt unmeaning blank. 

Ther. Therefore the great CREATOR, profuſe- 
ly gracious to mankind, has made us a preſent, an in- 
eſtimable preſent, of the ſenſes; to be the inlets of in- 
numerable pleaſures, and the means of adminiſtering 
the moſt le yr 2 

High in the head, bright and conſpicuous as a ſtar 


in the brow of evening, is placed the eye. In this 
poſted in his watch- 
ed proſpect.— 
in thin tuni- 
cles, 


elevated ſituation, like a centinel 
tower, it commands the moit en 


Conſiſting only of ſimple fluids, inclo 


* 
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cles, it conveys to our apprehenſion all the graces of 
blooming nature, and all the glories of the viſible 
heavens. — How igiouſly wonderful! that an i- 
mage of the huge mountains, and a tranſcript of the 
9 Aſiied landſcapes, ſhall enter the ſmall circlet 
of the — Ho ſurpriſingly artful! that the rays 
of light, like an inimitable pencil, ſhould paint on the 
optic nerves ; paint in an inſtant of time; paint in their 
trueſt colours, and exacteſt lineaments, every 1 of 
external objects 
The eye is ſo tender, that a ſlight accident, ſcarce 
Tar by ſome other parts of the body, would 
very injurious to its delicate frame. It is guarded 
therefore with remarkable circumſpection, and the 
moſt ſolicitaus care; with a care evidently proportion- 
ed to its nice texture, and extenſive uſ els. It 1s 
:ntrenched deep in . head; and barricaded, on every 
ſide, with a fortification of bones.—As the in- 
curſion of the ſmalleſt fly would incommode the po- 
hihed ſurface, it is farther defended by two fubſtantial 
curtains, hung on a moſt ſlender cartilaginous rod: 
which ſecure it, not bo rely from blows, and from any 
hurtful attrition, but alſo — every troubleſome an- 
noyance. In ſleep, when there is no occaſion to ex- 
erciſe the ſenſe, but an abſolute neceſſity to protect the 
n, theſe curtains ſpontaneouſly cloſe, and never 
to lie ſhut. At any time, they will // together 
with a motion quick as the alarm of fear, I had al- 
moſt ſaid, quicker than thought itſelf, At all times 
— are lined with an extremely-fine ſponge *, wet 
its own native deus; which lubricate the eye- 
; oil, as it were, its wheels; and fit it for a courſe 
of —— activity. At the endot this Wee man- 


* The glandula lachrymalis and its ducts ; opening c on the 
inner part of the eyelid, and ſecreting the fluid, which Theron 
calls its oil; becauſe it (I the eychall, aud facilitates its 


motion. 
telet 
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telet (if I may uſe the military ſtyle) is planted a rang: 
of briſtly paliſadees v Which keep out the leat 
mote ; ward off even the ſtraggling atom; and mo- 
derate the otherwiſe too potent impreſſions of the 
ſun- beams . 

The brows are a kind of natural pent-ho:y/e, thatched 
and arched with curious wreaths of hair. The thatch 
is intended to divert the ſweat from trickling into the 

es, and offending them with its brine. The arche; 
are ſo finely coloured, and fo elegantly turned, that 
they ſet of the whiteneſs of the forehead, and beſtow 
additional grace on the whole countenance. —Becaule, 
in our waking hours, there is almoſt an inceſſant call 
for thoſe little orbs, they run upon the fineſt caſters; 
roling upwards or dowawards, to the right hand or to 
the lett, with the utmoſt ſpeed, and with equal eaſe. 
Wiuch circumitance, added to the flexibility of the 
neck, renders our two eyes as uſeful, as if the whole 
body, like the living creatures in St Jobn s viſion, was 
Full of eyes before and behind f. 


* The hairs, which ariſe upon the extremities of the eye- 
laſh, grow only to a certain convenient length, and never ſtand 
ia need ot cutting — They are not flaccid and pendulous, like 
thoſe of the head; but //iff and prominent, like briſtlcs. The 
firit ſort would be troubleſome, the laſt is bencficial. — Add to 
this, that their points ſtand out of the way ; thoſe of the up- 
per eye id being beat upwards, and thoſe of the lower down- 
wards.—50 nice is nature, even in ſach ſmall matters! 

+ The inceflant, the more than fatherly care, which th: 
LORD GOD ALMIGHTY takes of his people, is repreſented 
in ſcri 1 by this extraordinary proviſion made for the ſecu- 
rity of the eye: which is one of the fineſt images, that fancy 

can form; and one of the moſt con/olatory truths, that faith 
can believe. He kept him as the apple of his eye, Deut. xxx1i. 
10.— e that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his eye, Zech. 
ii. 8,—The reader will eaſily ſee, that the compariſon, cvery 
way beautiful, is carried to the higheft pitch of energy and 
beauty, by the ſacred writers. Not barely the eye, but the ap- 
ple or pupil of the eye; the tendereſt part even of the moſt 
tender member. t Rev. iv. 6. ; 75 
2214 — 
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The ear conſiſts of an outward porch and inner rooms, 
with tools of the moſt admirable contrivance and fi- 
niſhed workmanſhip. The contrivance and the work- 
manſhip incomparably nicer than the deſigns of Palla- 
dio, or the architecture of Salomon's temple ; though 
the former were drawn from the magnificent monu- 
ments of Rome, though the latter was built in the 
talte of heaven. Yea, ſo conſummately nice is the 
ſtructure of this organ, that G0 D, the only wiſe 
G ON, is not aſhamed to be called its artificer. He 
that planted the ear *, is to be found among the titles 
le of the exalted JEHOVAH.—ln one very remark- 
a! able peculiarity, this minute fabric reſembles that ſa - 
£ cred edifice, the porch being lottier 4 than any other 
0 part of the building. 

e. "The rch | call that femicircular lodge, which ſtands 
Ie ſomewhat prominent from the head; and is not /oft 
te and /anking as fleſh, leſt it ſhould abſorb the ſound, ra- 
* ther than 7 promote the repercuſſion; not hard and ub. 
born as bone, leſt it ſhould occaſion painful inconve- 
e. niencies, when we repoſe ourſelves on either ſide; 
a but of a cartilaginous ſubſtance, covered with a tight 
* expanſion of ſkin, and wrought into jrregular bends 
and hollows : which, like circling hills, or ſurround- 
ing rocky ſhores 4, collect the wandering undulations 
4 of the air ; and tranſmit them, with a "vigorous im- 
pulſe, to the finely- ſtretched membrane of the tympa- 


num . The avenue, Or BAITOW entry, is ſecured from 
| the 


* Pal: xciv. 
+ Compare 1 Kings vi. 2. with - ak lil, 4. 
t Alluding to thoſe expreſſive h fines, where echo ſeems to hoo 
in the ſound, as well as in the ſenſe; ; 


. . "F s TY 


— Vecemque inclaſa volutant "MOI 
Littora, pulſati colles clamore reſultant. . 


So called, becauſe it reſembles a drum, both in figure and 
uſe, Being a fine Kin, expanded upon a circle of bones, and 


over a poliſhed reverberating cavity, —It is affected by — vi- 
ons 
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the inſinuating attempts of little inſets, ag a mora — 
(ſhall I ſay ?) of bitter and viſcous matter; 

to their taſte, and embarraſling to their — n. 
hammer and the anvil ; the ſtirrup and the drum; the 
winding labyrinths x, and the ſounding galleries; 
theſe, and other pieces of mechaniſm, all inſtrument] 
to the power of hearing, are beyond deſcription cu- 
rious. 

Amazingly-nice muſt be the formation, and incon- 
ceivably-exact the tenſion, of the auditory nerves; 
ſince they correſpond with the ſmalleſt tremors of the 
atmoſphere, and eaſily diſtinguiſh their moſt ſubtile 
variations. With the gentle gales that fan us, or 
even with the ruder blaſts that aſſault us, theſe deli- 
cate ſtrings are but little affected. Whereas they " 
perfect unions with thoſe fine, thoſe /ignificant a 
tions of the air, which the acuteſt touch is unable 8 
diſcern. Theſe living chords, tuned by an almighty 
hand, and diffuſed through the echoing illes, and ſa- 
norous cells, —theſe receive the impreſſions of ſound, 
and propagate them to the brain. Theſe + 2 

ence 
brations of the external air, as the covering of the war · drum 
is by the impreſſions of the ſtick.—It is alſo furniſhed with 
braces, which ſtrain or relax it at pleaſure; and accommodate 
its tenſion either to loud or languid ſounds, 

* Of this kind is the auditory tube, intended to /o/ten and 
qualify the ruſhing ſound. Leſt, if the incurſion were direct, 
jp might be too impetuous, and injure the delicate expanſe of 
the tympanum.— While this is deſigned to moderate, the con- 
cavities of the inner ſtructure are prepared to heighten and in- 
vigorate the ſound, by calling i in the auxiliary force of an echo. 
uch intentions, ſo varying, nay ſo 9ppoſite, cancur to form 
this admirable organ 


+ Elegantly ſiyled, 1 daughters of muſic, For this phraſe 
may refer, as well to the organs which diftinguiſb, as to thoſe 
which form, the harmonious accents. ' Eccl. xii. 4. —Methinks, 
.I am always deſirous to add any appoſite expreſſion, or paral- 


1el paſſage from the BinLs. As I find, writers of taſte and 


politeneſs are ſtudious to cmbelliſh their works, with MARY 
om 
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ſence to the charms of muſic, and reciprocate the ra- 
tional entertainments of diſcourſe. Theſe treat my 
Aſpafio with the melody of the woodland choirs, and 

ord me the ſuperior pleaſure of my friend's conver- 
ſation. 

The eye perceives only the objects that are before it; 
38 warns n 4 of tranfaA ions, that paſs a- 
bove us, behind us, all around us.—The eye is uſeleſs, 
amidſt the gloom of night, and cannot carry its obſer- 
vation through the bolted door, or the cloſed window- 
ſhutter. But the ear admits her intelligence, through 
the darteſt medium, and the minuteſt cranny.—The 
eye is upon duty, only in our waking hours; but the 
ear is always expanded, and always acceſſible *; a 
courier which never tires; a centry ever in his box.— 
To ſecure a reſource, in caſe any misfortune ſhould diſ- 
able one of the hearing or ſeeing organs, our all-gra- 
cious MAK E R has given us duplicates of each. 

As there are tremulous concuſſions impreſſed up- 
on the air, diſcernable only by the inſtruments 
hearing; there are alſo odoriferous particles, wafted 
by the ſame aereal vehicle, which are perceivable on- 
ly by the /inell.— The noſtrils are wide at the bot- 
tom, that a large quantity of effluvia may enter; 
narrow at the top, that, when entered, they may 
clole their ranks, and act with greater vigour.— 
Fine, beyond all imagination, are the ſteams which 
exhale from fetid or fragrant bodies. The very beſt 
microſcopes, which diſcover thouſands and thouſands of 
animalcules in a drop of putrefied water, cannot bring 


from the claſſics. And I perſuade myſelf, the reader will al- 
low me to gratify this favourite inclination : becauſe every por · 
tion of that ineſtimable book, however minute, is like the 
filings of gold, or the ſparks of a diamond; is ſure, when 
properly applied, to add worth, and impart beauty. 
* Auditus autem ſemper patet. Ejus enim ſenſus etiam dor- 
mientes egemus, A quo, cum ſonus «ft acceptus, eitam e ſomno 
excutimur. De nat. Deor. 


— cc 
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ene individual, among all theſe evaneſcent legions, to 
our ſight. They fail, in numberleſs ſquadrons, cloſe 
to our eyes, cloſe by our ears; yet are ſo amazingly 
attenuated, that they elude the ſearch of both. Never: 
theleſs, ſo judiciouily * are the factory nets laid, and 
ſo artfully their meſhes ſized, that they catch theſe 
vaniſhing fugitives. They catch the roaming per- 
fumes, which fly off from the opening honey ſuckle; 
and take in the ſtationed ſweets, which hover round 


the expanded roſe. They imbibe all the balmy fra- 


grance of ſpring, all the aromatic exhalations of au- 
tumn, and enable us to banquet even on the 17w1/ible 
dainties of nature. 


Furniſhed with theſe ſeveral organs, 


| Net a breeze 
" Flies oer the meadow, nit a cloud imbibes 


* The keenneſs and ſagacity of this ſenſe, furniſhed the eyan- 
gelical prophet with a beautiful metaphor, to diſplay the accu- 
racy of the MESSIAH's judgment in ſpiritual things, I xi. 2. 

i implies his faculty or ſenſe of ſmelling ; which exprel- 
ſion is accommodated to our language, and properly enough 
tranſlated, ſball make him of quick underflanding. q. d. He 
% ſhall judge, not according to external appearance, but ac- 
«« cording to the ſtate of the inner man. Unfeigned ſelf-abafe- 
«. ment, affiance in a REDEEMER's rightcouſneſs, and 
« faith purifying the heart; theſe endowments, though not 
c obſerved, or, if obſerved, not valued by the world; the/c 
* ſhall be the teſt of his approbation, and the objects of his 
« eſteem. "Theſe conſtitute, what is called in the next words, 
« the fear of the LORD. 


In determining the reality of theſe qualities, he ſhall be 


« unerringly exact, and infallibly true. Let Hypocriſy put on 


« every maſk, and practiſe all her wiles, they ſhall avail no- 


« thing before the ROOT and GFFSPRING of David. (ver, 
« 1.) As thoſe extremely ſubtile effluvia, which eſcape the 
« inquiſition of every other ſenſe, are cafily and perfectly diſ- 
4% tinguiſhed by the ſmell; ſo thoſe receſſes of the breaſt, 
* and thoſe ſecrets of the heart, which lie too deep for all hn- 
« man diſcernment ; even they are naked and open, arc obvi- 


«ous and palpable, to his divinely ſagacious underſtanding, 


he 
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The ſetting ſun's effulgence, not a ſtrain 
Frem all the tenants of the warbling ſhade 
Aſcends, but whence cur ſenſes can partake 


Freſh pleaſure *. 


Another capacity for frequent pleaſure, our bountiful 
CREATOR has beſtowed, in granting us the powers 
of taſle. By means of which, the food that ſupports 
our body, feaſts our palate ; firit, treats us with a plea- 
ing regale; then, diſtributes its beneficial recruits, — 
The razor, whetted with oil, becomes more exquiſite- 
ly keen. The ſaliva, flowing upon the tongue, aud 
moiſtening its nerves, quickens them into the livelieſt 
acts of ſenſation.— This ſenſe is circumſtanced, in a 
manner peculiarly benign and wiſe ; ſo as to be a ſtand- 
ing, though ſilent plea for temperance. Without re- 
curring to the vengeance of G O D, or the terrors of 
eternal judgment, it is a powerful diſſuaſive from ir- 
Ear and exceſſive indulgencies. Becauſe the exer- 
cite of ſobriety ſets the ſineſt edge on its faculties ; 
and adds the moſt porgnant reliſh to its enjoyments. 
Whereas riot and voluptuouſneſs all the appetite ; 
blunt its ſenſibility ; and render the | ir an uy" ex- 
tremely languid, if not perfectly inſipid.— The ſight, 
the ſmell, the taſte are, not only ſo many ſeparate 
ſources of delight, but a joint ſecurity to our health. 
They are the vigilant and accurate inſpectors, which 
examine our food, and inquire into its properties, 
whether it be pleaſant or diſagreeable, wholeſome or 
noxious. For the diſcharge of this office, they are 
excellently qualified, and moſt commodiouſly ſituate. 
So that nothing can gain admiſſion through the mouth, 
till it has undergone the ſcrutiny, and obtained the 
paſſport of them all. 

To all theſe, as a moſt neceſſary and advantageous 
ſupplement, is added the ſenſe of feeling: which ren- 


. ; 7 . . . 
R See that very elegant poem, The pleaſures of magination, 
ook III. 


dcrs 


— -- —  - - 


— —— — —— ͤ— — !!ßä—— — ü — 2 — —— 


464 THERON AND ASPASIO, 


ders the whole aſſemblage complete. While other ſen- 
ſes have a particular place of reſidence, this is diffuſed 
throughout the 2whole body. In the palms of the hands, 
on the tips of the fingers, and indeed through all the 


extreme parts of the fleſh, it is moſt quick and lively; 


as the advanced guards, or ſcouts upon the frontiers, 
are or ought to be peculiarly attentive and wakeful.— 
Scouts did I ſay? The whole army of Xerxes, drawn 
out in battle- array, with his millions of ſupernumerary 
attendants *, were but like a few gleaners ſtraggling 
in the field, if compared, either in number or order, 
with thoſe nervous detachments, which pervade the 
texture of the ſkin, and miniſter to the act of feeling, 
— How happily is this ſenſe tempered between the two 
extremes! Neither ſo acute, as the membranes of 
the eye; nor ſo obtuſe, as the callus of the heel. The 
former would expoſe us to continual pain; render our 
cloaths galling, and the very down oppreſſive. The 
latter would quite benumb the body, and almoſt an- 
nihilate the touch. Nor this alone, but 4/ the ſenſes 
are moſt exactly adapted to their reſpective offices, and 
to the exigencies of our preſent ſtate. Were they 
ſtrained to a much higher tone, they would be avenues 


of anguiſh. Were they relaxed into greater inſenſibi- 
lity, would be ſo many uſeleſs incumbrances. 
Ap. How admirable and gracious is this proviſion, 


which the bleſſed GOD has made, to accommodate 


us with delightful ſenſations, and inſtructive ideas 


Ahe taſte, the touch, and the ſmell, are ſomewhat 


| ftraitened in the extent of their operations. The ear 


carries on a correſpondence with a /arger circle of ob- 
But the fight moſt amply ſupplies whatever is 
wanting in all the other ſenſes. The ſight ſpreads it- 


The ſolciers and attendants or Yerxes, amounted to five 
millions two hundred and eighty thouſand. Another army, ſo 
large and numerous, occurs not in all the records of hiſtory. 
Vid. Hs ROD. lib. VII. 


ſelf 


ſphere and activit 
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ſelf to an mfinite multitude of bodies, and brings with- 
in our notice ſome of the remoteſt parts of the univerſe. 
—The taſte, the touch, the ſmell, perceive nothing 
but what is 'brought to their very doors; Whereas 
the eye extends its obſervation, as far as the orbit of 


Saturn ; nay glances, and in an inſtant of time, to 
the inconceivable diſtance of the ſtars. The compaſs 


of the earth, and the immenſity of che ikies, are its 
unlimited range. 


From this remarkable variety, with regard to the 
of the ſenſes, St Paul forms one of 
the fineſt, boldeſt, and moſt important compariſons in 
the world. By this he illuſtrates the difference” be- 
tween the wiſdom which is derived from the word of 
divine revelation, and the wiſdom which is acquired 
by dint of human application.—In his oration to the 
Athenians, ſpeaking of their moſt celebrated ſages, he 
ſays, If ſo be, they might feel after, and find HIM. 

In his epiſtle to the 7 ſpeaking of the man Mo- 


/es, our author obſerves, that he endured as ſeeing 


him who is inviſible ft. Writing to his Corinthian con- 
verts, he adds, as a farther heightening of the con- 
traſt, We all beholdin ng with open face the glory of the 
LORD f The knowledge of the ph1/o/apher, is like 
that obſcure and ſcanty information, which is to be 
obtained by groping with the hand in a dark night. 
The knowledge of the Chriſtian, is like that copious 


influx of clear and enlarged ideas, which we receive 


by the mediation of the eye, amidſt the ſhining of” a 
bright day. 

Tully, we find, has, in the book before us, hit upon 
ſome of the moſt general and obviouy uſes, to which 
the ſeveral the human body are adapted, Yet- 
how 2 and geficient appears his penetration, 
when we take in che much deeper Ao veries, and 
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the nach higher improvements of our modern ang, 
tomy! Thus, and abundantly more defective, is his 
knowledge of moral duties and divine doctnines ; 
when compared with what is taught us in the plain 
ſermon —_ mount, and the unſtudzed epiſtles of 
„ e tent- maker. 
re, though I would ble the beneſicent 
0b. for the minidration of all the ſenſes, and par 
2 for the noble organs of viſion; 1 would b be 
y thankful for that light of the world, 
CHRIST 7ESU 3 and his glorions guſpel ; a WM 
well as for rituel eye *, by which the noe t 
underſtood, and = athix + ſeen, —a lively faith. a 
would alſo long for that place of beatiſic een 1 
where our views of the adorable GO DHEA b, and - 
our acquaintance with the ſublimeſt truths, will 23 
much tranſcend all our preſent apprehenſions, as the Wo 
moſt enlightened /a exceeds the benighted Gentile, WM” 


Ther. The crowning gift, — that which improves W. 

the ſatisfaction, and augments the beneficial effects, W" 
accruing from all the ſenſes, is /peech.—Speech makes = 
me a gainer from the eyes and ears of other people; W'* 
from the adeas conceive, and the obfervations 
they make. And what an admirable inſtrument, for 
the voice, and modifying it into ſpeech, 
is the tongue /—The tongue has neither bone nor joint; 
yet faſhions itſelf, with the utmoſt volubility, into e- 
very ſhape and every poſture, which can expreſs ſen. 
timent, or conſtitute harmony. This little collection of 
muſcular fbres, under the conducting {kill of the CRE- 
| NE INN y of our words 4. By this we 
4.17 communicate 


of Luke Arie, 45. Then opened he their underflanding, that 
' fhey might unden and the ſcriptures. Sms, is the word uſedin 
this place, and the word uſed by the ey2ngelical hiſtorian, when 
he relates that ſupernatural att, which gave ſight to the blind. 
+ 1 am fenfible, that the glettis has a ſhare, in 
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ommunicate the /ecrets of the hreaſt, and make our 
ery thoughts audihle. By this we inſtruct the igno- 
mat, and comfort the diltreiſed ; we glorify G O D, 
and edify each other *“; the academic expliins the ab- 
ſtruſeſt ſciences, and the eccleſiaſtic preaches the e- 
erlaſting goſpel. — This is licewiſe he efficient of 
ic. It is ſoft as the lute, or thrill as the trumpet ; it 
an warble as the lyre, or reſound like the organ. Con- 
netting the facred anthem with its tuneful ſtrains, we 
ſooth 5 cares, and beguile the toils of life; we 1mi- 
tate the angelic choirs, and anticipate, in ſomg degree, 
their celeſtial Joys. —4s the tongue requires full ſcope 
and an eaſy play, it is lodged in an ample cavity; an 

ſyrrounded with reſervoirs of ſpittle, always ready to 
diſtil the luhricating dews. . It moves under 2 concave 
roof, which ſerves as a founding-board to the voice; 
giving it much the ſame additiqual vigour and grace, 
5 the thell af a violin adds to the language of che 


ſtrings, | 

Wit ,——wonderfully wiſe, and eminently gracious, 
u the regulation both of /pontancous and involuntary 
mation, Was this regulation reverſed, what deplo- 
table inconveniencies would take place; nay, what 


modulating the ſound, and forming the voice. But, as the par 
ture and office of this moſt curious aperture, are very litilz 


known by the generality of people; we chuſe to follow the 
popular opinion, ſo neatly deicribed by rhe poet, | 


- F 


Fegg. N72 


7621 — Daædali lingua, | 
Lingua Jgeratrix verborum, oprfexque lequele. 


Anti-Lucrex, 


Who wauld not bleſt far this the gift of ſpeech, 
And in the tongue s beneficence be rich 7 | 


Gg 7x unavoidable 
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unavoidable ruin muſt enſue! Deplorable inconvenien- 
cres ; if the diſcharges of the bowels, or evacuation 
of the bladder, were quite independent on our leave. 
Unavordable ruin; if the action of the heart required 
the co-operation of our thoughts, or the buſineſs el 
reſpiration waited for the concurrence of our will. 
The will, in ſome caſes, has not ſo much as a ſingle 
vote. In others ſhe determines and commands, like an 
abſolute ſovereign ; nor is there a monarch upon earth 
ſo punctually obeyed, as this queen of the human ſy- 
ſtem. If ihe but intimate her pleaſure, the ſpirits run, 
they fly, to execute her orders; to ſtretch the arm, 
or cloſe the hand; to furrow the brow-with frowns, 
or dimple the cheek with ſmiles. —How eafily, as wel 
as pundtually, are theſe orders carried into execution 
To turn the fcrew, or work the lever, is laborious and 
weariſome. But we move the vertebræ, with all their 
appendent chambers; we advance the leg, with the 
whole incumbent body; we nie from our ſeat ; we 
ſpring from the ground; and though much force is 
exerted, though a very conſiderable weight is raiſed, 
we meet with no difficulty, we complain of no fatigue. 
That all this ſhould be effected, without any toi], 
and by a bare act of the will, is very ſurpriſing. But 
that theſe motions ſhould: be made, renewed, conti- 
nued, even while we remain entirely ignorant of the 
manner in which they are performed, is beyond mea- 
ſure aſtoniſhing.— Who can play ſo much as a ing: 
tune upon the ſpinnet, without learning the difference 
of the keys, or ſtudying the rudiments of muſic ? Im- 
poſſible ! Yet the mind of man touches every ſpring af 
the human machine, with the moſt maſterly ſkill; 
though ſhe knows nothing at all concerning the na- 
ture of her implements, or the els of her opera- 
tions. We walk, we run, we leap; we throw our- 
felves into a variety of poſtures, and perform a mul- 
titude of motions ;, yet are utterly unable to ay, 
* 
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which nerve {ſhould be active; which muſcle ſhould 
ſwell ; or which tendon approximate. 

Put a German flute into the hand even of a ſenſible. 
perſon :. without a maſter to inſtruct him, he is at a 
los to make the inſtrument ſpeak 3 much leſs is he 
able to fink and ſoften the found, to exalt and extend 
it, juſt as he pleaſes. Let we are ſelf taught in the 
method of forming, regulating, and varying the voice. 
Naturally, and with unpremeditated fluency, we 
it the languiſhing cadence of ſorrow, or the ſpri ay 
airs of joy ; the low faltering accents af fear, or the 
elevated tone and rapid fallies of anger. 

The eye of a ruſtic, who has no notion of optics, 
or any of its laws, thall lengthen and Horten its axis, 
dilate and contract its pupil, without the leaſt heſita- 
tion, and with the utmoſt propriety ; adapting itſeli, 
even with mathematical exactneſs, to the particular 
diſtance of objects, and the different degrees of light. 
By which means, it perferms ſome of the moſt curi- 
ous experiments in the improved Newtonian philo- 
ſophy, without the leaſt knowledge of the ſcience, or 
{0 much as any conſciouſneſs of its own dexteri 

| can never ſufficiently admire this multiplicity of 
animated organs ; their fniſhed form, and their fault- 
leſs order. Yet I muſt confeſs myſelf ſtruck with 
greater admiration at the power, the truly-my/terious 
power and ſway, which the ſoul exerciſes over them. 
Ten thouſand reins are put into her hand; ſhe is not 
acquainted with their office, their uſe, or their name ; : 
ſhe hag not learned ſo much as to diſtinguiſh one from 
another: nevertheleſs ſhe manages all, conducts all, 
without the leaſt perplexity or the leaſt irregularity ; 
rather with a promptitude, a conſiſtency, and a ſpeed, 
which nothing elſe can equal! 

Upon the whole—great reaſon had Euripides to call 
the human body, 


Topo Tixovor nancy Denn 
| believe, the preceding obſervations will juſtify us, if 
Gg3 we 
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we give a fuller meaning to the poet, and tranflate his 
words — the infinitely-varied, and inimitably-fne wor. 
manſbip of a 2 1 unnerring ARTIST. Or, 
as Virgil ſpeaks, with a pertinency and a ſpirit, which 
—— all I have faid, and 125 all I would 
fay ; this bodily ſtructure is indeed nen enarrabil 
textum. *, 

Aſp. Wenderfully, L perceive, and fearfully are wut 
made / Made of fuch complicated 3 : each , 
correctly faſhioned, and all fo exaC 
every one executing ſuch curious 2 an we 
of them operating in ſo myſterious a manner; as may 
juſtly render us a «wonder to ourſelves.— Since health de. 
pends upon ſuch a numerous aſſemblage of moving or. 

ſince aſingle ſecretion ſtopped, may deſtroy the fs 
iy temperature of the fluids; or a ſingle wheel clog: 
ged, may put an end to the vital motion of the ſolids: 
with what holy fear fuld we paſs the time of our ſo 
fourning here below ||! truſting, tor continual preſervy 
tion, not merely on our own care, but on that om- 
nipotent hand, which formed the admirable machine: 
that the fame hand which formed it, may ſuperintend 
its agency, and ſupport irs being 4. 
When we confider the extenſive contrivance, and 


* That is, a ſtructure, not barely correct, or highly finiſh 
ed, but (as T heron has elſewhere expreſſed it) beyond deſeriptin 
curious. 

+ Pſal. cxxxix. 14. 

+ $t Paul's language on the ſubject is exceedingly beruf 
and expreſſive, T g eib „. Eph, iv. 16. The 
ſeveral parts moſt nicely adapted to each other, and moſt per- 
fectiy harmonizing with the whole. All afeciated with that 
propriety, and connected with that firmneſs, which are the very 
foundation of Pug vigour, and agility. 

1 Pet. i. 1 

+ Agrecably to that eres maxim, Creatis et conſer. 
vat io cadem eff adtie; and to thoſe {criptural acknowledgments, 
It is GOD who holdeth aur feul in lije ; he is the length of ot 


days his viſitation prolengeth tur ſpiric. 


delicate 
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delicate mechaniſm,—what plans of geometry have 
been laid; what operations of chemiſtry are performed; 
in a word, what miracles of art and elegance are exe - 
cuted, in order to furniſh us with the neceflary re- 
cruits, and the ſeveral delights of life; — is there not 
abundant reaſon to cry out, with the ſan inſpired 
writer, © How dear are thy counſels unto me, O GOD / 
„Thy counſels of creating wiſdom ! thou haſt not 
« been ſparing, but even laviſh of thy indulgent de- 
« ſigns. Thou haſt omitted no expedient, which 
“might eſtabhſh my eaſe; enlarge my comforts ; 
« and promote, yea complete my bodily happineſs!“ 
And is not this a moſt endearing obligation 7 glorrfy 
the blefed GOD, with our bodies, as well as with our 
wats FS 

Ther, Our ſpirits! Ay; what is this manſion of 
lleſh, though ſo exquiſitely wrought, compared with 
the Ry and immortal inhabitant, which reſides 
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That intellectual being; 
Thoſe thoughts, which wander through eternity 4“ 


This conſideration inclines me to think, that, if the 
caſket be ſo highly poliſhed, the jewe/ cannot be ſo ex- 
ceflively coarſe, as my A/pa/io's doctrine of original 
corruption ſuppoſes. 8 

Aſp. 1 perceive your aim, Theron ; but muſt beg 
leave, at preſent, to decline all overtures for a diſpute, 
If my arguments have failed, your deſcription has an- 
ſwered its end.—lI cannot ſuffer my thoughts to be 
diverted from a ſubject, which is ſo very engaging, 
yet ſo rarely diſcuſſed. I have ſuch a ſtrong deſire to 
recollect and retain what has been obſerved, that even 
your converſation will, at this juncture, loſe its reliſh. 
Here therefore I put a period to our diſcourſe, and 
muſt break away from your company, in order to ru- 
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minate and digeſt my notions, in ſome ſequeſtered 
lonely walk. Unleſs you will. permit me, before Ire. 
tire, to make one remark.— And let it not ſtartle my 
friend, if 1 venture to fay, That, amidſt all his cu- 
rious obſervations, he has forgot the principa! circum- 
ſtance of honour and excellence, which dignifies the hu- 
man bedy. 

Der, 1 have omitted many fine and admirable pro- 
perties, I confeſs. But ſure I have not forgot the prin- 
cipal and moſt diſtinguiſhing. | | 

Aſp. You need not be diſpleaſed with yourſelf. It 
argues no defect in your diſſertation. The circum- 
ſtance J have in my view, could never be diſcovered, 
by following the diſſecting knife. It is learned, not 
from Cheſelden's draughts, or the tables of Albinus; 
but from the word of revelation. What 1 mean, is 
this :—The human body was exalted to a moſt inti- 
mate and perſonal union with the eternal SON of GOD, 
He who decorated the heaven with ſtars, and crowned 
the ſtars with luſtre; HE vouch/afed to be made fleſh *, 
and was found in faſbion @s man +.—Nay, this is, 
even now, the apparel of that divine and adorable 
PERSON. He is clothed with our nature; he 
wears our very limbs; and appears in the dreſs of hu- 
manity, even at the right hand of GOD, and at the 
head of all the heavenly hoſts. | 
What think you of another privilege, mentioned 

by the apoſile ? Nour bodies are the temple of the HOLY 
- GHOST j. Not your ſouls only, but your very 
bodies are the ſhrine, in which the high and holy ONE, 
that inhabiteth eternity, condeſcends to dwell. H E, 
who ſitteth between the cherubim, and walketh in the 
circuit of the ſkies, is pleaſed to ſanctify theſe earthly 
tenements, for his own habitation. And is not this 
a much grander embelliſhment, than all their matchleſs 
contrivance and maſterly workmanſhip ? Juſt as the 


1 John 1 14. + Phi". ii. 2, +} 1 Cor. vi 19. 
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a which budded, and the manna which was mira- 
culoully preſerved; the ſacred oracle of Urim and Thum- 

mim, with the cloud of glory covering the mercy- 
{eat ; were a much higher diſtinction to Solomon's 
temple, than the moſt heightened beauties of archi- 
tecture. 

Nor muſt I omit the di gnity,—the —_—_— and 
amazing S is reſerved for theſe ſ 
of fleſh, at the reſurrectian of the juſt. They —— then 
be refined and improved into the moſt perfect ſtate, 
and the moſt beauteous form; ſurpaſſing whatever is 
reſplendent and amiable in the moſt ornamental ap- 
pearances of material nature. They will be purer 
than the unſpotted firmament-z brighter than the 
luſtre of the ſtars; and, which exceeds all parallel, 
which comprehends all nnen, they will be made 
like unto CHRIS T's glorious body * ; like that incoms 
parably-glorious body, which the bleſſed FESUS 
wears, in his celeſtial kingdom, and on his triumphant 
throne. 

When we add all theſe magnificent prerogatives, which 
are revealed in ſcripture, to all thoſe inimitable niceties, 
which are diſplayed by anatomiits, what thankfulneſs, 
what admiration, can equal ſuch a profuſion of tas 


yours ? 
When all thy mercies, O my GOD, © 
My riſin "g ſoul ſurveys, 5 * 


Tranſported with the view, I'm lo 
In wonder, love, and praije { 


* Phil. in. 20, 
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IHE morning had been wet. At noon the rain 
. But the heavens ſtill continued gloomy. 
— Towards 
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— Towards evening, a gentle eaſtern gale ſprung up; 
which diſſipated the dead calm, 2 the fre 
of the ſky.— The fun, which had been muffled in 
clouds, dropped tlie veil. e 
ſhroud, he ſhone forth with peculiar /plengor. 
beams, endeared by their late ſuſpenſion, were auh 
welcome, and produced unuſual gaiety. 

ner wa cture, Theron and Paſo walked abroad. 
ed alternately on terraces 3 one of 
22 was oppoſite to the _— the other conti- 
guous to the — Where the gales, impregnated 
with the fre/ve/# exhalations of nature, breathed the 
ſmell of meads, and heaths, and groves. — Or elſe 
ſhaking the cluſters of roſes, and fweeping the beds of 
fragrance, they flung balm and odours through the air, 
At a diſtance, were heard the bleatings of the flock, 
mingled with the of the milky mothers. 
While more melodious muſic warbled from the nei 
bouring boughs, and ſpoke aloud the joy of — 
thered inhabitants; - and not only ſpoke their joy, 
but ſpread an additional charm over all the landſcape. 
For, amidſt ſuch ſtrains of native harmony, the brea- 
thing perfumes ſmell more ſweet, the ſtreaming rills 
ſhine more clear, and the univerſal proſpect looks more 
GT hen was experienced, what Milton fo delicatcly 
deſcribes ; 


If chance the radiant * with farewell fſeveet 
tend his evening beam, the fields revive, 
The birds their notes renew, and bleating herd. 


Atteſt their joy, that chill and valley rings. 


With wonder and delight our friends obſerved, both 
the exquilite beauty, — the immenſe magnificence 
of things. They were ſtruck with the moſt profound 
veneration of that almighty MAI ES TV, who hung 
— = in azure, and clothed his orb with 


robes 
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robes of luſtre : whoſe right hand / h the heavens , 
and ftretcheth them out as d tent, for innumerable crea» 
tures, worlds, ſyſtems to dwell in .- Charmed th 
were at the conſideration of the CREATOR's boun 
les beneficence : who lifts up the light of his coun- 
tenance, and joy is ſhed; who opens his muniſicent 
hand, and plenty is throughout all the re- 
ions of the univerſe. Inſomuch, that even inanimate 
beings ſeem to ſinile under a ſenſe of the bleſſings: 
and though they find not a tongue to 4 yet ſpeak 
their acclamations by their glaadened 


Ther. How very different, 4ſþa/io, is this delightful 
appearance of things, from your ill- favoured doctrine | 
of original guilt, and original depravity ! Your doc- 
trine is a contradiction to the language of nature. 
Nature ſays, through all her works, That G OD 
« is good, and men are made to be happy.” Whereas 
2 inion would turn the whole world into a vaſt 

oſpital, and make every individual perion, a /eper or 
a Lazarus, | | 

Aſp. I join with my Theron, and with univerſal 
nature, in bearing witnels to the goodneſs of our 
GOD. And nothing, I am perſuaded, diſplays it 
more, nothing manifeſts it ſo much, as the doctrine of 
our fall in Adam, connected with our recovery in 
CHRIST.—Only in one particular I am obliged to 
diſſent, It is not my opinion that would mate, but 
the fin of our forefather which has made, the whole 
world an infirmary, and every individual perſon a le- 


* 

Ther. At this rate, you would croud into that fngle 
act of diſobedience, evils more numerous, and more 
fatal, than the plagues which were lodged in Pandoras 
box, or the troops which were ſtowed in the Trojan 


horſe. 


I. Mei. 4. + if. xk 22. 
Aſp. 


% THERON Ap ASPASIO.. 


p. Far more numerous, and infinitely more per- 
nicious.—The fable of Pandora's box ſcems to have 
been a ſhred of the doctrine, picked up by the Heathen 
wits, and faſhioned according to their ſportive fancy. 
This would, if there was any occaſion for ſuch weak 
aſſiſtance, bring in the Pagan theology, as a ſublidiary 
evidence to our cauſe.—The Trojan horſe poured ruin 
upon à fingle city; but the primitive tranſgreſſion 
entailed miſery upon all generations. 
Ther. You have advanced this heavy charge pretty 
ſtrenuouſſy, I muſt confeſs; but without deſcending 
to facts, or appealing to experience. All the invectives 
= general and declamatory, none pointing and parti- 
eus... | 

Asp. It is eaſy, my dear friend, too eafy to draw 
up a” particular bill of indictment ; and not only to 
Specify the facts, but ta demonſtrate the charge. Ex- 
perience, {ad experience will furnith us with a cloud of 
witneſſes, and prove my remonſtrances to be more 
than invectives. l. n 

Were we to diſſect human nature, as, in our laſt 
conference, you treated the animal ſyſtem, we ſhould 
find the leproſy of corruption, ſpreading itſelf through 
our whole frame. For which reaſon, it is ſtyled, by 
an inſpired writer, the old man *. —0%/d; becauſe, 
in its commencement, it was early as the fall; and in 
its communication to individuals, is co-eval with their 
being, —Man ; becauſe it has tainted the body, infect- 
ed the ſoul, and difordered the whole perſon. 

St Paul, deſcribing a profligate converſatian, ſpeaks 
in this remarkable manner ; fulfilling the defires of the 
Hleſh, and of the mind . By the delires of the fleſh, 
he means thoſe irregular inclinations, which correſpond 
with the animal part of our conſtitution. By the de- 
fires of the mind, he denotes thoſe evil propenſitics, 
which are more immediately ſeated in the intellectual 


| ® Rom vi. 6. + Eph. ii. z. h 
| faculties. 
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faculties. And by both, he very ſtrongly expreſſes 
the total depravation of our nature. | oy 

Ther. What you call evil propenſities, I am apt to 
think, are not really ſinful, but appointed for the trial 
of our virtue. Nay, ſince they are conteffedly natu- 
ral, they cannot be in themſelves evil : becauſe, upon 
this ſuppoſition, G O D, who is the author of our na- 
ture, would be the author alſo of our fin. mn 
Aſp. Then you imagine, that propenſities to evil are 
void of guilt. This is the Popiſh notion, but neither 
tlie Meſaic nor the Apoſtolic doctrine.— in the law of 
Maſes it is written, Thou ſhalt not covet K. The divine 
LEGISLA T OR prokibits, not only the iniquitous 
practice, but the evil deſire.— The apoſtle gives it in 
charge to the Colofians, Mortify your members, which 
are upon the earth ; fornication, uncleanneſs, inardinate 
affection, and, which is the ſource of all, evil concupi/- 
cence +, Now, can that be free from guilt, which we 
are commanded to mortify ? which, if not mortified, 
denominates us children of diſobedience, and ſubjects 
us to the wrath f of GOD? © 

Though theſe propenſities are confeffedly natural, 
they may be evil notwithſtanding. The ſacred writers 
oppoſe what is natural, to what is ſpiritual. Inſtead 
of commending it, as innocent; they condemn it, as 
fooliſh ||, baſe 4, and criminal —.—Neither does this 
make the AUTH OR of our. nature, the author of 
our fin. But it proves, that our nature has ſuſtained 
a deplorable loſs ; that it 1s quite different from its ori- 
. ſtate; that what is ſpoken of the Maelitiſb people, 
is applicable to the Suman race; I planted thee a noble 
vine, wholly a right ſeed : how then art thou turned into 
the degenerate plant of a ſtrange wine ++ ? | 

However, let us obſerve your propoſal ; dwell no 


* Exod. xx, 17. + Col. iii. 5. + Col. iii. 6. 
11 Cor. ii. 14. + 2 Pet. ii. 12. + Eph. ii. 3. 
| ++ Jer, ii. 21. 3 
| longer 


. 489 THERON and ASPASIO. 


longer on general hints, but deſcend to a particular 
examination. As our examination will chiefly reſpect 


the 2 let me iquire, what are her principal facul- 


. The under, anding, the will, and the affe tions. 
Theſe are the moſt diſtinguiſhing pawers, which that 
queen of the human ceconomy retains in her ſervice. 
—Theſe, like the ſeveral tions of ſome ample 
river, run through the whole man ; to quicken, fer 
filize, and enrich all his cunverſation.— But you re- 

ent them bitter, as the waters of Marab; unwhole- 

4 as the ſtreams af Jericho; noxious, as the pot- 
for the ſons of the prophets. 
1 is this a miſrepreſentat on. For ſuch they 

are, till divine grace, like Maes's wood *, like 
Elibu's 5 t, ar the meal | caſt in by that holy man 
of GOD, . heal them, and render their 


2 — 4 
claims A. firſt regard. -—This, 


ANT . to the purpoſes of civil life, is 
unable to diſcover the truths, in ich wiſdom conſilts ; 


or to form 99 from which happineſs flows. 
Let us take pecimen, not from 4 uncultiva - 
ted ſavages of Arie, but but from the politeſt nation in 
x 9 Grecians piqued themſelves on their intel- 
lihments. They termed all the reſt of 
inkind bar arians, Yet eren theſe ſons of ſcience, 
"yp 2 themſelves aoiſe, were, in fact, 190s ref 
ot to enumerate the ſhocking immoralitics, whic 
poets aſcribed to their deities ; not to inſiſt upon 
- > x idolatries, which the common people practi- 
ſed in their worſhip : on their phile/ophers, the moſt 
unproved and Ne were unacquaint- 


penetra 
ed with the very 2 pro proviple 4 of true religion. E. 


ven 
* Exod. xv. 25. + 2 Kings ii. 21, 22. 
122 41. 1 Rom. i. 22. 
4 The firſt if all the commandments it, Hear, O {ſrael, The 
10 RD our GOD is ons LORD ; and ä 
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ven they could not ce, with an unfalterin 
tongue *, © That G OD is oxx.“ | 
ber. With regard to the philoſophers, the prejudi- 
ces of a wrong education might pervert their judg- 
ment; or, in compliance with the | prevailing m 
might adopt cuſtoms, and 
which they did not thoroughly approve. 


LIRD, &c. Mark xii. 29. From which it appears, that the 
unity of the GODHEAD is the foundation of all the di- 
vine commandments, and of all human warſhip. 

* Unfaltering—tor though, in Plato's book of laws, we 
meet with d- Sre—ror d again and again; yet he ſoon de- 
parts from this found ſpeech, and relapſes into the language of 
dolatry. 2 

A 9 and ingenious friend would fain have Socrates ex - 
empted from this charge.--I with, I could gratity his benevo- 
knt temper, and ſpare that amiable philoſopher. But, how- 
ever juſtly he may expreſs himſelf on ſome occafions, at other 
times he wavers ; he evidently revolts ; and is moſt pitiably in- 
conſiſtent with himſelf, —Even in his excellent conference with 
Ariſtademus, where he argues admirably well for the exiflence, 
he cannot ſteadily adhere to the unity, of the GODHEAD.—- 
Nay, in his laſt ſolemn apology before his judges, he 2 
renoumces the truth ; declares that he worſhipped choſe gods, 
which were acknowledged by his countrymen : worluppad 
them, and no other; on the ſame feſtivals, at che ſame altar, 
and in the ſame idolat raus) manner. — No ther : theſe are his 
words, OVH Y , avis 4g, Heac, 3 ro cv vu, dee, ue Ivor ria xa 
daten, vie dee, vl ona or Alt thug ae f SOCRAT. Memorab. 
lib, I. c. i. /ef, 11. 24. 

Let none conclude from this or any other paſſage, that we 
would conſign over all the Heathens to damnation. This is as 
far from our intention, as it is fortigu to the argument, We are 
only like witneſſes, ſummoned to give in our evidence. From 
which it that the very del among the Gentiles were 
ignorant of the true GO D; or, if they knew him in any 
degree, they glorified bim not as GOD; but became vain 
in their imagination, and vile in their worfhip. ¶ hether they 
ſhall obtain meroy, or which of them hall be objects of divine 
clemency, is left ſolely to the determination of their ſupreme, 
unerring, righteous JUDGE. 


— Nou ar un oft tantas componere lites, 


4þ. 


ent to notions 


— 
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. A poor compliment this to their integrity! 
Hi been their advocate, methinks, I few nh 
gen up the ſagacity of my clients, rather than their 
*debty to the cauſe of G0 D and truth. 
With reference to the ſupreme G O 0 D, they were 
equally at a loſs.— There's not one among all the infe- 
rior creatures, not even the crawling worm, or the 
buzzing fly, but perceives what is benefictal, and pur- 
ſues it; diſcerns what is pernic ious, arid avoids it. Yon- 
der caterpillar, whoſe nouriſhment is from one parti. 
cular ſpecies of vegetables, never makes a wrong ap- 
lication to another: never is allured by the fragrance 
of the auricula, or dazzled by the ſplendor of the tu- 
hp; but conſtantly diſtinguithes, and as conſtantly ad- 
heres to the leaf, which aflords her the proper food. 
So ſagacious are the meaneſt animals, with relation to 
their reſpective happineſs! While the moſt celebrated 
of the Heathen ſages were, on a ſubject of the very ſame 
import, mere detards.—PFarro reckons up no lets than 
two hundred and eighty-eight different opinions con- 
cerning the true good; not one of them derives 
it from the true ſource; I mean a conformity to the 
ever-blefſed GOD, and an enjoyment of his infinite 
If, on theſe leading points, they were ſo erroneous; 
no wonder, that they were bewil{lered in their other 


Ther. We are not inquiring into the circumſtances 
of this or that particular nation; but into the ſtate ot 
mankind in general. , - es 

Aſp. Caſt your eye, Theron, upon thoſe ſwallows. 
They ſhoot themſelves, with ſurpriſing rapidity, 
through the air. I ſhould take them for ſo many living 
arrows, were it not for their ſhifting, winding, Wan. 


ton motions. — Are not theſe what you call birds 7 


age © | | 
2 Theſe, and ſome other of the feathered race, 


Ae 
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are our conſtant viſitants an ſummer; but leave us, at 
the approach of winter. As ſoon as the weather be- 
comes cold, they aſſemble themſelves in a body, and 
concert meaſures for their departure. Mh convenes 
the aſſembly,—what debates. ariſe, - or how they com- 
municate the reſolution taken, —I do not prefume to 
ſay. This is certain, that not one of them diflodges, 
till the affair is fettled, and the proclamation has been 
publiſhed, Not a ſingle loiterer is to be ſeen, when 
the troops are preparing for their decampment; nor a 
lingle ſtraggler to be found, when they have once be- 
gun their march. Having finiſhed their journey thro? 
the land, their wings become a fort of ſails *.; and 
they launch, not into, but over the ocean. Without 
any compaſs. to regulate their courſe, or any chart to 
make obſervations in their voyage, they arrive ſafely 
at the deſired ſhore. And what is ſtill more extraor- 
dinary, they always find the readieſt way, and the 
ſhorteſt cut. : __ 
Aſp. The ,ftors in the heavens #noweth her appointed 
lines; and the turtle, and the crane, and the ſwallow, 
obſerve the time of their coming: but my pegple know not 
the judgment f their GOD +. The young ones of 
thoſe birds perceive, : bow abſolutely neceſſary it 18, to 
torfake the land of their nativity, and travel in queſt 
of miller climes. - But our offspring, even hen their 
minds begin to open, are brut ih in their #nowtedge |. 
Born they are, and too long continue, ite The toi 
, colt || : not only quite doſtitute ot Fr 
Gn a | om, 


* Ramigio alarum. Virs. 
MVR I. woos mix 4 Jer. x. 14. A 
4 74 xi. 12. How, keenly. is this compariſon. pointed !— — 
Like the aſs's, an animal remarkable for its ſtupidity, even to 
a proverb Like che %s colt, which. muſt be {till more egre- 
gioully ſtupid than the dam —Like the will aþo's celt, WHC 
not only blockiſh, but ſtubborn, and refragtory 3 neither 
poſſeſſes valuable qualities by nature, nor will caſily receive them - 
by diſcipline.— The tage, in the original, is vet mage og: 
Vor. II. No 1. Hu * 
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8 „N it, and averſe to receive 
it. as they are born, t. o aſtray, and 
Ther. Go aſtray To what 8 TD” but to the 
bad examples they behold ? They catch the wayward 
habit from the irregular converſation of others. 

Aſp. Is not this a confirmation of my point? Why 
are they yielding clay to each bad impreſſion? caſe- 
hardened ſteel to every edifying application ?—From 
iümitating unworthy examples, you can hardly with- 
hold them by the tighteſt rein, But if you would 
affect them with a ſenſe of divine things, or bring 
them acquainted with G OD their Maker, line muſt be 
upon line, line upon line; precept muſt be upon precept, 
precept 8 ; here a little, and there a little *, 
— What farther corroborates my ſentiment, is, that all 
theſe tender toils of erudition are generally unwel- 
come, are too often unſucceſsful, nay, will always 
de ineffectual, without the concurrence of almighty 

e. 

S Bekides, Theron, if this propenſity to evil be obſer- 
vable in all children, it ſeems more than probable that 
the unhappy bias is derived from their parents, rather 


ly touched. The comparative particle /ike is not in the Hebrew ; 
born a wild ais colt; or, as we ſhould ſay in Engliſh, a mere 
wild &c. F . f . 
A great critic has laid down the following rule, to be ob- 
' ſerved in fine writing; TER 
Tit not enough no harſbneſs gives offence, 
The ſound muft be an echo to the ſenſe. 
PIT a Porz effay on criticiſm. 
Never was this delicate maxim more nicely exemplified, than 
in the above-cited paſſage of Iſaiab, chap. xxviii. 13.— Another 
inſtance of the ſame kind occurs in the n yerſe; where the 
language ſeems to mimic the reeling, flraggling, giddy motions 
of a drunkard ; while it iterates and reiterates the idea; ex- 
preſſes the ſame thing, in a different and ſtill different manner; 
with an apparent, and, in this caſe, a ſigniſicant circumrotation 


„ A426 as. 4. Aac_£& GS; G9 En. 


* 


7 12 


DIALOGUE XIII. 483 


than catched from their neighbours; and owing, not 
to the influence of external examples, but to a prin- 
ciple of internal corruption *. Neglect the education 
01 children, and you are ſure to have their manners 
evil, their lives unprofitable, Nay, only remit your 
endeavours, and they loſe what has been gained; 
they ſtart aſide like a broken bow. And wherefore 
this? Why do they not, without the rules of diſci- 
pline or leſſons of inſtruction, ſpontaneouſly addict 
themſelves to the exerciſe of every virtue? juſt as 
the cygnets in yonder canal, ſpontaneouſly take to 
the element of water, and the act of ſwimming. 

That bed in the garden before us, will ſuggeſt the 
reaſon, It has been digged and dreſſed this very day. 
t gow lies ſmooth and clean, Not a ſingle weed ap- 
pears on its ſurface. Yet how certainly will it, in a 
yery little time, produce a plenteous growth of thoſe 
vegetable nuiſances '—Whence can this proceed? No 
band will ſow them. No with will invite them. But 
the ſeeds, though unperceived by any eye, are already 
there. Diffeminatad by the winds, they have mixed 
themſelyes with the mold, and are ſunk into the ſoil. 
So, juſt ſo it is with our children. The feeds of 
iniquity are 20:hjn + them; and unleſs proper dili - 


* $t Paul confeſſes, that he and his fellow-ſaints were, in 
their unconverted ſtate, depraved : and this, not % my =," by 
ſtem, or habit, but te by nature, Eph. ii. 3, | 


+ Whoever chuſes to examine the ſeeds, the poiſonous ſeeds, 
Fhich are lodged in this nurſery of all evil, may fee a ſample 
of them in our LOR D's deſcription, Mart vi. 20. 21. 22, 
?}.; where he characterizes the heart, not barely of the hy - 
pocritical Phariſee, or the abandoned publican, but of man- 
kind in general. — After ſuch an I ſhall I mentjon the 
timogy of Seneca? We arc allowed to glean the grapes, when 
the vintage is gathered. In ſuch a view I would duce the 
Phil ſopher after the SAVIOUR. Omnia in vitia 


ſunt ; fed non omnia in fingulis extant. DE BRN Ey. lib, IV, 
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gence be exerted by us, unleſs 22 aſüſtance be 
vouchiſafed from above, they will aſſurcdly ſpring up, * 


over- run their fouls, and diſhonour their lives. In 
Wer. Let us leave the children, and make men the M i! 
ſubject of our inquiry. tl 


4. In this reſpect, Theren, | 
Men are but children of a larger growth. 


We may leave the veſt or hanging-ſleeve coat, but we 
ſhall ſtill find the follies of the child. —In youth, what MW tt 
low ambition and fondneſs for deſpicable pleaſures. W 
In manbaad, what a keen purſuit of tranſitory wealth, W © 
yet what a cold inattention to GO D and holineſs :- n 
Men, and men too of the greateſt abilities, whoſe pe- n 
netration on other ſubjects is piercing as the cagle's M 
fight, are, on the moſt important points, b/ind as the il 
incaverned mole. | | | th 
Ther. What! is the underſtanding like the mot MW i 
dint-ſighted animal, when lodged in her darkeſt retire. MW be 
ment? that ſublime faculty of the foul ; which lends m 
her eye to all the reſt ; fits at the helm, and direct: co 
their motions ! A 
Aſp. You remember, I preſume, that beautiful paſ- 
ſage in Milton *; which Mr Addi/on ſo highly admires, fre 
and ſo judiciouſly illuſtrates. The * FT mean, 00. 
where the archangel Michael comes down, to adver- Jet 
tiſe Adam of future events, and to execute the ſentence an 
of divine juſtice. | . is 
Ther, I remember it perfectly well, —In the eaſt, the Y fu 
great light of day lies under an eclipſe. In the welt, 2 ** 
bright cloud deſcends; filled with anhoſt of angels, and 
more luminous than the ſun itſelf. The whole theatre fu 
of nature is darkened, that this glorious machine may 
appear in all its magnificence and beauty.—From this 
radiant chariot the Potentate of heaven alights, and ad- 
vances with a majeſtic ſtatelineſs to mect Adam. 


7 * Bock XI. 203. GC. 


40. 


P, 


meafarable diſtance, and /eſſined 


' fume, eourts our 
AU T HO . Nor à bird that warbles, nor a brook 
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4%. Should you ſee ſuch an auguſt perfonage, a- 
lighting from ſuch a ſplendid chariot, and walking 
amidſt the thronged ſtreets of a city? hould you be- 
hold every one jutent upon his bulineſs or diverſions, 
truck with no ace, paying no reverential regard to 
this celeſtial viſitant; what would you think ? 

Ther. I ſhould certainly ſuſpect, that ſome ſuperior 


power had drawn a bei over their ſight, and hid this 


wonderful ſpectacle from their view. 

Aſp. Such is really - caſe with all mankind dy na- 
ture, and with the of people, during their 
whole hfe.—-G , the inſinitely- great G O D, is in 
every place. Yet how few advert to his preſence ! P All 


nature exhibits him to their ſenſes; yet perhaps he is 


not in any of their thoughts. 
The ſun clothed in tranſcendent b 
illuſtriouſty difplays his MAKER's as 


{s, moſt 
'The moon, 


though drefled in fainter beams, has luſtre enough to 


thew us the adorable DE IT V, and his marvellous 
perfections. The ſtars, fixed as they are at an un- 
almoſt” to a point, 
come in with their evidence; and magnify their CRE- 
ATOR to a gazing but unaffected 


The air «whiſpers his clemency in the gentle, the re- 


ireſhing gales of ſpring, If we take no notice of this 
ſoft perſuaſive addreſs, the tone is elevated; the ma- 


jeſty of JEHOVAH founds aloud, in roaring winds, 
and rending ſtorms.” Yet beth expedients fail. Man 
is like the deaf adder, that ſtoppeth her ears. Ile re- 
fuſeth to hear the voice of the charmers, charm: they 
never ſo ſweetly, nover ſb forcibly. - 


Lach flower, arrayed in beauty and breathing per- 
tions for its inſinitely-amiable 


that murmurs, but invites our e, or chides our 
ingratitude.— Alt the claſſes of fruits depoſit their at- 
teſtation on our palates, yet ſeldom reach our hearts. 


| bing: give us a proof of 3 divine beniguity, a t 
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as undeniable as it is pleaſing, and too often as 1nefec- 
tual alſo. | 
In ſhort, the whole creation is a kind of magnik- 
cent embaſſy from its almighty LORD; deputed ti 
proclaim his excellencies, and demand our homage, Yet 
who has not diſre the former, and with-held 
the latter? How few walk, as ſeeing HIM that is 
inviſible, or have fellowſhip with the FATHER of ſp+ 
rits? though to walk before him, is our 280% dignity; 
and to have fellowſhip with him, is our only felicity ? 
Ther. This is owing to inattention, rather than to 


any blindneſs or defect in man's underſtanding. The 


many works of genius, which have been produced in 
various ages, are an abundant proof of his intellectual 
capacity.—Have not the ſeas been traverſed, and the 
ſkies meaſured? Has not the earth been diſembowelled 
of its choice treaſures ; while its ſurface is beautified 
with towns, cities, palaces innumerable ?—What fine 
arts are invented and exerciſed; and to what a pitch 
of perfection are they carried ? Arts that ſeem, it not 
to exceed, at leaſt to rival nature. It was the under- 


ſtanding, Which formed all theſe great deſigns. It was 


the underſtanding, which contrived the means, and 


conducted the execution.—And are not theſe unque- 


ſtionable evidences of her very ſuperior abilities? 


Ap. Then ſhe is like ſome great empreſs, who con- 


quers half the world, but is unable to rule herſelf; 
who extends her regulations into foreign climes, while 
her domeſtic affairs are involved in confuſion.—Do 
you doubt the reality of this remark ? Set yourſelf to 
meditate upon the moſt intereſting truths. How « 


tory, how incoherent are your thopghts ?—Charge 


them to be collected. They diſobey your orders-- 


Rally the undiſciplined vagrants. in they deſert 


the taſk, —Exert all your power, and keep them cloſe 
to their buſineſs, Still they elude your endeavours. 


Ide other day, I c not forbear ſmiling at 
little adyenturę of your youngeſt ſon's. Some 2 
| E if #4 ; eo 


Po » = 


Eo Mp As => 


— 


a 8 B88 NS PEREDTzyYSE 80 


DIALOGUE XIII. 487 


filver, which happened to be ſpilt upon the floor, part- 
ed into ſeveral globules. The ſhining balls looked ſo 
rettily, he longed to make them his own. But when 
he offered to them up, they ſlipt from his hand. 
As ſoon as he renewed the e ſo * he met 
with a diſappointment. The cloſer he ſtrove to 
them, the more ſpeedily they eſcaped from his N 
He ſeemed at firſt to be amazed, then became quite 
angry, that the little fugitives ſhould fo conſtantly 
baffle his repeated efforts. Thus unmanageable I very 
often find my own thoughts. If yours are under no 
better regimen, this may convince us both, that all is 
not according to the original creation. 

We apply ourſelves to converſe with the everlaſting 
GOD in prayer. Here one would expect to have the 
thoughts all clearneſs, and all compoſure. But here 
we are not ſuffictent of ourſelves to think any thing as of 
orſelves . All thoſe holy ideas, which create reve- 
rence, or ſtrengthen faith, or quicken love, come 
from the FATHER of lights. Should HE with» 
draw his influence, all will be dull, and: dark, and 
dead. It may be we are ſomewhat enliyened in this 
facred exerciſe ; before we are aware, perhaps in the 
very midſt of the ſolemn office, our attention is diſi- 
pated ; and not diſſipated only, but {cattered' to the 
ends of the earth. The G OD of all glory is forſaken, 
and the-devotion paid to ſome ſenſeleſs fappery. A 
malefactor, begging his life at the knees of his ſove · 
reign; and diſcontinuing his ſuit, in order to careſs a 
lap-dog, or purſue a butterfly ; is. but a faint image of 
the vanity which attends our devotional ſervices.— 
Reaſon, which ought to correct theſe bende is 
treated like the incredulous lord; who, inſtead of con- 
MI trolling the unruly multitude, was overborne by their 
u impetuoſity, and trodden under foot r. 

. Since then the reins are {track out of our hands, 
and we haye loſt the rule over our own faculties ; 
| * 2 Cox. ii. 5. | + 2 Kings vii. 7. 
H þ 4 ſurely 
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furely we are in a ſtate diſſerent, Very diflerent from 
our * td conftitutron. 

However inſenſible to refined ſpeculation, the 
naderſbitidibg; when ratereft'1 is in the eaſe, is appre- 
henfive enough. 

' Aſp. In temporal &, Hot in RT s Vb 
younger brother, Theron, is a merchant, We will ſu 
poſe him at the fea· ide; within a fmall diſtance of the 
veſſel, on which a conſiderable art of his fubſtance is 
embarked. We will ſuppoſe the veſſel in te utmoſt 
diſtrels, ready to founder with her leaks, or to ſtrike 
upon the rocks.—If he' diſcovers no ſign of concern, 
calls in no aſſiſtance from the country, makes no effort 
to ſave the crew, and ſecure the ; would you 
not think" him bereaved of his und anding, or de- 
pPrived of his fight Could you conceive a more fa- 
vourable opinion of his eyes or his intellect; if, in- 
ſtead of trying every method to prevent a ſhipwreck, 
he ſhould amuſe himſelf with picking /ells from the 
ocean, or drawing figures on the ſand? 

We, and every one of our fellow · creatures, have 
an intereſt in Jeopardy, un unfpeakably more precious, 
than all the rick lading of à thoufand fleets, Our 
ſouls, our immortal ſpuls, are expoſed, every ok 
every hour, to the peri] of everlaſting deſtruftion. 
very temptation is threatening to therr endleſs — 
as a ridge of craggy rocks to a ſhip that drives before 
the ſtren e. Vet how unconcerned' are man- 
Kind? here is their holy fear? where their godly 
? where their | circymſpedtion?” Ra- 
ther what a gay inſenſebility is obſervable in their be- 
haviour? Or elſe, what # lifeleſs formality prevails in 
their ſupplications? their ee 10 that ab 
bees EING, who alone is able to fave and to de- 
ſtroy Was not the human underſtanding, both dark- 
ened and benumbed, we thould ſee our neighbours, 
Called therefore hs the apoſtle, 22 10 , N oppo- 
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we ſhoule feel ourſelves awakened; into much the 


ame carneſt ſolicitude, as the diſciples expreſſed, 
when, perceiving the waves boiſterous, pd their bark 
ſinking, they eried, EORD! fave us ! we periſh?" © 
But alas! in things of an unſeen nature; haſh 
eternal- conſequence, intereſt, that Habituak dart! 3 
cvery heart, loſes its engaging influence.” Nay, wh 
eternity, all-important . is at fake, even Fae 
preſervation is frarce any longer een principle. 
What can be more deplsrables and, it we admit 
not the doctrine of "originaF corruption, what ſo yt? 
confitabls* | 
Wer. This, I myſt confeſs; is true with regard to 
* unthinking rabble.” To them may he accbmmo- 
dated the remark” of Auguſtus ; who, when he faw 
ſome foreign females, carrying apes in their arms in- 
{tea of infants, ſaid to one of his courtiers, Have 
© the women of thoſe countries no children, that they 
« are ſo fond of ſuch deſpicable animals?” The vul? 
gar are fo immerſed in fecular cares, that one might in- 
ed be tempted to alk, Have thoie people 0 /puls, 
*© that dying and ſelling, eating” and drinking, in- 
{s their whole concern ?”—But perſons of rank 
d OA; education think 1 in 2 more exalted manner. 
op Do you then imagine, that an elevation of cir- 
ces ſets the aten, on things above? or that 
it is the peculiar infelicity of the vul gar, to grovel i in 
their deſires Gold, L believe, is more likely, to in- 
creaſe, than to diſſipate tlie fo 5 on —— mind. Abun- 
dance of poſſeſſions, inſtead o ng the heart, 
faſten it more inſeparably to the — Even ſuperior 
attainments in Wan if not ſanctiſied by grace, 
ſerve only to render the owner ſomewhat more refined 


in his follies.— But compariſons between the various 


claſſes of mankind, are as uſeleſs as they axe invidious. 
None, in either condition, attend to the things which 
make for their peace, till they are awakened from their 


kthargy; by the pats even SPIRIT of CHRIST: 
And 
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And even then we cannot but obſerve evident indica- 
tions of much remaining blindneſs. 

How apt are ſuch perſons to miſtake the way of fal- 
vation ? to place their own works for a foundigion of 
hope, inſtead of CHRIST the Rock of ages? think- 
ing by their own performances to win, not ſeeking 
from unmerited to receive, the inheritance of e- 
ternal glory. Which is more abſurdly vain, than to 
offer toys as an equivalent for thrones, or to dream of 

ng diadems with a mite. They are alſo prone 
to miſapprehend the nature bf holineſs ; are zealous to 
regulate the external conduct, without attending to the 
renovation of the heart; in outward forms elaborate; 
with reſpect to inward ſanctity, lefs if at all exact. A 
labour juſt as prepoſterous, as to ſkin over the ſurface 
of a wound, while it feſters at the bottom, and con- 
ſumes the bone. 

Give me leave to aſk, Theron ; When our LORD 
declares, U nleſs a man be born again, he cannot enter in» 
7 the kingdom of heaven * ; when he ſpeaks of eating 

hrs 5 and drinking his blood 4, when you hear or 

of union with the bleſſed F ES US, or commu- 
nion with the moſt high GOD : is there not a cloud, 
if not total ys tgp on your mind :? How errone- 
ous was the p/almiſt e himſelf, in his judgm ent concern- 
ing the divine nn So fooliſp was CF and ignorant, 


John iii. 3 + John vi. 54. 

4 With regard 8 the myſteries of CHRIST, the greateſt 
— . are but obtuſe acute, dull even in their acuteneſs.— 
t ſays the wiſe Agur ! an invaluable fragment of whoſe 
works is preſerved in the book of Proverbs. Surely I am more 

brutiſh than any man, and have not the underftending of a man 
even though the following verſes beſpeak the very ſingular e- 
Jevation and extent of his knowledge. Prov. xxx. 2.—Con- 
formably to the experience of this excellent man, I have al- 
ways obſerved, that the more enlightened people are, the more 
they fament their ignorance ; the more they pant after a con- 
tinual progreſs in heavenly knowledge; and pray for clearer, 
my * manifeſtations of dhe incomprchenſible GOD. 
F even 


- 
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even as it were a beaſt, or as the veneſt beaſt, before t bee x. 
he voice of experience therefore will atteit, what 
the word of revelation has averred, That the natural 
man, be his intellectual abilities ever ſo pregnant, or 
ever ſo improved, cannot know the things of the S PI- 
RIT of GOD +: he has no ſight to diſcern their beau- 
ty, no taſte to reliſh their ſweetneſs, Nay, though 
they are the pureſt light, and the moſt pertect wiſdom, 
to him they appear, not only dark and obſcure, but 
Would this be the caſe, if the underſtanding was 
not greatly depraved ? Should it be difficult for your 
ear, to diſtinguiſh the diverſity of ſounds ; or for your. 
eye, to diſcern the variety of colours ; would you not 
conclude, that the organs were very much impaired: 


Ther. 1 think, you have treated the underſtanding, 
as Zopyrus ſerved his own body , when he went over 
to the enemy. Do you intend to mangle the other 
faculties, at the ſame unmerciful rate ? | 

Aſp. That nobleman made the wounds, which disf- 
gured his fleſh, I have only probed the ſores, which 
were found in the underſtanding. It I have touched 
the quick, and put the patient to pain, it is only to 
facilitate the operation of medicine, and make way 
for a cure. But permit me to aſk, Wherein does the 
excellency of the human il} conſiſt ? 

Ther. In following the guidance of reaſon, and ſub- 
mitting to the influence of proper authority. 

Aſp. The will, I fear, rejects the government of rea- 


* I queſtion, whether Aſpaſio's tranſlation comes fully up to 
the emphaſis of the original, 'The comparative particle is 0- 
mitted in the Hebrew. As ſoftens and palliates the matter, 
Therefore the p/almift, to expreſs the deepeſt ſenſe of his i 
rance, ſays, I was a beaſt, yea, the verig bea, TV 


Ixxiii. 22. 
+ 1 Cor. ii, 14. 


See RoLLIN's ancient hift, vol. III. p. 46. 
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ſon; and it is undeniably certain, hat it rebels againſt 
the authority of GOP: | 

Ge) your eye upon that eam of horſes, with which 

nder countryman is plou! his fallow-ground. 
No leſs than the of thofe * are linked to- 
gether, and yield their ſubmiſſivo necks to the draught. 
They hate more ſtrength chan twenty men, yet are 
mana 2 /invle lad. They not ſtand in awe 
of — be but fiſten e — 2 driver. 
They turn to the right hand or to the left; they quick- 
en their pace, or ſtop ſhort i in the furrow; at the bare 
intimation of his pleaſure.— Are ' ve equally obedient 
to the calls, to the exhortations, the expreſs injunc- 
tions of our heaventy E ORD? The bleſſed FESUS 
ſpoke at the begining,” and the world was made. He 
ſpeaks by bis providence, and the univerſe is upheld. 
When he thall ſpeak at the laſt day, the heavens will 
paſs away, and the earth be diffolved. Yet he ſpeaks 
to us in his divine word, and we turn a deaf ear to 
his addreſs. He ſpeaks in tender expoſtulations, and 
no melting of heart enſues. He ſpeaks in jous 
| iſes, and no ardent deſires are enkindled. — The 
will, which, in theſe cafes, ought to be turned as co 
to the feat, is unimpreſſed and inflexible as an iron 

ew. 
79 Her. The human will is conſtantly inclined to pre- 
ſerve, accommodate, and make its pofſeflor happy. 
Is not this the right poſitron, in which it ſhould always 
ſtand? or the moſt deſirable en that can be gi- 
ven to its motions? 

Aſp. 1 ſhould be alas, if fact bore witneſs to your 
aſſertion. But fact, I apprehend, is on the contfary 
ſide.—I took notice, as we came along, of ſome ants 
buſily employed on a little hillock. Ave vou mage 
an obſervations, Theron, on this reptile community ? 
Ther. It is a little republic *. They inhabit a kind 
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of oblong city, divided into various ſtreets, They 
are governed by laws, and regulated by politics, of 
their own. Their magazines are commodiouſly form- 
ed, and judiciouſly guarded againſt the injuries of the 
weather. Some are defended by an arch made of 
earth, and cemented with a peculiar fort of glue 
Some are covered with rafters of flender wood, 
thatched with ruſhes or graſs. The roof is always 
raiſed with a double lope, to turn away the current 
of the waters, and ſhoot the rain from their ſtore- 
houſes. They all bir themſelves, with inceſſant afli- 
duity, while the, air is ſerene; while the roads are 
good; and abundance of looſe grain lies ſcattered o- 
ver the fields By theſe precautions, they live ſecure, 
when ſtorms embroil the ſky ; they want no manner 
of conveniency, even when winter lays waſte the 
plains. 

Ajp. Do we improve, fo diligently, our preſent op- 


portunities? This life is the ſeed-time of eternity. 


Do we huſband the precious moments like perſons ſen- 
ſible of their unſpeakable importance? ſenſible, that 


if we trifle and are indolent, they will be irrecoverably 


gone, and coe irretrievably ruined ? 

Sickneſs, we know not how ſoon, may invade us, 
pain may torment us, and both may iſlue in our final 
diſſolution. Are we duly aware of theſe awful chan- 
ges, and properly ſolicitous to put all in order for their 
2 '—We walk (alarming thought) upon the 

very brink of death, reſurrection, and judgment. Do 
we walk like <v//e virgin, with our loins girt; with 
our lamps trimmed; in a ſtate of continual readineſs, 
for the heavenly B RIDEGROOM's advent? 

Thoſe ants have no guide, overſcer, or rater. Tet th 
prepare their meat in the ſummer, and gather, their food 
in the harveſt.*.” We have all theſe, yet. neglect the 
time of our vilitation —We have GOD” 8 unerring 


Prov. vi. 7. 


word, 


I 
* 


— i. 7 


me 0 — A — 
— — — — —äů— — . co I». 


n 


— — _— —„Uͤ 


. —_ 
** 


=" 


— - 
a 


404 THERON AND ASPASIO. 


word, to guide us; G O D's ever- watchful eye, to 
overſee us; G O D's ſovereign command, to rule and 
quicken us. Notwithſtanding all theſe motives, is 
not the ſpeech of the ſluggard, the very language of 
our conduct? A little more fleep, a little more lumber, 
a little more folding of the hands to ſleep *. The moſt 
ſapine indifference, where all poſſible diligence is but 
juſt fufficient — This, you muſt allow, is the true cha- 
racter of mankind in general. And does this demon- 
ſtrate the rectitude of their will? | 

Ther. The — may be faid to carry the 
torch, the will to hold the balance, Now, the per- 
fection of a balance conſiſts, in being ſo nicely poiſed, 
as to incline at the /eaf? touch, and preponderate with 
the /lighte/t weight. This property belongs, without 
all difpute, to the human will. 

Aſp. What? It one of your ſcales ſhould deſcend 
to the ground, though charged with trifles, that are 
light as air? if the other ſhould kick the beam, though 
its contents be weightier than talents of gold ?—ls 
not this an exact repreſentation of our will, when the 
feeting pleaſures of ſenſe, or the puny intereſts of time, 
excite our wiſhes ; even while the folid delights of re- 
ligion, and the immenſely- rich treaſures of immorta- 
| Fity, can hardly obtain our attention However, let 
us quit the metaphor, and examine fact. Suppoſe l 


There is, if I miſtake not, a nice gradation, in this ſpeech 
of the fluggard ; ſuch as very naturally mimics the manner of 
that lazy creature. He pleads, firſt, for ſome conſiderable de- 
gree of indulgence, A little fleep.—If chat is too much to be 
granted, he craves ſome ſmaller toleration of his floth; 4 litile 

ber, It the taſkmaſter ſtill rings in his ear, ſtill goads his 
fide ; one almoſt ſecs him, rubbing his heavy eyes, and yawn- 
ing out his laſt requeſt; 4 little folding of the hands at leaſt 70 
lie down, 22599 DM gn Prov. vi. 19.— When ſuch is our 
cunduct with regard to eternal intereſts, how juſtly may we 
apply that ſpirited expoſtulation of the poet ; | 


Tantamne rem tam neghgenter / 


make 
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make it appear, that, inſtead of chuſing the moſt eli - 
ible objects, the will is ſo deplorably vitiated, as to 
bath what is ſalutary, and be fond of what is baneful. 

Ther. If you prove this to be univerſally the caſe, 
you will prove your favourite point with a witnels. 

Aſp. When Providence is pleaſed to thwart our mea- 
ſures, or defeat our endeavours ; to bring us under the 
cloud of diſgrace, or lay upon us the — of affliction; 
what is our behaviour? — Do we bow our heads in 
humble reſignation ? Do we open our mouths in thank- 
ful acknowled ts ?—Obſerve the waters in that e- 
legant octan baſon. They aſſimilate themſelves, 
with the utmoſt readineſs, and with equal exactneſs, 
to the veſſel that contains them. So would the human 
will, if it were not extremely froward and fooliſh, 
conform itſelf to the divine; which is unerringly wiſe, 
and, of all poſſible contingencies, incomparably thebeſt &. 
—Yet how apt are we to fret with diſquietude; and 
ſtruggle | under afflictive diſpenſations, as a wild bull 
ma net 

Ther, This is a very imperfe& proof, 4/paſo, and 
correſponds only with part of your accuſation. We 
may diſlike what is wholeſome, eſpecially if jt be un- 
palatable, yet not be fond of our bane. 

Aſp. Should you ſee a perſon, who thirſts after the 
py lake, but diſreliſhes the running fountain; who 
ongs for the empoiſoned berries of the nightſhade, but 
abhors the delicious fruit of the orchard ; would you 
applaud the regularity of his appetite .I don't wait 


This ſeems to be the meaning of the prophet, N. 
pere MI. xxvi. 7. Not—The way of the juft is upright- 
/s—This ſenſe, in the preſent connection, is hardly conſiſtent 
with humility ; is by no means proper, to introduce a devoti- 
onal addreſs to the great JEHOVAH. Rather—C 0 D's 
way to the juſt is uprightneſs ; or, ſtill more emphatically, up- 
rightneſſes ; is in all reſpects irreprovable, excellent, admirable ; 
ſuited, 12 ſuited, to every ſacred attribute of wiſdom, 
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tor. your anſwer. But I more than ſuſpect, this is a 
true: picture of all unregenerate people. How do they 
aſſet t dreſs and external ornament ; but are unwilling, 
ratl--r than deſirous, to be c/othed with bumility *, and 
to piet-on CHRIST4! Amuſement will engage, play 
anim ate, and diverhon fire them: but as to the 'wor- 
ſhip ot the living GO , O!] hat a wearmeſs 15 itt | 
This is attended, if attended at all, with languor, and 
2 liſt leſs inſenſibility. Frothy novels, and flatulent wit, 
regale their taſte; while the marrow and fatneſs of the 
divitie word are as '* their ſorrowful-meat ||.” What 
is all this, but to loath the ſalutary, and long 4 for the 
bane ul? | : | 
Let me, from the ame compariſon, propoſe one 
gueſtion more, which may be applicable both to the 
will and to the underſtanding.—Should you hear of 
anothi er perſon, the ſtate of whoſe ſtomach was ſo diſ- 
* | poſed, 
1 Pet. v. 5. +iRom. xiii. 24. t Mal. i. 13. Job vi. 7. 
+ IT. ie reader may ſee this unhappy contraſt drawn in the 
Rrongeſt colours, by the royal preacher, and by the mourning 
het. Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed; I have-ſtretch- 
ed out my hand, and no man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought 
all my counſel, and would none of my reproof. What a croud 
of words! emphatically declaring che moſt incorrigible perverſe- 
neſs ; which is proof againſt every method of reformation, a- 
gaiaſt-all'the arts even of divine perſuaſion. Prov. i. 24. 25. 
ie hal of heuven, whom they have loved, and whim they have 
ſerved, and after whom they have walked, and whom they have 
fought, and whom they have worſhipped. What a heap of ex- 
* 1 ignificantly deſcribing that impetuous ardor, which 


never knows when to ſay, It is enough.” Jer. vil. 2. 

If T beg leave to add another example of this Kind, it is 
chiefly for the ſake of clearing up an obſcure paſſige in the 
Pſalms ; which ſeems to have been miſtaken by the authors of 
1 our vrſions. David, to ſet forth the barbarous affiduity 
of lis perſe cutors, ſays, They wander up and down. "They pry 
to every corner ; they ſearch the city, and examine the 
country ; not for meat; which, in this connection, 1s a 
fanſe quite torvign to the ſubject, and very jene indeed; but 

1 


no prohibitions can reſtrain ; and that inſatiable avidity, which 
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poſed, that it turned the moſt nouriſhing food intq 
phlegm ; and derived matter of diſeaſe, from the moſt 
ſovereign ſupports of health; what would you think 
of this conſtitution ? - 

Ther, I ſhould certainly think it very much diſtem- 


ed. | 

7 Without the grace of our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST, our ſouls turn every occurrence into an in- 
creaſe of their ſinful depravity. Our very table is a 
ſnare z and inſtead of exciting us to gratitude, is a 
provocative to gluttony. How difficult is it, when 
we flow in plenty, not to be elated ; when we are 
preſſed with poverty, not to repine Have we buſi- 
neſs in the world? It cumbers our thoughts, or tempts 
us tFavarice. Have we no buſineſs to manage? We 
fink into ſloth, and ſettle on the lees of voluptuouſ- 
neſs.—lf our ſchemes are proſperous, it is odds but 
they attach us to the intereſts of time. If they prove 
unſucceſsful, we too often are chagrined with the diſ- 
appointment, and fin againſt meekneſs. Even the holy 
canmandment, inſtead of reſtraining fin, or produ- 
cing obedience, irritates the inbred depravity; and ren- 
ders it more reſtleſs, more impetuous, more ungovern- 
able *.—Thole very things, which ſhould have been for 
cur welfare (ſo malignant and raging is our corruption), 
are converted into an occaſion falling. | | 

Ther. The will is under no neceſſity of miſemploying 
her powers. She is free to act in this manner or in 
that; and, if a ſpendthrift, is not a flave. | 

Aſp, In actions which relate to the anima/ ceconomy, 


to devour ; to devour me the deſtined victim of their rage. 
And if they are not ſatisfied, if om” cannot compaſs their de- 
ſign by day, won they will grudge ? No; but they will continue 
all night, in the proſecution of their purpoſe. Neither cold 
nor darkneſs can retard them; neither hardſhips nor dangers 
can divert them; but their attempts are as indefatigably, as 
their malice is implacable. Pſal. lix. 15. 3 
| * Rom, vii. 8, 
Vox. II. No 11. Ii the 
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the will is unqueſtionably free. She can contract the 
forehead into a frown, or expand it with a ſnüle.—In 
the ordinary affairs. of life, ſhe is under no control. 
We can undertake or decline a journey, carry on. or 
diſcontinue an employ, juſt as we pleaſe.— In the ont- 
ward acts of religion alſo, the will is her own miſtreſs, 
We can read the word of G OD, or go to the place 
of divine worſhip, without any extraordinary aid from 
above.—But in matters which are more intimately 
connected with our ſalvation, the cafe is different, 
Here, as our liturgy expreſſes it, we are tied and 
&* bound with the chain of our fins,” - | 
Would you have 2 perſon delight himſelf in the 
LORD; take plcafure in devotion ; ſet his affections 
on things above ?— All this is both his duty and his 
happineſs. But alas! be 7s alienated from the liffef 
GOD. His inclinations gravitate quite the contrary 
way. His will is in the condition of that diſtreſſed 
woman, who was bowed down with a. ſpirit of infirmity, 
' and could in no wiſe lift up herſelf *. Corruption, like 


a ſtrong bias influences, or rather like a heavy moun- 


tain oppreſſes his mind. Neither can he ſhake off the 
propenſity, or ſtruggle away from the load, until 
e, ighty e, interpoſes ſor his releaſe.— 
Wher, the SPIRIT of the LORD is, there and 
there alone is liberty + ; that ſacred and glorions liber- 
» Which is not the common privilege of all men, but 
he high prerogative of the children of G O D. 
Would you have a perſon apply to the great R E- 
DEEMER; apply with a real ardor of deſire; as 
Bartimeus of old, or the Syrophænician mother ?—His 
will is like the withered arm; cannot ſtretch forth it- 
ſelf to the alk-gracious SAVIOUR: cannot hunger 
and thirſt after his everlaſting righteoufneſs and infi- 
nite merit; till the SAVIOUR himſelf ſpeaks 
power into the enfeebled, the perverted Faci'ty.—4f yoo 


iin, | + 2 Cor iii, 17, ; 
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think otherwiſe ; try the experiment, -;Perſuade men 
to this neceſſary practice. Urge the molt weighty ar- 
guments; deviſe the moſt pathetic expoſtulations ; let 
zeal ſummon all her force, and rhetoric employ all he. 
art. Without being a prophet, I dare venture to forc- - 
tel the iſſue. Diſappointments, repeated diſappoint- 
ments, will convince you, that our divine MASTER 
knew what he faid, when he folemnly declared, N 
man can come to me, except the FAT Ht R, which bath 
ſent me, draw him *.—Our church, in conformity to 
this and other {criptures, has taught us to pray, Turn 
thou us, O g LORD; tor nothing but thy omni- 
_ agency is capable of doing it; and fo bali we be 
turned. | 1 22 | | 
Ther. Are we flaves then? Will Cbriſtianity ſeml 
us to ſeek our brethren, in the mines or in the galleys? 
Aſp. Chriſtianity does not fend, but fnd us there. 
There, or in a worſe flavery . ＋◻It is doubtleſs a moſt 
abject ſtate, to wear the yake,. and truckle in chaius. 
Yet ſuch, I apprehend, is the ſtate of our minds by 


Jobs vi. 44. It is not ſaid, The FATHER drives, 
but draws : not by violent, irrational, compulſive means; but 
by clear conviction, ſweet perſuaſion, and inducements ſuited to 
a reaſonable being. Theſe are the cords of a beaſt, theſe of a 
man, So that we are not acted upon as clock-work, or ins 
fluenced as mere machines, but made wiliing in the day of his 
power, P/al. cx. 3. b WORDS , 23. 

+ St Paul ſays of Chriſtians, and reckons himfelf in he 
— number, that naturally they ſerued (not laue, hut amen, 
a5 were abſolute ſlaves to) divers luſts and pleaſures, Tit. ith, 3. 
is The whole verſe is very remarkable, am nothing can be more 
t- appoſite to Aſpaſios purpoſe, It ſhews us, what they were by 
er _— who through grace became living images of the bleed 

D. | | 

5 This mortifying doctrine is often acknowledged by our 
church. Thus begins one of her. public ſupplicatipng; A. 
wp mighty G 0 D. who alone can/t order the unruly wills and affecs - 

tins of ſinful man. It ſeems, we cannot determine our own wills, 

nor r-gtate pur own affections Whats thas hae Hondage ? 
* Ii nature. 
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nature. To prove this, we need not ga down ta the 
loweſt ranks of life. Theſe, you. might ſay with the 
prophet, are poor; theſe are fr /i/h ; they have nat known 


the way of the LO R D, nor the judgment of their GOD. 


AY will get me therefore to the great men , and exa- 
mine ther diſpoſition. 
Have you not known perſons of the greateſt intre- 
potty; and firmeſt reſolution, hurried away by their 
uſts, as © a rolling thing before the whirlwind +?” 
Perhaps, they were bold enough to face danger, and 
defy the ſword, in the field of battle; yet were no 
more able to withſtand the wanton allurementsot beau- 
ty, or the ſoft ſolicitations of. pleaſure, than the meth 
can forbear fluttering about the flame, even though it 
_ her wings, and is ſcorching her to death — 
Others, poſſeſſed of a refined imagination, diſdain the 
groſs indulgencies of ſenſuality; yet are ſlaves to their 
own domneering paſſions. They are blown into the 
molt intemperate rage, and puſhed on to the moſt 
extravagant actions, by every little ruffling accident, 
They ſee the meanneſs, which ſuch an ungovernable 
ſpirit argues; they feel the miſery, which ſuch internal 
tempeſts create; nay, they reſolve to ſuppreſs the im- 
petuoſity of their temper : yet are bore away by the 
torrent; and, upon the very firſt provocation, are as 
furioufly reſentful as ever. Will you call /e perſons 
free, becauſe their taſkmaſters and their tyrants are 
within ? becauſe the fetters are forged, not 
for the meaner, but for the immortal part of ther 
nature? n 
Ther. Let us paſs to the afechiont. Theſe are to the 
ſoul, what wings are to the eagle, or fails to the flup, 


49 Jer. v. 4. 5. | + If. Xvii. 13, 
A Hoerdinate deſires 
And upftart paſſiont catch the government 
Frem reaſon, and to ſervitude reduce 
a Aan, till then free. F ; MiLT. 


Theſe 


DIALOGUE: XI. For 


Theſe always ſtand ready to receive the gales of in- 
tereſt, and to ſpring at the ſignal of reaſon. 

Aſp. O! that they did — But, if the wings are 
clogged with mire; if the ſails are diſproportioned to 
the ballaſt; what advantage will accrue, either to the 
animal, or to the veſſel ? — The one will, probably, be 
overſet in the voyage; the other will he grovelling 
on the ground. * 

Ther., Defere ſeems to be the firſt, which “ opens the 
« mouth, or moves the wing, or peeps *.“ Deſire is 
active as a flame, and ever in purſuit of happineſs. 

Aſp. What if your flame, inſtead of ſhooting up- 
wards, ſhould point its inverted ſpires to the earth? 
Would not this be ſtrange, and a ſign of great diſor- 
der? G OD is the centre of perfection, and the 
ſource of felicity. All that is amiable in itſelf, is 
comprehended in G O D. All that is beneficial to us, 
proceeds from GO D. Do our deſires uniformly tend 
to this ſuperexcellent being? Do our wiſhes terminate 
in the enjoyment of his ever-glorious Majeſty ? Alas 
we are naturally eſtranged from him: we covet no 
communion with him. We are wedded to trifles, 
and dote upon vanity : but fo GO D we ſay,—it is evi- 
dently the ungute of our conduct, Depart from us ; 
we defire not the knowledge of thy ways f. 

If deſire is the firſt· born among the affections, ob- 
ſerve it in children, There it appears in its dawn, and 
has moſt of pure nature.— See, how thoſe Fes, exult- 
ing in the ſunny gleam, vibrate with all the rapidity 
of motion their little wings J. 80 prompt and ex- 
pelite are the deſires of children to any corrupting 
diverſion.— See, how fluggiſhly that ſnaz/, crawling. 


I. 1. 14. + Job xxi. 14. 

t The wings of a fly are ſuppoſed to have the quicke/# mo- 
tion, of any material ſubſtance which lives. And if they 
make, as naturaliſts im igine, ſom? hundreds of vibrations in 
avg of time, I think, there can be uo competition iu the 
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for amidſt the refreſhing. moiſture, drags her ſlaw 
th along. So dull, it not reluctant, are the diſ- 
_ of our children to any improving exerciſe, 
: 2 will hardly win them to the latter; the rod 
can hardly deter 9 from the former. — And none, 
none but GOD, “ by his ſpecial grace preventing 
them, can put into their minds good deſires &. 
ls our be under better regulation: How cali are 
we captivated with a fair complexion .and&racety! 
form, eſpecially when ſet off with the decormons of 
dreſs but — little affected with the beauty of in- 
ternal character; with the ornaments, of virtue, and 
the graces of Chriſitanity? Can it e that the 
pulſe of the ſoul Pug regularly, When there is ſuch 
a paſſionate fondneſs for fading embelliſhments, and 
ſuch a cold indifference for the moſt ſubſtantial endow- 
ments ?—How ready are we to be enamoured with 
well-proportioned clay, often to our apparent preju- 
dice, ſometimes to our utter ruin! yet how backward 
tolove that infinitely loving and lovely REDEEMER, 
2 would die himſelf rather than we ſhould hecome 
prey to death! Tinder we are, perfect tinder to the 
on of irrational and diſſolute affection; harder 
(ur adamant, colder than ice, to this heavenly flame. 
Ther. If our love is blind, our fear has not loſt her 
eyes. Fear is quick of apprehenſion ; and, inftead of 
being ſtupidly Anſenüdle. is ready to “ rife up at the 
« voice of a bird f.“. 
Þ. The paſſion of fear is ſufficiently ative, but 
dep orably miſapplied. We fear the reproach of men. 
But are we alarmed at the view of that everlaſti::; 
game, which the LORD, the righteous Judge, ſhall 
| pour upon the. ungodly ? We ſhudder at the drawn 
dagger, and ſtand appalled at the headlong precipice. 
2 how often have we defied the ſword of almighty * 
ences and ſported upon the brink of irrety ievable , 
ition 
call for Falter- day. + Eccl. ai. 4. 40 


ih 
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Sin is the moſt pernicions of all evils. Sin violates 
the divine command, and provokes the divine M A- 
JESTY. Sin offers deſpite to the blefied SPIRIT, 
and trawples upon the blood of FESU 8. For fin, 
the tranſgreſſor is baniſhed from the bliſsful preſence 
of G0, and doomed to dwell with inextinguithable 
burnings. Do we drcad this grand deſtroyer of our 
happineſs? dread it more than any calamities, more 
than all plagues *—Take one of thoſe fine may-· duket, 
which giow with fo beautiful a ſcarlet on yonder eſpa- 
lier. Offer it to the blackbirg, that ſerenades us from 
the neighbouring elm. The creature, though fond of 
tire dainty, will fly from your hand, as haſtily as from 
. 1 levelled fowling-piece. Ile ſuſpects a deſignu upon 
his liberty; and therefore will endure any extremity, 
will even ſtarve to death, rather that taſte the n 
tempting delicacy in ſuch hazardous circumſtances.— 
Are we equally fearful of an infinitely- greater dan- 
ger? Do we fly, wich equal ſolicitude *, from the de- 
luſive but deſtructive wales of ſin? Alas! do not we 
too ofton feallay the bait, even when we plainly dii- 
cover the fatal hook? Do we not ſnatch the forbidden 
truit, though conſcience remonſtrates, though GOD 
prohibits, though death eternal threatens ? 2 

Ther. Conſcience then, according to your own ac- 
count, has eſcaped the general ſhipwreck. Conſcience 
is G O D's vicegerent in the ſoul, and executes her of- 
fice faithfully. Even the Gentiles eto. the wert of 
the law written in their hearts, their conſcience alſo beat + 
ing witneſs, and their thoughts the mean while accuſing er 


ele exciſſing one another f. 
| ; Aſp. 
The inſligating admonition, tranſmitted to Brentius by an 
anonymous letter, when the Papiſts had formed a plot againſt 
his life, ſhould be the rule of our conduct on ſuch an occaſion; 
Fuge! fuge! cite cit iu: citiſſime. pr 4 
+ Rom. ii. 15. Nethinks, I would not tranſlate” the word 
nag the mean while, but alternately or interchangeably :ccuting 
d 114 23 
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Aſp. If there be any remains of the divine image, 
perhaps, they are to be found in the conſcience. But 
even thus is not exempt from the common ruin.—Con- 
iider its Jg ht. It is like a dim taper, feebly glimmer, 
ing, and ſerving only to make the darkneſs viſible, 
Or, if it diſcovers, any thing, it is an obſcure ſome- 
thing, we know not what : whick, inſt of in» 
forming, tantalizes us, and inſtead of guiding; be: 
wilders us. As falſe and deluſory lights on the thore; 
puta cheat upon the mariner. and lead him on to ruin . 
—-Conlider its operations, It is either dumb or dead, 
or both, Dumb; or elſe how vehemently would it 
upbraid us, for our ſhocking ingratitude to the ſu- 

2 — omnipotent BEN EFAC TOR! How loud- 

y would it inveigh againſt our ſtupid neglect of ſpi- 
ritual intereſts, and eternal ages? Dead ; otherwiſe 
how keenly would it ſmart, when gaſhed with wounds, 
nunerous, as our repeated violations of the divine 
aw,—deep, aß the horrid aggravations of our various 


iniquities; 


Ther. Po you call this an anfwer to my objection, 
Aſpaſio* If it be an anſwer, it reſembles, in point of ſatis: 


factory evidence, the light which you aſcribe unto the 
conſcience. _ | 

Aſp, The Gentiles, you allege, ſhew the «work, but 
not the /ove of the law, written on their hearts. Some 
leading notices of right and wrong they have ; ſome 


or excuſing: ſometimes one, ſometimes the other; in confor- 
mity to the different circumſtances of their temper and behavi- 
our. 4 
* This feems to have been the caſe with the bulk of the 
Heathen world. Conſcience arraigned, and found them guilty. 
This put them upon practiſing their abominable, ſometimes their 
inhuman idolitrics.—Nay, this induced them to give the moſt 
ſcandalous and impious miſrepreſentations of the DEITY. 
That they might heath the ſting of conſcience, and find ſome 
zlve for their own iniquities, they made even the objects of 
Their worſhip, the patrons and the precedents of their favourite 
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ſpeculative ſtrictures of good and evil; but without a 
real abhorrence of the one, or a cordial delight in the 
other : which, far from ennobling their nature, far 
from viad:cating their practice, argues the exceeding 
depravity of the former, and renders the latter abſo- 
lutely without excuſe, 5 „ 0 

No; you ſay, conſcience excuſes the Heathens. Ras 
ther, their conſcience bears witneſs to tlie equity of the 
law, while their thoughts mate ſonte weak apclagy * 
for the tenor of their conduct. This is far from ac- 
quitting, far from juſtifying tliem. Beſides, theſe weak 
attempts to excuſe, are always founded on ignorance, 
Did they know themſelves, their duty; or their GOD, 
conſcience would, without the leaſt heſitation, bring 
in her verdict, Guilty, — The apoſtle aſſures us, that, 
till faith, which is a divine principle, takes place in our 
breaſts, both the mind and conſcience are defiled 4 : here, 
and elſewhere, very plainly intimating, that the con- 
ſcience is evil, and ever will be evil, tall it-is,/prin#/ed 
with the blood of CHRIST}. | 

It accuſes ſome, I acknowledge; and it ought to 
accuſe, yea, to condemn all. But even here it evi- 
dences itſelf to be corrupt. For its accuſations are 
ſometimes erroneous {|, and no better than falſe witneſs ; 


* The word is «roofiuror, not Figapſuater, not Purnwparrey - 
t Tit. i. 15. | $ Heb. x. 22, 


| Erroneous— What elſe was that grand article in the accu» 
ſations af conſcience, mentioned, with ſuch particular diſtines 
tion, by Virgil: | | | 
Phlegyaſque miſerrimus omnes 


Admenet, et magna teflatur voce per wnbras, - 
Diſcite juſtitiam moniti, et non temnere divos, 


For men to de/pi/e ſuch dunghill, worſe than dunghill deities, 
had been their virtue if done, and was their duty to do. 
What elſe was that voice of ccnſcience, mentioned by our 


LORD, Ju xyi, 3. or that confeſſes by the apoſtle, As 
ſometimes 


Mvi. 9, ? 
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fometimes partial *, and ſuborned by appetite ; and 
very, very often 17efettual.— Nay, when they do take 
- effect, they produce no fruit that is truly good. They 
work not a genuine humiliation, or an unteigned re- 
pentance ; but either à ſlavith dread of G O D, as a 
levere judge; or hatred of lim, as an incxorable ene- 


=p 505 ] 
Der. Hatred of GO D—Aſtoniſhing impiety ! Is it 
poſſible for the human heart to admit ſuch enormous, 
almoſt incredible wickedneſs ? 

Ap. You may well be aſtoniſhed, | Theron; and 
GOD may juſtly. demand; What iniquity have my 
people found in me, that they are gone far from me, and have 
walted after vanity +? © I created you out of nothing, 
and endowed you with an immortal foul. As a ta- 
ther, I have provided for you. As a nurſe, I have 
«cheriſhed you.— I have confi over to your pol- 
< ſeſſion the earth, and the fulneſs thereof. All my 
4 creatures'do you ſervice, and even my angels mini- 
* ſter unto your good. Do you deſire greater de- 
monſtrations of my love? I have given what was 
dearer to me than all angels, than all worlds. | 
have given my SON from my boſom, to die in 
your ſtead.— Would you have farther evidences of 
my tender, my diſtinguiſhed regard ? Behold: ! 
touch the mountains, and they ſmoke: I look up- 
< on the earth, and it trembles : I caſt even the. princes 
„of heaven, when they break my law, into chains 
of darkneſs. But to you, O men, I condeſcend ta 
act as a ſupplicant. Though highly injured, and 


Partia . Otherwiſe. how could the moſt celebrated among 
the ancient heroes applaud and practiſe at execrable unnatu- 
ral crime, ſelf murder? How could their firſt-rate hiſtorians 
extol and almoſt conſecrate that diabolical principle of action, 
Pride? Aud how could their ableſt teachers of morality, not 
only tolerate, but eſtabliſh the error, by neglecting to find fe 
much as a name for chat amiable virtue, humility ? 


3 + Jer. ii. 5. « porribh 
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« horribly afironted, I beſeecb you, again and again I 
% beſeech you to be reconeiled.“ 22120 f 
To hate * ſuch a GO D, is indeed the moſt deteſt- 
able impicty. Yet man, fooliſh man, praciiſes this 
unpiety, whenever, for the fake of a vile luſt, an ig- 
noble pleaſure, or an unruly paſſion, he trauigreiles 
che command of his CREATOR. FI | 
Shall I exemplify the doctrine, in an of the 
affections ? | 1 a erm 307 


Ther. In truth, Aſpa˙, I begin to be ſick of the 
ſubject. If human nature is fo ulcerated, the leſs yo 
touch it the better. However, let us not quite omit 
the iraſcible appetite. 5 "3+ a 

Afp. Of we have already taken a ſide-view; if 
you chuſetoſeeit in fuller proportion, make your obſer- 
vation on Fervidus. Fervidus comes home in a rage. 
His cheeks are pale, and his lips qui ver, with exceſs 
of paſlion. Though he can hardly ipeak, he vows re- 
venge, and utters imprecations-—What is the cauſe 
of all this wondrous ferment? A neighbour, it ſeems, 
has dropt ſome reflecting hint, or a ſervant lias blun- 
dered in ſome trifling meſſage. Such uſage, Fervidus 
lays, is intolerable; and ſuch negligence unpardonable. 
—This ſame Fervidus has offered numberleis affronts 
to his MAKER; he has molt ſcandalo neglected. 
the will of his almighty LORD ; yet feels no indig- 
nation againſt Himſelf.— He is all fury, when his on 
credit is touched. But when the intereſt of CHRIST 
is wounded, he can fit unconcerned, or pals it off with; 


a laugh.—Anger, I acknowledge, is ſometimes be- 


coming and uſeful. But is #bis its right temperature? 
this its proper application ? . 


* Hatred of GOD is ſo ſhocking an expreſſion, that one 
would almoſt wiſh never to hear or read it. But it occurs in 
bur unerring book; is too often exemplified in common life; 
and is engraven by corrupt nature on every human heart. See 
Rem. i. 30. Exec. xx. 5. John xv. 25. Rom. viü. 7 

. Ther, 


ges THERON any ASPASIO, 


| They. This is the practice only of ſome few turbu- 
lent ſpirits. To ſaddle their qualities upon 


every per. 
ſon, — juiſt as eqhitable, as the madman's * 


calculation was feaſonable, who took an account of 
evry ſhip which entered the harbour, and ſet it wor 
e r paft of my charge, I fear, is 
e latter of my char appli- 
abi more than a few 2 let us nge 
the moſt calm and ſedate minds. How are they afſect- 
ed under injuries? Do they never aggravate failings 
into crimes ? Do they find it eaſy to abſtain from every 
emotion of M. will? eaſy to love their enemies, and 
do good to thoſe who hate them ? Theſe e tem- 
, if our nature was not d —＋ „would be 
the ſpontaneous produce of the But now alas 
they are not raiſed, without Ho aifficulty ; ſeldom 
come to any conſiderable degree of eminence; never 
arrive at a ſtate of true perfection. An undoubted 
proof, that they are exetrcs, not natives of the ſoil. 
Now we are ſpeaking of plants, caft your eye _ 
the kitchen-garden. Many of thoſe herbs will perfume 
the bad hand which cruſhes them, and embalm the 
rude foot which tramples on them. Such was the 
benign conduct of our LORD. He always over- 
came evil with When his diſciples diſregarded 
him in hs bitter a y, he made the #indeff excuſe 


for their un +. 

with — whe man SM his very blood; he 

Pleaded their ignorance, as an extennation of their 

guilt f.—1Is the fame ſpirit in us, which was alfo in 

retry MASTER? Then are our paſſions right- 
y poiſed; and dul 3 tempered. But if reſentment 

* og and animo 

an infallible ſign * we nary nr I from. our. SAVI- 


primitive rectitude. | 
| of Thraſylus, an Athenian. 
t Marth. Xvi. 41, t Luke iii. 34. 


Ther, 


When his enemies, 


in our hearts; this is 


OU R's S conſequently, are fallen from our 


1 nem 81 8 _ 
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Ther. What ſay you of the fancy? This ſure, if no 
other, retains the primitive rectitude. What pictures 
does ſhe form, and what excurſions does ſhe make? 
She can dive to the bottom of the ocean, can ſoar to 
the height of the ſtars, and walk upon the boundaries 
of creation. | 

Aſp. That the fancy is lively and excurſive, I rea» 
dily grant. It can out-travel the poſt, ar outfly the 
eagle. But if jt travel, only to pick Hells; or f 
abroad, to bring home mi/chref ; then, 1 apprehend, 
though you ſhould admire the faculty, you will hardly 
be in raptures with its agency.—This 1s the real truth, 
Our fancy, till divine grace regulate and exalt its qpe- 
rations, is generally employed in picking painted ſhells, 
or culling venqmous herbs ; weaving (as the prophet 
very elegantly, and no leſs exactly deſcribes the caſe) 
the ſpider's web, or - hatching cackatrice-eggs *; buſied 
in the moſt abſurd impertinencies ; ar acting in ſpe- 
culation the vileſt iniquities, That which ſhould be a 
garden inclaſed, a fountain ſealed t, for the PRINCE 
of peace, is the thoroughfare of vanity.—And even 
when we are renewed from above, O! hqw neceſlary 
is it to keep an inceſſant watch, and exerciſe a ſtrict 
diſcipline, over. this volatile, variable, treacherous pa» 

rant . | | 
. The memory, as well as the fancy, is impaired ; or, 


if not impaired, is debauched. Why elſe does it ſo 


firmly retain the impreſſions of an injury, but ſo eaſily 
let lip the remembrance of a benefit? Any idle fop- 
peries, which ſooth our yanity, and increaſe qur gor- 
ruption, cleave to the thoughts, as the vexatious bur 
to our cloaths. While the noble truths of. the goſpel, 
and the rich mercies of a gracious G O D, ſlide away 
from the mind, and leave no laſting trace behind 
them. This double perverſeneſs is very emphatical! 

and too truly repreſented by Jeremiah; Can a — 


H. lig.s, 1 Cant. jv, 12, 
| | g SS 7; 
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forget Ber ornaments, or a bride her attire ® Vet my people 
Move for ve for ollen me, days without number *. If we hear 
hint, or 8 an immodeſt expreſſion, they are 

almoft fore to faſten themſelves on our memory. lt 
ſhaken off, they follow us with a troubleſome impor- 
tunity. If excluded, as unwelcome vilitants, they 
force themſelves, again and again, upon our imagi- Ml | 
nation. They dog us to the cloſet; they haunt our 
moſt retired hours; and too often diſturb our very 
devotions.—Tell me now, can that faculty be upright 
and uncorrupted, which is a perforated fieve, to tran: 
mit the beneficial; but a fh "I to imbibe the 


pernicious tf 


_ Ther. Well, my friend, whatever call Lor others 

have contracted, Hattiry ry, I dare be poſitive, is none 
of yours. Human nature has wagon" heightening Ml 
or adulatory touches from 2 pencil. You have 
E her fooliſß, and beaſtly, 2 every thing 

but devilifh. 

_ 44. And this, even _ abomination 1 muſt not 
ſecrete, I date not 2 Exvy is a deviliſh diſpo- 
ſition. It ſubſiſts no „but in damned ſpirits, 
and fallen ſouls. Yet, infermil as is is, it has been 
found in perſons of the moſt exalted character. The 
magnanimous Jeſbua felt its cancrous tooth f. The 
diſciples of the bleſſed * SU $ were ſoured with its 
malignant leaven |. An apoſtle declares, that be fpirs 


which dwelleth in us lufteth to envy +; ; is impetuoully 
prone to that deteſtable temper. 


2985} 7 + » | Sx 
+ This, I think, ſuggeſts an unanſwerable confutation of 
that ſpecious argument, frequently uſed in behalf of fome 
Jaſbionable but diſſolute diverſions. They are interſperſed,” 
ſay their admirers, '** with ſentiments of virtue, and maxim: 
< of morality.” —Sboukl we admit the truth of this plea; 
yet the — diſpoſition of mank ind is pretty ſure to dr9 
the morality, and carry away the ribaldry. 
+ ound: xi. 29. Match. xx. 24 + Jam. iv. 


ui 
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Lying is confeſſed: 2 adiabolical practice; yet how un- 
accountably forward are our children to utter m_ 
hood? As ſoon as they are born, they go aſtray ; 
as ſoon as they ſpeak, they ſpeak lies.—1 ſaid ©” Ar 
ably. But | —— the expreſſion. The cauſe is evident. 
They have loſt the image of the GOD of truth; 
and are become like that apoſtate ſpirit, who is a liar, 
and the father of it *. | | 

What think you of malice, of hate, and revenge? Are 
they not each a ſpecies of murder, and the ſeed of the 
old ſerpent ? Unleſs, therefore, we are entirely free 
from all theſe hellih emotions, e muſt, we muſt ac- 
knowledge, that the prince of this world + has his party 
within us. May the almighty hand of our G O D ex- 
tirpate and ſubdue it, day by day! 

Lou tell me, Iam 20 Lane. Should a perſon 
who profeſſes himſelf the friend of his fellow-creatures, 
voth them into a fa//e peace? ſhould he bolſter them 
up in a groundleſs conceit of their excellency, when th 
really are no better than “ an unclean thing ??—S 
the ſurgeon aſſure his patient,“ Allis well;” even w hen 
the mortification has taken place, and the ga gangrene 1s 
ſpreading ? This were to refine the firſt out of all be- 
nevolence, and to fatter the laſt into his grave. | 

A diſputant of leſs complaiſance than my 8 
would probably aſk, with a contemptuous ſneer, 
Have you then been drawing own picture?“ 
o 5 I would reply, uith confuſion and ſor- 
on, “ Ihave:” alleging this only, to moderate 25 
confuſion, that I am daily — by prayer and watch. 

„ more and more to. put off: this old man, , which 

u corrupt according to the doeithl last. i. And, to al- 

my ſorrow, I am endeavouring continually to 

— that, however unworthy I am, however 
N have been, my adored KED EEME R's 


lacks is perfect; and in this righteouſneſs every 
kl is to make his boaſt. 
* it ; 


vid. . + oha nix. 30. f Eph. iv. 22. 
| er. 
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Der. So then man is blind in his underſtanding ; 
perverſe in his will ; diſorderly in his affections; influ, 
enced by diſpoſitions, which are partly brutal, and 
partly diabolical.—I have often heard you extol, in 
s of high admir.:cion, the virtue of humility. You 
have lvithed all the riches of eloquence, when ha. 


. Fanguing on poverty of ſpirit. If ſuch be the condi. 
tion of mankind, they have infinite cauſe to be poor 


in ſpirit. They muſt, therefore, have ens excellency 
left; and, according to your own account, a very dif- 
tinguiſhing one. * d 

A4. Scarce any thing diſplays, in a more glaring 
hight, the extreme depravity of man, than his ſtrong 
| ty to pride, notwithſtanding ſo much vileneſs, 
and ſo many deformities.— Should the noĩſame leper 
admire the of his complexion, or the impotent 
paralytic glory in the ſtrengthꝭ of his ſinews; would 
they not be miſtaken, even to a degree of ſottiſhnels 
and frenzy? ' Yet for man, fallen man, who has loſt 
his original righteouſneſs, which was the true ornz- 
ment of his nature; who is become ſubject to baſe 
and fordid laſts, or, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, is earthy 
and ſenſual. for him to be proud, is ſtill more abſuri 
ly wicked. And ſince this is the caſe, I cannot acquit 
him from the laſt and heavieſt article of the ſacred 
writer's charge; I have a freſh and more convincing 
proof, that we do him no wrong, when we call his 
nature, his difpofition, his wi/dom— devilifh *, 

Ther, Why do you reckon pride an univerſally-pre 
vailing corruption? I ſee no ground for ſuch a ditho- 
nourable ſuſpicion. I hope, I my/e/f am an inſtance to 
the contrary. To unguarded ſallies of paſſion, to 
' ſeveral other faults, Ieonfeſs myſelf ſubject; but cannot 
think, that I am proud. | 

Aſp. Ak! Theron, if you was not proud, you would 
not be paſſionate. Unreaſonable anger always pro- 


IN 1 Jam. iu. 15. 
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ceeds from an overweening opinion of our own worth. 
— One who, belides his acquired knowledge of hu- 
man nature, had the ſupernatural gift of- diſcerning 
ſpirits, is obſerved to join humility and meetneſi * : in- 
timatiag, that they are amiable twins; and where one 
exiſts, the other cannot be abſent. Always conſiſtent 
with himſelf, he links together the oppoſite vices, 
bed dy and high-minded + : not obſcurely hinting, that 
thoſe who are eaſily provoked, are certainly proud. 
Shall I add, without offence ? If we fancy our minds 
to be clear from the weeds of vanity, and our thoughts 
free from the workings of ſelf-admiration; it is a 
moſt pregnant ſymptom, that we are or- un with the 
former, abandoned to the latter, and blinde by both. 
Pride was the firſt fin, that found entrance into 
our nature; ang it is, perhaps, the laſt that will be 
expelled. — What are all our aſſlictions, hut a remedy 
provided for this inveterate diſeaſe ? intended to Hide 
pride ] from man. What is the inſtitution ↄf the gos 
{pel, but a battery. erected againſt this ſtrong- hold of 
Satan? ordained to caft. dætun every high unagination ||. 
—Though that remedy is often applied, though this 
battery is continually playing; yet the peccant hu- 
mour is not entirely purged aff, nor the elatement of 
. totally ſubdued, till mortality is /ipallpwed up of 
alain! \ | O36 ama Af 
Pride is the fin which moſt eaſily beſets ns. Who 
can ſay, I have made my heart clean + from this ini- 
quity'? It deſiles our duties, and intermingles itſelf 
with our very virtues,, It ſtarts. up, Jknow not how, 
in our moſt blemn hours, and our molt. acred em: 
ploys.— The good Hegeliab, whole prayers were more 
powerful than all. the fprcgs of Senna herb was not 
proof againſt the wiles of this ſubtil ſarcereis'++, E- 
ven the great apoſtle, who; had been caught up into 
tie third heavens, was in danger of being puffed up 
Eph. iv, 2. 7 * 1 1 XXXIIi. 17. 
2 Cor. x. 4, 5. + Prov. xx. 9. + 2 Chron. i. 28. 
Vo. II. NO 11, K K with 
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_—_— in ſuch great danger , that it was neceſſary 
to put a lancet into the thering tumour ; or, as he 

himſelf expreſſes it, to * a * in his ee *. and 

permit the meſſenger of Satan to buffet him. 

| How pathetieally is this corruption lamented, and 

how 1. deſcribed by a ſweet ſinger of our / 

49 rae 3, 


But pride, has buſy fin, 
Sporls all that I perform. 

Curd pride ! that « creeps ſecurely in, 
And fwells a haughty worm. 


Thy glories I abate, 

Or praiſe thee with deſign ; 
Part of thy favours I forget, 
Or think the merit mine. 


» The v + I frame 
: | 47 N 4 thy EP 
4 ſteal the honours of thy name, 
To build their own | applauſe f. 


Ter. Now, 7 preſie, you ou have given the laßt 
Waches to your ' 87 


Aſp+ There are other cen and ſhocking fer 
tures. But thoſe I ſhall caſt * or hide under 
2 veil. One particular you muſt allow me to add, 
which, like a ſullen air In the countenance, throws 
aggravated horror over the whole. I mea, an incl 
Ration to be fond of our ſlavery. 

In other inſlances, #he captive exile haſteth to bt | 
hoſed t: But here we prefer bondage to freedom, ad W * 
are Joath to leave our priſon. © Of this, our backward-WF.- 
neſs to /elf-examination, is both a conſequence and 4 
Semen. mer the agency of tl hy 


ce 2 7. + War ven Hor irs t If. Uu. 14. 
. -,. SPIRIT, 
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s PIRIT, would open a window in our dungeon; 
would ſhew us our wretched condition, and teach us 
to ligh for deliverance. — Why have we ſuch a diſlike 
of repreof * Becauſe we hug our chains, and chuſe 
darkneſs rather than light. Reproof is more grating 
than the harſheſt diſcord, though it tends to diſſolve 
the inchantment, and reſcue us from the tyranny of 
fin. While fattery, which abets the deluſion, and 
ſtrengthens the ſ is muſic to our ears. Is not our 
reaſon; which ſhould arraign and condemn every irre- 
gularity, forward to invent excules, and to ſpar? the 
favourite folly? Reaſon, which ſhould unſticath the 
dagger, ſuperinduces the maſt; and, inſtead of ſtri- 
king at the heart of our! vices, ſcreens them under the 
cover of ſome plauſible names. A wicked habit is 
called a human infirmity ; inſnaring diverſions paſs 
for innocent amuſements; a revengeful diſpoſition 
iz termed ſpirit, gallantry, and honour. Thus our 
reaſon (if, when io egregioully perverted, it deſerves 
the name) is ingenious to obitruct our recovery 
and rivets on the ſhackles which our paſligns have 
ſormed .. 

This the eternal WISD OM foreſaw, and there- 
fore uttered that tender expoitulation ; How lang ye im- 
plz ones 4pill ye love ſimplicity, and ſcorners delight in 
their ſcorning, and fools hate kneuledge * Even tae in- 
eſtimably-· precious knowledge of an all- atoniag and 
completely- juſtifying SAVIOUR; who preiches, 
who has purchaſed,” and who works deliverance, + 
preaches in his word, has purchaied. by his blood, 
and works by his SPIRIT, deliverance for the cap- 


perhaps, this is what our LO RD means, when, de- 
reloping the human heart, and ditcorering its latent enormi- 
irs, he cloſes the dark account with , /ocli/bre/s : imply- 
ng that flupidity, which has no ſenſe of its miſery ; that pets 
verſengſs, which has no inclination for 7 recovery: both which 
nder all the other evils far more inveterate, Mart wii. 22. 
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tices.— the wretched captives of 1 ignorance, ſin, ora 
death. 

This I take to be the moſt fagrant and deplorable ef. 
fet of human depravity,—our averſion to the doc. 
trine, the privileges, the grace of the goſpel. Be- 
8 dear Theron, leſt you prove my point by —ſhall 

I ſpeak it? would you ſuſpect it your own practice. 
Zealous as I am for my tenets, I ſhould be ſorry, ex- 
tremely ſorry, to have ſuch 2 demonſtration of their 
truth. 

Ther. You are highly obliging, Ap, to Lops ne 
out for your evidence. Vet why ſhould the honour 
be appropriated to myſelf? It belongs, upon the foot 
of the preceding calculation, not to your friend only, 
but to the who 4 e ſpecies. if you was aiming at none 
but the licentious and abandoned, you would have 
none to oppoſe vou, but perſons of that character. 
Your arrows of fatire would then be rightly levelled, 
and might be ſerviceable. to mankind. Whereas to put 
all in the black liſt, to mark all with the villain's 
brand; this can never be Chriſtian Oy tis is un- 
ſuferable cenſoriouſneſs, 

Ay. Let me beſeech you, Theron, not to miſappre- 
hend my deſign. I ſpeak not as a malevolent ſatiriſf, 
but would imitate the faithful phyſician. 1 am open- 
ing the ſore, that it may admit the healing balm: 
and ſhould I perform the operation with an nvenoned 
inſtrument? My foul abhors the thought.—1 muſt eu- 
treat you hkewiſe to remember the diſtinction between 
_ a ſtate of nature and a ſtate of grace. We are all nz 
turally evil. Such we ſhould for ever continue, didi nn 
not a ſupernatural power intervene ; making ſome to me 
differ, both from their original ſelves, and from the af 
of their neighbours. —Are they refined in 
eir temper, and reformed in their life? I grant i: No 
Bat then it is the influence of the ſanctifying S P 1 det 
RIT, which Purges away 5 yet not without ;, - 


Saving ſane all 2 an 
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Ther. Here, A/paſto, you certainly ſtrain the bow, 
till it breaks. Since ſcripture itſelf celebrates ſame 
perſons, as abſolutely perfect. What ſays Moſes, the 
inſpired hiſtorian ? 5 5 Wa I in his generation x. 
What ſays the GOD of Moſes, who can neither 
deceive nor be deceived ? Fob was a perfect man and an 
upright f. —Conſequently, their nature muſt be entire- 
ly cleanſed from this hereditary deſilement; and their 
character confutes your Roy repreſentations oy 
mankind. | 

Aſp. Thoſe eminent faints were perfect; chat is, 
they were ſanctiſed throughout"; ſanctiſied in all their 
faculties ; no one grace of religion was lacking. As. 
in the newborn infant, there is a human creature 
complete ; no conſtituent part of the vital frame is 
wanting; though, each is tender, all are very die ; 
and none arrived at the full fize. 

They were wpright. This word ſeems to be expla- 
natory of the Drocedingty and ſignifies an unfeigned 
deſire, joined with a hearty endeavour, to obey. the 
whole will of GO D; excluding, not all defect, but 
all reigning hiypocrity, and wilful remiſſneſs Ide ri 
terpretation, thais limited, 1s of a piece with their con- 
duct. If ſtretched to a higher pitch, it is guete, 
inconſiſtent with the narrative oi their lives. 

Pray, what was your motive for decorating the u- 
van retirement (which theltered us yelterQay) with 
the ſtatue of Elyjah? «i . 

Ther. Becauſe! I thought, bs ſolitary life, and gloo- 
my temper, ſuited that ſequeſtered.bower : becauie the 
memorable adventure, there repreſented, 1s, with me, 
a favourite portion of ſacred hiſtory, 

Are we pleaſed with ſpirited and delicate rallery? 
Nothing exceeds his pungent ſarcaſm on the ſtupid and 
deſpicable dupes of idolatry. Every ſentence is keen 


n à razor, and pointed as a dagger, yet wears tlie ap- 


* 
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pearance of the moſt courtly 

truly tay, in the beautiful 

ths words are ſmoother than 
ds *, 

Are we delighted with inſtances of magnanimty ? 
A ſingle prophet, unſupported by any human aid, 
maintains the cauſe of truth, againſt the king, his 
grandees, and hundreds of the apoſtate prieſts. He 
ventures to ſtake all his credit, to riſk his very lite, 
and (what was dearer to hjm than perſonal credit, or 
bodily lite) the honour of the true G OD, and inter- 
elts of his holy religion, — to riſk all on the immeuiat: 
intcrpolitian ot a moſt ſurpriſing miracle. 

Do we admire the triumphs of faith * His faith was, 
in a manner, omnipotent. He prays, and torrents of 
fire deſcend from the ſky, to devour his adverſaries}. 
He prays again, and the ſhnices of heaven are ut: 
there is neither dew nor rain for ſeveral years f.—A 
third time he prays, and the windows fram on high 
are opened ; abundance of ſhowers water the earth |.— 
On another occaſion he preſents his ſupplications, and 
G OD makes his feet like harts feet, inſomuch that an 
aged t autruns the royal chariot . 

p. 1 commend your taſte, Theron ;. and am par- 
ticularly pleaſed with the reaſons of your choice. But 
do not you remember, that even the wonder-working 
Ti/ſbbite failed in his reſignation, and failed in his faith 
Eminent as he was for mortification, he gave Way to 
| — — diſcontent ; and, though a champion for 

the living G OD, he yielded to unbelieving fear ++ 75 

| 2 


1 Kings xviii. 27. And it came to paſs at noon, that £- 
ah mocked them, and ſaid, Cry alaud; for he is a Cod. Either 
is talking, or he is purſuing, or he is in a journey, or perad- 

venture he fleepeth, and muſt be awaked. 
+ 2 Kings i. 10. _ 4 1 Kings xvii. 1. | Jam. v. 17. 16. 

| I Kings xviii. 46. 

++ Elias, or rather Elijab, was a man ſuljcct to like paſſions a: 
| «Le 
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The man Moſes was very meek, above all the men which 
were — the face of the earth * : yet he, cven he was 
ked in his ſpirit, and pake unadviſedly with 
bis 4; lips f.— Was not Peter the hero among our 
LO RI D's tolowers ? Yet he trembles, more than 
trembles, at the fh ot a leaf; be denies hib di- 
vine MASTER, ſ by the voice of a woman. 
Look where: ever we will, we find proofs of human 
depravity; reigning uncontrolled 3 in fome, making fre- 
quent inſurrection in all. It is written on our own hearts, 
by the pen of experience; the finger of obſervation 
points it out, in the dice of others even in the 
practice of t4g/e who have been ſaints of the firſt rank, 
and of the lugheſt endowments. Yet they were de- 
fective; — defective too, in that very quality, Which was 


cheir diſoguiſhing gift, in which 9 ne 
excelled. 


Ther. While x we are talking, the day has gal 
ſiole ĩtſelf away, and left us ſurrounded | with twilight : 
which is a ſort of luſtre intermingled with darkneſs ; 

— wholly lucid ; no part wholly obſcure.— An 
em rene to your repreſentation, of the re- 
newed foul, and its imperfect holineſs. 

. A very juit ene, Even where the goſpel ſhines, 
ſtill there is an incurrent gloom of corruption. Igno- 
rance mixes itſelf with our knowledge. Unbelief 
dcaves to our faith. Nor us QUT PR free from all 


we are, Jam. v. 17. Upon which — on. an eminent com- 
mentator makes the following remark : * This probably is ſaid, 
with reſpect to his fear and diſcontent, wanifeſted 1 Kings 
„ Xix. 3. 4. —Owora%; muſt, I think, imply a ſt te liable tothe 
irregular workings of paſſion ; ; not free from the ſinful infir- 
mities of nature. Otherwiſe, it is an inſtance forcign to the 
purpoſe ; does by no means anſwer the end deſigned ; which 
is to encourage the heart, and ſtrengthen the faith, even of 
frail, corrupt, effending creatures. See ver. 16. 
Numb. xi. 3. + Pfal. cvi. 33. 
Kk 4 contamination. 
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contamination. The prophet Zechariah, foretelling the 
eſtabliſhment of the goſpel-kingdom, and deſcribing 
the ſtate of its ſpiritual fubjects, ſays, / ſhall come to 
 þaſs in that day, that the light Ball not be clear nor 
dark *, This, as to its Sal Tenſe; we now ſee ex. 
emplified in the circumambiemt atmoſphere. With 
15 ard to its /prrituat meaning, every true bellever 

S it ook ed in his . break. 

745 While you are ſo vehement in decrying all 55 
man attalnments, conſider, Aſpajio, whether you'do not 
check and difpirit us in the purſuit of exalted virtue. 

4jp. 1 Tuppoſe, you never expected to be ſuch an 
adept in geometry as 4rehimedes, nor ſo profound an 
aftronomer as Newton ; yet this did not check your 
application to the ſtudy of mathematics, or the cons 
templation: of the heavens. Tour brother the mer: 
chant, I preſume, has no proſpect of amaſling the 
wealth at a. Cr Us, OT the immenſe treaſures of 3 
Kouli-Kan ; 700 is does not diſpirit him in proſecu- 
bod the buſineſs, Which brivgs | him both opulence and 

onour, 
However, Tberon, fo long as you deny the imputa- 
tion of CHRIS Ts righteouſneſs, I muſt acktow- 
ledge, yon act à conſiſtent part, in being zealous: for 
the perfection of perſonal obedience. 'You ought-ei- 
ther . equire the one, vr to accept the other. There- 
fore I all uc no mote aguments for your 4 
couragement but ſhall compriſe "the whole od iv 
ſwer, in the motto to an riß nobleman's arms, TRV. 
Or, if this be too conciſe, I will ſubyoin, with a very 
little alteration, the words of a king; When you 
have attained what you I bring me word again, 


66 * that I may g2 and pale it 4% f. 


* Zech. xiv; 6. 1 Gor. xIii, . For we 155 in part. Per- 
haps this declaration of the apoſtle may be a key to the pro- 
pher's meaning. However, it is a ſufficient confirmation of 
Apafio's nene + Matth. ii. 8. * 

7 
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- Ther. According to your account, the moſt advans 
ced and eſtabliſhed Chriſtians are but like a eompany 
of invalids. Does not this extremely derogate from 
the honour of our LOR D, conſidered as the Phy/icran 
of ſouls? It ſeems to make a mere nothing of ſancti- 
fication, and would ſwallow up CHRIST the King 


in CHRIST the Prieſt,  - | 
_ Aſp, Invalids they are *; an 


d ſuch will continue, 


til they are diſmiſſed from this great infirmary, and 
admitted into that holy, happy, bleſſed world; where 


the inhabitant hall no 


in body ſicſ f. 


If the cure was never to 


more ſay, I am either in ſoul or 
be completed, this doubtleſs 


would be diſhonourable to our almighty PHYSICIAN, 
But: the ſpiritual recovery, begun on earth, and ad- 
vancing through time, will be perfected in heaven, 
and prolonged to eternity. Does this make a mere 
nothing of tanctification ? No, but it makes room for 
a continual progreſs, and affords cauſe for continual 


* Do not the b:f of men lament their ignorante of the divine 
perfections, their flownels of heart to believe the divine promiſes, 


and the languor of their gratitu 


for ineſtimable, 


or innu- 


merahle gifts of the divine goodneſs Do they not frequent- 
y feel deadneſt in their devotions, diſorder in their affections, 
and various; dther relics of the original læaven Do they not 
often complain, in the language of the apoſtle, When I world 
% grod, evil is preſent with me? and ſay, with the earlieſt 
Lhritiansy We that are in this tabernacle de groan, being burden 
ee burdened, not ſo much with affliction; thoſe heroes in 
Ciriſtianity had lcarned, to refoice in tribulation : but burdened 
vith a ſenſe of their ſpiritual infirmitics, and with the workings 
of their inbred corruption; which, to a tender and lively be- 
lever, are the heavieft of crofles, and the myft galling of a is. 
—Nay, do not the heirs of glory waſb their very robes, even 
their faireſt deeds, and their ay 57» graces, in the band of "the 


LAM B ? which, if they were 


ce from ſpot, and void of im- 


purity, need not be made white in this ſacred fountain, See 


2 Gor; v. 4. Rev, vii. 


14. 
4 II. XXXIIi. 24. 


humiliation, 
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humiliation.” It reſerves a moſt exalted prerogative for 
the heavenly ſtate and beatific vihon ; and perpetually 
reminds us of a moſt important truth, That our pre. 
ſent blefledneſs conſiſts, not in being free from all fin, 
but in having 20 fin imputed to us. vw 46 
Ibis imperfection of our obedience, inſtead of 
confounding, maintains a proper diſt:nfion between 
CHRIST the King, and CHRIST the Prieſt, 
Whereas, if we were perfect in piety, the prieſtly ol. 
fice, with regard to us, would be ſuperſeded. What 
need of an interceſſor to recommend our prayers? 
what occaſion for an high prieſt to bear the iniquity if 
our boly things + ? if ſome taint of the original leaven 
did not pollute our beſt ſervices? ? 
Neither does this detract from the wiſdom, from 
the goodneſs, or from the power of CHRIST. It 
rather adminiſters to the advantageous diſplay of all 
theſe divine attributes. —Of his uiſdom, in conducting 
the affairs of his church with ſuch exact propricty, 
that the righteouſneſs of faith may have its due ho- 
nour, and the fanctification of the 8 PI RIT its pro- 
per eſteem, —Of his goodneſs, in carrying on the work 
of grace, amidſt fo much infirmity, and ſo many cor- 
ruptions; and in crowning, with confummate happi- 
neſs, ſuch frail undeſerving creatures, —Of his power, 
in extracting a variety of benefits even from— 
Ther. Benefits, Aſpaſio /—Can any thing beneficul 
| from an evil, which, according to your own 
repreſentation, is ſo incorrigibly malignant? 

Aſp. It will tend to make us ſotoly in our own eyes, 
When we remember, that by nature we are altogether 
become abominable; that the remains of natural de- 
pravity ſtill adhere to our minds; how muſt ſuch 2 
view of ourſelves cover us with ſhame, and lay us 


9 * Pſal. xxxii. 2. 
+ Exod. xxviii. 38. Id e, expiare pectata, quibus ſanFiffme 


ceteroquin actiones naſtre inquinate ſunt. Waits. de m_ 
| dts th: ow 
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low in abaſement ! L than the leaſt of all thy mercies &, 
will be the language of ſuch a one's very ſoul. 

It will diſpole us to compaſſionate others. How can 
we take a brother by the throat, and require faultleſs 

ection in his behaviour, when we ourſelves in ma- 
ny things offend, in all things fall ſhort? Every ſuch 
conſideration rebukes, what I may call ſpiritual un- 
mercifulneſs; it pleads for tenderneſs and forbearance 
o our fellow- creatures; is a monitor within, and 
whiſpers that · aſſecting remonſtrance, Oug hi not thou 
ta have 431 ion upon thy fellow: ſervant, fore thy alntgh- 
ty A. QRD bath fuch renewed, ſuch unwearied prty 
an thes Fr. 

It will teach us to admire the riches of grace. Shall 
fallen creatures, that are taken from the very dung- 
hills of fin, and reſcued from a hell of in ward iniquity, 
—ſhall they, notwithſtanding their — 
vity, and innumerable deficiencies, —thall they be ad- 
mitted into the boſam of eternal love ? they be exalted 
to the thrones of glory, and numbered with the prin- 
ces of heaven? This is grace, tranſcendentiy rich, 
and divinely free indeed ! 

Will it not reconcile us to the approach. of death: 2 
Ibis, methinks, like wormwood on the nipple, or 
call in the cup, myſt tend to wean us from the world. 
How can we be enamoured with ſuch a land of dark- 
neſs, and ſuch a vale af tears? Or why ſhould we 
covet, when Providence gives the ſignal for our de- 
parture, to prolong our in theſe territories of 
d/order *—Surely this muſt incline us to leave them, 
every day, more and more in our affections; and at 
laſt, to leave them, without any reluctance, by final 
difolution ; leave them, for that better country, where 
=> perſonal rig hteouſneſs will no longer be defective, 

like the waning moon; but ſhine forth with confum- 
mate luſtre, the meridias fun, in the kingdom of 
our FATHER. 


Gen. xxxii, 10 + Match l. 33 


It 
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It will endear the blefſed FE SU S in every capacity; 
as the ſtings of the fiery flying ſerpents, and the dearth 
of the waſte howling wilderneſs, endeared to the / 
raelites both their miraculous antidote, and their bread 
from heaven.—They who believe this truth, muſt ſee 
their 1mexpreſſible and inceſſant need of CHRIST's 
Spirit. The proteſtation of Moſes, on a particular oc- 
caſion, will be the daily, the hourly breathing of their 
foals ;. Carry us not up hence, unleſs t preſence, thy 
SPIRIT go withus*., For without this aid, we can 
diſcharge no duty aright, nor ſucceſsfully reſiſt any 
temptation.— They will be exceedingly cautious, not 
7 oc + that ſacred gueſt, leſt he depart from them, 
and abandon them to the power of their lurking cor- 
ruptions: knowing, that if h abandon them, when 
ſuch foes are within, and ſo many ſnarcs without, 
their cafe will be worſe than Samſan s, when his locks 
were ſhaven, and the Philiſtines all around him. 

How highly wilt ſuch perſons value the b/d of the 
covenant, and the interceſſiun of their great H IG H 
PRIEST - ITney will ne more preſume to enter in · 
to the preſence of the moſt high G O0 D, without a 
fiducial rel: ince upon the atoning and interceding & A- 
VIOUR; than the fons of Jarob would have ven- 
tured to appear before the viceroy of. Egypt, without 
the company ef their younger brother . In all, in 
all their intercourfe with heaven, the great PRO PI- 
TIATION will be their plea, and the great A D- 
VOGATE their confidence. The impotent man 
waited at the pool of Betheſda, and the Syrian gene- 
ral dipped ſeven times in Jordan. Tbeſe perſons will 
not only wart, but ive by the fonntain opened for fin 
and uncleanneſs ||. They will waſh in the ſacred ſanc- 
Ls, ſtream, not ſeven times only, but jeventy times 
feven. tut 250 f bn e: 907 221] 
And when ſuch. ſentiments poſſeſs the mind, how 

* Exod. xxxiii. 15. + Eph. iv. 30. 
$ Gen, xlu.'5.. ech. xiii. 1. 
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dear! O how dear and deſirable will our LORD's obe · 
dience be !—I called ſometime ago, our own works 
worm-eaten things; and muſt not theſe corruptians, if 
they remain ever ſo little in the heart, tarniſh our 
graces, and debaſe our duties? Muſt they not be de- 
pretiatory to all our accompliſhments ; and too much 
like corroding vermin, in the ſubſtance of our timber, 
or at the core of our fruits? Should we not then re- 
nounce, utterly renounce theſe tarniſhed, warm-cat- 
en things? and rely, wholly rely, for everlaſting ac- 
ceptance, on our divine HIGH PRIEST? who, in 
his mediatorial works, as well as in his wanderful per- 
ſon, is altogether Jig and perſeftion* ; and neither in 
him, nor in them, is there any deficiency or any dark- 
neſs at all. | Lass 
Excuſe me, Theron ; I fear, I have been preaching. 
The importance of the text muſt form my apology. 
It is an introduction, not to the records of hiſtory, or 
the tranſactions of philoſophy, but to the riches af 
CHRIST. A 5 
Ther. If my Aſpaſio has been preaching, I can aſ- 
ſure him for his comfort, that his audience has been 
very attentive; and —_—_ the ſermon was ſomewhat 
copious, the hearer neither ſlept nor gaped.How- 
ever, I ſhould be glad to have the whole reviewed, 
and ſymmed up; that, it it has been large as the py- 


Light and perfection —This'is the meaning of that myſerxioys 
ornament, which, in the grand officiating robes of the Fewr/fh 
high prieſt, was annexed to the breaſt-place, and ſtyled Urim 
and Thummim. Only the Hebrew words are in the plural 
number, and denote every degree of illumination, and all Kind, 
of perfe&ion.—Does- not this very ſignificantly teach ſinners, 
whence to feck their wiſdom, and where to look for their per- 
teftion ? There never was, in all ages, more than one Urim 
and 7Thummim ; and only one perſon, in cach generation, was 
appointed to wear it. And who is there, in all worlds, that 
can give us heavenly knowledge, but the SPIRIT of CHRIST ? 
Wb it is there, in ourſelves or all creatures, that can preſent us 
unblameable before GOD, but the obedizuce of CHRIST ? 

| | | | hy i ramid, 
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ramid, it may, like the pyramid, terminate in a point, 

Ap. This then is the ſtate of our nature.— The i- 
mage of the CREATOR is loſt; blindneſs is in the 
underſtanding; diſorder in all the affections. In the 
Will, enmity againſt G O D, the ſovereign good; ina- 
bility to all that is ſpiritual and heavenly ; with a pro- 
penſity to whatever is ſordid and earthly. —The whole 
toul is deformed, diſtempered, rebellious. —And ſhall 
ſuch a creature lay claim to thoſe amiable and ſacred 
endowments, which may be a proper recommendation to 
infinite holineſs Is ſuch a creature qualified to per- 
form thoſe righteous acts, which may approve them- 
ſelves to the demand of G O D's law, and to the in- 
flexibility of his juſtice ? 

Sbould he conceive the vain hope, or make the vain- 
er attempt, I would now addreſs him, as Jehoaſb for- 
merly anſwered Amaziah.— Amaziah king of Fudah, 
elated with the little victories he had obtained over 
the £deomites, began to fancy himſelf invincible, Prompt- 
ed by this fooliſh imagination, he challenges 7ehoaſ 
king of ae, to meet him in a pitched battle; and 
receives this ironical apolozue, by way of reply; 
—which tor gallantry of tpirit and delicacy of wit, 
for poignancy of ſatire and propriety of application, 
has teldom been equalled, ps never exceeded: 
The thiſtle that was in Lebanon, ſent to the cedar that 
war in Lebanon, ſaying, Give thy daughter to my fon to 
tie: and there paſſed by a wild beaff that was ix Leba- 
an, and tred down the thiſtle *, What are we, —when 
we offer to eſtabliſh our own righteouſneſs, or preſume 
to juſtify ourielves betore the moſt high G O D,—but 
deſpicable thiſtles, that fancy themſelves ately cedars ? 
And is not every temptation, is not cach corruption, 
2 wild beaſt of the detert, which will trample « n the 
impotent boalter, and tread his haughty ; reteuſion⸗ 


ia the duſt? _ 8 AP 67 
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3. Memoirs ot two young gentlemen ; coaraining giorious 
diſplays of divine grace. in the converſion of ſome perſons of 
the moſt abagdoned characters. Price 28. ſcwed. 

4. The complete letter- writer. Elegauily printed with 2 
large new type, Price 28, 6d. bound. 

Haweis's communicaat's ſpixitual companion ; or, An 
evangelical preparation for the 1 ol $ ſupper, A book worthy 
to be read by every Chriſtian, Price 8 d. and 1 s, bound, 
6. Bunyano's pilgrim's progreſs complete in . three parts. 
Price — s. 6d. bou — - we K | 

7. Seneta's morals, traaſla Eſtrange, ne paper 
Price 2 8. 6 d. bound. * 


With ſeveral other articles, 


Good allowance vill be given to bookſellers and others who 
buy or commiſſion quantities of the firſt four books. 


